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PREFACE. 


T  will  always  be  regretted  by  thofe  interefted  in 
the  colonial  hiftory  of  our  country  that  Mr. 
Charles  Wefley  Tuttle,  whofe  untimely  death 
was  much  deplored,  was  unable  to  carry  out 
his  long-cherifhed  plan  of  giving  a  full  account  of  the 
career  of  Edward  Randolph,  whofe  energetic  perfonality 
had  impreffed  him  deeply.  Mr.  Tuttle,  in  a  brief  paper 
read  before  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society  in  1874, 
fays,  “  Edward  Randolph  holds  fo  confpicuous  and  fo 
important  a  place  in  our  colonial  hiftory  that  anything 
concerning  him  is  worthy  of  confideration,  efpecially  if 
new.  It  is  furprifing,  in  view  of  the  extent  of  our  hiftori¬ 
cal  inquiries,  that  the  arch-enemy  of  Puritanifm  in  all  its 
afpedts,  the  prime  mover  and  the  a6tual  abettor  of  the 
overthrow  of  the  firft  political  and  ecclefiaftical  eftablifh- 
ments  of  New  England,  fhould  have  excited  fo  little  intereft 
and  be  fo  little  known.  Meafured  fimply  by  the  refults  of 
his  own  undertakings,  Edward  Randolph  is  juftly  entitled 
to  rank  among  the  moft  remarkable  men  of  his  time.  In 
that  dramatic  period  of  our  hiftory  which  embraces  the 
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doling  fcenes  of  the  life  of  the  firft  charter,  he  is  the  cen¬ 
tral  figure  and  the  chief  aCtor,  —  not  inaptly  called  the 
dejlroying  angel.  His  public  aCts  are  memorable,  and  they 
form  the  chief  intereft  in  the  hiftory  of  that  time.” 

To  the  fcanty  materials  collected  by  Mr.  Tuttle  fome- 
thing  more  was  added  in  his  Hijlorical  Papers  publifhed 
in  1889  by  his  friend,  Colonel  Albert  Harrifon  Hoyt,  of 
Bofton,  to  whom  the  tafk  was  committed,  and  who  has 
kindly  allowed  to  the  editor  of  the  prefent  publication 
the  full  ufe  of  all  matter  gathered  by  him.  To  Colonel 
Hoyt  thanks  are  efpecially  due.  Thanks  are  alfo  due  to 
the  officers  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  and  the  New  England  Hiftoric- 
Genealogical  Society,  for  permiffion  to  make  ufe  of  their 
collections  in  print  and  manufcript.  The  editor  mult  alfo 
acknowledge  the  unfailing  courtefy  of  the  officials  connected 
with  the  Department  of  Archives  at  the  State  Houfe  in 
Bofton,  and  of  thofe  connected  with  the  Public  Record 
Office  in  London. 

Many  of  the  Englifh  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  and  of  the 
documents  in  the  Majfachufetts  Archives  are  now  printed 
for  the  firft  time.  Only  brief  extraCts,  with  one  exception, 
from  the  private  letters  of  Edward  Randolph  to  his  friend 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  belonging  to  the  Collection  of  the 
late  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps ,  Baronet ,  at  prefent  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  T.  FitzRoy  Fenwick,  Efq.,  of  Thirleftaine  Houfe, 
Cheltenham,  which  cover  the  period  from  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft,  1683,  to  the  10th  of  July,  1686,  have  been  publifhed  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society  for 
November,  1880.  Complete  copies  of  thefe  letters  have 
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been  obtained  at  the  expenfe  of  the  Prince  Society,  mainly, 
through  the  adtive  co-operation  of  Mr.  John  Ward  Dean. 
It  will  be  noticed  that,  occafionally,  the  records  of  the  fame 
Council  meetings  in  the  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts , 
Vol.  II.,  and  in  the  Andros  Records ,  differ  {lightly.  The 
differences  and  omiffions  have  been  pointed  out  in  the  foot 
notes.  The  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts ,  Vol.  II.,  at 
the  State  Houfe  in  Bofton,  which  are  the  manufcript  copies 
of  the  minutes  fent  to  England  and  preferved  in  the  Public 
Record  Office,  London,  begin  with  the  prefidency  of  Jofeph 
Dudley  on  the  25th  of  May,  1686,  and  end  on  the  29th  of 
December,  1687.  The  Andros  Records ,  which  are  the 
original  minutes  of  the  Council  meetings  made  either  by 
Randolph  or  under  his  immediate  fupervifion,  commencing 
with  the  Governorfhip  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1686,  and  ending  on  the  25th  of  April,  1687, 
are  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 
at  Worcefter. 

R.  N.  T. 

Cambridge, 

October,  1898. 


Preface 

Memoir 


V-Vll 


i-3 1 1 


Index 


315-328 


MEMOIR. 


DWARD  RANDOLPH,  whofe  perfevering  ac¬ 
tivity  during  his  official  relations  with  New 
England  finally  overthrew  the  firft  royal  charter 
of  Maffachufetts,  which  the  colonifts  had  main¬ 
tained  and  defended  manfully  for  fifty  years,1 
and  under  the  protection  of  which  they  had  created  a  flour¬ 
ishing  flate,  was  born  in  Canterbury,  and  was  baptized  in 
the  pariffi  of  St.  Margaret  of  that  city,  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1 632, 2  two  years  after  the  exodus  of  the  Puritans  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  new  world,  under  the  leadership  of  Winthrop. 

He 

an  Englifhman  go  where  he  will,  he  car¬ 
ries  as  much  of  law  and  liberty  with 
him  as  the  nature  of  things  will  bear.” 
See  Opinions  of  Eminent  Lawyers , 
edited  by  George  Chalmers,  Vol.  II. 
p.  208.  In  the  Memorial  Hiflory  of 
Boflon ,  edited  by  Juftin  Winfor,  Vol.  I. 
p.  239,  is  a  paper  by  Charles  Deane, 
called  “  The  Struggle  to  maintain  the 
Charter  of  King  Charles  and  its  final 
lofs  in  1684.” 

2  Hiflorical  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle, 
edited  by  A.  H.  Hoyt,  p.  285. 

vol.  1.  —  1 


1  The  efforts  to  maintain  the  rights 
granted  by  the  charter  were  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  long  ftruggle  to  preferve 
the  privileges  of  Magna  Charta,  —  a 
conflict  between  the  principles  of  con¬ 
centration  of  governmental  power  ac¬ 
cording  to  Roman  imperial  ideas,  and 
of  diffufion  or  reparation  of  that  power 
in  accordance  with  the  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh  common  law.  “  That  the  com¬ 
mon  law  was  always  jealous  of  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  civil  law  is  certain. 
The  common  law  of  England  is  the 
common  law  of  the  plantations.  Let 
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He  was  one  of  fifteen  children,  and  the  fourth  fon  of  Dr. 
Edmund  and  Deborah  (Mafter)  Randolph.  His  father, 
who  was  baptized  in  the  parifh  of  Biddenden,  Kent,  in 
1600,  having  received  his  degree  of  Dodtor  of  Phyfic  at 
the  Univerfity  of  Padua,  Italy,  then  a  refort  for  many  for¬ 
eign  ftudents,  was  incorporated  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford 
in  1 628, 3  and  having  married  Deborah,  daughter  of  Gyles 
Mafter,  of  Canterbury,  eftablifhed  himfelf  in  that  city  to 
follow  the  practice  of  his  profeffion. 

Dying  in  1649,  the  fame  year  in  which  Charles  I.  was 
executed,  and  in  which  Maffachufetts  mourned  the  lofs  of 
John  Winthrop,  the  able  and  honored  Governor  of  the 
Colony,  Dr.  Edmund  was  buried  in  St.  George’s  Church, 
Canterbury.4  The  father  of  Edmund  and  grandfather  of 
Edward,  whofe  baptifmal  name  was  Bernard,  a  clothier, 
having  married  an  heirefs,  Mifs  Jane  Boddenham,  or  Bod- 
denden,  of  the  parifh  of  Biddenden,  Kent,  became  the 
poffefior,  by  the  marriage,  of  an  eftate  called  Leffenden,5 

which 


8  A  thence  Oxonienfes,  by  Anthony 
A.  Wood,  London,  1815,  Vol.  II.  p.443  ; 
Part  I.  of  the  Fafli  Oxonienfes,  under 
head  of  Incorporations  :  “  1628  Jul.  ro 
Edm.  Randolphe ,  do<5t.  of  phys.  of 
Padua.  He  was  fometime  a  member 
of  Univerfity  Coll.”  Incorporation 
means  the  placing  a  member  of  an¬ 
other  Univerfity  in  the  fame  rank,  flatus, 
or  degree  as  he  had  in  his  own  uni¬ 
verfity.  Regiflry  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford ,  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Boafe,  Vol.  II. 
P-  345- 

4  Colonel  Hoyt  gives  in  Hifloncal 
Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle,  p.  285,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infcription  on  his  monument, 
formerly  exi  fling  in  the  church  :  “  Ed- 


mundus  Randolph  ex  antiqua  Familia 
ortus  medicinas  doftor  exercitatiffimus 
aliorum  protelando  vitam  decurtavit 
fuam.  Numerofa  au6tus  prole  Filiis  de¬ 
cern  molliorifque  fexus  quinque.  Mun- 
dum  fimul  ac  domum  locupletavit  fuam. 
Hifce  libens  fociam  dedit  operam  De¬ 
borah  Femina,  fi  quas  alia  fpedlatiffima 
Dni  Aegidii  Mafter  nuper  de  civitate 
Canturias  Armigeri  Filia  quarta  uxor 
femper  fida  femper  impenfe  dile<5ta. 
Ultima  Lethi  vis  rapuit  rapietque 
gentes.” 

6  Hiflory  and  Topographical  Sur¬ 
vey  of  the  County  of  Kent ,  by  Edward 
Halted,  1797,  Vol.  VII.  p.  135. 

“  Leffenden  is  an  eftate  here,  [Bid¬ 
denden], 


1 


Edward  Randolph.  3 

which  remained  in  the  family  until  1808,  when  it  was  fold 
by  the  Rev.  Herbert  Randolph.6 

The  defendants  of  Bernard,  who  died  in  1628,  were  num¬ 
erous.  By  their  marriages  they  became  connected  with 
families  of  focial  pofition  and  influence.7 

The  firfl  record  of  Edward  Randolph,  after  that  of  his 
baptifm,  appears  in  the  lift  of  law  ftudents  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
London,  nothing  having  as  yet  been  found  concerning  his 
childhood.  He  may  have  been  for  a  time  at  Oxford,  for  in 


denden],  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north¬ 
ward  from  the  church,  which  was 
formerly  the  refidence  of  a  family  of 
the  name  of  Boddenden,  or  Bodclen- 
ham,  one  of  whom  William  Boddenden, 
died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1579,  leaving  by 
his  firft  wife  a  fon  William,  who  was 
afterwards  knighted.  He  bore  for  his 
arms,  azure,  a  fefs,  between  three  chefs 
rooks ,  or,  and  lies  buried  in  the  chancel 
of  this  church.  His  lifter  Jane  having 
married  Bernard  Randolph,  of  this 
parilh,  clothier,  he  by  that  alliance  be¬ 
came  afterwards  polTeffed  of  this  eftate, 
of  which  he  died  polTelfed  in  1628,  and 
was  buried  by  his  wife  in  the  chancel 
of  this  church.  His  eldeft  fon  William 
was  of  Burton,  in  Kennington,  where 
his  pofterity  afterwards  remained.  John, 
the  third  fon,  went  to  Virginia,  where 
his  defcendants  ftill  continue ;  and  Ed¬ 
mund,  the  fifth  fon,  travelled  into  Italy, 
and  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Padua, 
and  on  his  return  was  incorporated  into 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  in  1628  ;  after¬ 
wards  he  pradftifed  phyfic  at  Canter¬ 
bury,  and,  dying  in  1649,  was  buried  in 
St.  George's  church  there,  leaving  a 
numerous  iflue,  one  of  whom  was  Ber¬ 
nard,  author  of  the  account  of  the  Ar¬ 
chipelago.  Herbert,  the  fourth  fon, 
fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate,  whofe 


a 

grandfon  Herbert  Randolph,  efq.,  was 
recorder  of  the  city  of  Canterbury,  and 
died  poffeffed  of  Leffenden  in  1724, 
leaving  numerous  iflue  by  his  two  wives. 
By  the  firft  he  left  only  two  furviving 
children,  Herbert ;  and  Mary,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Chriftopher  Parke,  M.  D.  By  his 
fecond  wife  he  had  eight  children, 
Thomas,  D.  D.,late  Prefident  of  Cor¬ 
pus  Chrifti  College,  Oxford;  George, 
M.  D.,  of  Briltol  ;  Francis,  D.  D., 
principal  of  Alban  Hall,  Oxford; 
and  Charles,  bred  to  the  law  ;  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  a  further  ac¬ 
count  may  be  feen  under  Addington. 
They  bear  for  their  arms,  Gules,  on 
a  crofs,  argent,  five  mallets  pierced , 
fable. 

“Herbert  Randolph,  clerk,  the  only 
fon  by  his  firft  wife,  fucceeded  him 
here.  He  died  in  1753,  leaving  iflue 
only  by  Catherine  his  firft  wife,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edward  Wake,  D.  D.,  prebendary 
of  Canterbury ;  one  fon,  Herbert,  and  a 
daughter,  Mary.  Herbert  Randolph, 
the  fon,  is  of  Wiltfhire,  and  is  in  holy 
orders,  and  married  Elizabeth  Adcock, 
of  Afhford ;  he  is  the  prefent  poffeffor 
of  this  eftate.” 

6  Hifiorical  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle, 
notes  by  Colonel  Hoyt,  p.  283. 

7  Ibid.,  p.  286.  Colonel  Hoyt  ac¬ 

knowledges 
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a  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell  he  fpeaks  of  his  univerfity 
acquaintance,  and  he  carried  with  him  to  America  a  view 
of  the  colleges,8  but  his  name  has  not  been  found  in  the  lift 

of 


knowledges  his  obligations  for  his  genealogical  information  to  Edmund  Randolph, 
Efq.,  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 


Randolph 


Bernard  =  Jane  Boddenham 


Herbert  =  Elizabeth  Matter 
_ ! 

I 

Herbert  =  Elizabeth  Beft 

_ l 

I 

Herbert  =  (i)  Mary  Caflillion 
|  (2)  Grace  Blome 

Herbert  =  (1)  Catherine  Wake 
(2)  Mary  Denew 


I 

John 

emigrated  to 
America 


Edmund  =  Deborah  Matter 


I 


(1)  Jane  Gibbon  =  Edward  =  (3)  Sarah  (Backhoufe) 


d.  1679 


I  I 


(2)  Grace 
Grenville 
d.  16S2 


Platt,  d.  before  1702 


Sarah,  not  18  in  1702 


Jane  =  —  Williams 
living  in  1712 


I 

Elizabeth  = 
living  in  1712 


Pym 


Mary, 

d.  before  1702 


Herbert  =  Elizabeth  Adcock 


Charles 

Deborah  =  Thomas  Smith,  M.  D. 

bap.  July  6,  j _ 

1661 ;  m.  | 

after  1702  ;  Deborah  =  —  Otway 

living  in  1712  0f  the  army 


Herbert  =  Jane  Wilfon 


Herbert  =  (1)  Martha  Pryor 

(2)  Rofabella  Stanhope 
Wilfon,  dau.  of  Sir 
Robert  Wilfon 


Edmund  =  Georgina  H. 

|  Sherlock. 

5  fons  and  1  daughter 


8  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall ,  28 

March,  1688.  “After,  Mr.  Randolph 
faw  me,  and  had  me  to  his  houfe  to  fee 


the  Landfcips  of  Oxford  Colleges  and 
Halls.”  See  his  letter  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  3  May,  1684,  p oft. 
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of  matriculated  ftudents.9  The  entry  of  admiffion  to  Gray’s 
Inn  is  as  follows:  “  1650  Nov.  12.  Edward  Randolph,  fon 
of  Edmund  R.,  late  of  Canterbury,  Dodlor  of  Phyfic.”10 
How  long  he  remained  there  is  not  known,  and  fearches  to 
find  out  when  he  was  called  to  the  bar,  if  ever,  have  been 
fruitlefs.11 

He  probably  returned  to  his  native  county  after  his  refi- 
dence  in  London  as  a  ftudent,  for  he  married  before  1660 12 
Mifs  Jane  Gibbon,  born  in  1640,  daughter  of  Thomas  Gib¬ 
bon,13  of  Weft  Cliffe,  Kent,  by  his  wife  Alice  Taylor.  This 
marriage  brought  him  into  connexion  with  the  Mafon 
family,  through  whofe  influence  his  whole  future  career  was 
moulded. 

His  wife’s  brother,  Dr.  Richard  Gibbon,  married,  6  Janu¬ 
ary,  1 647-8,  Mifs  Anne  Tufton,14  a  granddaughter  of  Cap¬ 
tain  John  Mafon,  one  of  the  heirs  to  his  large  landed  eftate 

in 


9  Letter  to  the  editor  from  the  Rev. 
T.  Vere  Bayne,  Keeper  of  the  Archives. 
“  Ch.  Ch.  Oxford,  22  May,  1891.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  record  of  the 
matriculation  of  Edward  Randolph  be¬ 
tween  1648  and  1660.’’  Regifter  of  the 
Vifitors  of  Oxford  from  1647  to  1658, 
by  Montague  Burrows,  Camden  So¬ 
ciety,  1881,  p.  467.  “  The  whole  fyftem 
of  matriculation,  never  very  regular, 
fell  into  great  diforder  in  confequence  of 
the  trouble  of  the  civil  war  and  the  fub- 
fequent  Vifitation.  Men  were  very 
often  not  matriculated  till  years  after 
they  had  become  Scholars  or  Fellows 
of  Colleges,  and  often  not  at  all.” 

10  Regifter  of  A  dmiffions  to  Gray's 
Inn  from  1521  to  1889,  edited  by  Jofeph 
Fofter.  London,  1889.  Folio  1058. 

11  Letter  to  the  editor  from  Mr.  W. 


R.  Douthwaite,  librarian  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
23  July,  1891.  “  I  have  not  been  able 

to  trace  Edward  Randolph’s  call  to  the 
bar.” 

12  The  record  of  baptifm  of  the  firft 
child,  Jane,  has  not  been  found;  that 
of  the  iecond,  Deborah,  is  6  July,  1661. 
A  third,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  1664; 
there  was  alfo  a  fourth  child,  Mary,  the 
iflue  of  the  firft  or  fecond  marriage. 

13  Thomas  Gibbon  was  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  Edward  Gibbon, 
the  eminent  hiftorian,  the  defcent  being 
as  follows:  Thomas,  Matthew,  Ed¬ 
ward,  Edward,  Edward  the  hiftorian. 
Jane  Gibbon  was  baptized  26  Nov. 
1640.  See  Kent  Co.  Pedigrees  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Berry,  1830,  p.  410. 

14  Capt.  John  Mafon,  by  John  Ward 
Dean,  Prince  Society,  1887,  p.  43. 
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in  New  England.  Robert  Tufton,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Anne 
(Tufton)  Gibbon,  affumed  the  name  of  Mafon  in  1655,  or 
before,15  in  accordance  with  his  grandfather’s  will,  and  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  reftoration  of  royal  authority  in  England 
in  1660  became  a(5tive  in  profecuting  his  claims  to  New 
Hampfhire,  which  had  been,  as  he  afferted,  ufurped  by  the 
Puritan  colonifts  of  Maflachufetts. 

Through  the  influence  of  Robert  Mafon,  undoubtedly, 
who  was  a  ftaunch  royalift,  and  known  to  the  Court  circle, 
Edward  Randolph  was  employed  by  the  Commiflioners  to 
buy  timber  for  the  royal  navy.  In  the  earlieft  letter  which 
has  been  found,  dated  12th  Auguft,  1661,  and  bearing  the 
Kentifli  Pofl:  Office  mark,  he  writes  to  the  Commiflioners  of 
the  Navy,  that  he  had  received  a  communication  from  them 
of  the  9th  of  Auguft ;  “  in  performance  of  the  contents  thereof 
I  am  going  into  the  Wild  of  Kent,  and  fuch  places  as  may 
wth  moft  conueniency  fupply  your  wants :  I  doubt  not  but  I 
fliall  procure  a  confiderable  quantity  in  a  fhort  tyme  being 
very  well  acquainted  in  thofe  parts.” 16 

That  he  continued  in  the  employment  of  the  Commiffton- 
ers  of  the  Navy  feems  very  probable  from  a  letter  written  by 
him  dated  2d  February,  1666,  in  which  he  fays  to  the  Com- 
miffioners :  “  My  urgent  occaflons  inforce  me  to  write  that 
which  I  am  euen  afhamed  otherwife  to  relate.  I  have  been 

inforced 

16  Capt.  John  Mafon ,  p.  39.  letter  from  John  Randolph  to  Samuel 

16  State  Papers,  Domeftic ,  Vol.  40,  Pepys,  requefting  that  fome  empty  cafks 
No.  41,  MS.  in  Record  Office,  London,  at  Lifbon  ffiould  be  fold  to  flop  the  fur- 
Edward  Randolph  to  Navy  Commiffion-  ther  payment  of  rent  for  warehoufe,  and 
ers,  12  Auguft,  1661,  pofl.  alfo  that  two  boats  there  fhould  be  fold. 

In  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  This  John  Randolph  may  have  been  a 
Domeftic ,  16  October,  1663,  there  is  a  brother  of  Edward. 
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inforced  to  fell  my  land  upon  which  my  timber  grew  for 
want  of  my  money,  and  now  am  fled  from  my  home,  leaving 
a  great  family  of  fervants  to  their  owne  difpofing  now  a  fort¬ 
night  agoe.  My  Creditors  will  for  beare  noe  longer  foe  that 
I  muff  either  fly  my  country  or  ftarue  in  goale.  I  dare  not 
returne  home  till  I  haue  money  to  fatisfy  fuch  whome  my 
delayes  haue  made  deaffe  to  all  entreaties  of  forbearance,  I  - 
haue  noe  freind  to  relieue  me  in  this  fad  condition :  there¬ 
fore  I  call  my  felfe  &  all  my  concernes  at  your  feet  &  hum¬ 
bly  &  earneftly  craue  yr  affiftance.”  17 

The  amount  of  the  debt  due  to  him  was  ^205  10s.,  which 
appears  on  the  indorfement  of  the  letter,  and  was  probably 
paid  through  influence  at  court,18  for  not  long  after  he  was 
in  Scotland  acting  as  agent  for  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Befides  felling  a  portion  of  the  eftate  on  which  he  lived, 
his  name  is  found  on  two  deeds  conveying  his  interefl  in 
lands  in  Kent  jointly  with  members  of  his  family.  In  the 
firft  deed 19  his  mother’s  name  appears,  but  not  in  the  fec- 

ond. 


17  State  Papers ,  Domejlic ,  Vol.  190, 
No.  25,  MS.  in  Record  office,  London. 
Edward  Randolph  to  Navy  Commif- 
fioners,  2  February,  1 666,  pof. 

18  The  royal  government  was  a  poor 
paymafter  to  its  juft  creditors.  Macau¬ 
lay  fays  in  his  Hi/lory  of  England, 
i86r,  Vol.  I.  p.  153:  “It  feemed  infup- 
portable  that  a  fovereign,  profufe  be¬ 
yond  example  in  all  that  regarded  his 
own  pleafures,  fhould  be  niggardly  in 
all  that  regarded  the  fafety  and  honour 
of  the  ftate.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Pepys ,  26  April, 
1667.  “  Mr.  Evelyn  tells  me  of  feveral 

of  the  menial  fervants  of  the  court  lack¬ 
ing  bread,  that  have  not  received  a 


farthing  wages  fince  the  king’s  coming 
in.”  Pepys  mentions  alfo  feamen  ftarv- 
ing  in  the  ftreets. 

19  Feet  of  Fines,  Kent.  Trin.  17  Car. 
II.  [1665] :  “  At  Weftminfter  between 
John  Whitfeild,  gent.,  and  Deborah 
Randolph,  widow,  Edward  Randolph, 
gent.,  William  Randolph,  gent.,  Giles 
Randolph,  gent.,  &  Bernard  Randolph, 
gent.,  5  mefluages  5  barns  2  ftables  260 
acres  of  land  20  acres  of  meadow  40 
acres  of  pafture  &  fix  acres  of  wood 
with  appurtenances  in  Biddenden, 
Smarden,  Trittenden,  Hedcorne  & 
Cranebrook.  John  Whitefeild  pays 
^320.” 
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ond.20  It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  lhe  died  between  the 
execution  of  the  two. 

His  appointment  as  agent,  in  Scotland,  for  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  was  evidently  made  through  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Robert  Mafon,  for  his  letter  to  the  Duke  from  Edin¬ 
burgh,  dated  6  June,  1667,  fpeaks  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  having 
the  original  power  of  attorney.  The  fervice  upon  which 
Mr.  Randolph  was  fent  required  fecrecy  and  defpatch,  and 
appears  to  have  been  a  {peculation,  to  a  great  extent,  on  the 
part  of  the  Duke  to  procure  timber  to  fell  to  the  Com- 
miffloners  of  the  Royal  Navy,  the  war  with  Holland  ftill 
continuing.  In  this  letter  he  writes  that  he  is  difappointed 
at  not  meeting  Mr.  Browne,  who  has  a  letter  of  attorney 
from  the  Duke,  “  foe  that  I  have  nothing  to  fhew  at  prefent, 
but  have  wrote  to  Mr  Mafon  for  ye  firft  Granted  by  yr  Grace 
which  I  expedt  or  another. 

“  I  am  informed  that  we  have  very  eminent  perfons  to 
deale  wthall ;  wherefore  that  I  may  haue  a  cleare  &  fpeedy 
difpatch  in  Edinburgh,  &  alfo  a  fafe  paffage  into  ye  North, 
I  beg  your  earneft  letters  to  fuch  of  yr  relations  here  as 
you  can  confide  in  in  a  bufinefs  of  profit  that  doth  foe  neer 
concerne  your  intereft ;  &  as  I  hope  this  will  proue  very 
advantageous,  if  wee  be  not  delayed  through  corruption  in 
this  towne,  which  I  feare.”  In  a  poftfcript  he  adds,  “  Lord 

Bellargoun 


20  Feet  of  Fines ,  Kent.  Trin.  Car. 
II.  [1666]:  “At  Weftminfter,  between 
John  Fullager,  and  Edward  Randolph, 
gent.,  &  Jane  his  wife,  William  Ran¬ 
dolph,  fenr.  gent.,  Giles  Randolph, 
gent.,  William  Randolph  of  Burton, 
gent.,  &  Herbert  Randolph,  efq ;  4 


mefluages  5  barns  1  toft  5  gardens  5 
orchards,  1 50  acres  of  land  20  acres  of 
meadow  30  acres  of  pafture  &  20  acres 
of  furze  &  heath  (jumpnor  &  bruere) 
with  appurtenances  in  Biddenden  & 
Cranbrook.  John  Fullager  pays  ^200.” 
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Bellargoun  &  Sr  John  of  Grant  make  great  friends  to 
oppofe  this.”  21 

Writing  a  year  later  from  Cromarty,  in  the  northeaflern 
part  of  Scotland,  bordering  on  the  fea,  he  fays  that  he  had 
been  deceived  in  Mr.  Browne,  and  that  legal  obftacles  are 
being  put  in  his  way  to  prevent  the  fhipment  of  the  timber, 
and  prays  that  the  Duke  will  ufe  his  influence  with  the 
Council  in  Scotland  to  induce  them  to  expedite  the  fuits, 
concerning  the  ownerfhip  of  the  woods,  which  may  be 
brought  before  them,  and  alfo  with  the  Marquis  of  Hunt- 
ley  to  receive  permiffion  from  him  to  ufe  his  lands  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Spey  to  land  timber  on.  “  I  have  been 
fome  tyme  arrived  here,  and  I  find  what  I  always  expected : 
Mr  Browne  through  the  fecret  conniuance  of  ye  family  of 
ye  Grants  doth  make  it  his  bufines  to  oppofe  all  that  haue 
any  title  or  right  to  ye  woods,  being  encouraged  by  fuch 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  ftir  up  a  fadlion,  that  thereby  ye 
woods  may  be  preferved:  it  is  the  cheife  defigne  of  all 
proprietors,  &  I  beg  your  Grace  in  their  behalfe  to  gett  an 
order  from  ye  Council  of  Scotland  that  wteuer  pretences  any 
haue  againft  ye  woods  or  any  particular  bargaine  made  by 
any  pretended  proprietor,  that  they  lay  not  their  areftment 
on  ye  woods  nor  our  flock,  but  y*  there  may  be  a  hearing 
before  any  of  ye  Lords  of  the  Councill  in  Scotland,  who 
fhall  have  power  to  determine  all  caufes  about  ye  rights  of 
ye  woods.  We  haue  6000  Trees  feld,  which  I  expecfl  dayly 
to  be  arefted  vpon  fome  perticular  contradl  either  of  Mr 

Brownes 

21  Britijh  Mufeum.  Eng.  Private  Randolph  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
Letters ,  No.  21,947,  fol.  63.  Edward  6  June,  1667,  poyt. 
vol.  1.  —  2 
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Brownes  or  Arneales,  who  will  hinder  our  carriing  down 
our  tymber  all  this  fummer :  all  ye  boards  yl  are  left  are 
arefted  on  Browne’s  account;  foe  that  our  tyme  y‘  wee 
fhould  fpend  about  carriing  tymber  will  fpend  in  tedious 
contentions  at  Law.  Befides,  it  is  expedted  yl  all  tymber 
tranfported  hence  fhould  pay  dutyes  both  here  &  at  Lon¬ 
don,  which  I  leaue  to  yr  Grace  to  manage  &  preuent :  pray 
fecure  for  us  from  ye  Marqueffe  of  Huntley  y*  wee  may  haue 
liberty  for  Landing  tymber  at  ye  mouth  of  Spey  to  whome 
it  belongs. 

“  All  y*  is  expedted  for  ruine  of  ye  whole,  is  y*  wee  fhould  by 
fome  forceable  meanes  attempt  Brownes  ejedtment,  whome 
wee  leaue  to  be  difpofed  of  by  your  Graces  further  order.  I 
wifh  he  were  in  England  to  make  due  fatisfaction  for  ye 
damages  done  both  to  yr  Grace  &  ye  reft  of  proprietors. 
Could  we  but  enjoy  but  a  peaceable  poffeffion  of  ye  woods  I 
queftion  not  but  to  make  the  improuement  anfwerable  to 
ye  expedtation  of  all  ye  proprietors.” 22 

No  trace  has  yet  been  found  to  indicate  where  Randolph 
was  living  for  nearly  eight  years  after  the  date  of  the  laft 
letter.  It  has  been  furmifed  that  he  was  connedted  with  the 
Admiralty  office  on  account  of  an  expreffion  ufed  in  one  of 
his  letters,  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  Duke  of  York,  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  as  “my  gracious  matter.”23 

It 


22  Britijh  Mufeum.  Eng.  Private 
Letters ,  No.  21,947,  fol.  190.  Edward 
Randolph  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
22  June,  1668,  fiojt.  The  Duke  married 
the  famous  beauty,  Mifs  Frances  Stu¬ 
art,  who  was  much  admired  in  the  court 
of  Charles  II.  Pepys  fpeaks  of  the  be¬ 


trothal  in  his  Diary ,  under  the  date  of 
20  March,  i66f. 

23  Letter  of  Randolph  to  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  14  June,  1682,  fio/l,  in  which 
he  fays :  “  I  heartily  congratulate  the 
happy  returne  of  his  Royall  H.  my  gra¬ 
cious  mailer  to  Whitehall.” 
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It  has  alfo  been  fuggefted  that  he  was  at  one  time  in  the 
employment  of  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,24  who  became  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  in  1674,  but  both  thefe  fuppofitions  are  merely 
conjectural.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  he  was  favorably 
known  to  thofe  in  power  through  Mr.  Mafon,  for  when  it 
was  finally  decided  by  the  King,  upon  the  advice  of  the 
Privy  Council,  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  Maffachufetts  bearing 
a  royal  letter  and  a  copy  of  the  petitions  and  complaints  of 
Mafon  and  Gorges  in  regard  to  their  territories  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  Randolph  received  the  appointment. 

The  grant  of  New  Hampfhire  to  Captain  John  Mafon  by 
the  Council  for  New  England  in  1629, 25  and  the  other  grants 
to  him,  conveyed  only  a  title  to  the  land,  while  the  grant  of 
the  Province  of  Maine  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Captain 
Mafon  by  the  fame  council  in  1622  was  confirmed  to  Sir 
Ferdinando  in  1639 26  by  a  royal  charter,  in  which  were 
given  rights  belonging  to  a  Bifhop  of  Durham,  making  Sir 
Ferdinando  lord  and  proprietor,  with  rights  of  government, 
of  conftituting  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  courts,  of  prefenting  to 
benefices  in  the  churches  and  chapels  to  be  ereCted  accord¬ 
ing  to  “the  Religion  now  profeffed  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,”  which  “  fhall  be  forever  hereafter  Profeffed,”  and 

making 


24  Hijlory  of  New  England,  by  John 
Gorham  Palfrey,  Vol.  III.  p.  284,  note, 
ed.  1864.  “  I  took  great  pains  while  in 

England  to  learn  fomething  of  the  an¬ 
tecedents  of  Randolph,  but  without 
fuccefs.  I  have  met  with  fome  hint, 
which  I  cannot  recall,  leading  me  to 
conjecture  that  he  had  been  an  under¬ 
ling  in  the  office  of  Williamfon,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State.” 


26  Captain  John  Mafon ,  edited  by 
John  Ward  Dean,  Prince  Society,  p.  183. 
In  Tranfcripts ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  54, 
is  given  in  full  the  “  Title  of  Robert 
Mafon  to  New  Hampfhire.” 

26  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  his 
Province  of  Maine,  edited  by  James 
Phinney  Baxter,  Prince  Society,  1890, 
Vol.  III.  p.  123. 
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making  the  Province  “immediately  fubjedt  to  our  Crown 
of  England  &  dependant  upon  the  fame  forever.”  The 
grant  to  the  Maflachufetts  Company  by  the  fame  Council 
in  1627-28  was  confirmed  and  enlarged  by  the  King  the 
next  year.  In  this  royal  charter  of  1628-29  were  conferred 
upon  the  company  the  rights  of  choofing  and  appointing 
all  officers,  and  of  making  all  laws,  provided  they  were  not 
repugnant  to  thofe  of  England.  The  colonifts  conftrued 
the  phrafe  “  not  repugnant  ”  as  meaning  not  repugnant  to 
their  fpirit,  fo  that  any  modification  that  took  place  gradu¬ 
ally,  or  was  due  to  a  change  of  circumftances,  was  not 
regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  charter.  The  eftablifhment, 
for  inftance,  of  the  congregational  form  of  church  govern¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  laity  hold  the  power  of  eledling  and 
depofing  their  minifters,  and  each  church  Hands  upon  an 
equality  in  relation  to  the  others,  was  confidered  lawful,  and 
not  contrary  to  Englifh  ftatutes.27 

The 


27  Hijlory  of  New  England ,  by  John 
Winthrop  (Savage),  Vol.  II.  p.  351, 
352,  ed.  1853.  “Though  by  our  char¬ 
ter  we  are  not  bound  to  them  [the  laws 
of  England],  our  fundamentals  are 
framed  according  to  them.  Our  alle¬ 
giance  binds  us  not  to  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land  any  longer  than  while  we  live 
there,  for,  the  laws  of  the  parliament  of 
England  reach  no  further,  nor  do  the 
King’s  writs  under  the  great  feal  go 
any  further.  If  by  repugnant  they 
mean,  as  the  word  truly  imports,  and 
as  by  the  charter  mud  needs  be  in¬ 
tended,  they  have  no  caufe  to  complain, 
for,  we  have  no  laws  diametrically  op¬ 
posite  to  thofe  of  England,  for  then  they 
muft  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  God  and 
of  right  reafon.” 


Ibid .,  Vol.  II.  p.  360,  ed.  1853.  “  Our 
care  and  endeavour  alfo  hath  been  to 
frame  our  government  and  adminiftra- 
tions  to  the  fundamental  rules  thereof  fo 
far  as  the  different  condition  of  this 
place  and  people,  and  the  belt  light  we 
have  from  the  word  of  God,  will  allow.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  I.  p.  389,  ed.  1853.  “To 
raife  up  laws  by  pradtice  and  cuftom  had 
been  no  tranfgreffion  ;  as  in  our  church 
difcipline,  and  in  matters  of  marriage,  to 
make  a  law,  that  marriages  Ihould  not  be 
folemnized  by  minifters,  is  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England ;  but  to  bring  it 
to  a  cuftom  by  practice  for  the  magif- 
trates  to  perform  it,  is  no  law  made 
repugnant,  &c.  So  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  other  ftates  grew.”  The  fec- 
tion  of  the  charter  reads,  “  to  make 

lawes 
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The  two  different  principles  of  government  of  State  and 
Church  planted  in  New  England,  the  one  feudal,  the  other 
popular,  the  one  tending  towards  abfolute  monarchy,  the 
other  foftering  an  individual  refponfibility  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  were  to  contend  in  a  few  years  for  maftery  in  England 
by  force  of  arms.  Before  the  civil  war,  however,  broke  out, 
the  orderly  fettlement  and  rapid  growth 28  of  Maffachufetts 
had  awakened  a  feeling  of  jealoufy  in  the  mother  country. 
It  was  feared 29  that  a  flourifhing  Puritan  Colony  in  New 
England  would  influence  and  flimulate  the  Puritan  fadtion 
in  England,  and  efforts  were  accordingly  made  to  prevent 
the  threatened  danger.  A  commiffion  was  iffued  in  1634 
to  Archbifhop  Laud  and  others  to  regulate  the  plantations, 
giving  them  abfolute  authority  to  difplace  governors,  to 
eredl  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  courts,  to  inflicff  capital  pun- 
ifhment,  to  revoke  charters,  to  make  ordinances  “  which  may 

appertaine 


lawes  and  ordinances  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  faide  company,  and  for 
the  government  and  ordering  of  the 
faide  landes  and  plantation,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  inhabiting  and  to  inhabit  the  fame, 
as  to  them  from  tyme  to  tyme  fhalbe 
thought  meete.  Soe  as  fuch  lawes  and 
ordinances  be  not  contrarie  and  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  lawes  and  Statutes  of  this 
our  realme  of  England.” 

28  Relation  of  Captain  Wiggin  in 
Tranfcripts,  by  J.  S.  Jenefs,  p.  15,  dated 
19th  of  November,  1632.  “  ffor  the  plan¬ 
tation  in  the  Mattachufetts  the  Englilh 
there  being  about  2000  people,  younge 
and  old,  are  generally  moft  indudrious 
and  fitt  for  fuch  a  Worke,  havinge  in 
three  yeares  done  more  in  buyldinge 
and  plantinge,  than  others  have  done  in 
feaven  tymes  that  fpace,  and  with  at 
lead  ten  tymes  lefse  expence,  being  the 


larged,  bed  and  mod  profpering  in  all 
that  land.” 

29  Life  of  William  Laud ,  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  by  P.  Heylyn,  D.  D., 
Chaplain  to  Charles  I.  and  Charles  II., 
1668,  p.  369.  “  For  how  unfafe  mud  it 

be  thought  both  to  Church  and  State, 
to  fuffer  fuch  a  condant  Receptacle  of 
difcontented,  dangerous,  and  fchifmati- 
cal  Perfons  to  grow  up  fo  fad,  as  from 
the  Bowels  of  the  Trojan  Horfe,  fo 
many  Incendiaries  might  break  out  to 
indame  the  nation  ?  And  therefore  to 
prevent  fuch  mifchiefs  as  might  thence 
enfue,  it  was  once  under  Confultation 
of  the  chief  Phydcians  who  were  to  take 
efpecial  care  of  the  churches  Health,  to 
fend  a  Bifhop  over  to  them  for  their 
better  Government ;  and  back  him  with 
fome  Forces  to  compel,  if  he  were  not 
otherwife  able  to  perfuade  obedience.” 
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appertaine  to  ye  maintenance  of  the  clergie  Government.”30 
The  execution  of  this  commiffion  would  have  annulled 
the  charter  of  Maffachufetts,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to 
enforce  it.  If  an  attempt  had  been  made,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  the  firft  blow  againft  the  tyranny  of  the 
Stuarts  would  have  been  ftruck,  not  in  Scotland,  but  in 
Maffachufetts.31 

Although 


30  New  England  Hiftorical  and 
Genealogical  Regijler ,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  343. 
Commiffion  to  Archbiffiop  Laud  and 
others  to  govern  New  England,  dated 
28  April,  1634.  “  To  the  molt  reverend 
Father  in  God  our  well  beloved  and 
molt  faithfull  Councellor,  William  by 
divine  Providence  Archbp-  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  of  all  England  primate  and  met¬ 
ropolitan,  the  molt  reverend  ffather  in 
Chrilt  Richard  by  divine  Providence 
Archbp-  of  Yorke,  etc.”  The  Commif- 
ffion  is  long,  and  gives  in  detail  full 
power  to  make  and  annul  laws,  to  gov¬ 
ern,  to  appoint  and  difplace  governors, 
to  eredt  “  Pretorian  eourtes,”  etc. 

31  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampjhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  31. 
Letter  from  George  Burdett  to  the 
Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  dated  “  Paf- 
cataq.  Novemb.  29.  1638.”  “It  is  their 
Court  Conclulion  long  fince  decred  to 
fpend  their  blood  in  oppoling  all  coun¬ 
termands  to  their  prfent  way  &  humour ; 
to  wch  purpofe  they  ufe  all  diligence  to 
fortifie  themfelves  ;  I  do  therfore  con¬ 
ceive  that  yor  Grace  will  judg  it  necef- 
farie  to  fecure  ye  River  &  harbour  for 
his  maties  ufe.”  Indorfed  faid  31  Jan- 
uar.  1638-39.  “  Theire  affe&ation  to 
ffiape  of  Government.” 

Hiftory  of  New  England,  by  John 
Winthrop  (Savage),  Vol.  I.  p.  170, 
ed.  1853  [1634].  “  £600  raifed  towards 

fortifications  and  other  charges,  which 


were  the  more  haftened,  becaufe  there 
came  over  a  copy  of  the  commiffion 
granted  to  the  two  archbiffiops  and  ten 
others  of  the  council,  to  regulate  all 
plantations,  and  power  given  them,  or 
any  five  of  them,  to  call  in  all  patents,  to 
make  laws,  to  raife  tythes  and  portions 
for  minifters,  to  remove  and  puniffi  gov- 
ernours,  and  to  hear  and  determine  all 
caufes,  and  inflidl  all  puniffiments,  even 
death  itfelf  &c.  This  being  advifed 
from  our  friends  to  be  intended  efpe- 
clally  for  us,  and  that  there  were  ffiips 
and  foldiers  provided,  given  out  as  for 
carrying  the  newgovernour,  Capt.  Wood- 
houfe,  to  Virginia,  but  fufpefled  to  be 
againft  us,  to  compel  us  by  force  of 
arms,  to  receive  a  new  governour,  and 
the  difcipline  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  the  laws  of  the  Commiffioners  — 
occafioned  the  magiftrates  and  the  depu¬ 
ties  to  haften  our  fortifications.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  I.  p.  183.  “All  the  minif¬ 
ters,  except  Mr.  Ward  of  Ipfwich,met  at 
Bofton,  being  required  by  the  govern¬ 
our  and  affiftants,  to  confider  of  thefe 
two  cafes  :  1.  What  we  ought  to  do,  if 
a  general  governour  ffiould  be  fent  out 
of  England  ?  2.  Whether  it  be  lawful  for 
us  to  carry  the  crofs  in  our  banners  ? 
In  the  firft  place,  they  all  agreed,  that  if 
a  general  governour  were  fent,  we  ought 
not  to  accept  him,  but  defend  our  law¬ 
ful  pofleffions  (if  we  are  able),  otherwife 
to  avoid  or  protradl.  For  the  matter  of 

the 
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Although  the  commiffion  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  would  feem,  from  its  comprehenfive  terms,  to  over¬ 
ride  the  charter  of  Maffachufetts,  it  was  determined  to 
vacate  the  patent  legally,  and  accordingly  a  writ  of  quo 
warranto  was  iffued  in  1635,  the  principal  inftigators,  befides 
the  Archbifhop,32  being  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Captain 
Mafon,33  who  were  already  known  to  be  the  declared  enemies 
of  the  Puritan  colony.  They  were  the  leading  fpirits  in  the 
Council  for  New  England,  and  had  devifed  a  fcheme  to 
divide  the  entire  northern  part  of  the  continent  into  twelve 
provinces,34  with  a  general  governor  over  the  whole,  depend¬ 
ent 


the  crofs,  they  were  divided,  and  fo  de¬ 
ferred  it  to  another  meeting.” 

Hijlory  of  Plymouth  Plantation ,  by 
William  Bradford,  fecond  Governor  of 
the  Colony,  p.  328,  edited  by  Charles 
Deane,  1856.'  “And  y*  Archbilhops 
purpofs  &  intente  was  by  his  meanes 
[Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges]  &  fome  he 
fhould  fend  with  him  (to  be  furnifhed 
with  epifcopal  power)  to  difturbe  ye 
peace  of  ye  churches  here,  and  to  over¬ 
throw  their  proceedings  and  further 
growth,  which  was  ye  thing  he  aimed 
at.” 

82  Letter  of  Emanuel  Downing  to 
Hugh  Peter,  in  Maffachufets  Hiflori- 
cal  Society  Collections,  Fourth  Series , 
Vol.  VI.  p.  58.  “  The  Bifhop  caufed  a 

Quo  Warranto  to  be  fued  forth  in  the 
King’s  Bench  againft  our  Patentees, 
thinking  to  damme  our  patent,  and  put 
a  generall  governour  over  us.” 

33  Hijlory  of  New  England, \  by 
John  Winthrop  (Savage),  Vol.  I.  p.  122. 
“  May,  1633.  By  thefe  fhips  we  under- 
ftood  that  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardiner  and 
Thomas  Morton  and  Philip  Ratcliff 
(who  had  been  punifhed  here  for  their 
mifdemeanours)  had  petitioned  to  the 
King  and  Council  againft  us  (being  fet 


on  by  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt. 
Mafon,  who  had  begun  a  plantation  at 
Pafcataquack,  and  aimed  at  the  general 
government  of  New  England  for  their 
agent  here,  Capt.  Neal).” 

34  Ibid.,  Vol.  I.  p.  192  [1635].  “By 
a  letter  from  the  Lord  Say  and  report  of 
divers  paffengers,  it  was  certified  to  us 
that  Capt.  Mafon  and  others,  the  adver¬ 
saries  of  this  colony,  had  built  a  great 
Ihip  to  fend  over  the  general  governour 
&c.  which  being  launched  fell  afunder  in 
the  midft.  It  appeared  likewife  by  a 
copy  of  a  petition  fent  over  to  us,  that 
they  had  divided  all  this  country  of  New 
England,  viz.  between  St.  Croix  in  the 
eaft,  and  that  of  lord  Bartimore,  called 
Maryland,  into  twelve  provinces,  dif- 
pofed  to  twelve  in  England,  who  fhould 
fend  each  ten  men  to  attend  the  general 
governour  coming  over,  but  the  projedt 
took  not  effedt.  The  Lord  fruftrated 
their  defign.” 

The  Quo  Warranto  of  1635  is  given 
in  full  in  the  New  England  Hiflori- 
cal  and  Genealogical  Regifler ,  Vol. 
XXXVIII.  p.  209,  being  a  tranflation 
from  the  Latin  copy  fuppofed  to  have 
been  ufed  by  Sir  John  Banks  at  the  trial 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 


Memoir  of 


ent  upon  the  authority  of  the  King.  To  this  fcheme  the 
patent  of  MafTachufetts  flood  in  the  way.  The  fuit  to 
annul  the  charter  appears  to  have  continued  about  two 
years,  without  any  apparent  refult,35  although  in  the  Eafler 
term  of  the  court,  in  1637,  certain  corporators  having 
appeared  and  difclaimed,  and  others  not  appearing,  having 
been  outlawed,  “judgment  was  given  for  the  King,  that  the 
Libertyes  and  Franchifes  of  the  faid  Corporators  fhould  be 
feized  into  the  King’s  hands.” 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Council  for  New  England  had  come 
to  the  conclufion  that  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  refign 
their  charter  of  1620  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  but  before 
making  the  refignation  they  allotted  among  themfelves  their 
whole  territory,  dividing  it  into  eight  portions,36  without 

having 


85  Memorial  Hijlory  of  B  of  on,  p.  343, 
article  by  Charles  Deane.  “  The  pro- 
cefs  was  pending  about  two  years. 
There  was  no  fervice  of  the  writ  on 
the  corporation,  nor  on  any  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  in  MafTachufetts.” 

Hi/lory  of  New  England,  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  Vol.  I.  p.  405,  ed.  1864.  “It 
was  perhaps  owing  not  a  little  to  the 
decay  of  his  [Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges] 
former  activity  that  the  .proceedings 
under  the  quo  warranto  againft  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  company  proved  fruitlefs.” 

Hiflory  of  New  England,  by  John 
Winthrop  (Savage),  Vol.  I.  p.  223,  ed. 
1853  [1636].  “The  laft  winter  Capt. 
Mafon  died.  He  was  the  chief  mover 
in  all  attempts  againft  us,  and  was  to 
have  fent  the  general  governour,  and  for 
this  end  was  providing  fhipping;  but 
the  Lord  in  mercy  taking  him  away, 
all  the  buftnefs  fell  afleep.”  Ibid.,  Vol. 
II.  p.  12.  “It  is  faid  that  Mafon  re¬ 
pented  on  his  death  bed  for  his  enmity 
towards  Maflachufetts.” 


Captain  fohn  Mafon,  Prince  Society, 
p.  29.  “The  death  [December,  1635] 
of  fo  energetic  a  churchman  and  roy- 
alift  was  regarded  as  a  divine  favor  by 
the  Puritans  of  Maflachufetts  Bay.” 

36  Records  of  the  Council  for  New 
England,  in  Proceedings  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Antiquarian  Society,  April,  1867. 
“  Att  a  Meetinge  att  the  Lord  Gorges 
Houfe^  3d. Feb.  1634-5.  prefent:  Earle 
of  Sterline;  Lord  Maultrovers.  Lord 
Gorges.  St  Ferd:  Gorges.  Capt?  John 
Mafon.  .  .  .  Forafmuch  as  by  a  mutual 
agreem1  wee  .  .  .  are  to  joyne  in  ye 
furrendr  to  his  Ma‘y  of  ye  Great  Charter 
.  .  .  and  to  ye  intent  yl  every  one  of 
us  according  to  equity  and  in  fome 
reafonable  manner  anfwerable  to  his 
adventures  or  other  intereft  may  enjoy  a 
pportion  of  ye  lands  of  ye  fd  country  to 
bee  immediately  holden  of  his  Ma‘>' 
etc.”  .  .  .  divifion  numbered  5  cover¬ 
ing  Maflachufetts  fell  to  Lord  Gorges, 
N°-  6  to  Capt.  Mafon,  and  N°-  7  to  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges.” 
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having  any  regard  to  the  vetted  rights  of  the  Maffachufetts 
Company  conferred  originally  by  them,  and  confirmed  and 
enlarged  by  the  Crown,  thinking,  probably,  that  the  patent 
of  the  Company  would  be  annulled  as  fpeedily  as  had  been 
that  of  Virginia  in  1624.  The  reafons  for  refigning  the 
grant  are  dated  to  be  the  encroachments  of  the  Maffachu¬ 
fetts  colonifts,  “  riding  over  the  heads  of  all  thofe  Lords  & 
others  that  had  their  Porcons  affigned  unto  them  in  his 
late  Mat3  prefence ;  that  they  have  made  themfelves  a  free 
People,  and  framed  unto  themfelves  both  new  laws  and  new 
conceipts  of  matters  of  Religion  &  forms  of  ecclefiaftical 
&  temporall  Orders  &  Governm*.  But  finding  it  a  tafk  too 
great  for  us  to  pform  Wee  rather  chofe  to  refign  all  into  his 
Mat3  hands  to  do  therein  as  his  Maty  pleafed,  to  whom  wee 
conceived  it  did  principally  belong  to  have  care  of  a  bufinefs 
of  fo  high  a  confequence  as  now  it  is  found  to  be.”37  The 
Council  alfo  petitioned  the  King  to  confirm  the  allotments, 
made  among  themfelves,  under  his  “  Royall  Signature.  The 
faid  Land  to  be  holden  immediately  of  yr  Maty  &  fubmitting 
themfelves  to  yr  Matys  Governr  or  Lieutenant  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  for  the  time  being.” 38 

The  King,  having  accepted  the  refignation,  appointed 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  Governor  General  of  New  England, 

“  as 

likewife  ordered  and  agreed  that  for 
time  to  come  noe  man  fhalbe  admitted 
to  the  freedome  of  this  body  polliticke, 
but  fuch  as  are  members  of  fome  of  the 
churches  within  the  lymitts  of  the  fame.” 
Mafs.  Records ,  Vol.  I.  p.  37. 

88  Ibid.,  meeting  of  the  26.  day  of 
Aprill  1635  at  the  Earl  of  Carlile’s. 

VOL.  I.  —  3 


87  Records  of  the  Council  for  ATew 
England,  meeting  of  April  18,  1635,  at 
the  Lord  Gorges.  The  law  reftridting 
the  right  of  civil  fuff  rage,  palled  in  the 
May  feflion  of  the  General  Court,  1631, 
eftablifhed  the  Congregational  form  as 
the  Church  of  the  Colony.  “To  the 
end  the  body  of  the  comons  may  be 
pserved  of  honeft  &  good  men,  it  was 
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“  as  we  have  had  of  long  time  good  experience  of  his  fidelity, 
circumfpedtion,  &  knowledg  of  his  governmen4  in  martiall 
affairs  &  civill,  befides  his  underfianding  of  ye  ftate  of  thofe 
Countrys,  wherein  he  hath  been  an  imediat  mover  &  a  prin- 
cipall  Adtor  to  ye  great  prejudice  of  his  Eftate.”39 

As  already  ftated,  the  colonifts,  led  by  their  magifirates 
and  clergy,  were  determined  not  to  accept  a  general  gover¬ 
nor,  and  to  defend  their  lawful  pofleffions,  as  well  as  they 
were  able.  A  board  of  war,  or  military  committee,  was 
appointed,  “  to  make  offenfive  and  defenfive  war ;  to  im- 
prifon  enemies  of  the  comonwealthe  and  fuch  as  will  not 
come  under  reftraint  to  put  fuch  perfons  to  death.” 40  Or¬ 
ders  were  given  to  complete  the  fort  and  mount  the  cannon, 
while  a  beacon  was  to  be  eredled  to  give  notice  of  any  ap¬ 
proaching  danger  to  the  country.41  To  unite  the  people  in 
defence  of  the  “  libertyes  and  privileges  ”  of  the  colony,  the 
refidents’  oath  was  to  be  exadfed,42  as  well  as  the  freemen’s 
cath.  The 


89  Records  of  the  Council  for  New 
England ,  fame  meeting. 

A  letter  of  Thomas  Morton,  who 
was  retained  as  “  Sollicitor  for  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  faid  deeds  under  ye  Great 
Seale,  as  alfo  to  profecute  fuite  at  Law 
for  ye  repealing  of  ye  Patent  belonging 
to  ye  Maflachufetts  Company,”  to  Jef¬ 
fries  in  New  England,  printed  in  Hutch- 
inf  oris  Hiflory  of  M affachufetts  Bay , 
2d  edition,  London,  1765,  Vol.  I.  p.  31, 
fhows  the  exultation  of  the  enemies  of 
the  colony  at  the  profpedt  of  annulling 
the  charter,  by  which  “  the  Kingdom  of 
the  feparatifts  will  fall  afunder  and  the 
cropping  of  King  Winthrop’s  ears ’’will 
take  place. 

40  Maffachufetts  Records.  On  3  Sep¬ 
tember,  1634,  a  board  of  war  was  ap¬ 


pointed,  confifting  of  five  members, 
increafed  to  eleven  on  4  March,  1634-5, 
then  reduced  to  feven  6  May.  Henry 
Vane  was  made  one  of  the  committee  3 
March,  1635-6. 

41  Ibid.,  4  March,  1634-5.  “  It  is  or¬ 

dered  that  the  ffort  att  Caltle  Ifland, 
nowe  begun  lhalbe  fully  pfedted,  the 
ordinances  mounted  .  .  .  there  fhalbe 
a  beacon  fett  on  the  Sentry  hill  att 
Bolton  to  give  notice  to  the  country  of 
any  danger.  The  deputy  gour  overfeer 
of  the  ffortificacon  att  Cattle  Ifland  fhall 
haue  power  to  preffe  men  for  that 
worke.” 

42  Ibid.,  “  that  euy  man  of  above  the 
age  of  fixteene  yeares  whoe  hath  beene 
or  fhall  hereafter  be  refident  within 
this  jurifdidtion  by  the  fpace  of  fixe 

moneths 
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The  fuit  in  the  King’s  Bench  being  unfuccefsful,  an  effort 
was  made  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  charter,  which  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Maffachufetts  colonifls.43  Great  import¬ 
ance 


moneths  fhall  take  the  oath  of  refi¬ 
dents.”  The  oath  was  as  follows  :  “  I, 
A.  B.  being  by  God’s  Providence  an 
inhabitant  within  the  jurifdicion  of  this 
comon  wealthe  doe  freely  and  fincerely 
acknowledge  my  felfe  to  be  fubjedl  to 
the  goument  thereof,  &  therefore  doe 
heare  fweare  by  the  greate  &  dreadfull 
name  of  the  euer  lyveing  God  that  I 
will  be  true  &  faithfull  to  the  fame  & 
will  accordingly  yeilde  affiftance  &  fup- 
port  therunto  with  my  pfon  &  eftate, 
as  in  equity  I  am  bound,  &  will  alfo 
truely  indeavr  to  maintaine  &  preferve 
all  the  libertyes  &  privileges  thereof,” 
etc.  For  the  full  text  of  the  Refidents’ 
oath  and  the  Freemen’s  oath,  fee  Majfa - 
chufetts  Records ,  Vol.  I.  p.  353,  354. 
The  Freemen’s  oath  was  limilar  to  that 
of  the  Refidents,  in  molt  refpedts. 

43  Memorial  Hijlory  of  Bojion , 
p.  344.  “  The  Privy  Council  Records 

have  this  entry  under  the  date  of  May 
3,  1637:  Their  Lordfhips  taking  into 
confideration  the  patent  granted  to  the 
Governor  of  New  England,  did  this 
day  order,  that  Mr.  Attorney-General 
be  hereby  prayed  and  required  to  call 
for  the  faid  patent,  and  prefent  the  fame 
to  the  Board  or  the  Committee  for  For¬ 
eign  Plantations.” 

Hutchinfon's  Colleftion  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  I.  p.  118:  “  Coppie 
of  a  Letter  fent  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  to  Mr.  Winthrop, 
for  the  Patent  of  this  Plantation  to  be 
fent  to  them.  At  Whitehall  April  4th 
1638.  Prefent:  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Treaf- 
urer,  Lord  Privy  Seale,  Earle  Marfhall, 
Earie  of  Dorfet,  Earle  of  Holland,  Lord 


Cottington,  Mr.  Treafurer,  Mr.  Con- 
trouler,  Mr.  Secretary  Cooke,  Mr. 
Secretary  Windebank.  This  day  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  for  foreign  Plan¬ 
tations,  taking  into  confideration  that 
the  petitions  and  complaints  of  his  Ma- 
jeftys  fubjedts,  planters  and  traders  in 
New  England  grow  more  frequent  than 
heretofore  for  want  of  a  fettled  and  or¬ 
derly  government  in  thofe  parts,  and  call¬ 
ing  to  mind  that  they  had  formerly  given 
order  about  two  or  three  years  fince 
to  Mr.  Cradock  a  member  of  that  plan¬ 
tation,  to  caufe  the  grant  or  letters  patent 
of  that  plantation  (alleadged  by  him  to 
be  there  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Winthrop)  to  be  lent  over  hither,  and 
that  notwithftanding  the  fame,  the  faid 
letters  patent  were  not  as  yet  brought 
over:  And  their  Lordfhips  being  now 
informed  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  that 
a  Quo  Warranto  had  been  brought  ac¬ 
cording  to  former  order  againft  the  faid 
patent,  and  the  fame  was  proceeded  to 
judgment  againft  fo  many  as  had  ap¬ 
peared,  and  that  they  which  had  not 
appeared,  were  outlawed. 

“  Their  Lordfhips  well  approving  of 
Mr.  Attorney’s  care  and  proceeding 
therein  did  now  refolve  and  order,  that 
Mr.  Meawtis,  clerk  of  the  Council  at¬ 
tendant  upon  the  faid  Commiffioners  for 
foreign  plantations  fhould  in  a  letter 
from  himfelfe  to  Mr.  Winthrop  inclofe 
and  convey  this  order  unto  him.  And 
their  Lordfhips  hereby  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  and  according  to  his  exprefs  will 
and  pleafure  ftridtly  require  and  enjoine 
the  faid  Winthrop,  or  any  other  in 
whofe  power  and  cuftody  the  faid  letters 
patent  are,  that  they  fail  not  to  tranfmit 

the 
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ance  was  attached  to  the  poffeffion  of  the  original  docu¬ 
ment  by  both  parties  in  the  ftruggle.  This  move  alfo  met 
with  failure. 

The  feeble  colony  felt  itfelf  ftrong  enough,  in  what  was 
confidered  a  righteous  caufe,  to  refill;  the  demands  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  oppofe  the  fchemes  of  the  Archbilhop, 
then  at  the  height  of  his  power,44  who,  not  difcouraged  by 
his  firft  failure,  wrote  to  George  Burdett,  in  New  England, 
“  affuring  him  that  he  would  take  a  time  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  diforders  which  he  informed  them  of ;  but  by  reafon  of 
much  bufinefs  which  lay  upon  them,  they  could  not  at  that 

time 


the  faid  patent  hither  by  the  returne  of 
the  fhip  in  which  the  order  is  conveyed 
to  them,  it  being  refolved  that  in  cafe  of 
any  further  negledl  or  contempt  by  them 
Ihewed  therein,  their  lordthips  will 
caufe  a  ftrifl  courfe  to  be  taken  againft 
them,  and  will  move  his  Majefty  to  re- 
alfume  into  his  hands  the  whole  planta¬ 
tion.” 

The  General  Court’s  addrefs,  6  Sep¬ 
tember,  1638,  to  the  Commiffioners  for 
foreign  Plantations,  fays :  “  As  for  the 
quo  warranto  mentioned  in  the  faid 
order  we  doe  allure  your  Lordthips  we 
were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it :  if  our 
patent  be  taken  from  us,  the  common 
people  here  will  confider  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  hath  caft  them  off.  Freed  from 
their  allegiance  and  fubjeftion  they  will 
be  ready  to  confederate  themfelves  un¬ 
der  a  new  government.”  Hijiory  of 
M affachufetts  Bay ,  by  T.  Hutchinfon, 
2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  507.  “  It  was  re¬ 

folved  to  be  belt  not  to  fend  it,  becaufe 
people  in  England  would  conceive  it  to 
be  furrendered.”  Hijiory  of  New  Eng¬ 
land ,  by  John  Winthrop  (Savage),  ed. 
1853,  Vol.  I.  p.  269. 


44  Life  of  William  Laud,  by  P. 
Heylyn,  D.  D.,  Chaplain  to  Charles  I. 
and  Charles  II.,  p.  342.  Proclamation 
by  the  King,  13  Auguft  1637:  “That 
Proceffes  may  ilfue  out  of  Ecclefiaftical 
Courts  in  the  name  of  the  Bifhops,  and 
that  a  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal  is 
not  necefiary  for  the  keeping  of  the  faid 
Ecclefiaftical  Courts.  That  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  High  Commiflion  and 
other  Ecclefiaftical  Courts  are  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this 
Realm.”  The  opinion  of  the  Judges 
upon  which  the  Proclamation  was  bafed 
was  entered  as  matter  of  record  in  the 
Star  Chamber. 

The  authority  of  Charles  I.  was  at 
that  time  apparently  more  firmly  eftab- 
lifhed  than  ever,  the  cafe  of  the  fhip 
money  having  been  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Crown.  Hallam  in  his  Middle 
Ages,  ed.  1862,  Vol.  II.  p.  324,  fpeaks 
of  the  “  fweeping  maxims  of  abfolute 
power  which  fervile  judges  and  church¬ 
men  taught  the  Tudor  and  Stuart 
princes.” 


Edward  Randolph .  21 

time  accomplifh  his  defire.”45  Fortunately  for  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  planters,  the  troubles  in  Scotland  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  England  prevented 
any  attempt  being  made  to  coerce  them.40  However,  another 
effort  was  foon  made  to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  coveted 
parchment,  which  alfo  ended  in  failure.47 

The  threatened  danger  from  England  being  averted  by 
the  civil  war,  the  colony  affumed  a  pofition  of  neutrality  48 
in  the  conflidl,  although  in  fympathy  with  the  movement  of 

reform, 


45  Hijlory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay ,  by 
Thomas  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  86 ;  alfo  Hubbard's  Hijlory  of  New 
England,  p.  263. 

46  Hijlory  of  New  England \  by  J. 
Winthrop  (Savage),  ed.  1853,  Vol.  I. 
p.  266  [1638] :  “  The  troubles  which 
arofe  in  Scotland  about  the  book  of 
common  prayer  and  the  canons,  which 
the  King  would  have  forced  upon  the 
Scotch  churches,  did  fo  take  up  the 
King  and  Council,  that  they  had  neither 
the  heart  nor  leifure  to  look  after  the 
affairs  of  New  England.” 

47  Ibid.,  Vol.  I.  p.  298  [1639]  :  “  The 
Governour  received  letters  from  Mr. 
Cradock,  and  in  them  another  order 
from  the  lords  commiffioners  to  this 
effedt :  That,  whereas  they  had  received 
our  petition  upon  their  former  order 
&c.  by  which  they  perceived,  that  we 
were  taken  with  fome  jealoufies  and 
fears  of  their  intentions  &c.  they  did 
accept  of  our  anfwer,  and  did  now 
declare  their  intentions  to  be  only  to 
regulate  all  plantations  to  be  fubor- 
di  nate  to  the  faid  commiffion ;  and  that 
they  meant  to  continue  our  liberties 
etc.  and  therefore  did  now  again  per¬ 
emptorily  require  the  governour  to  fend 
them  our  patent  by  the  firtt  fhip ;  and 


that  in  the  meantime,  they  did  give  us, 
by  that  order,  full  power  to  go  on  in 
the  government  of  the  people  until  we 
had  a  new  patent  fent  us ;  and  withal 
they  added  threats  of  further  courfe,  to 
be  taken  with  us  if  we  failed.  This 
order  being  imparted  to  the  next  general 
court  .  .  .  an  order  was  taken,  that  Mr. 
Cradock’s  agent,  who  delivered  the  let¬ 
ter  to  the  governour  &c.  fhould  in  his 
letters  to  his  matter,  make  no  mention 
of  the  letters  he  delivered  to  the  gover¬ 
nour,  feeing  his  matter  had  not  laid  any 
charge  upon  him  to  that  end.” 

48  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  180.  “The  par¬ 
liament  had  taught  us  falus  populi  is 
fuprema  lex.  The  King  is  enraged 
againtt  us,  and  all  his  party,  and  the 
popith  Hates,  we  ought  not  therefore  to 
oppofe  parliament.  We  ought  not  to 
deny  the  authority  of  parliament  as  Eatt 
Greenwich  is  in  their  power  [the  land  in 
Matfachufetts  was  held  “  as  of  our  man- 
nor  of  Eatt  Greenwich  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  in  free  and comon  Socage”]  and 
if  parliament  thould  hereafter  be  of  a 
malignant  fpirit  etc.  then  if  we  have 
ttrength  fufficient  we  may  make  ufe  of 
falus  populi  to  withftand  any  authority 
thence  to  our  hurt.” 
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reform,49  and  highly  favored  both  by  Parliament50  and 
Cromwell.61  The  attempt,  a  few  years  later,  to  influence 
Parliament  againft  the  colony,  made  in  1646  by  Samuel 
Maverick,  Doctor  Child,  and  others,52  who  petitioned  “  for 
fettled  churches  in  New  England  according  to  the  reforma¬ 
tion  of  England  ;  that  a  general  governour  or  fome  honorable 
commiffloners  may  be  appointed,”  and  afking  “  whether  the 
patent  of  the  Maflachufetts  was  confirmed  by  parliament, 


49  Hijlory  of  New  England,  by  J. 
Winthrop  (Savage),  ed.  1853,  Vol.  II. 
p.  21  [1640]:  “They  [the  fhhing  vef- 
fels]  brought  us  news  of  the  Scots 
entering  England,  and  the  calling  of  a 
parliament,  and  the  hope  of  a  thorough 
reformation  etc.  whereupon  fome  among 
us  began  to  think  of  returning  back 
to  England.”  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  31. 
“  The  parliament  of  England  fetting 
upon  a  general  reformation  both  of 
church  and  Hate,  the  earl  of  Strafford 
being  beheaded,  and  the  archbifhop  (our 
greateft  enemy)  and  many  others  of  the 
great  officers  and  judges,  bifhops  and 
others  imprifoned  and  called  to  account, 
this  caufed  all  men  to  flay  in  England  in 
expectation  of  a  new  world.” 

Hallam  attributes  the  overthrow  of 
Laud  and  Wentworth  to  the  hoftility  of 
the  practitioners  of  the  common  law. 
He  fays,  in  his  Conjlitutional  Hijlory, 
ed.  1861,  Vol.  II.  p.  51  :  “  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  great  aim  of  thofe  two  per- 
fons  [Wentworth  and  Laud]  was  to 
effeCt  the  fubjugation  of  the  common 
lawyers.  The  arrogant  contempt  of  the 
lawyers  manifefted  by  Laud  and  his 
faCtion  of  priefts  led  to  the  ruin  of  the 
great  churchman  and  of  the  church  it- 
felf  —  by  the  hands  chiefly  of  that  power¬ 
ful  body  they  had  infulted.”  The  lawyers 
had  always  manifefted  a  great  jealoufy 
of  the  fpiritual  jurifdiCtion. 


and 

* 

co  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  42  [1641]:  “An 
order  was  made  that  we  fhould  enjoy 
all  our  liberties  &c.  according  to  our 
patent,  whereby  our  patent  which  had 
been  condemned  and  called  in  upon 
an  erroneous  judgment  in  a  quo  war¬ 
ranto  was  now  implicitly  revived  and 
confirmed.”  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  236: 
“  The  parliament  alfo  had  made  an  or¬ 
dinance  to  free  all  goods  from  cuftom 
which  came  to  New  England.”  See  alfo 
M ajfachufetts  Records,  1 643,  M  ay  10. 

51  Hijlory  of  M ajfachufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  194, 
Leverett’s  letter  to  Endicot :  “  Although 
his  Highnefs  and  divers  of  the  Council 
are  very  cordial  friends  to  New  England, 
yet  there  are  not  wanting  thofe  who  wait 
an  opportunity  of  complaints  coming 
againft  you  to  ufher  in  fomething  elfe, 
the  great  priviledges  belonging  to  New 
England  being  matter  of  envy,  as  of 
fome  in  other  plantations,  fo  of  divers 
in  England,  who  trade  to  thofe  places.” 

62  M ajfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  II.  p.  7 
OClober  1646  :  “  They  clearly  infinuate 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  that  thofe 
now  in  authority  doe  intend  to  ex- 
ercife  an  unwarranted  dominion  & 
an  arbitrary  goument,  fuch  as  is  abom¬ 
inable  to  ye  Parliament  &  ye  party  in 
England.” 

Winthrop' s  New  England,  Vol.  II. 

p.  293  : 
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and  whether  it  was  neceffary  it  fhould  be,  and  whether  the 
Court  may  forfeit  their  charter,”  was  unfuccefsful. 

The  petition  and  the  controverfy  refulting  from  it  led  to 
a  ftatement  being  made  of  the  charter  rights  of  the  colony, 
as  underftood  by  the  planters,  in  which  Winthrop  afferted 
firmly  that  the  colony  had  power  granted  it  to  govern  itfelf, 
making  its  own  laws  and  electing  its  own  officers,  and  that 
only  in  cafes  of  matter  of  ftate  could  there  be  an  appeal  to 
England,  the  judgments  of  the  civil  and  criminal  courts  of 
the  colony  being  final.63  The  pofition  affumed  by  the  colony 
was  acquiefced  in  by  Parliament.64 

Upon  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  1660 65  and  the  re-ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  Anglican  church,  fears  were  felt  by  the 
colonifts  that  attempts  would  again  be  made  to  deprive  them 
of  their  liberties,  although  the  King’s  declaration,  made  at 
Breda,  before  coming  to  England,  might  have  allayed  their 
anxiety  for  a  time66  The  reaction,  however,  towards  arbi¬ 
trary 


p.  293  :  “  Their  queries  were  chiefly 
about  the  validity  of  our  patent  and 
how  it  might  be  forfeited.” 

63  Hiflory  of  New  England,  by  J. 
Winthrop  (Savage),  ed.  1853,  Vol.  II. 
p.  279. 

Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  183:  “Though  our 
patent  frees  us  from  appeals  in  cafes  of 
judicature,  yet  not  in  point  of  ftate.” 

54  Hiflory  of  New  England,  by  J.  G. 
Palfrey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  II.  p.  213. 

55  Political  Annals  of  the  Prefent 
United  Colonies  from  their  Settlement 
to  the  Peace  of  1763,  by  George 
Chalmers,  London,  1780^.239:  “The 
reftoration  of  Charles  II.  forms  a  re¬ 
markable  epoch  as  well  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  colonies,  as  in  that  of  the  fovereign 
ftate.  For  ufurpation  had  long  reigned 


triumphant  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  :  and  with  that  event  was  the  confti- 
tution  of  both  happily  re-eftablifhed.” 

Ibid.,  p.  244 :  “  That  prince  and  that 
colony  [Malfachufetts]  mutually  hated, 
contemned,  and  feared  each  other  dur¬ 
ing  his  reign.” 

Hiflory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  209 : 
“  I  have  no  where  met  with  any  marks 
of  difrefpedl  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
King,  and  there  is  no  room  to  fuppofe 
they  were  under  difaffedlion  to  his  fon, 
and  if  they  feared  his  reftoration  it  was 
becaufe  they  expected  a  change  in  re¬ 
ligion,  and  that  a  perfecution  of  all  non- 
conformifts  would  follow  it.” 

66  Hiflory  of  the  Rebellion  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Lord  Clarendon,  ed.  1826, 

Book 
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trary  power  in  ftate  and  church  was  apparently  irrefiftible,57 
and  it  did  not  fpend  its  force  until  near  the  clofe  of  James 
the  Second’s  reign.  The  Adtof  Uniformity  of  1662  and  fub- 
fequent  adfs  paffed  by  Parliament  made  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  once  more  fupreme,58  while  Lord  Clarendon,  the  chief 

advifer, 


Book  XVI.  p.  464.  His  Majefty’s  dec¬ 
laration  “  given  under  our  fign  manual 
and  privy  fignet  at  our  Court  at  Breda 
the  T\th  day  of  April,  1660,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  our  reign.  We  do  de¬ 
clare  a  liberty  of  tender  confciences, 
and  that  no  man  fhall  be  difquieted,  or 
called  in  queftion,  for  differences  of 
opinion  in  matters  of  religion  which  do 
not  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  that  we  fhall  be  ready  to  content  to 
fuch  an  Aft  of  Parliament  as,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  lhall  be  offered  to 
us  for  the  full  granting  that  indulgence.” 

57  Conjiitutional  Hijlory  of  England, , 
by  H.  Hallam,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  II.  p.  317: 
“  He  [Lord  Clarendon]  did  never  dif- 
femble,  he  fays,  from  the  time  of  his 
return  with  the  King,  that  the  late  re¬ 
bellion  could  never  be  extirpated  and 
pulled  up  by  the  roots,  till  the  King’s 
regal  and  inherent  power  and  preroga¬ 
tive  fhould  be  fully  avowed  and  vindi¬ 
cated,  and  till  the  ufurpations  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament  fince  the  year  1640 
were  difclaimed  and  made  odious  .  .  . 
I  can  only  underftand  thefe  words  to 
mean  that  they  [Parliament]  might 
have  been  led  to  repeal  other  ftatutes  of 
the  long  parliament,  befides  the  trien¬ 
nial  aft,  and  that  excluding  the  bifhops 
from  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  reftore  the  two  great  levers  of 
prerogative,  the  courts  of  ftar-chamber 
and  high-commiffion.”  The  high-church 
party  claimed  that  the  headfhip  of  the 
church  only  had  been  changed,  but  not 
the  power  of  the  church  itfelf.  Life 


of  Laud,  by  P.  Heylyn,  D.  D.,  p.  2: 
“  But  this  expulfion  of  the  Pope ,  as  it 
did  no  way  prejudice  the  clergy  in  their 
power  of  making  Canons ,  Confutations 
and  other  Synodical  afts,  but  only 
brought  them  to  a  dependence  upon 
the  King  for  the  better  ordering  of  the 
fame  ;  fo  neither  did  it  create  any  dim¬ 
inution  of  the  Power  and  Priviledges  of 
the  Arch-Bifhops  and  Bifhops  in  the 
free  exercife  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Jurif- 
diftion  which  anciently  belonged  to 
them.”  The  Court  of  Star  Chamber 
and  the  High  Commiffion  were  confid- 
ered  by  Heylyn  as  neceffary  “bridles 
to  curb  the  Puritan  faction.”  Ibid., 
p.  482. 

58  By  the  Aft  of  Uniformity  of  1662, 
every  clergyman  and  every  fchoolmafter 
refufing  to  exprefs  by  Auguft  24  his  un¬ 
feigned  content  to  everything  contained 
in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  was  to 
be  precluded  from  holding  a  benefice. 
In  May,  1664,  a  Conventicle  Aft  was 
paffed,  by  which  any  adult  attending  a 
conventicle  was  made  liable  to  punifh- 
ment,  even  to  tranfportation.  A  con¬ 
venticle  was  defined  to  be  a  religious 
meeting,  not  in  accordance  with  the 
praftice  of  the  Church  of  England,  at 
which  more  than  four  perfons  were 
prefent  in  addition  to  the  houfehold. 
In  1665  the  Five  Mile  Aft  paffed:  no 
ejefted  minifter  was  allowed  to  come 
within  five  miles  of  a  borough  town, 
or  of  any  place  in  which  he  once  held 
a  cure,  unlefs  he  took  the  oath  of  non- 
refiftance  and  fwore  not  to  alter  church 

or 
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advifer  of  the  King,  was  known  to  be  hoftile  to  New  Eng¬ 
land.59  The  news  received  by  the  colonifts  was  not  reaflur- 
ing,60  Mr.  Leverett  writing  from  England  that  “  petitions  and 
complaints  were  preferred  againft  the  colony  to  the  King  in 
Council,  and  to  the  parliament  (a  citation  being  polled  upon 
the  exchange  in  London)  by  Mafon,  Gorges  and  others,”  and 
that  New  England  was  again  threatened  with  a  general 
governor,  as  in  Archbifhop  Laud’s  time.  The  anxiety  felt 
by  the  planters  twenty-five  years  before  was  revived,61  and 
apparently  not  allayed  by  the  receipt  of  “  a  molt  gracious 
anfwer  ”  from  the  King  to  a  loyal  addrefs  fent  to  him  by  the 

General 


or  ftate.  In  1673  the  Tell  A6t  paffed: 
no  one  could  hold  office  who  refufed  to 
declare  his  disbelief  in  tranfubftantia- 
tion,  and  who  refufed  to  receive  the 
Sacrament  according  to  the  Church  of 
England.  See  Students'  Hijlory  of 
England,  by  S.  R.  Gardiner,  p.  585. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Pepys ,  1660,  May 
22  :  “  The  old  clergy  talk  as  being  fure 
of  their  lands  again  and  laugh  at  the 
Presbytery.”  1662,  Dec.  31:  “The 
Biffiopps  are  high  and  go  on  without 
any  diffidence  in  preffing  uniformity.” 
1663,  Nov.  9:  [Mr.  Blackburn]  “told 
me  how  highly  the  prefent  clergy  carry 
themfelves  everywhere,  fo  as  that  they 
are  hated  and  laughed  at  by  every  one  : 
among  other  things,  for  their  excom¬ 
munications,  which  they  fend  upon  the 
lead  occafions  almoft  that  can  be.” 

69  Hiflory  of  the  Rebellion  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  Lord  Clarendon,  ed.  1826, 
Book  III.  p.  327,  fpeaks  of  the  colony 
of  Maflachufetts  as  being  “  planted  by  a 
mixture  of  all  religions,  which  difpofed 
the  profeffors  to  diflike  the  government 
of  the  church.”  Ibid.,  Book  XIII.  p.  609. 
“  New  England  has  been  too  much 

vol.  1.  —  4  ' 


allied  to  all  the  confpiracies  and  com¬ 
binations  againft  the  Crown  not  to  be 
very  well  pleafed  that  men  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples  had  prevailed  and  fettled  a  gov¬ 
ernment  themfelves  were  delighted 
with.” 

®°  Hutchinfon' s  Collettion  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  40.  Letter 
from  John  Leverett,  the  Colony’s  agent, 
to  “  Govenor  Endecott  and  the  Generali 
Court,  London  13  September,  1660. 
They  [the  complainants]  move  that  a 
general  governour  may  be  fent  to  give 
releife  to  them.  .  .  .  The  Quakers  I  heare 
have  been  with  the  King  concerning 
your  putting  to  death  thofe  of  theyr 
friends  executed  at  Bofton.  The  gene- 
rail  vogue  of  people  is  that  a  governor 
will  be  fent  over.  Epifcopacy,  common 
prayer,  boweing  a?t  the  name  of  Jefus, 
figne  of  the  crofs  in  baptifme,  the  altar 
and  organs  are  in  ufe  and  like  to  be 
more.  The  Lord  keepe  and  preferve  his 
churches  that  there  may  not  be  fainting 
in  a  day  of  tryall.” 

61  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  212. 
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General  court  of  the  colony.  Before  the  receipt  of  the 
royal  letter  inltru6Hons  had  been  fent  to  Mr.  Leverett  that 
he  fhould  exprefs  the  defire  of  the  colony  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  its  rights  and  privileges,63  and  “for  the  renewing 
that  ordinance  that  freed  us  from  cuiloms  ioth  March  42.” 
The  ordinance  of  1651,  in  regard  to  the  importation  of 
goods  from  foreign  parts,  had  not  been  enforced  againft 
New  England.64  The  Navigation  A<5t  of  1660,  called  an 

“Aft 


62  Hijlory  of  Ma  jfach ufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  21 1.  “  The  governor  and  affiftants 

met  forthwith ;  called  the  General 
Court  to  convene  the  19th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  [1660] ;  a  very  loyal  addrefs  to 
the  King  was  prefently  agreed  upon; 
and  another  to  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament.”  The  addrefs  to  the  King 
reminded  him  of  his  exile,  “  that  he 
knoweth  the  heart  of  exiles  who  hath 
himfelf  been  an  exile.”  That  to  the 
Parliament  faid  they  had  left  their  na¬ 
tive  country  that  “  wee  might  worfhip 
God  without  thofe  humane  mixtures 
which  were  impofed  by  the  then  prevayl- 
ing  hierarchie.”  For  the  King’s  letter, 
dated  15  February,  1 660-1,  fee  Hutch- 
inf  on’ s  Collection  of  Papers,  Prince  So¬ 
ciety,  Vol.  II.  p.  51.  “Wee  have  made 
it  our  care  to  fettle  our  lately  dif- 
traCted  kingdoms  at  home,  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  our  thoughts  to  increafe  the  trade 
and  advantages  of  our  colonies  and 
plantations  abroad.  Amongft  which  as 
wee  Coniider  New  England  to  be  one 
of  the  chiefeft,  having  enjoyed  and 
grown  up  in  a  long  and  orderly  eftab- 
lifhment,  fo  wee  fhall  not  come  behind 
any  of  our  royall  predeceffors  in  a 
juft  encouragement  and  protection  of 
all  our  loving  fubjeCts  there,  whofe  ap¬ 
plication  unto  us,  fince  our  late  happy 


reftoration,  hath  been  very  acceptable, 
and  fhall  not  want  its  due  remembrance 
upon  all  feafonable  occafions  ;  neither 
fhall  we  forget  to  make  you  and  all 
our  good  people  in  thofe  parts  equal 
partakers  of  thofe  promifes  of  liberty 
and  moderation  to  tender  confciences 
expreffed  in  our  gracious  declarations.” 

63  Ibid.,\ ol.  I.  p.  529,  for  the  Court’s 
Declaration  of  their  Rights  by  Charter 
10  June,  1661.  “The  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  are  by  the  patent  a  body  politique 
with  power  to  make  freemen.  The  gov¬ 
ernor,  deputy  governor,  affiftants  and 
feleft  reprefentatives  or  deputies  have 
full  power  and  authoritie,  both  legiflative 
and  executive,  for  the  government  of  all 
the  people  here,  whether  inhabitants  or 
ftrangers,  both  concerning  ecclefiaftical 
and  civil,  without  appeals,  excepting 
law  or  lawes  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of 
England.  We  conceive  any  impofition 
prejudiciall  to  the  country,  contrary  to 
any  juft  law  of  ours  (not  repugnant  to 
the  lawes  of  England)  to  be  an  infringe¬ 
ment  of  our  right.”  M affachufetts  Rec¬ 
ords,  Vol.  IV.  p.  455.  Inftrucons  for 
our  honoured  and  loving  freinds  Cap‘» 
John  Leverett  or  in  his  abfence  Richard 
Saltonftall  and  Henry  Afhurft  Efqrs. 
19th  December,  1660. 

64  /bid.,  V ol.  I.  p.  195.  “Cromwell 
obtained  an  a6l  or  ordinance  of  the 

parliament, 
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“  A6t  for  the  Encourageing  and  increafing  of  Shipping  and 
Navigation,”  threatened  the  colonifts,  as  they  feared,  with 
the  lots  of  their  foreign  trade.65  Although  this  A6t  was 
fomewhat  modified  fhortly  after  its  paffage,66  it  was  foon 
followed  by  other  and  more  ftringent  ones,  which  the  Eng- 
lifh  government  found  itfelf  powerlefs  to  enforce  with  any 
degree  of  rigor.  The  object  of  Parliament  was  to  throw 
the  carrying  trade  entirely  into  Englifh  hands,  build  up 
the  marine,  and  make  England  the  place  of  commercial 

exchanges. 


parliament,  prohibiting  the  plantations 
from  receiving  or  exporting  any  Euro¬ 
pean  commodities  except  in  Englifh 
built  fhips,  navigated  by  Englifhmen, 
and  all  correfpondence  was  forbidden 
with  any  nation  or  colony  not  fubjedl  to 
England  and  no  alien  was  allowed  to  fet 
up  a  fablory  or  carry  on  a  trade  in  the 
plantations.  Virginia  made  heavy  com¬ 
plaints,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
fend  off  their  produce  to  nor  import 
neceffaries  from  any  foreign  country, 
whilft  England  alone  (they  faid)  could 
not  take  off  their  produce,  nor  could 
they  at  that  time  be  fupplied  from 
thence  with  all  things  neceffary  for 
them.  But,  however  grievous  this  abl 
might  prove  to  the  other  colonies,  it  is 
certain  that  thofe  of  New  England, 
whether  it  was  deligned  or  not,  fuffered 
nothing  by  it,  .  .  .  they  were  not  only 
indulged  in  their  trade,  but  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  privilege  of  having  their  goods 
imported  into  England,  free  from  all 
cuftom  which  other  fubjebls  were  liable 
to  pay,  feems  to  have  been  continued 
until  the  reftoration.  No  wonder  if 
they  were  envied  by  the  other  colonies, 
and  if  the  merchants  in  England  were 
diffatisfied  alfo  with  the  continuance 
of  the  lail-mentioned  extraordinary 
favour.” 

65  For  Extracts  from  the  Navigation 


Adis  1645-1696  fee  American  Hijlory 
Leaflets ,  No.  19,  edited  by  Albert 
Bufhnell  Hart  and  Edward  Channing, 
1895.  That  of  1660  is  called  The  firfl 
Navigation  Aft  of  12?  Car.  II.  c.  18. 
That  of  1661,  The  Confirmatory  AH 
13?  Car.  II.  c.  14.  That  of  1662,  The 
Explanatory  All  14?  Car.  II.  c.  n. 
That  of  1663,  The  Second  Navigation 
AH  15?  Car.  II.  c.  7.  An  AH  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Trade.  That  of  1672, 
The  Third  Navigation  AH  25?  Car.  II. 
c.  7.  An  AH  for  the  incouragement  of 
the  Greenland  and  Eaflland  Trades, 
a?id  for  the  better  fecureing  the  Planta¬ 
tion  Trade.  That  of  1695-6,  The  Colo¬ 
nial  Navigation  AH  70  &  8°  Gul.  III. 
c.  22.  An  AH  for  preventing  Frauds 
and  regulating  A  bufes  in  the  Planta¬ 
tion  Trade. 

66  Majfachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 
ColleHions ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  II. 
p.  279.  “  Concerning  the  Qualifying  of 

the  Adi  of  Navigation.”  The  Privy 
Council  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1 660-1,  the  King  being  prefent,  or¬ 
dered  that  merchants  trading  to  New 
England  fhould  give  bonds  “  onely  to 
returne  the  Proceed  of  thofe  Comod- 
ityes  that  they  fhall  there  lade,  and  not 
binde  them  to  returne  the  Comdityes 
in  fpecie.” 
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exchanges.67  Although  the  colonifts  felt  that  by  being 
deprived  of  the  right,  enjoyed  for  many  years,  to  trade 
diredlly  with  foreign  countries  their  privileges  were  vio¬ 
lated,68  ftill  the  General  Court,  not  wifhing  to  recognize  the 
validity  of  an  A6t  of  Parliament  which  was  not  fandtioned 
by  them,  and  yet  unwilling  to  offend  the  King,  repealed 
the  law  of  the  colony  “  that  all  fhips  wch  come  for  tradeing 
only  from  other  parts  fhall  have  free  accefle  to  our  har¬ 
bours,”  and  directed  that  the  governor,  or  an  officer  ap¬ 
pointed  by  him,  fhall  “  take  effedluall  courfe  that  bonds  be 
taken  of  all  fliipmafters  coming  hither,  and  returnes  made 
as  the  adl  requires,  that  fo  this  country  may  not  be  under 
the  lead  negledf  of  theire  duty  to  his  Matys  juft  comands.”69 

News  being  received  that  further  complaints  were  urged 
againft  the  colony,  and  an  order  having  come  from  the  King 
to  fend  agents  to  England,  Simon  Bradftreet,  a  magiftrate, 
and  the  Rev.  John  Norton  were  feledted,  whofe  limited 
inftrudtions,  however,  bound  thetn  “to  do  nothing  which 

might 

67  For  the  effects  of  the  Navigation  69  Majfachufetts  Records ,  7  Auguft, 

Adis,  fee  Hiflory  of  the  United  States ,  1661. 

by  George  Bancroft,  ed.  1879,  Vol.  I.  In  Ibid.,  27  November,  1661,  is  given 
p.414.  “The  colonifts  were  wronged  an  account  of  certain  French  goods 
both  in  their  purchafes  and  in  their  feized  for  violating  the  Adis  of  Trade, 
fales,  the  law  cut  them  with  a  double  but  the  Court  poftponed  adlion  in  the 
edge.”  matter. 

68  Political  Annals ,  by  George  Copies  of  bonds  were  forwarded  to 

Chalmers,  p.  407.  “The  general  court  England,  as  well  as  the  order  of  the 
of  Maffachufetts  argued  that  the  adls  of  General  Court  regarding  the  Adi  of 
navigation  were  an  in vafion  of  the  rights  Navigation.  See  letter  of  Sir  John 
and  privileges  of  the  fubjedls  of  his  Wolftenholme  to  Edward  Rawfon,  Sec- 
majefty  in  that  colony,  they  not  being  retary  of  Maffachufetts  Colony,  11  Feb- 
reprefented  in  the  parliament ;  becaufe,  ruary,  1663-4,  in  Hutchinfon's  ColleRion 
according  to  the  ufual  fayings  of  the  of  Papers ,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II. 
learned  in  the  law,  the  laws  of  England  p.  108.  Edward  Rawfon’s  letter  is  found 
were  bounded  within  the  four  feas,  and  in  Massachusetts  Archives ,  Vol.  LX. 
did  not  reach  America.”  p.  6. 
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might  be  prejudicial  to  the  charter.”70  The  agents  returned 
after  a  fhort  flay  in  England,  bringing  with  them  a  letter, 
dated  28  June,  1662,  from  the  King,71  which  the  colonifts 

always 


70  Hiftory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay , 
by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  219. 

For  the  inftruCtions  to  the  agents,  fee 
Majfachufetts  Records,  31  December, 
1661.  “  You  fhall  not  engage  vs,  by 

any  aCl  of  yours,  to  anything  which 
may  be  pjudiciall  to  our  pfent  Handing 
according  to  patent.” 

71  Hutchinfon' s  Collection  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  100. 

“  Letter  from  King  Charles  the  fec- 
ond  to  the  Maflachufetts.  Charles 
Rex.  Trufty  and  well  beloved,  Wee 
greete  you  well.  Whereas  wee  have 
lately  received  an  humble  addrefs  and 
petition  from  the  generall  court  of  our 
colony  of  the  Maifachufetts  in  New 
England,  prefented  to  us  by  Symon 
Bradftreet  and  John  Norton  ;  Wee  have 
thought  it  agreeable  to  our  princely 
grace  and  juftice  to  lett  you  know  that 
the  fame  have  been  very  acceptable 
unto  us,  and  that  wee  are  fatisfyed  with 
your  expreffions  of  loyalty,  duty  and 
good  affection  made  to  us  in  the  faid 
addrefs,  which  wee  doubt  not  proceeds 
from  the  hearts  of  our  good  fubjeCts, 
and  Wee  are  therefore  willing  that  all 
our  good  fubjeCts  of  that  plantation  do 
know  that  Wee  doe  receive  them  into 
our  gracious  protection,  and  will  cherifh 
them  with  our  belt  incouragement,  and 
that  Wee  will  preferve,  and  doe  hereby 
confirme  the  pattent  and  charter  here¬ 
tofore  graunted  to  them  by  our  royall 
father  of  blelfed  memory,  and  that  they 
lhall  freely  injoy  all  the  priviledges  and 
libertyes  graunted  to  them  in  and  by 
the  fame,  and  that  Wee  will  be  ready  to 
renew  the  fame  charter  to  them,  under 


our  great  feale  of  England,  whenever 
they  lhall  delire  it.  And  becaufe  the 
licenfe  of  thefe  late  ill  times  hath  like- 
wife  had  an  influence  upon  our  colony, 
in  which  they  may  have  fwerved  from 
the  rules  prefcribed,  and  even  from  the 
government  inftituted  by  the  charter, 
which  wee  doe  gracioufly  impute  rather 
to  the  iniquity  of  the  time  than  to  the 
evill  intents  of  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
exercifed  the  government  there.  And 
Wee  doe  therefore  publilh  and  declare 
our  free  and  gracious  pardon  to  all  our 
fubjeCts  of  that  our  plantation,  for  all 
crimes  and  offences  committed  againft 
us  during  the  late  troubles,  except  any 
fuch  perfons  who  Hand  attaynted  by 
our  parliament  here  of  high  treafon,  if 
any  fuch  perfons  have  tranlported  them- 
felves  into  thofe  parts  ;  the  apprehend¬ 
ing  of  whom  and  delivering  them  into 
the  hands  of  juftice  Wee  expe6t  from 
the  dutiful  and  affectionate  obedience 
of  thofe  our  good  fubjeCts  in  that  col¬ 
ony,  if  they  be  found  within  the  jurif- 
diCtion  and  limmitts  thereof.  Provided 
always,  and  be  it  in  our  declared  ex¬ 
pectation,  that  upon  a  review  of  all  fuch 
lawes  and  ordinances  that  are  now  or 
have  been  during  thefe  late  troubles  in 
practice  there,  and  which  are  contrary 
or  derogative  to  our  authority  and  gov¬ 
ernment,  the  fame  may  be  annulled  and 
repealed,  and  the  rules  and  prefcrip- 
tions  of  the  faid  charter  for  adminift- 
ring  and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  be 
henceforth  duly  obferved,  and  that  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice  be  in  our  name. 
And  fince  the  principle  and  foundation 
of  that  charter  was  and  is  freedom  of 
liberty  of  confcience,  Wee  doe  hereby 

charge 
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always  claimed  afterwards  was  confirmatory  of  their  rights. 
There  were,  however,  certain  claufes  in  the  letter  which 
appeared  to  be  an  entering  wedge  to  undermine  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  their  government,  and  to  introduce  the  Church 
of  England,  which  would  build  up  in  the  future  a  party 
devoted  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown,  the  clergy  preaching 
at  that  time  the  duty  of  non-refiftance  and  paffive  obedience 


charge  and  require  you  that  that  free¬ 
dom  and  liberty  be  duely  admitted  and 
allowed,  fo  that  they  that  delire  to  ufe 
the  booke  of  common  prayer  and  per- 
forme  their  devotion  in  that  manner  that 
is  eftabliffied  here  be  not  denyed  the 
exercife  thereof,  or  undergoe  any  preju¬ 
dice  or  difadvantage  thereby,  they  ufing 
theire  liberty  peaceably  without  any 
difturbance  to  others  ;  and  that  all  per- 
fons  of  good  and  honeft  lives  and  con- 
verfations  be  admitted  to  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  according  to  the 
faid  booke  of  common  prayer,  and  their 
children  to  baptifme.  Wee  cannot  be 
underftood  hereby  to  direct  or  wilh  that 
any  indulgence  Ihould  be  graunted  to 
thofe  perfons  commonly  called  Quakers, 
whofe  principles  being  inconiiftent  with 
any  kind  of  government,  Wee  have 
found  it  neceffary,  with  the  advice  of 
our  parliament  here,  to  make  a  lharp 
law  againft  them,  and  are  well  content 
that  you  doe  the  like  there.  Although 
Wee  have  hereby  declared  our  expeCta- 
tion  to  be  that  the  charter  graunted  by 
our  royall  father,  and  now  confirmed 
by  us,  lhall  be  particularly  obferved, 
yet,  if  the  number  of  affiftants  injoyned 
thereby  be  found  by  experience,  and  be 
judged  by  the  country,  to  be  inexpedi¬ 
ent,  as  Wee  are  informed  it  is,  Wee 
then  difpence  with  the  fame,  and  de¬ 
clare  our  will  and  pleafure,  for  the 
future,  to  be,  that  the  number  of  the 


of 

faid  affiftants  lhall  not  exceed  18,  nor 
be  lefs  at  any  time  than  io,  Wee  allur¬ 
ing  ourfelfe,  and  obliging  and  com¬ 
manding  all  perfons  concerned  that, 
in  the  election  of  the  governor  or  affift¬ 
ants,  there  be  only  confideration  of  the 
wifdome  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to 
be  chofen,  and  not  of  any  faCtion  with 
reference  to  their  opinion  or  profeffion, 
and  that  all  the  freeholders  of  competent 
eftates,  not  vicious  in  converfations, 
orthodox  in  religion  (though  of  differ¬ 
ent  perfwafions  concerning  church-gov¬ 
ernment)  may  have  their  vote  in  the 
election  of  all  officers  civill  or  millitary. 
Laftly,  our  will  and  pleafure  is  that  at 
the  next  generall  court  of  that  our  col¬ 
ony  this  our  letter  and  declaration  be 
communicated  and  publilhed,  that  all 
our  loving  fubjeCts  may  know  our  grace 
and  favour  to  them,  and  that  Wee  doe 
take  them  into  our  protection  as  our 
loving  and  dutifull  fubjeCts,  and  that 
Wee  will  be  ready  from  time  to  time  to 
receive  any  application  or  addrefs  from 
them,  which  may  concerne  their  interelf 
and  the  good  of  our  colony,  and  that 
Wee  will  advance  the  benefit  and  trade 
thereof  by  our  uttermoft  indeavour  and 
countenance,  prefuming  that  they  will 
ftill  meritt  the  fame  by  their  duty  and 
obedience.  Given  at  Hampton-Court, 
June  28th,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our 
reign.  By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

“Ed.  Nicholas.” 
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of  fubje£ts  to  their  civil  rulers,  while  the  Puritan  and  inde¬ 
pendent  minifters  upheld  the  dodtrine  of  the  lawfulnefs  of 
forcible  refinance  to  tyranny. 

Although  orders  had  been  given  to  repair  the  caftle 
in  Bofton  harbor,  and  put  it  in  a  ftate  of  defence,72  the 
magiftrates  prepared  to  yield  a  modified  obedience  to 
the  royal  letter.73  This  was  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  thofe 
then  governing  England.  Scotland  had  already  fubmit- 
ted  completely  to  the  royal  authority.74  New  England 
alone  maintained  an  attitude  of  thinly  veiled  defiance, 
Charles  the  Second  not  having  been  proclaimed  king  un¬ 
til  8  Auguft,  1 66 1,  in  Maffachufetts.  It  was,  therefore, 
propofed  in  1662,  and  again  the  next  year,  to  fend  com- 

miffioners 


72  Maffachufetts  Records ,  27  Novem¬ 
ber,  1661.  John  Leverett,  who  had 
been  a  captain  in  Cromwell’s  army,  and, 
therefore,  diftafteful  to  the  royal  gov¬ 
ernment,  was  appointed  major-general 
6  June,  1663. 

73  Ibid.,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  p.  32. 
The  law  limiting  the  number  of  affift- 
ants  to  fourteen  be  repealed,  and  that 
the  freemen  have  liberty  to  choofe 
eighteen  according  to  the  patent. 
Ibid.,  8  October,  1662.  All  writs  to  run 
in  the  King’s  name.  Ibid.,  27  May, 
1663.  In  regard  to  extending  the  right 
of  fuff  rage,  which  was  then  reftri  Cited 
to  members  of  the  Congregational 
churches,  the  matter  was  put  in  the 
hands  of  a  committee,  “  that  fome- 
thing  maybe  deduced  and  agreed  upon, 
if  it  be  the  will  of  God,  that  may  be 
fatisfadfory  and  fafe,  as  beft  conducing 
to  his  glory  and  this  people’s  felicity.” 
Ibid.,  27  May,  1663.  In  anfwering  a 
petition  “  craving  reliefe  in  refference  to 
ye  impofitions  impofed  on  fhip  matters,” 
the  General  Court  reaffirmed  their 


former  order  that  bonds  fhall  be  given 
by  fhipmafters  that  “  take  in  as  mer¬ 
chandize,  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  wooll, 
indego,  ginger,  fufticke  or  other  dying 
wood  of  the  growth,  produdtion  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  any  of  the  Englifh  plantations 
in  America,  Alia  or  Affrica,  that  the 
faid  goods  fhall  be  carrjed  to  fome  other 
of  his  Ma‘rs  plantations,  or  to  England, 
Ireland,  Wales,  or  the  towne  of  Ber- 
wicke  upon  Tweede.”  On  21  October, 
1663,  officers  were  appointed  for  the 
chief  ports  to  fee  to  the  execution  of  the 
aCt  of  trade. 

The  Rev.  John  Eliot  had  already  in 
May,  1661,  “  difowned  ”  any  doCtrine 
contained  in  his  book,  the  “  Chriftian 
Commonwealth,”  which  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  attack  the  inftitution  of 
monarchy. 

74  Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
ColleRions,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  166,  “  And  now  Scotland  is  under  the 
fame  conformity  with  England  to  have 
the  Hierarchy  &  Liturgy  among  them.” 
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miffioners  acrofs  the  Atlantic  “  to  fee  how  the  Charter  is 
maintayned.” 75 

Hutchinfon  76  writes  that  “  from  the  reiteration  until  the 
vacating  the  charter,  the  colony  never  flood  well  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  the  principal  perfons,  both  in  church  and  flate  were 
never  without  fearful  expectations  of  being  deprived  of  their 
privileges.  The  years  1664  and  1665  afforded  them  greater 
occafion  for  fears  than  they  had  met  with  at  any  time  be¬ 
fore.  In  the  fpring  of  1664  intelligence  was  brought  that 
feveral  men  of  war  were  coming  from  England,  and  feveral 
gentlemen  of  diflinction  aboard  them.  As  foon  as  the  gene¬ 
ral  court  met  in  May,  they  ordered  the  captain  of  the  caftle 
to  give  the  fpeedieft  notice,  upon  sight  of  the  fhips,  to  the 
governor  and  deputy  governor,  appointed  a  committee  to 
repair  on  board  to  prefent  the  refpedls  of  the  court  to  the 
gentlemen,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that  it  was  the  defire  of 
the  authority  of  the  place,  that  ftridt  orders  fhould  be  given 
to  the  under  officers  and  foldiers,  for  their  coming  afhore  to 

refrefh 


75  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 
Collections,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  II. 
p.  284.  “  Order  in  Council  at  Whitehall 
the  25th  of  September  1662  at  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  plantations.  The  fettlement 
of  the  Plantations  in  New  England  feri- 
oufly  debated  and  difcuffed  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  declared  then  that  his  Ma- 
jeftie  would  fpeedily  fend  commiffioners 
to  fettle  the  refpedlive  Interefts  of  the 
feverall  Colonies.  The  Duke  of  York 
to  confider  of  the  choice  of  fitt  men.” 
Ibid.  “  Order  in  Council,  at  White¬ 
hall,  the  10th  of  Aprill,  1663.  Prefent 
the  King’s  moft  excellent  Majeftie.  A 
letter  from  New  England  and  feverall 
Inftruments  and  Papers  being  this  day 
read  at  the  Board,  his  Majeftie  (pref¬ 


ent  in  Councell)  did  declare  that  he  in¬ 
tends  to  preferve  th'e  charter  of  that 
Plantation,  and  to  fend  fome  commiffion¬ 
ers  thither  fpeedily  to  fee  how  the  Char¬ 
ter  is  maintayned  on  their  part,  and  to 
reconcile  the  differences  at  prefent 
amongft  them.” 

76  Hiflory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  229. 

Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  IV.  Part 
II.  p.  1 10.  Orders  were  given  to  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  caftle  to  keep  a  ftri<5t  watch 
“for  the  defence  of  this  jurifdidlion  & 
the  authority  thereof,”  and  fignal  for 
reinforcements  “in  cafe  any  fhall  at¬ 
tempt  an  aflault  upon  you,  or  in  paffing 
by  the  Caftle  in  fhip,  barque  or  boate 
fhall  refufe  to  be  under  Command.” 
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refrefh  themfelves,  at  no  time  to  exceed  a  convenient  num¬ 
ber,  and  thofe  without  arms,  and  to  behave  themfelves 
orderly,  and  to  give  no  offenfe  to  the  people  and  laws  of 
the  place.  A  day  of  falling  and  prayer  was  appointed  to  be 
obferved  throughout  the  jurifdidtion.  And  apprehending 
it  to  be  of  great  concernment,  that  the  patent  or  charter 
fhould  be  kept  fafe  and  fecret,  they  ordered  the  fecretary  to 
bring  it  into  court  and  to  deliver  it,  together  with  a  dupli¬ 
cate  to  four  of  the  court,  who  were  directed  to  difpofe  of 
them  as  might  be  molt  fafe  for  the  country.”  77 

On  the  23d  of  July  the  veffels  of  war  conveying  the  troops78 
and  two  of  the  commiffioners,  Col.  Richard  Nichols  and 
Col.  George  Cartwright,  arrived  in  Bofton.  The  other  com¬ 
miffioners,  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  Maverick79  reached 
Pifcataqua  about  the  fame  time,  the  fleet  having  been  dif- 
perfed  by  a  ftorm.  A  feeling  of  apprehenfion  went  through 
the  community,  which  was  not  allayed  when  the  terms  of  the 
commiffion  became  known  and  the  inflrudlions  given  to  the 
commiffioners  were  gradually  made  public.80  An  indefinite 

and 


77  Hijlory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  230. 

Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  IV.  Part 
II.  p.  102,  May  18,  1664:  “To  keepe 
fafe  &  fecure  the  fajd  patent  &  duplicate 
in  two  diftindt  places.”  The^Secretary 
“  delivered  it  to  the  Dep^  Govr  Richard 
Bellingham  Efqr.  &  the  reft  of  the 
Comittee  in  prefence  of  the  wholecourt 
and  was  difcharged  thereof.” 

78  According  to  Mr.  Charles  Deane’s 
account  in  the  Memorial  Hijlory  of 
Bofton,  between  three  and  four  hundred 
troops  arrived. 

79  Samuel  Maverick  is  called  in  the 
vol.  I.  —  s 


Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  IV.  Part 
II.  p.  170,  “our  knoune  and  profefled 
enemy.”  Mr.  Maverick  is  called  Samuel 
Maverick  Efq.,  and  Col.  Cartwright, 
George  Cartwright,  Efqr.,  in  the  com¬ 
miffion. 

80  Ibid.,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  p.  168 : 
“  Thefe  things  occafioned  in  the  hearts 
&  minds  of  the  people  a  deepe  fence  of 
the  fad  events  threatening  this  colony, 
in  cafe  the  comiffioners  fhould  improuve 
their  power  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they 
feared  they  would.” 

Ibid.,  p.  136.  Petitions  were  received 
by  the  General  Court  from  Cambridge, 
Woburn,  Concord,  Bofton  and  other 

towns. 
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and  arbitrary  power  was  granted  in  the  commiffion.81  The 
commiffioners,  whofe  tenure  of  office  was  apparently  for  life, 
were  to  adf  as  a  court  of  appeals,  completely  fuperfeding  the 
final  jurifdidlion  of  the  local  courts,  in  all  matters  civil,  crim¬ 
inal,  and  military  in  the  colonies  of  Maffachufetts,  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Plymouth,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations. 

They  were  inftruCted  to  afk  for  reinforcements  to  fubdue 
the  Dutch  at  Manhattan,  now  New  York,  who  had  always 
been  looked  upon  as  intruders  upon  land  belonging  to  Eng¬ 
land.82  They  were  to  fee  that  orders  were  given  for  the 
ftriCf  obfervance  and  execution  of  the  A6i  of  Navigation.83 

They 


towns,  “in  which  they  teftified  &  de¬ 
clared  their  good  content  &  fattisfaftion 
they  tooke  &  had  in  the  prefent  gou- 
ment  in  church  &  comonwealth,  with 
their  refolution  to  be  affifting  to  &  en¬ 
couraging  the  fame,  &  humbly  deliring 
all  meanes  might  be  ufed  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  &  preservation  thereof.” 

81  The  commiffion  is  given  in  the 
Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  IV.  Part 
II.  p.  161  :  “  Colonel  Richard  Nicolls 
during  his  life  ffiall  be  alwayes  one  and 
have  the  calling  &  decifive  voyce,”  the 
commiffioners  to  “have  full  power  & 
authority  to  heare,  &  receive,  &  ex¬ 
amine,  &  determine  all  complaints  &  ap- 
peales  in  all  caufes  &  matters,  as  well 
military,  as  criminall  &  civil,  according 
to  their  good  &  found  difcretions.” 

82  Ibid.,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  p.  163, 
“  who  have,  contrary  to  all  right  &  juf- 
tice,  ufurped  and  now  poflfefled  of  his 
Majeftyes  dominions  in  &  neere  adjoyn- 
ing  to  Hudfon’s  River  in  America.” 
Alfo  Records  of  the  Council  for  New 
England ,  26  June,  1632. 

83  Ibid.,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  p.  193: 
“  You  lhall  take  care  that  fuch  orders 
lhall  be  eftablilhed  there  that  the  aft 


of  navigation  be  punctually  obferved, 
&  that  an  entry  be  duely  made  of 
all  ffiips  freighted  from  thence,  &  that 
once  every  yeare  there  be  a  lift  re¬ 
turned  to  our  farmers  &  officers  of  the 
cuftoms  of  all  fuch  Ihipps  and  the  bur¬ 
den,  the  mafters  names  &  the  true  & 
exaft  bills  of  lading,  &  becaufe  you 
know  wth  how  great  earneftnefs  our  two 
houfes  of  Parliament  formed  &prefented 
to  us  for  our  royall  affent  the  aft  of 
navigation,  as  of  infinite  concernment 
to  the  trade  &  benefit  of  this  our  King- 
dome  &  all  the  reft  of  our  dominions 
...  a  thing  wee  well  know  the  heart  of 
this  whole  nation  are  fet  upon,  therefore 
you  muft  let  the  council  &  aflembly 
there  know  that  wee  cannot  but  take 
notice  how  much  that  aft  is  violated  & 
tranfgreffed  there  .  .  .  fome  men  pre¬ 
tending  as  if  fome  afts  made  in  the 
aflembly  there  during  the  laft  rebellion 
were*  ftill  in  force,  notwithftanding  the 
fajd  aft  of  Parliament,  which  aflertion 
wee  muft  not  fuffer  to  be  made  about 
the  validitje  of  that  aft  of  Parliament  (to 
which  wee  require  &  will  exaft  an  entire 
&  full  obedience).” 


35 


Edward  Randolph. 


They  were  to  requeft  that  the  wilhes  contained  in  the  King’s 
letter  of  the  28th  of  June,  1662,  fhould  be  complied  with;84 
that  the  ufe  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  fhould  be 
allowed,  and  that  magiftrates  and  other  officers  fhould  be 
eledled  without  regard  to  their  religious  opinions.85  The 
colonifts  were  alfo  commanded  to  reftore  to  Ferdinando 
Gorges  the  province  of  Maine,  granted  to  his  grandfather, 
Sir  Ferdinando,  and  now  ufurped  by  the  governing  faction 
of  Maffachufetts.86 

To  the  demand  for  troops  againft  the  Dutch,  the  refponfe 
of  the  Maffachufetts  authorities  was  as  prompt  and  favora¬ 
ble 


84  The  King’s  letter,  dated  23  April, 
1664,  brought  by  the  Commiffioners,  is 
in  Maffachufeits  Records,  Vol.  IV.  Part 
II.  p.  158.  In  this  letter  the  King  fays  he 
wifhes  “  to  difcountenance  thofe  unrea- 
fonable  jealoufies  &  malitious  calumnies 
that  our  fubjefts  in  thofe  parts  doe  not 
fubmit  to  our  government,  but  looke 
upon  themfelves  as  independant  upon 
us  &  our  lawes  ...  as  we  have  form¬ 
erly  expreffed  to  you,  wee  are  very  will¬ 
ing  to  confirme  or  renew  the  fajd 
charter,  &  to  inlarge  the  fame  wth  fuch 
other  or  further  conceffions  as  upon  the 
experience  you  have  had  &  the  obferva- 
tion  you  have  made,  you  judge  neceifary 
or  convenient  for  the  good  &  benefit  of 
that  our  plantation.” 

85  Ibid.,  p.  192:  “That  all  perfons 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that  all  pre¬ 
cede  &  adminiftration  of  juftice  be  per¬ 
formed  in  our  name.  That  fuch  who 
defire  to  ufe  the  Booke  of  Comon  Prayer 
may  be  permitted  to  do  fo  wthout  in¬ 
curring  any  penalty,  reproach,  or  difad- 
vantage  in  his  intereft,  it  being  very 
fcandalous  that  any  perfons  fhould  be 
debarred  the  exercife  of  his  religion  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lawes  &  cuftome  of  Eng¬ 


land  by  thofe  who,  by  the  indulgence 
granted,  have  liberty  left  to  be  what  pro- 
feffion  in  religion  they  pleafe.” 

86  Ibid.,  p.  243.  See  the  King’s  letter 
of  nth  of  June,  1664:  “Wee  have 
thought  fit  to  fignify  our  pleafure  on  the 
behalfe  of  the  fajd  Ferdinando  Gorges, 
the  petitioner,  hereby  requiring  yow  that 
yow  forthwith  make  reftitution  of  the 
fajd  province  unto  him.” 

Among  the  twenty-fix  changes  pro- 
pofed  by  the  commiffioners  to  be  made 
in  the  laws  of  the  colony  were :  that  the 
word  “colony  ”  fhould  be  fubftituted  for 
that  of  “  commonwealth  ”  ;  that  minif- 
ters  of  the  Church  of  England  fhould 
receive  no  prejudice  ;  that  thofe  who  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Church  of  England  ought 
not  to  pay  fines  for  fo  doing;  that 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  be 
admitted  freemen ;  that  the  law  againft 
the  obfervance  of  Chriftmas  be  re¬ 
pealed  ;  that  the  30th  of  January  be 
made  a  day  of  prayer  and  falling  for  the 
barbarous  and  execrable  murder  of 
Charles  I. ;  that  the  law  eftablifhing  a 
mint  fhould  be  repealed,  coining  being 
a  royal  prerogative. 


Memoir  of 


ble 87  as  it  had  been  to  the  requefl;  of  Cromwell,  who  had 
contemplated,  in  1654,  making  a  fimilar  expedition.88  The 
contingent  from  Maffachufetts  was,  however,  not  needed, 
as  the  Dutch  furrendered  without  refiftance.89  To  the  other 
demands  made  upon  the  return  of  the  commiffioners  from 
New  York  very  unfatisfadtory  anfwers  were  given.90  The 
magiftrates  aflerted  that  the  a 6i  of  navigation  was  obferved 
by  the  colony;91  that  the  ufe  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  would  difturb  their  peace ; 92  that  the  law  reftri6ting 
the  right  of  fuffrage  to  members  of  the  Congregational 
churches  had  been  repealed;  that  any  one  was  eligible  to 
‘office  who  was  orthodox  in  his  religious  views ; 93  that  each 
church  had  liberty  to  appoint  its  own  days  of  prayer  and 

faffing ; 


87  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  236. 
The  commiffioners  made  a  favorable 
reprefentation  “  to  his  Majefty  of  the 
readinefs  of  the  colony  to  have  affifted 
againft  the  Dutch  if  it  had  been 
necelfary.” 

88  Ibid, ,  Vol.  I.  p.  183. 

89  The  articles  for  the  furrender  of 
New  Amfterdam  were  ratified  29  Au- 
guft,  1664. 

90  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  IV., 
Part  II.  p.  205.  The  commissioners 
said  :  “  Thefe  anfwers  are  fo  farre  from 
being  probable  to  fattisfy  the  King’s 
expe6lation,  that  wee  feare  they  will 
highly  cffend  him.” 

91  Ibid.,  p.  202. 

92  Ibid.,  p.  200.  “  Concerning  the  ufe 
of  the  Comon  Prayer  Booke  wee  con¬ 
ceive  it  is  apparent  that  it  will  difturbe 
our  peace  in  our  prefent  enjoyments.” 

93  Ibid.,  p.  1 1 7.  “  Concerning  ad- 

miffion  of  freemen,  this  Court  doeth 
declare  that  the  lawe  prohibiting  all 


perfons  except  members  of  churches, 
&  that  alfo  for  allowance  of  them  in 
any  County  Courts  are  hereby  repealed ; 
and  doe  hereby  alfo  order  &  enadt, 
that  from  henceforth  all  Englilhmen 
prefenting  a  cirtificat  under  the  hands 
of  the  minifters  or  minifter  of  the  place 
where  they  dwell,  that  they  are  ortho¬ 
dox  in  religion  &  not  vitious  in  theire 
lives,  and  alfo  a  certifficat  under  the 
hands  of  the  feledtmen  of  the  place, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  that  they 
are  freeholders  &  are  for  their  oune 
propper  eftate  (without  heads  of  per¬ 
fons)  rateable  to  the  country  in  a  Angle 
country  rate,  after  the  ufuall  manner  of 
valluation  in  the  place  where  they  live 
to  the  full  value  of  tenne  fhillings  or 
that  they  are  in  full  comunion  with  fome 
church  amongft  us,  it  fhall  be  in  the 
liberty  of  all  &  every  fuch  perfon  or 
perfons  being  twenty  fower  yeares  of 
age  houfeholders  and  fetled  inhabitants 
in  this  jurifdidtion  from  time  to  time  to 
prefent  themfelves  &  their  defires  to 

this 
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failing;94  and  that  the  land  claimed  by  Mr.  Gorges  was 
within  the  patent  of  Maffachnfetts.95 

The  final  ftruggle  between  the  royal  commiffioners  and 
the  Mafiachufetts  magiftrates  took  place  when  the  com¬ 
miffioners  announced  their  determination  to  fit  in  Bofion, 
on  24  May,  1665,  as  a  Court  of  Appeals,  which  the  magif¬ 
trates  prohibited  by  found  of  trumpet.96  The  commiffion¬ 
ers,  whofe  defeat  was  decifive,  were  foon  recalled  to  England 
by  the  King,  and  the  authority  which  they  had  fet  up  in  the 


this  Court  for  their  admittance  to  the 
freedome  of  this  Comonwealthe  and  fhall 
be  allowed  the  priviledge  to  have  fuch 
their  defire  propounded  &  put  to  vote 
in  the  Generali  Court  for  acceptance  to 
the  freedome  of  the  body  polliticke  by 
the  fufferage  of  the  mg  pte  according 
to  the  rules  of  our  pattent.” 

94  Ma Jfach ufetts  Records ,  Vol.  IV. 
Part  II.  p.  221.  This  was  in  anfwer 
to  a  demand  made  that  the  30th  of  Jan¬ 
uary  fhould  be  made  a  day  of  prayer 
and  falling,  according  to  the  A6i  of 
Parliament  120  Car.  II.  c.  30,  a.d.  1660. 
“  That  every  thirtyeth  day  of  January 
unlefle  it  falls  out  to  be  upon  the  Lords 
day  and  then  the  day  next  following 
fhall  be  for  ever  hereafter  fett  apart  to 
be  kepte  and  obferved  in  all  the  churches 
and  chapells  of  thefe  Your  Majeftyes 
Kingdomes  of  England  and  Ireland 
Dominion  of  Wales  and  Towne  of 
Berwicke  upon  Tweede  and  the  I  lies 
of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey  and  all  other 
Your  Majestyes  dominions  as  an  An- 
niverfary  day  of  Falling  and  Humilia¬ 
tion  to  implore  the  mercy  of  God  that 
neither  the  guilte  of  that  Sacred  and 
Innocent  Blood,  nor  thofe  other  finns 
by  which  God  was  provoked  to  deliver 
up  both  us  and  our  King  into  the  hands 


province 

of  cruell  and  unreafonable  men  may  at 
any  time  hereafter  be  vifited  upon  us  or 
our  pofterity.” 

95  Ibid.,  p.  236.  According  to  the 
colonills’  conllrudlion  of  the  boundary 
claufe  in  their  charter,  their  northerly 
line  was  to  be  drawn  eall  and  well  three 
miles  north  of  the  moll  northerly  part 
of  the  river  Merrimac.  A  line  fo  drawn 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  river  to  the 
Atlantic  included  the  fettlements  in  New 
Hamplhire  and  in  Maine.  The  claufe 
of  the  charter  is  as  follows :  “  Alfo  all 
thofe  landes  and  hereditaments  whatfo- 
ever  which  lye  and  be  within  the  fpace 
of  three  Englilh  myles  to  the  northward 
of  the  faide  river  called  Monomack 
alias  Merrymack  or  to  the  northward 
of  any  and  every  parte  thereof.” 

96  Narrative  of  the  Commiffioners 

in  Hutchinfon' s  ColleRion  of  Papers , 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  140.  “  They 

proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet  that  the 
generall  court  was  the  fupreameft  judi¬ 
catory  in  all  that  province,  that  the 
Commiffioners  pretending  to  hear  ap¬ 
peals  was  a  breach  of  their  priviledges.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  1 17.  Letter  of  Rev. 
John  Davenport  to  Major  General  Lev- 
erett  from  New  Haven,  24  of  the  4, 
’65.  “  Their  claiming  power  to  fit  au¬ 

thoritatively 
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province  of  Maine  was  overthrown  by  the  Maffachufetts 
colonifts.97 

The  baffled  commiffioners  threatened  the  colonifts  with 

the 


thoritatively  as  a  court  for  appeales, 
and  that  it  be  managed  in  an  arbi¬ 
trary  way,  was  a  manifeft  laying  of 
a  ground  worke  to  undermine  your 
whole  government  eftablished  by  your 
charter  .  .  .  nor  can  I  fee  that  your 
preserving  that  authority  and  jurifdiction 
which  the  laft  King,  by  his  roial  charter 
gave  you,  can  rationally  be  accounted 
an  oppofing  the  foveraignety  which  this 
King  hath  over  you,  feeing  id  pofficnt 
reges  quod  jure  poffuntR 

97  Maffachufetts  Records ,  3  May,  1665. 

All  the  details  of  the  controverfy 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Maffachufetts 
Records ,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.  pp.  157-273, 
including  letters,  petitions,  interrogato¬ 
ries,  anfwers,  affidavits,  etc. 

The  colonifts  intrenched  themfelves 
behind  their  charter,  “  under  the  en¬ 
couragement  &  fecurity  of  which  this 
people  did  at  their  oune  charges  tranf- 
port  themfelves,  their  wives  &  families, 
over  the  ocean,  purchafe  the  lands  of 
the  natives,  &  plant  this  colony  with 
great  labours  &  hazards,  cofts  &  diffi¬ 
culties  ;  for  a  long  time  wreftling  with 
the  wants  of  a  wildernefs,  &  the  bur¬ 
dens  of  a  new  plantation,  having  alfo 
now  above  thirty  yeares  enjoyed  the 
aforefaid  power  &  priviledge  of  govern¬ 
ment  within  themfelves,  as  their  un¬ 
doubted  right  in  the  fight  of  God  & 
man.”  They  complained  that  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  a&ion  of  the  Commiffioners  was 
not  only  an  infringement  of  their  charter 
but  an  invafion  of  their  rights  as  Eng- 
liffimen  under  the  “  Magna  Charta  of 
England.” 

The  royal  commiffioners  anfwered 
“  wee  ffiall  not  loofe  more  of  our  la¬ 
bours  upon  you,  but  refer  it  to  his  ma^ 


wifdom,  who  is  of  power  enough  to 
make  himfelf  to  be  obeyed  in  all  his 
dominions.” 

William  Morice,  Secretary  of  State, 
wrote  to  the  Maffachufetts  Colony 
Feb.  25,  1664-5  that  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  had  no  authority  to  infringe  any 
claufe  of  the  charter,  but  fimply  to  fee 
that’its  provifions  were  fully  and  punc¬ 
tually  obferved.  “  I  am  commanded 
by  his  Majeftie  to  affure  you  againe  of 
your  full  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
all  the  priviledges  and  liberties  granted 
to  you  by  his  Charter,  which  he  hath 
heretofore  and  doth  now  againe  offer  to 
renew  to  you.” 

In  fpeaking  of  the  controverfy,  Hutch- 
infon,  who  was  inclined  to  fupport  the 
royal  prerogative,  fays  in  his  Hi/lory  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay ,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  256  :  “  There  appears  in  the  conduct 
of  the  general  court  upon  this  occafion, 
not  an  obftinate  perverfe  fpirit,  but  a 
modeft  fteady  adherence  to  what  they 
imagined,  at  leaft,  to  be  their  juft  rights 
and  priviledges.  At  the  fame  time  they 
endeavoured,  not  only  by  repeated  hum¬ 
ble  addreffes,  and  profeffions  of  loyalty, 
to  appeafe  the  King,  but  they  purchafed 
a  ffiip  load  of  mafts  (the  freight  whereof 
coft  them  fixteen  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling)  and  prefented  to  the  King,  which 
he  gracioufly  accepted  ;  and  the  fleet  in 
the  Weft  Indies  being  in  want  of  pro¬ 
vifions,  a  fubfcription  and  contribution 
was  recommended  through  the  colony  ; 
I  find  no  record  of  the  whole  amount. 
Upon  the  news  of  the  great  fire  in  Lon¬ 
don,  a  collection  was  made  through  the 
colony  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers. 
The  amount  of  it  cannot  be  afcertained. 
A  large  fum  muft  have  been  raffed.” 


Edward  Randolph . 


the  power  of  the  King,  while  Lord  Clarendon  had  already 
written  that  “  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  that  you  per- 
forme  and  pay  all  that  reverence  and  obedience,  which  is 
due  from  fubjedfs  to  their  King,  and  which  his  Majefty  will 
exact  from  you.” 98  The  total  difregard  of  the  orders  of  the 
commiffioners  concerning  the  Province  of  Maine  by  the 
Maffachufetts  authorities  led  Colonel  Nichols,  who  had 


gone  to  New  York,  to  write  to  the  Governor  and  affiftants 
that  their  adtion  might  caufe  blood  to  be  filed,  warning  them 
that  the  arm  of  the  King  could  be  ftretched  acrofs  the 
Atlantic.99 


In 


98  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  in  Hutch- 
infon's  M affachufetts  Bay ,  2d  edition, 
Vol.  I.  p.  544. 

99  Letter  of  Col.  Nichols,  dated  from 
Fort  J ames,  in  N ew  Y ork,  J une  1 2,  1 668, 
in  Hutchinfon' s  Collection  of  Papers , 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  156,  in  which 
he  fays :  “  I  was  for  fome  time  paft 
very  unwilling  to  believe  that  you  would 
reaffume  a  power  of  government  in  the 
province  of  Mayne  .  .  .  but  if  you  thinke 
his  Majeftyes  arm  will  never  be  ftretched 
forth  .  .  .  you  may  attempt  anything . . . 
you  may  caufe  blood  to  be  fhed.” 

In  their  narrative,  printed  in  Hutch¬ 
infon' s  Collection  of  Papers,  Prince  So¬ 
ciety,  Vol.  II.  p.  140,  the  commiffioners 
laid  emphafis  upon  thefadt  that  the  col- 
oniftswere  Puritans  and  Nonconformifts. 
“  They  yet  pray  conftantly  for  their  per¬ 
fected  brethren  in  England  . . .  whoever 
keeps  Chriftmas  day  is  to  pay  five  pounds. 
.  .  .  This  colony  furnilhed  Cromwell 
with  many  inftruments  out  of  their  cor¬ 
poration  and  their  collidg.  ...  It  may 
be  feared  this  collidg  may  afford  as 
many  fcifmaticks  to  the  church,  and  the 
corporation  as  many  rebells  to  the  King 
as  formerly  they  have  done,  if  not  timely 


prevented.  ...  In  this  colony  too,  the 
King  hath  many  loyall  fubjedls,  yet  they 
are  fo  overawed  that  they  can  doe  noth¬ 
ing  to  remedy  it.  They  only  fay  it  is 
now  with  them  as  it  was  with  the  King’s 
party  in  Cromwell’s  time  .  .  .  their  way 
of  government  is  commonwealth  like, 
their  way  of  worlhip  is  rude  and  called 
congregational :  they  are  zealous  for  it, 
for  they  perfecute  all  other  formes  .  .  . 
they  claim  fort  Albany,  and  beyond  it 
all  the  land  to  the  fouth  fea.  By  their 
fouth  fea  line  they  intrench  upon  the 
Colonyes  of  New  Plymouth,  Road 
Ifland  and  Conedlicote ;  and  in  the 
eaft  they  have  ufurped  Capt.  Mafons 
and  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  pattents 
.  .  .  They  of  this  colony  fay  that  King 
Charles  the  firft  gave  them  power  to 
make  lawes  and  to  execute  them,  and 
granted  them  a  charter  as  a  warrant 
againft  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  .  .  . 
they  hope  by  writing  to  tire  the  King, 
Lord  Chancellor  and  Secretaryes  too; 
feaven  yeares  they  can  eafily  fpin  out  by 
writing,  and  before  that  time  a  change 
may  come,  nay,  fome  have  dared  to  fay. 
who  knowes  what  the  event  of  this  Dutcli 
war  will  be.” 
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In  the  letter 100  recalling  the  commiflioners  the  King  ufed 
very  decided  language.  He  fpoke  of  Maffachufetts  as  being 

the 


100  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  60,  p.  21,  io  Apr.  1666.  “  His 
Mats  Letter  to  the  Maffachufetts 
of  the  10th  April  1666  was  likewife 
Read  viz* 

“  Charles :  R  : 

“  His  Mali.e  having  receiued  a  full  in¬ 
formation  from  his  commits?*  who  were 
fent  by  him  into  New-England  of  their 
reception  and  Treatement  in  the  feverall 
Collonies  and  provinces  of  that  planta¬ 
tion,  in  all  which  They  haue  receiued 
great  fatisf  action,  but  only  that  of  the 
Maffachufetts,  and  his  having  likewife 
being  \sic]  fully  informed  of  the  account 
fent  thither  by  the  Councill  of  the  Maffa¬ 
chufetts,  vnder  the  hand  of  their  prefent 
Governour  of  all  the  paffages  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  haue  been  there  between 
the  faid  Comm?*  and  them,  from  the  time 
of  their  firft  coming  over,  upon  all  which 
it  is  very  evident  to  his  Matie  notwith- 
ftanding  many  expreffions  of  great  affec¬ 
tion  &  Duty  that  thofe  who  governe  that 
Collony  of  the  Maffachufetts  do  beleiue 
that  the  Commiffion  given  by  his  Ma*!e 
to  thofe  Comm?*  upon  fo  many  and 
weighty  reafons,  and  after  fo  long  de¬ 
liberation  is  an  apparent  violation  of 
their  Charter,  and  tending  to  the  diffo- 
lution  of  it,  and  that  in  truth  they  do 
upon  the  matter  beleiue  That  his  Matie 
hath  no  Jurifdidtion  over  them,  but  that 
all  perfons  muff  acquiefce  in  their  Judg¬ 
ments  and  determinations  how  unjuft  fo- 
euer  and  cannot  appeale  to  his  Ma'ie 
which  would  bee  a  matter  of  fo  high  con- 
fequence,  as  every  man  difcernes  where 
it  mull  end:  His  Ma*.ie  therefore  upon 
due  confideration  of  the  whole  matter 
Thinks  fitt  to  recall  his  faid  Commr5 
wch  hee  hath  att  this  prefent  done  to  the 
end  hee  may  receiue  from  them  a  more 


particuler  account  of  the  ftate  and  Con¬ 
dition  of  thofe  his  plantations,  and  of  the 
particuler  differences  and  debates  they 
have  had  with  thofe  of  the  Maffachu¬ 
fetts  that  fo  his  Ma*'.e  may  pafs  his  finall 
Judgement  and  determinaco  thereupon; 
His  Ma?  exprefs  command  and  charge 
is  that  the  Governours  and  Councill  of 
the  Maffachufetts  do  forthwith  make 
choice  of  ffour  or  fiiue  perfons  to  attend 
upon  his  Ma'ie  whereof  Mr  Richard  Bell¬ 
ingham  and  Major  hawthorne  are  to  bee 
two,  both  which  his  Ma*ie  commands 
upon  their  Allegiance  to  attend,  The 
other  Three  or  Two  to  be  fuch  as  the 
Councill  fhall  make  choice  of.  And  if 
the  faid  Mr  Bellingham  bee  the  prefent 
Govr  another  fit  perfon  is  to  bee  deputed 
that  Office  till  his  returne.  And  hisMa<.ie 
will  then  in  perfon  heare  all  the  Allega¬ 
tions,  fuggeftions  or  pretences  to  right 
or  favour  that  can  be  made  on  the  be- 
halfe  of  the  faid  Collony,  and  then  will 
make  it  appeare  howfarr  he  is  from  the 
leaft  thought  of  invading  or  infringing  in 
ye  leaft  degree  ye  Royal  Charter  granted 
to  the  faid  Collony.  And  his  Ma'i6  ex- 
pe<5ts  the  appearance  of  the  faid  perfons 
as  foon  as  they  can  poflibly  repaire 
hither  after  they  haue  notice  of  this  his 
Mafs  pleafure.  And  his  farther  com¬ 
mand  is  that  there  may  bee  no  alter¬ 
ations  with  reference  to  the  Government 
of  the  Province  of  Maine  till  his  Mali.e 
hath  heard  what  is  alleadged  on  all 
fides,  but  that  the  fame  continue  as  his 
Ma*‘fs  Commrs  haue  left  the  fame  vntill 
his  Ma^e  fhall  farther  determine.  And 
his  Ma‘.ie  farther  expreflly  charges  and 
commands  the  Governor  &  Councell 
there  that  they  imediately  fett  all  fuch 
perfons  at  libty  who  haue  been  or  are 
impriffoned  only  for  petitioning  or  ap¬ 
plying 
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the  only  colony  in  which  the  commiffioners  had  not  been 
received  as  they  ought  to  have  been.101  He  commanded 
that  agents  of  the  colony  fhould  be  fent  to  England,  and  he 
further  ordered  that  no  alteration  fhould  be  made  in  the 
bounds  of  the  province  of  Maine  until  the  matter  had  been 
fully  heard  and  determined  by  him. 

The  defeat  and  the  recall  of  the  commiffioners  made  the 
colonifls  fear  that  an  attempt102  would  foon  be  made  to 
coerce  them,  while  the  effedt  produced  in  England  was  to 
create  a  ftrong  feeling  that  Maffachufetts  might  throw  off 
her  allegiance  and  become  an  independent  flate.103 

That 


plying  themfelues  to  his  Ma‘s  Commf 
And  that  no  man  hereafter  be  imprifoned 
or  molefted  for  fhewing  refpe<5t  to  his 
Ma1^  faid  Commr?and  for  the  better  pre¬ 
vention  of  all  differences  &  difputes  upon 
the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  feveral  Col- 
lonies  ;  His  Mati.es  pleafure  is  that  all  de¬ 
terminations  made  by  his  Mat5  faid  Corn¬ 
in':5  with  reference  to  the  faid  bounds  and 
limitts  may  ftill  continue  and  be  ob- 
ferved  till  upon  a  full  reprefentation  of 
all  pretences  his  Ma‘ie  fhall  make  his 
own  finall  determinacon,  and  particu- 
lerly  that  the  prefent  temporary  bounds 
fett  by  ye  Commrs  between  the  Collonies 
of  New  Plymouth  and  Rhode  Ifland, 
untill  his  Matie  fhall  find  caufe  to  alter 
ye  fame.  And  his  Matie  expe6ts  that 
full  obedience  be  given  to  this  fignifica- 
tion  of  his  pleafure  in  all  particulers. 
Given  at  ye  Court  at  Whitehall  ye  10th 
day  of  Aprill  1666,  in  the  Eighteenth 
yeare  of  his  Ma‘  Reigne. 

By  his  Ma‘ies  Command 

William  Morrice.” 

101  “  The  collony  of  the  Maffachufetts 
was  the  laft  and  hardlieft  perfuaded  to 
ufe  his  Majeftyes  name  in  the  formes  of 


juftice.  The  commiffioners  vifited  all 
other  collonyes  before  this,  hoping  both 
that  the  fubmiffion  and  condefcention  of 
the  other  collonyes  to  his  Majeftyes  de¬ 
fires  would  have  abated  the  refraftor- 
ineffe  of  this  collony,  which  they  much 
feared.”  Narrative  of  the  Commiffion¬ 
ers,  fuftra. 

102  Letter  of  Captain  Gookins,  writ¬ 
ten  to  a  friend  in  1666,  in  Hutchinfon' s 
Maffachufetts  Bay ,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  250  :  “In  all  probability  a  new  cloud 
is  gathering,  and  a  new  ftorm  preparing 
for  us,  which  we  expert  every  day.” 

i°3  This  feeling  had  already  exifted 
for  fome  time.  Captain  Leverett,  then 
in  London,  was  afked  in  1661  by  the 
privy  councill,  “whether  if  wee  durft 
wee  would  not  call  off  our  allegiance 
and  fubje6tion  to  his  Majefty.”  See 
letter  of  Edward  Rawfon  to  William 
Leete,  Governour  of  New  Haven,  4  July, 
1661.  Hutchinfon  Papers ,  Prince  So¬ 
ciety,  Vol.  II.  p.  58.  In  1663  there  was 
a  rumour  in  England  that  Whalley  and 
Goffe,  the  regicides,  were  at  the  head  of 
an  armed  force  in  New  England,  fee 
Ecclefiajiical  Hifory  of  New  England \ 


VOL.  I.  —  6 
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That  no  attempt  at  coercion  was  made  was  owing  partly 
to  the  determined  attitude  of  the  Maffachufetts  authorities,104 
and  partly  to  the  difturbed  political  condition  of  Eng¬ 
land105  and  the  foreign  wars  in  which  the  nation  was  then 
engaged.106  The 


by  Jofeph  B.  Felt,  Vol.  II.  p.  302.  Sir 
Robert  Carr  feared  that  the  colonifts 
might  rebel ;  fee  his  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Lauderdale,  5  December,  1665,  in 
the  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Proceedings,  April,  1859 :  “If  the  King 
would  take  the  lands  lying  eaft  to  Con¬ 
necticut  River,  and  join  it  with  Rhode 
Ifland  to  the  King’s  Province,  it  would 
make  a  good  receptacle  for  the  King’s 
loyal  fubjedts,  and  be  a  great  flop  to  the 
Maffachufetts,  if  they  Ihould  rebel.” 

104  Diary  of  fohn  Evelyn ,  26  May, 
1671,  at  a  meeting  of  the  commiffioners 
of  Trade  and  Plantations:  “But  what 
was  molt  infilled  on  was  to  know  the 
condition  of  New  England,  which  ap¬ 
pearing  to  be  very  independent  as  to 
their  regard  to  Old  England  or  his  Ma*y, 
rich  and  Itrong  as  they  now  were,  there 
were  greate  debates  in  what  ftyle  to 
write  to  them,  for  the  condition  of  that 
colony  was  fuch  that  they  were  able  to 
conteft  with  all  other  Plantations  about 
them,  and  there  was  feare  of  their  break¬ 
ing  from  all  dependance  on  this  na¬ 
tion,  his  Ma‘y  therefore  commanded 
this  affaire  more  expreflly.  We,  there¬ 
fore,  thought  fit  in  the  firlt  place  to  ac¬ 
quaint  ourfelves  as  well  as  we  could  of 
the  Hate  of  that  place  by  fome  whom 
we  heard  of  that  were  come  newly  from 
thence,  and  to  be  informed  of  their  pref- 
ent  pofture  and  condition  ;  fome  of  our 


106  The  war  with  France  from  1666 
to  1668;  with  Denmark,  1666  to  1668; 
with  Holland,  1666  to  1668;  with  Al¬ 


Council  were  for  fending  them  a  menac¬ 
ing  letter,  which  thofe  who  better  un- 
derltood  ye  peevilh  and  touchy  humor 
of  that  Colonie  were  utterly  againlt.” 

Ibid.,  June  6  :  “  There  was  a  long  de¬ 
bate,  but  at  length ’t  was  concluded  that 
if  any,  it  Ihould  be  only  a  conciliating 
paper  at  firft,  or  civil  letter,  till  we  had 
better  information  of  ye  prefent  face  of 
things,  fince  we  underftood  they  were  a 
people  upon  the  very  brink  of  renounc¬ 
ing  any  dependance  on  ye  Crowne.” 

Ibid.,  June  21  :  “To  Council  againe, 
when  one  Coll.  Cartwright,  a  Notting- 
hamfhire  man,  (formerly  in  commiffion 
with  Coll.  Nicolls)  gave  us  a  confider- 
able  relation  of  that  country,  on  which 
the  Council  concluded  that  in  the  firft 
place  a  letter  of  amniftie  Ihould  be 
difpatch’d.” 

105  Conftitutional  Hiflory  of  England, 
by  Henry  Hallam,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  II. 
p.  356  :  “  The  period  between  the  fall 
of  Clarendon  in  1667  and  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  Lord  Danby’s  adminiftra- 
tion  in  1673,  is  generally  reckoned  one 
of  the  moil  difgraceful  in  the  annals  of 
our  monarchy.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Pepys,  8  Auguft, 
1667  :  “  I  to  my  bookfellers  ;  where  by 
and  by  I  met  Mr.  Evelyn  and  talked  of 
feveral  things,  but  particularly  of  the 
times  ;  and  he  tells  me  that  wife  men  do 
prepare  to  remove  abroad  what  they 

have 


giers,  1669  to  1671  ;  with  Holland,  1672 
to  1674. 
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The  war  with  Holland  having  ceafed,  Mr.  Gorges  and 
Mr.  Mafon  tried  again  to  induce  the  King  and  privy  council 
to  a6t  on  their  behalf.  They  offered  to  refign  all  claim  to 
their  territories  in  New  England  on  certain  conditions.107 
It  was  then  fuggefted  to  the  authorities  of  Maffachufetts 
that  they  might  buy  Mr.  Gorges’  patent,108  and  it  was  faid  at 
the  fame  time  that  Charles  the  Second  had  thoughts  of 
converting  the  provinces  of  Maine  and  New  Hampfhire 
into  an  effate  for  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  from  which  he 


might  draw  a  revenue.109 

have,  for  that  we  muft  be  ruined,  our 
cafe  being  pall  belief,  the  kingdom  fo 
much  in  debt.” 

The  extravagance  of  the  King  led  to 
the  forcible  clofing  of  the  Exchequer  by 
royal  command  on  2  January,  1672. 
Diary  of  John  Evelyn ,  12  March, 
1671-2:  “an  adtion,  which  not  onely 
loft  the  hearts  of  his  fubjedts,  and  ruined 
many  widdowes  and  orphans,  whofe 
flocks  were  lent  him,  but  the  reputation 
of  his  Exchequer  for  ever,  it  being  be¬ 
fore  in  fuch  credit,  that  he  might  have 
commanded  halfe  the  wealth  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  The  credit  of  this  bank  being 
thus  broken  did  exceedingly  difcontent 
the  people,  and  never  did  his  Ma*rs  af¬ 
fairs  profper  to  any  purpofe  after  it,  for 
as  it  did  not  fupply  the  expence  of  the 
meditated  war,  fo  it  melted  away,  I 
know  not  how.”  Evelyn,  who  was 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Anglican 
church  then  fpeaks  of  the  covetoufnefs 
of  the  Bithops :  “they  were  covetous 
after  advantages  of  another  kind,  whilft 
his  Majefty  fuffer’d  them  into  a  harveft, 
with  which,  without  any  injuftice,  he 
misjht  have  remunerated  innumerable 
gallant  gentlemen  for  their  fervices  who 
had  ruin’d  themfelves  in  ye  late  rebel¬ 
lion.” 

107  u  Warre  with  Holland  being 


The 

ended  Robert  Mafon  and  fferdinando 
Gorges  did  againe  [1674]  renew  their 
humble  peticon  to  his  Majtie  for  fettling 
New  England  and  doe  propofe  the 
refigneing  their  Graunts  to  his  Majtie 
and  taking  others  with  leffe  priviledges 
upon  certtine  conditions  very  advan¬ 
tageous  to  his  Majtie  all  which  is  under 
the  prefent  confideration  of  his  Majtie 
and  moft  honourable  privie  Council.” 
Tranfcripts,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  54. 

108  Letter  of  Robert  Thomfon  to 
Governor  Leverett  [1674]  in  Hutchin- 

foris  Collection  of  Papers ,  Prince  So¬ 
ciety,  Vol.  II.  p.  180.  “  There  has  been 

much  discourfe  and  complaints  about 
Mr.  Gorges  pattent ;  it  were  good,  if  fuch 
things  were  taken  up,leaft  in  the  future 
they  prove  prejudiciall.  If  the  country 
would  buye  out  their  claime  it  may  be 
done.” 

Ibid.,  p.  199.  Letter  of  Gov.  Lev¬ 
erett  to  Major  Thompson  [Thomson], 
Bofton,  24  Auguft,  1674:  “  Sir,  for  the 
bufines  of  Mr.  Gorges  patent,  which 
was  granted,  as  by  the  date  appeares, 
after  the  Maffachufetts,  fo  that  the  jurif- 
diftion  lyeth  within  the  government 
thereof,  is  without  queftion  here  .  .  . 
might  his  pretentions  be  bought  off  for 
five  hundred  pounds  ?  ” 

109  Letter  of  John  Collins  to  Gov. 

Leverett, 
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The  fuggeftion  to  buy  the  province  of  Maine  did  not  bear 
fruit  immediately.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr. 
Mafon,  not  content  with  urging  their  claims  with  great 
perfiftence,  attempted  to  undermine  the  Maffachufetts  gov¬ 
ernment  by  afferting  that  the  quo  warranto  of  1635  had 
annulled  the  charter  of  that  colony.110  The  attack  was  a 
menacing  one,  particularly  as  the  privy  council  had  advifed 
that  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon  fhould 
be  tranfmitted  to  New  England  with  orders  from  the  King 
that  Maffachufetts  fhould  fend  agents  to  England  to  make 


Leverett,  28  July,  1674,  in  Hutchinfon' s 
Collection  of  Papers,  Prince  Society, 
Vol.  II.  p.  183. 

Ibid.,  p.  205.  Letter  of  John  Collins 
to  Gov.  Leverett,  19  March,  1674-5. 
“  The  enclofed  petition  will  fhew  you 
what  they  are  about  to  put  the  King 
upon,  a  purchafe  of  the  propriety  of 
the  province  of  Main  and  Hampfhire, 
and  by  vhome  tranfadled ;  he  that  the 
King  fhould  buy  it  for  is  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  though  nothing  as  yet  is 
determined  upon;  many  complaints  are 
made  againft  you ;  they  have  thoughts 
of  fending  a  commiffioner  thither,  and 
it  was  determined  to  do  it  with  fome 
force,  but  their  more  weighty  affaires 
and  want  of  money  will  hardly  admit 
this,  I  fuppofethis  fummer;  but  a  letter 
from  his  Majefty  you  will  have  to  order 
fome  account  of  thefe  things  to  bee 
given  him,  and  I  fear  that  which  is 
aymed  at  is  to  call  your  patent  to  a 
ftridt  account.” 

110  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
52  (108),  12  January,  1675-6. 

“  Petition  of  Mafon  Gorges. 

“  To  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Ma‘ie 

“  The  humble  peticon  of  Robert  Ma¬ 
fon  &  fferdinando  Gorges 


anfwer 

“  Praying  that  his  Ma‘r  would 
order  examination  to  be  made 
of  ye  proceedings  againft  ye 
Maffachufets  charter. 

“  Sheweth 

“  That  upon  the  22th  of  Decemb  lafl 
yor  Matie  was  pleafed  in  Council  to  order 
that  the  Agents  for  the  Corporacon  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  England 
fhould  attend  yor  Matie  in  Council  as 
this  day,  to  make  anfwer  to  the  Com¬ 
plaints  of  yor  petrs.  But  inftead  therof 
yr  petr?  are  ferved  with  an  Order  of  this 
honb.le  Board  of  the  10th  inftant  To  de¬ 
liver  Copies  of  the  Grants  of  their  Lands 
unto  the  faid  Agents,  and  that  they  alfo 
fhall  giue  Copies  of  fuch  deeds  as  fhalbe 
defired  by  the  pet1?. 

“  That  in  obedience  to  yor  Royal  com-  • 
mands  yor  pet1?  are  ready  to  make  the 
exchange,  hauing  only  required  the 
Coppy  of  one  Single  Grant.  And 
wheras  the  faid  Agents  by  their  late 
peticon  to  yor  Matie  feem  defirous  not 
to  giue  yor  Matie  the  trouble  of  a  double 
hearing.  In  order  tlierunto  that  wheras 
the  pattent  of  the  faid  Corporacon  of  the 
Maffachufets  Bay  was  Vacated  by  due 
procefs  of  Law  in  the  Raigne  of  yor 
Mats  Royal  ffather  a  Coppy  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  is  hereunto  annexed. 


\ 


“  Yo1 
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anfwer  to  them.111  The  advice  was  favorably  received  by 
the  King,  who  determined  to  a 6i  upon  it,  as  the  fierce  ftrug- 
gle  in  which  the  colonifis  were  then  engaged  againfi;  the 

Indians 


“  Yor  petr.s  therfore  doe  moft  humbly 
pray  that  yor  Matie  wilbe  pleafed  to 
appoint  a  day  for  hearing  and  in 
the  mean  time  that  yor  Ma‘.ie  would 
order  yor  Councill  learned  in  the 
Law,  to  examine  the  faid  proceed¬ 
ings  and  giue  yor  Matie  an  account 
therof. 

“  And  yor  petrs  fhall  ever  pray.” 
“[read  12  Jan^  1676].” 

111  M a [fach ufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Proceedings ,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  II. 
p.285.  “  The  Governor  Magiflrates 

of  the  Towne  of  Boflon  &*c.  in  New 
England  to  fend  over  their  anfwer  to 
the  complaints  of  Mr.  Mafon  Mr. 
Gorges. 

“At  Whitehall  December  the  22? 
1675.  Prefent,  the  King’s  moft  excel¬ 
lent  Majefty. 

“Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board 
a  Report  of  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords 
Committees  for  Trade  and  Plantacions, 
touching  the  Intereft  of  M'  Mafon  and 
Mr  Gorges,  in  the  Provinces  of  New 
Hamplhire  and  Mayne  in  the  words 
following, 

“  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  Wee 
have  in  purfuance  of  your  Majefties 
Order  in  Councill  of  the  thirteenth  of 
January  laft  paft  had  feverall  meetings 
Examinations  and  debates  touching 
the  pretencions  of  Mr  Mafon  and  Mr 
Gorges  to  the  Provinces  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  Mayne  in  New  England, 

I  and  they  infift  upon  many  evidences  for 
their  right,  infomuch  that  it  was  the 
humble  advice  of  your  Majeftie’s  late 
Councill  of  Plantacions,  by  their  re¬ 
ports  of  the  twelfth  of  Auguft  1671  That 
your  Majefty  fhould  fend  over  Comrnif- 
fioners  in  Order  to  Settle  the  many  dif¬ 


ferences  arifing  about  Boundaries  &c. 
But  when  wee  ferioufly  confidered  this 
point  of  fending  Commiflioners,  and  how 
farr  your  Majeftie’s  authority  might  bee 
therein  alfo  concerned  Wee  thought  it 
not  foe  expedient  (the  charge  alfo  con¬ 
fidered)  to  imbarque  your  Majefty  in  a 
matter  of  doubtful  confequence,  nor  do 
Wee  think  it  proper  (how  faire  foever 
the  proofes  of  the  Petitioners  titles  and 
fufferings  appeare)  to  advife  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  determine  any  thing  ex  parte,  and 
without  hearing  what  the  Boftonians 
can  fay,  who  have  not  had  any  agents 
for  them  to  make  Anfwer  in  their  be- 
halfe,  Therefore  what  Wee  humbly  pro- 
pofe  to  your  Majefty  is,  that,  upon  hear¬ 
ing  of  the  Peticions  of  Mr  Mafon  and 
Mr  Gorges  read  in  Councill,  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  would  refolve  to  fend  Copyes 
thereof  to  the  faid  people  of  Bofton 
letting  them  knowe,  That  you  cannot 
difpence  with  the  doing  of  Juftice,  or 
bearing  much  longer  the  complaints  of 
your  fubjedts,  yet  being  unwilling  to  de¬ 
termine  in  a  matter  of  foe  much  weight, 
without  firft  hearing  what  they  can  fay 
why  your  Majefty  fhould  not  give  the 
Petitioners  relief;  your  Majefty thinkes 
fit  to  tranfmit  Copyes  of  the  faid  Peti¬ 
cions  and  Complaints,  that  they  may 
confider  well  the  allegations  thereof, 
and  both  inftrudt  and  fend  over  in  the 
fpace  of  [  ]  moneths,  fome  Agents 

fufficiently  impowered  to  anfwer  for 
them,  and  to  receive  your  Majefties 
determination  in  this  matter,  depending 
for  judgment  before  you.  All  which  is 
moft  humbly  fubmitted. 

“  Whitehall  20th  Decetnber  1675.  His 
Majefty  in  Councill  was  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  faid  report  And  it  is  hereby 

Ordered 


o 


46  Memoir  of 

Indians  under  the  leaderfhip  of  King  Philip  feemed  to  offer 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  negledted.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  it  was  agreed  “that 
this  is  the  Conjuncture  to  do  fome  thing  Effectual  for  the 
better  Regulation  of  that  Government,  or  elfe  all  hopes  of 
it  may  be  hereafter  loft.”112  j 


Ordered  that  one  of  the  principall  Sec- 
retaryes  of  State  doe  prepare  a  letter 
for  his  Majefties  fignature,  willing  and 
requiring  the  prefent  Governour  and 
Magiftrates  of  the  laide  towne  of  Bofton 
and  Maffatufets  Colony  to  fend  over 
their  Agent  or  Agents  fully  inftrudled, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  moneths  from 
the  receipt  thereof,  to  anfwer  the  Peti- 
cions  and  Complaints  of  the  faid  Mr 
Mafon  and  Mr  Gorges,  Copyes  whereof 
are  to  be  tranfmitted  unto  them,  That 
foe  his  Majefty  may  put  an  end  to  this 
matter,  which  hath  foe  long  depended 
for  judgment  before  him.” 

It  had  been  propofed  in  the  Privy 
Council  previouily  that  a  fit  perfon 
fhould  be  feledted  to  adt  as  Commif- 
fioner  to  fettle  the  boundaries  of  the 
colonies  in  New  England  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  how  the  people  flood 
affedted.  Diary  of  John  Evelyn,  3 
Auguft,  1671.  “  A  full  appearance  at  the 
Council.  The  matter  in  debate  was, 
whether  we  Ihould  fend  a  deputy  to  New 
England,  requiring  them  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  to  reftore  fuch  to  their  limits  and 
refpedtive  poffeffions  as  had  petition’d 
ye  Council ;  this  to  be  the  open  com- 
miflion  onely,  but  in  truth  with  fecret 
inftrudtions  to  informe  us  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  thofe  Colonies,  and  whether  they 
were  of  fuch  power  as  to  be  able  to 
refill  his  Ma^  and  declare  for  themfelves 
as  independent  of  the  Crowne,  which 
we  were  told,  and  which  of  late  yeares 
made  them  refradlorie.  Coll.  Middle- 
ton  being  called  in,  aflur’d  us  they  might 


be  curb’d  by  a  few  of  his  Ma*ys  firft-rate 
fregats,  to  fpoile  their  trade  with  the 
iflands  ;  but  tho’  my  Prefident  was  not 
fatisfied  the  reft  were,  and  we  did  re- 
folve  to  advife  his  Maj'y  to  fend  com- 
miffion s  with  a  formal  commiffion  for 
adjufting  boundaries  &c.  with  fome 
other  inftrudtions.” 

Ibid.,  12  February,  1671-2.  “We 
alfo  deliberated  on  fome  fit  perfon  to 
go  as  commilfioner  to  infpedl  their 
adtions  in  New  England  and  from  time 
to  time  to  report  how  that  people  flood 
affedted.” 

112  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  104,  p.  92.  20  March,  1675-6. 

Hijtory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  310. 
“In  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war,  < 
and  whilft  the  authority  of  the  colony  : 
was  contending  with  the  natives  for  the 
poffeffion  of  the  foil,  complaints  were 
making  in  England,  which  ftruck  at  the 
powers  of  government,  and  an  enquiry 
fet  on  foot,  which  was  continued  from 
time  to  time,  until  it  finally  ilfued  in  a 
quo  warranto,  and  judgment  thereupon 
againft  the  charter.” 

An  account  of  the  devaftation  caufed 
by  King  Philip’s  war  is  given  in  The 
Beginnings  of  New  England,  by  John 
Fiske,  1890,  p.  240.  “In  Maffachufetts 
and  Plymouth  .  .  .  the  deltrudtion  of 
life  and  property  had  been  limply  fright¬ 
ful.  Of  ninety  towns,  twelve  had  been  | 
utterly  deftroyed,  while  more  than  forty 
others  had  been  the  fcene  of  fire  and 
daughter.  Out  of  this  little  society 

nearly 
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In  the  feledtion  of  a  proper  and  efficient  meffenger  to 
carry  his  commands  to  New  England  the  King  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  influenced  partly  by  Mr.  Mafon  and  partly  by  the  favor¬ 
able  reputation  that  Mr.  Randolph  had  evidently  acquired 
in  the  court  circle.113  Upon  his  appointment  Mr.  Randolph, 
on  15  March,  1675-6,  defired  that  inftrudfions  ffiould  be 
given  him,  and  alfo  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  not  live  to  com¬ 
plete  the  voyage  the  mailer  of  the  lhip  fhould  have  orders 
to  deliver  the  royal  letter  to  the  MafTachufetts  authorities.114 
His  inftrudlions  were  carefully  prepared.  He  was  to  convey 
the  complaints  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  to  deliver  the 
royal  letter  to  the  authorities  of  the  colony,  and  to  fee  that 
they  were  read  publicly  in  his  prefence  and  in  the  prefence 
of  the  General  Court,  and  then  wait  not  longer  than  a 
month  for  an  anfwer,  which  he  was  to  bring  back  to  Eng¬ 
land.  He  was  alfo  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  form 
bf  civil  government,  the  ecclefiastical  condition  of  the  colony, 
knd  the  flate  of  the  college,  the  population  and  the  forces 
that  could  be  raifed  with  the  number  of  experienced  officers, 
Ithe  condition  of  the  forts,  the  caufe  of  the  war  then  exifling 

and 


nearly  a  thoufand  ftaunch  men,  includ- 
ijng  not  a  few  of  broad  culture  and 
ftrong  promife,  had  loft  their  lives,  while 
f  the  fcores  of  fair  women  and  poor 
ittle  children  that  had  perifhed  under 
he  ruthlefs  tomahawk,  one  can  hardly 
give  an  accurate  account.  Hardly  a 
family  throughout  the  land  but  was  in 
mourning.  The  war  debt  of  Plymouth 
was  reckoned  to  exceed  the  total  amount 
of  perfonal  property  in  the  colony;  yet 
although  it  pinched  every  houfehold  for 
many  a  year,  it  was  paid  to  the  utter- 


moft  farthing  ;  nor  in  this  refpeft  were 
MafTachufetts  and  Conne6licut  at  all 
behind  hand.” 

113  See  Randolph’s  correfpondence 
with  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  others  of  high  focial  and  poli¬ 
tical  rank,  pojl. 

114  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
52  (80),  15  March,  1 675-6,  pojl. 


Ibid.,  Entry  Book 
March,  1675-6  ,poJl. 


104,  p.  92,  20 
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and  its  probable  refult,  the  trade  and  fhipping,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  a6ls  of  navigation  were  obferved,  what  per- 
fons  were  the  moll;  popular,  and  how  the  people  flood 
affedled  to  England,115  also  “  what  Laws  and  ordinances  are 
now  in  force  there,  derogatory  or  contradictory  to  thofe  of 
England,”  and  fome  minor  points.116 

The  inquiry  as  to  “  what  is  the  prefent  flate  of  ye  Ecclefi- 
aflical  Government  ?  ”  was  to  be  made  in  the  interefl  of  thofe 
partifans  of  the  Church  of  England  who  believed  that  the 
ftatutes  of  Parliament  bound  the  colonies,  as  well  as  the 
mother  country.  The  Anglican  Church  being  eflablifhed 
by  an  A6t  of  Parliament,  it  was  argued  that  it  fhould  alfo  be 
the  church  of  the  colonies.117 

The  inquiry  “particularly  how  ye  Trade  and  Navigation 

is 


115  State  Papers ,  Colonial ',  Entry 
Book  60,  p.  98,  20  March,  1675-6,  po/l. 

116  Ibid.,  Bundle  52  (89),  20  March, 
1675-6.  This  record  differs  only  from 
that  in  the  Colonial  Entry  Book  60, 
p.  98,  in  the  heading  and  indorfe- 
ment.  The  heading  in  the  Bundle 
is  as  follows  :  “  It  is  recommended  to 
Mr  Edward  Randolph  appointed  to 
carry  his  Maties  Letter  to  the  Magif- 
trats  of  the  Mattachufets  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  to  informe  himfelfe,  as  much  as 
he  can,  during  his  flay  there,  of  the 
Points  following.”  The  indorfement  is 
“  Points  of  Enquiry  given  to  Mr  Ran¬ 
dolph  by  order  of  the  Lrds  of  the  Comit- 
tee  at  his  departure  for  Bolton.” 

117  Political  Annals,  by  George 
Chalmers,  p.  144:  “According  to  the 
ancient  common  law  which  hath  been 
declared  by  llatute,  there  can  be  no 
provincial  church  eftablilhed,  nor  any 
ecclefiaftical  proceeding  without  the 
confent  of  the  King,  the  supreme  head. 


.  .  .  Thofe  emigrants  [the  Puritans] 
were  men,  however,  above  all  worldly 
ordinances.  The  laws  of  England,  fa 
juftly  celebrated  by  the  panegyric  of 
nations,  they  conlidered  as  not  binding 
on  them ;  becaufe  inapplicable  to  la 
godly  a  people.  .  .  .  They  verbally  ad^ 
mitted  the  King  to  be  the  fupreme  head 
of  the  church,  and  promifed  all  lawful! 
obedience  to  his  power  ;  But  they  alkedj. 
not  his  confent  when  the  church  was; 
eftablilhed.  And  they  would  probably^ 
have  deemed  the  royal  interference  a: 5 
an  invalion  of  their  chartered  rights.” 

Ibid.,  p.  171 :  “  As  it  [the  law  oP 
England]  had  formerly  pared  off  the 
encroachments  of  the  pope,  upon  prin-. 
ciples  equally  wife,  it  now  as  vigor - 
oully  oppofed  the  ufurpations  of  thf; 
lord-brethren  of  Malfachufetts.  Th6 
pretenfions  of  both,  equally  founded  in  1 
the  delulions  of  mankind,  were  equally  ) 
inconfiltent  with  every  found  maxim  of 
juft  government.” 
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is  carried  on,  whether  diredtly  to  and  from  England,  or 
otherwife,  What  number  of  Ships  doe  trade  thither  yearly, 
and  of  what  burthen  they  are,  and  where  built,  and  laftly 
what  notice  is  taken  of  the  Adt  of  Navigation,”  was  ftimu- 
lated  by  a  petition  received  January  19th,  from  fome  mer¬ 
chants  in  England,  who  prayed  that  “  the  people  of  New 
England  may  be  reduced  or  compelled  to  trade  according 
as  yor  Matys  Lawes  have  prefcribed,  otherwife  the  comerce 
&  Navigacon  of  this  Kingdome  muff  inevitably  fuffer  a  very 
great  diminution.”118  That  the  adts  of  navigation  were  not 

obferved 


M/c 


118  MaJTachitfetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  210. 

Petition  of  feveral  merchants  adverfe  to 
the  people  of  N.  E.,  rec’d  Jany.  19, 
referred  to  Comittee  of  Trade  & 
Plantations,  read  Ap.  6,  1676. 

“To  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  majeftie: 
The  humble  Petition  of  diverfe  of  yr 
a4s  Subjects  trading  to  parts  of  Europe 
atpd  alfo  into  yor  Ma.  Dominions  in 
America. 

(“Sheweth  That  for  many  years  laft 
paft  yor  Peticon4?  &  others  yor  Ma*?  Sub¬ 
jects  did  importe  from  the  feveral  parts 
of  Europe  great  quantities  of  goods, 
merchandizes  of  the  product  &  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  feveral  countrys  into  this 
yc'r  Ma4?  Realme  of  England,  of  which  a 
velry  great  part  was  fhipped  for  yor  Ma4? 
plantations  in  America,  &  did  alfo  bring 
ba  pk  the  proceed  of  their  goods  in  the 
prpdudts  of  the  faid  plantations,  not 
or  Iy  to  ferve  this  yor  Kingdome,  but  alfo 
dt  l  tranfport  from  hence  vaft  quantities 
of  all  forts  to  the  other  parts  of  Europe, 
tl/is  yor  Ma?  Kingdome  being  by  yor 
a4?  ACts  of  Navigacon  made  the  Ma¬ 
rine  both  of  European  &  American 
ommodities  for  the  fupply  &  furnifhing 


each  other  to  the 


great 


increafe  of 


VOL.  1.  —  7 


yor  Ma?  Revenue,  Encouragement  of 
the  Navigacon  of  this  Kingdome  &  to 
the  profitt  &  advantage  of  yor  Ma4s  fub- 
jeCts  in  generall. 

“  But  fo  it  is  may  it  pleafe  yor  Ma4y 
that  of  late  dayes  yor  Ma?  fubjeCts  the 
Inhabitants  of  New  England  not  at  all 
regarding  yo?  Ma4s  ACts  of  Navigacon 
do  not  only  trade  themfelves  direCfly  to 
moft  parts  of  Europe  with  their  own 
Ships,  but  do  alfo  admitt  &  encourage 
ftrangers  to  come  &  trade  with  them, 
wherby  all  forts  of  Marchandize  of  the 
produce  of  Europe  are  imported  direCtly 
into  New  England,  from  thence  are  car¬ 
ried  to  all  the  other  of  yor  Ma4?  Domin¬ 
ions  in  America  (&  fold  at  far  cheaper 
rates  then  any  that  can  be  fent  from 
hence)  &  do  take  in  Exchange  the  Com¬ 
modities  of  the  feveral  plantations,  which 
are  tranfported  to  all  the  other  parts  of 
Europe  without  coming  to  this  yor 
Ma4?  Kingdome,  fo  that  inftead  of  this 
yor  Ma4?  Kingdome  being  made  the  Ma¬ 
gazine  for  all  forts  of  goods,  New  Eng¬ 
land  is  now  become  the  great  mart  & 
ftaple,  by  which  means  the  Navigation 
of  this  Kingdome  is  greatly  prejudiced, 
yor  Ma4s  Revenue  inexprefably  impaired, 
the  price  of  commodities  both  home  & 

fforraigne 
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obferved  by  the  Maffachufetts  colonifts  was  well  known,119 
and  had  been  a  matter  of  debate  in  the  council  chamber  at 
Whitehall.120  It  was,  therefore,  confidered  important  that 

Randolph 


fforraigne  lelTened,  trade  decayed  &  yoy 
Mats  fubjedls  much  impoverifhd. 

“Yor  peticonrs  therfore  molt  humbly 
implore  yor  Maty  to  take  the  whole  mat¬ 
ter  into  yor  Royal  Confideracon,  &  that 
by  fome  fpeedy  &  effectual  courfe  yor 
faid  Subjects,  the  people  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  may  be  reduced  or  compelled  to 
trade  according  as  yor  Matys  Lawes  have 
prefcribed,  fo  that  this  yor  Matys  King- 
dome  of  England  may  again  become  the 
generall  Magazine,  that  from  hence  not 
only  yor  Ma7s  other  plantacons  but  alfo 
New  England  may  be  furnifhed,  &  that 
all  the  produdts  of  yo^  Matys  Colonies  in 
America  may  be  according  to  yor  Matys 
lawes  imported  into  this  Kingdome,  for 
default  whereof  the  Comerce  &  Navi¬ 
gation  of  this  Kingdome  mull  inevitably 
fuffer  a  very  great  diminution. 

“  And  yor  Petitioners  lhall  ever  pray.” 
[figned  by  twenty-five]. 

119  Hiflory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  269:  “No  cuftom  houfe  was  eftab- 
lifhed.  The  adts  of  parliament  of  the 
12th  and  15th  of  King  Charles  the  fec- 
ond,  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade, 
were  in  force,  but  the  governor  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  carry  them  into  execu¬ 
tion,  was  annually  to  be  eledted  by  the 
people,  whofe  intereft  it  was  that  they 
lhould  not  be  obferved.  Some  of  the 
magiftrates  and  principal  merchants 
grew  very  rich,  and  a  fpirit  of  induftry 
and  economy  prevailed  through  the 
colony.” 

120  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  104,  p.  70,  4  February,  1 67  \. 

“  Irregularity  of  Trade,  &c. 

“  At  the  Comittee  of  Trade  and  Planta¬ 
tions  at  the  Councill  Chamber  in 


White  Hall,  Friday,  the  4th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1675. 

“  Prefent 

Lord  Privy  Seale  Earle  of  Craven 
Earle  of  Bridgwater  Vise4.  Fauconberg 
Mr  Secretary  Williamfon 
“  New  England 

“  The  Lord  Priuy  Seale  prefents  a  let¬ 
ter  wch  came  to  him  from  Major  Leveret 
in  November  laft,  bearing  date  from 
Bofton,  the  61!1  of  September  1675.  The 
letter  was  read,  and  his  Lo?  only  defires 
a  Copie  of  it. 

“  Vpon  this  occafion  their  Lops  en¬ 
tered  into  a  debate  touching  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  propofed  to  confider  in  due 
tyme  what  may  be  the  Points  wherin  it 
were  neceflary  to  have  New  England 
more  in  Dependence  vpon  his  Maj1.?  As 
for  Example,  Firfi:  in  relation  to  ye  irreg¬ 
ularity  of  their  Trade,  and  2d.ly  to  bring 
y™  to  fuch  an  acknowledgm4  of  his  Maj^s 
authority,  as  to  fubmit  and  leave  ye 
finall  determination  and  laft  refult  of 
Superior  Points  to  his  Majl.e  Arid 
whether  the  Afts  and  Lawes  there  lo 
be  made  fhould  not  have  like  approb;  1- 
tion  from  his  Maj^asin  other  Plant!  1- 
tions. 

“  Their  Lops.  thought  it  remarkabl  :, 
(Whether  the  Sentence  were  Valid  or 
no,  Yet)  that  the  King’s  Bench  in  Welt- 
minfter  Hall  in  1635  tooke  on  them  ^o 
Judg  and  determine  vpon  the  Patent  <pf 
New  England,  as  in  the  Petition  of 
Mr  Mafon  is  at  larg  fet  forth. 

“  But  on  ye  other  fide,  their  Lo?s  do  n«  t 
fuppofe,  that  to  Confider  New  Englan.1 
fo,  as  to  bring  Them  vnder  Taxes  and 
Impofitions,  or  to  fend  thither  a  Gov¬ 
ernor  to  raise  a  fortune  from  Them,  cart 
be  of  any  vfe  or  Service  to  his  Maj  .” 
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Randolph  fhould  inform  himfelf,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  in 
regard  to  the  matter. 

As  for  the  flatement  made  by  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges, 
that  the  patent  of  Maffachufetts  had  been  legally  annulled, 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  gave  no  opinion,  but  “  Their 
Lops  thought  it  remarkable,  (whether  the  Sentence  were  valid 
or  no,  yet)  that  the  King’s  Bench  in  Weftminfter  Hall  in 
1635  tooke  on  them  to  Judg  and  determine  upon  the  Patent 
of  New  England,  as  in  the  Petition  of  Mr  Mafon  is  at  larg 
fet  forth.” 121 

The  moft  important,  however,  of  all  the  inquiries  was  that 
relating  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  colony  derogatory 
or  contradictory  to  thofe  of  England.  If  it  could  be  fhown 
that  they  were  repugnant  to  thofe  of  the  realm,  there  would 
De  ground  for  a  fuit  to  vacate  the  charter,  although  one  of 
:  ts  claufes  flated  “  That  theis  our  letters  patents  fhalbe 
irme  and  effectuall,  and  available  in  all  things,  and  to  all 
ntents  and  conftrucons  of  lawe  according  to  our  true  mean- 
ng  herein  before  declared  and  fhalbe  conftrued,  reputed 
and  adjudged  in  all  cafes  moft  favourablie  on  the  behalf 
4nd  for  the  benefitt  and  behoofe  of  the  faide  Governor  and 
Company  and  their  fucceffors.” 

Under  the  claufe  granting  power  “  to  make  Lawes  and 
prdinnces  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  faide  Company,” 
the  colonifts  had  eftablifhed  a  “  Body  of  Liberties  ”  bafed  on 
the  principles  of  Magna  Charta  and  made  applicable  to  their 
circumftances  and  condition.122  Thofe  fundamental  laws 

were 

121  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  “  That  all  and  every  the  fubjefls  of  Vs 

Book  104,  p.  70,  4  February,  i67f.  our  heirs  or  fucceffors,  which  fhall  goe 

122  A  claufe  in  the  charter  recites :  to  and  inhabite  within  the  faide  landes 

and 


52 


Memoir  of 


were  broad  and  liberal,  breathing  a  fpirit  of  independence 
totally  at  variance  with  the  views  prevailing  in  the  claffes 
then  governing  England.  Their  harmony  with  or  repug¬ 
nance  to  the  exifting  laws  of  England  would  depend  much 
upon  the  fpirit  in  which  they  fhould  be  conftrued  or 
interpreted. 

Armed  with  his  inflrudtions  and  the  royal  letter,123  Mr. 
Randolph,  not  wifhing  to  lofe  time,  immediately  upon  his 
landing  in  Bofton,  on  ioth  of  June,  1676,  after  a  tedious  voyage 
of  ten  weeks  from  the  Downs,  went  to  fee  Governor  Lev- 
erett  and  informed  him  of  the  objedt  of  his  miffion.  The 
Governor  invited  him  to  meet  the  Council  which  had  been 

called 


and  premifes  hereby  menconed  to  be 
granted,  and  every  of  their  children 
which  ffiall  happen  to  be  borne  there, 
or  on  the  feas  in  goeing  thither  or  re- 
torning  from  thence,  fhall  have  and 
enjoy  all  liberties  and  immunities  of 
free  and  naturall  fubjedts  within  any  of 
the  dominions  of  Vs  o':  heires  or  fuccef- 
fors,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  what¬ 
ever  as  yf  they  and  everie  of  them  were 
borne  within  the  realme  of  England.” 

For  the  Body  of  Liberties  fee  the 
Colonial  Laws  of  Majfachufets,  edited 
by  William  H.  Whitmore :  “  The  free 
fruition  of  fuch  liberties,  Immunities 
and  priviledges  as  humanitie,  ci vilitie 
and  chriftianitie  call  for  as  due  to  every 
man  in  his  place  and  proportion  without 
impeachment  and  Infringement  hath 
ever  bene  and  ever  will  be  the  tran¬ 
quillize  and  ftabilitie  of  churches  and 
commonwealths,  and  the  deniall  or  de* 
privall  thereof,  the  difturbance,  if  not 
the  ruine  of  both.”  Equal  juftice  to  be 
adminiftered  to  all,  ftrangers  as  well  as 
inhabitants.  Laws  to  be  made  public. 
No  barbarous  punishments  to  be  in- 


flidled.  No  church  censure  to  deprive 
any  one  of  civil  office  or  dignity.  Every 
church  to  have  free  liberty  of  election 
and  ordination  of  all  its  officers,  etc. 

Winthrop  writes:  “This  feffion 
[General  Court  of  December,  1641' 
continued  three  weeks,  and  eftabliffiedi 
one  hundred  laws,  which  were  called} 
the  Body  of  Liberties.  They  had  been! 
compofed  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ward 
(fome  time  paftor  of  the  church  of1' 
Ipfwich ;  he  had  been  a  minifter  in. 
England,  and  formerly  a  ftudent  and  a 
pradtifer  in  the  Courts  of  the  Common, 
law)  and  had  been  revifed  and  altered 
by  the  court  and  fent  forth  into  every 
town  to  be  further  confidered  of,  and 
now  again  in  this  court  they  were  re-:- 
vifed,  amended,  and  prefented,  and  fd< 
eftabliffied  for  three  years,  by  that  ex¬ 
perience  to  have  them  fully  amended 
and  eftabliffied  to  be  perpetual.” 

123  Letter  of  the  King  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Bofton  commandingthem  to  fend  ■ 
over  agents,  and  to  admit  Ed.  Randolph r 
in  Council,  State  Papers ,  Colonial , ; 
Bundle  52  (74),  10  March,  1675-6, po/l. 


53 


Edward  Randolph. 

called  for  that  afternoon.  Mr.  Randolph  went  to  the  meet¬ 
ing,  where  he  found  a  chair  placed  purpofely  for  him.  Mr. 
Leverett,  who  had  been  a  captain  in  Cromwell’s  army  and 
evidently  cared  little  for  royal  authority,  looking  at  the 
King’s  letter,  afked  who  Mr.  Henry  Coventry  was,  whofe 
fignature  appeared  at  the  bottom.  Randolph  anfwered  that 
he  was  the  King’s  principal  Secretary  of  State.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  reading  of  the  letter  Randolph  took  off 
his  hat,  his  example  being  followed  by  three  of  the  Council, 
the  Governor,  the  Secretary,  and  the  other  three  members 
prefent  keeping  theirs  on,  a  mark  of  difrefpedt  which  muff 
have  irritated  Randolph,  frefli  from  the  court  circle.  When 
the  letter  with  the  enclofed  petitions  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr. 
Gorges  had  been  read,  the  Governor  remarked  that  it  con¬ 
tained  matters  of  little  importance  and  eafily  anfwered. 
Randolph  then  reminded  the  Council  that  he  was  empow¬ 
ered  to  receive  the  reply  to  the  King’s  demand  that  agents 
fhould  be  fent  to  England  within  fix  months  to  anfwer  to 
the  complaints  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  and  that,  if 
neceffary,  he  was  to  wait  a  month  for  it.  The  Governor 
merely  faid  they  would  take  the  matter  into  confideration. 
This  firft  interview  was  very  unfatisfaftory. 

I  After  two  days’  confutation  it  was  refolved  by  the  Council 
t/hat  an  anfwer  fhould  be  fent  to  England  immediately  by  a 
^effel  ready  to  fail,  no  notice  being  taken  of  the  King’s 
cjommand  that  Randolph  was  to  be  the  bearer  of  it.  On 
the  15th  of  June  Randolph  was  fummoned  to  meet  the 
Council  again,  the  Governor  afking  him  if  he  intended  to 
return  to  England  by  the  fhip  whofe  captain  was  to  carry 
the  anfwer  of  the  Council,  a  copy  of  which  the  Governor 
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offered  to  give  to  Mr.  Randolph.  He  replied  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  go  back  fo  foon,  having  other  matters  to 
attend  to,  and  afked  if  the  Council  had  confidered  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  letter  carefully  enough  and  had  decided  in  fo  fhort 
a  time  upon  the  agents  to  be  fent  to  England.  To  this 
the  Governor  made  no  reply,  and  upon  inquiry  finding  that 
Randolph  had  nothing  elfe  to  communicate  from  the  King, 
faid  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  Mr.  Mafon’s  agent,  and  that 
he  might  withdraw  from  the  meeting. 

In  the  meantime  Randolph  had  loft  no  time  in  prefenting 
the  letters  of  introduction  he  hacT^eceived  from  Mr.  Mafon 
to  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  wel¬ 
comed  him,  as  he  writes,  with  much  kindnefs.  He  found 
them  all,  including  fome  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  militia, 
very  loyal  to  the  King.  Thefe  letters  were  written  defign- 
edly  that  their  contents  might  be  communicated  to  others. 
To  counteract  their  effeCt  a  rumor  was  fpread  among  the 
people  that  there  was  much  confufion  in  England,  that  the 
Duke  of  York,  with  fome  of  the  nobility,  had  left  the  court 
and  had  applied  to  the  city  for  affiftance.  This  report  Ran¬ 
dolph  contradicted.  Having  noticed  in  the  harbor  feveral 
veffels  from  Spain,  France,  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  the 
Canaries,  in  open  violation  of  the  aCts  of  trade,  he  went  op 
the  1 6th  to  remonftrate  with  the  Governor,  who  told  hin 
frankly  that  the  colony  was  not  bound  by  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  that  they  had  power  to  make  their  own  laws ;  thd,t 
there  was  no  appeal  to  England ;  that  the  King  had  con! 
firmed  their  charter  by  his  letter  of  28  June,  1662;  the 
King  could,  if  he  wiffied,  enlarge  their  rights,  but  ought 
not  in  reafon  abridge  them,  they  having  at  their  own  coff 
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built  up  the  plantation  without  the  flighted;  aid  from  the 
Crown. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  Randolph  prefented  a  memorial  to 
the  Governor,  the  Council  being  affembled  at  his  houfe  on 
that  day,  reminding  him  that  the  King  had  commanded  the 
colony  to  fend  agents  fully  empowered  to  England,  praying 
that  a  General  Court  fhould  be  called,  the  matter  being  of  fo 
great  importance  as  to  require  the  fulled:  deliberation  and 
publicity,  and  dating  that  he  would  wait  for  the  anfwer  of 
the  General  Court.  The  only  reply  vouchfafed  was  that 
when  he  fhould  be  ready  to  dart  for  England  a  copy  of  the 
Council’s  anfwer  already  fent  would  be  given  to  him. 

Having  found,  as  he  fuppofed,  a  party  in  the  colony  in 
fympathy  with  him,  and  expreffing  themfelves  as  loyal  to  the 
Crown,  Randolph  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  provinces 
of  New  Hampfhire  and  Maine.  At  the  beginning  of  July  he 
went  to  New  Hampfhire,  which  he  fpeaks  of  as  “  belonging 
to  Mr.  Mafon,  but  now  divided  by  the  Boftoners  into  three 
counties,  and  called  by  them  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Middle- 
feix.”  He  vifited  feveral  of  the  towns,  acquainting  the  in¬ 
habitants  with  the  objedt  of  his  journey,  and  reading  to  them 
r.  Mafon’s  letter,  which  gave  them,  he  fays,  great  fatisfa&ion. 
hey  complained  of  the  ufurpation  and  oppreffion  of  the 
Maffachufetts  colony,  faying  that  they  were  not  admitted  to 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  their  children  were  de¬ 
nied  baptifm,  they  did  not  have  the  liberty  of  choofing  their 
own  magiftrates  and  officers  becaufe  they  did  not  belong  to 
Congregational  churches,  and  that  minifters  were  impofed 
lipon  them.  They  alfo  complained  that  the  magiftrates  fent 
frpm  Bofton  to  try  caufes  laid  whatever  fines  and  taxes  they 

thought 
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thought  fit  upon  their  perfons,  eftates,  and  trade,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  England ;  ever  fince  the  vifit  of  the  royal  com- 
miffioners  in  1665  they  had  been  hoping  to  be  relieved  by 
the  King  of  the  oppreffions  they  had  fuffered  from  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  authorities.  At  Portfmouth  he  was  vifited  by  fev- 
eral  of  the  chief  inhabitants  of  Maine,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Gorges,  “now  called  Yorkfhire  by  the  Boftoners  fince  their 
feizure  of  it,”  who  made  fimilar  complaints,  and  expreffed 
hopes  that  the  King  would  grant  them  relief. 

Having  been  invited,  after  his  return  to  Bofton,  by  Governor 
Jofiah  Winflow  to  vifit  him  at  New  Plymouth,  Randolph 
went  to  that  colony.  He  defcribes  the  Governor  as  “  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  loyal  principles,”  by  whofe  courage  and  condudl 
the  Indians  under  King  Philip  had  been  defeated.  This 
vidfory  “  makes  him  to  be  feared  and  not  loved  by  his  neigh¬ 
bors  the  Boftoners.”  In  his  converfation  the  Governor  ex¬ 
preffed  great  diflike  to  the  Maffachufetts  authorities  for  their 
condudt  towards  the  King,  their  encroachments  upon  the 
neighboring  colonies,  and  laying  what  taxes  they  pleafed 
upon  their  commodities  imported  into  Maffachufetts,  their 
conftant  violation  of  the  adls  of  trade  and  navigation,  trading 
and  encouraging  all  nations  to  trade  with  them,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  kingdom,  and  faying  finally  that  both  New 
Plymouth  and  Connecticut  would  gladly  fubmit  themfelvds 
to  a  general  government  dependent  upon  the  King,  to  which 
all  the  colonies  of  New  England  ought  to  be  reduced,  other- 
wife  they  “  could  never  be  fecure,  flourifh,  nor  be  ferviceable 
to  your  Majeftie.” 

Not  fatisfied  with  finding  that  fome  of  the  magiftrates  and 
others  of  official  rank  in  Bofton  were  friendly  to  the  Crown, 
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Randolph  made  inquiries  as  to  the  difpofition  of  the  people, 
the  generality  of  whom  he  reports  as  being  governed  arbi¬ 
trarily  by  the  colonial  authorities  and  defirous  that  the  King 
would  free  them  from  their  “  bondage,”  and  even  fome  of 
higher  pofition  entreating  him  to  reprefent  their  condition 
to  the  King,  fearing  if  they  fhould  petition  openly,  they 
would  be  treated  and  punifhed  by  the  magiftrates,  as  thofe 
were  who  in  1666  had  fubfcribed  to  a  paper  afferting  the 
right  of  jurifdidtion  and  fovereignty  of  the  King  over  the 
colony. 

Being  ready  to  fail  for  England,  Randolph  went  on  the 
20th  of  July  to  Governor  Leverett  to  receive  any  defpatches 
that  might  be  prepared  for  him,  when  a  reproof  was  admin- 
iftered  to  him  for  publifhing  to  the  inhabitants  the  objedt  of 
his  errand,  and  the  contents  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  and  Mr.  Gorges’ 
petitions,  and  for  ftirring  up,  as  was  faid,  a  mutiny  and  dif- 
turbance  and  withdrawing  the  people  from  their  obedience 
to  the  magiftracy.  To  this  reproof  he  replied  that,  if  he  had 
done  wrong,  upon  complaint  made  to  the  King,  juftice  would 
be  done.  He  was  then  given  a  copy  of  the  anfwer  already 
fent  to  Secretary  Coventry.  At  his  departure  the  Governor 
and  fome  of  the  magiftrates  entreated  him  to  make  a  favor¬ 
able  report  of  the  colony,  adding  that  “  thofe  that  bleffed 
them  God  would  bleffe  and  thofe  that  curfed  them  God 
would  curfe ;  that  whatever  reports  were  rayfed  againft 
them,  by  wicked  and  evill  minded  men,  to  draw  away  your 
Majefties  grace  and  favour  from  them,  yet  they  were  a 
people  truely  fearing  the  Lord  and  very  obedient  to  your 
Majeftie.” 

Previoufly 
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Previoufly  to  making  his  report 124  to  the  King,  dated  the 
20th  of  September,  after  his  return  to  England,  having 
failed  July  30th,  and  arriving  in  Dover  on  September  the 
10th,  Randolph  had  written  from  Bofton  on  June  17th  to 
Secretary  Coventry,  from  whom  he  had  received  his  inflruc- 
tions,  a  letter  in  which  he  had  ufed  very  plain  language, 
denouncing  the  colonifts  in  ftrong  terms.125  He  writes  :  “  I 
am  credibly  informed  they  deferre  this  bufinefs  till  October 
next  when  their  Grail  Councill  are  to  meet ;  thefe  are  their 
ufuall  methods  of  difcountenancing  all  Affairs  that  come  to 
them  from  his  Ma‘y  Nor  can  I  expedt  better  when  yet  they 
glory  in  their  affronting  Sr  Rob*  Carr  &  other  his  Ma*?  Comr.s 
in  this  Country ;  neither  are  they  to  learn  that  old  trade  of 
inventing  &  fp reading  fals  reports  wch  are  eafily  credited, 
coming  (as  they  fay)  from  very  honeft  men  in  England : 
Vitf,  that  upon  his  Ma‘®  intentions  of  fuppreffing  all  Non- 
conformifls  meetings  laft  March  they  were  all  in  an  uproar 

6  going  to  cut  one  anothers  throats,  &  that  his  Maty  intends 
to  alter  ye  Governml  &  bring  Epifcopacy  into  New  England, 
a  thing  more  dreaded  then  ye  Indian  Warr  •  by  fuch  cun¬ 
ning  prtences  whole  herds  of  the  meaner  Inhabitants  are 
frighted  from  their  Obedience  to  his  Ma‘?  into  ye  toyles  of 
their  unlimited  authority.  The  Government  of  this  Place 

confiffs 

124  Hutchinfon  Papers ,  Prince  So-  1 666,  figned  by  upward  of  one  hundred 
ciety,  Vol.  II.  p.  210.  “A  fhort  nar-  perfons,  “clearing  themfelves  from  the 
rative  touching  the  delivery  of  your  leaft  imputation  of  fo  fcandalous  an  evil 
Majefties  letters  to  the  magiftrates  of  as  the  appearance  of  difaffedtion  or  dif- 
Bofton  in  New  England,”  pojfl.  loyalty  to  the  perfon  &  Government  of 

In  the  Hijlorical  Collections  of  the  their  lawful  Prince  &  Sovereign.” 
American  Colonial  Church ,  Vol.  III.  125  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  52 
p.  3 r ,  by  W.  S.  Perry,  D.  D.,  is  found  (86).  Randolph  to  Coventry,  17  June, 
the  text  of  the  petition  of  Odtober,  1676, /<?/?. 


Edward  Randolph .  5  9 

confifts  of  a  GovT-  1 1  Magiftrates  &  a  Secry  all  yearly  chofen  ; 
molt  of  them  are  inconfiderable  Mechaniks  packed  by 
the  prevailing  party  of  y®  fadtion’s  Miniftry  who  haue  a 
fellow  feeling  both  in  the  Command  &  profit:  thefe  lay 
what  impositions  they  pleafe  upon  ye  people ;  a  tax  of 
20000/  is  out  of  hand  to  be  collected  for  paymt  of  the  Army 
greatly  difcontented  and  in  great  Arrears  &  for  defraying 
the  publiq  Charges  of  the  Warr.  The  Clergy  are  generally 
inclined  to  fedition  being  Proud  Ignorant  &  Imperious, 
Owen126  &  others,  ejufdem  ffarinae,  are  in  great  Veneration 
here,  yet  there  are  fome  Civil  Gentlemen  amongft  them  that 
upon  all  Occafions  exprefs  their  duty  to  his  Mal?  abominat¬ 
ing  the  Hipocrify  of  their  Pharifaicall  Sanhedrim.”  He  then 
fpeaks  of  the  Militia  as  confifting  of  10,000  foot  and  1,000 
horfe,  and  20,000  more  can  be  raifed.  Amongft  the  offi¬ 
cers  Major  Thomas  Savage  is  a  “  gentleman  of  a  very  good 
family  in  England  and  loyal  principles,”  and  the  only  field 
officer  that  faced  the  Indians.  “  Goffe  the  Old  Rebell  is 
ftill  in  this  Country,  where  he  and  others  are  harboured  by 
their  Antimonarchicall  Profelites.  One  Dennifon  is  Major 
Grail  and  Chief  Commander  of  the  whole  fforces,  a  Prudent 
man  that  fat  at  home  in  Councill  being  Indifpofed  to  fight 
deviding  ye  Spoil  with  the  Magiftrates  his  brethren  of  ye 
Captive  Indians.  I  am  confidently  affured  by  thofe  that 
well  underftand  the  Affairs  of  this  Country  that  3  ffrigats  of 
40  guns  with  3  ketches  well  manned  lying  a  League  or  two 

below 

126  Rev.  John  Owen,  D.  D. ;  born  Church,  Oxford,  1651;  vice  chancellor 
1616,  died  1683;  educated  at  Oxford;  1652-1657;  loft  his  deanery  at  the  ref¬ 
an  opponent  of  Laud;  private  chaplain  toration  in  1660;  declined  the  offer  of 
to  Cromwell  1649;  dean  of  Chrift  prefidency  of  Harvard  College  in  1670. 
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below  Bofton  with  his  Mats  exprefs  Orders  to  feize  all  Ship¬ 
ping  &  pform  other  A6Is  of  hoftility  agst  thefe  Revolters  would 
bring  them  all  to  his  Ma‘s  own  terms  and  do  more  in  one 
Weeks  time  then  all  the  Ordrs  of  King  &  Councill  to  them 
in  Seven  years;  there  are  feverall  Empericks  in  England 
that  bolfter  up  the  deformed  Anarchy  with  lying  delufions 
fometimes  informing  that  his  Ma‘?  is  pfwaded  to  fign  ires 
and  Orders  to  them  &  doth  not  really  intend  what  he 
writes.”  As  to  the  “  reducing  this  Plantation  to  their  due 
Obedience  ;  this  fumer  would  have  effedfed  it  w*  a  very  fmall 
trouble  &  charge,  for  the  leaft  flop  upon  their  trade  together 
with  ye  prefent  difturbance  from  the  Indians  would  turn 
them  all  upon  their  Magiftrates  and  force  them  to  an 
humble  &  ready  Submiffion.  The  War  in  King  Philips 
Country  is  fmartly  profecuted  by  General  Window  with  good 
fuccefs,  and  they  queffion  not  but  to  give  them  a  total 
overthrow  next  Winter,  if  not  before,  having  reduced  them 
to  great  extreamities  &  killed  moft  of  their  cheif  Leaders.” 

This  letter  expreffes  the  feeling  which  actuated  Randolph 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  official  relations  with 
the  Maffachufetts  authorities.  He  looked  upon  them  as 
imbued  with  the  Puritan  fpirit  of  revolt  againft  the  King 
and  the  eftabliffied  church.  They  in  their  turn  hated  him 
and  thwarted  him  whenever  it  was  poffible. 

The  reply127  to  the  King’s  letter,  the  original  of  which 
Governor  Leverett  refufed  to  confide  to  Randolph,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  account,  but  which  the  Council  faid  they  offered 

to 

127  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  pofl ;  also  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
52  (168).  Rec‘  of  his  Ma‘rs  lettr  of  III.  p.  315. 

March  ye  10th,  167!,  dated  13  June,  1676, 
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to  give  him,  was  brief.128  After  ftating  that  the  royal  letter 
as  well  as  the  petitions  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges  had 
been  read  in  Council  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Randolph,  and 
thanking  the  King  for  informing  them  of  the  complaints 
againft  them,  it  faid  that  a  meeting  of  the  General  Court 
could  not  be  held  immediately  on  account  of  the  Indian  war 
and  the  prevalence  of  an  “  Epidemicall  Sicknefs,”  and  that 
by  their  charter  the  General  Court  was  the  only  body  that 
could  anfwer  the  complaints,  but  that  the  matter  would  be 
attended  to  at  the  firft  opportunity.  It  then  went  on  to  fay  that 
“  the  matters  of  complaint  contained  in  the  faid  petitions  as 
referring  to  this  Colony  are  impertinencies  miftakes  &  falfe- 
hoods,  the  proofe  whereof  wee  doubt  not,  but  to  make  out 
in  our  more  perticular  Anfwer”;  that  New  Hampfhire  and 
Maine  were  “  under  his  Majefties  Government  here  in  this 
Colony  eftablifhed,”  not  only  becaufe  their  northerly  line, 
according  to  their  charter,  included  thofe  provinces,  but  alfo 
becaufe  they  had  been  earneftly  folicited  by  the  inhabitants 
to  be  taken  under  their  protedlion.  “  The  whole  matter  wee 
feare  not  to  Submit  to  a  juft  and  equal  determination,  not 
doubting  of  his  Majefties  clemency  &  favour  therein.” 
Although  the  Governor  had  fpoken  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  mif- 
fion  as  of  little  confequence,  it  was  determined  to  call  a 
fpecial  meeting  of  the  General  Court  for  Auguft  the  9th ; 
accordingly  a  fummons  was  iffued  on  July  the  10th.129 

Upon 

128  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III.  ernor  Leverett  and  Councill,  6  July, 
p.  317.  Anfwer  of  the  Council  to  Ed-  1 676,  pojl;  alfo  in  Andros  Trails,  Vol. 
ward  Randolph,  26  June,  1676,  flojl \  III.  p.  219. 

fee  ibid.,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  212;  Randolph  129  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 
to  Leverett,  23  June,  1676 ,  ibid.,  p.  318.  Order  for  General  Court  to 

Vol.  CVI.  p.  213  ;  Randolph  to  Gov-  meet.  To  y e  Conjlable  of  B.  [etc.] 
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Upon  the  aflembling  of  the  Court  on  the  appointed  day,  the 
Governor  ftated  the  reafons  for  calling  a  fpecial  feffion,  and 
the  Court,  knowing  that  feveral  of  the  clergy  were  in  Bofton 
at  that  time,  decided  to  afk  their  advice  u  in  fo  momentous 
a  matter.”130  The  clergy  advifing  that  agents  ftiould  be 
appointed  in  accordance  with  the  King’s  wifhes,  provided 
their  inftrutftions  bound  them  to  do  nothing  which  fhould 
endanger  the  liberties  of  the  country,  the  General  Court 
felected  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  as 
well  as  a  ftatement  of  the  colony’s  claims  to  the  difputed 
territory,  and  decided  to  appoint  fome  one  in  England  to 
reprefent  them.131  Inftead,  however,  of  feledting  fome  one  in 

England, 


In  his  maties  name  you  are  required  to 
give  notice  to  ye  ffreemen  of  yor  towne 
to  meet  &  fignifie  to  them  that  the 
Govr  &  Council!  have  received  a  tre  from 
his  Ma,ie  relateing  to  ye  Claymes  of  Mr 
Gorges  &  Mr  Mafon  to  Hampfhire  & 
ye  Province  of  Mayne  &  other  things 
therein  mentioned  requireing  a  Anfwf 
therunto.  In  obfervance  whereof  the 
Councill  have  ordered  the  convening  of 
the1  Gentt  Court  at  Bofton  the  9th  day  of 
Auguft  next  at  nine  of  ye  Clock  in  the 
morning  to  confider  &  confult  thereof. 
In  purfuance  whereof  they  are  to  fend 
yer  deputyes  as  ye  Law  directs  ;  making 
yor  returne  to  ye  Court  &  not  fade,  dated 
in  Bofton  io*  July  1676. 

E.  R.  S. 

[Edward  Rawson,  Secretary.] 
ys  was  read  &  approved  in  Councill 
at  y*  time. 

[endorfed]  origi1  'warrant  to  call  ye  Gen11 
Court  9.  Auguft  1676. 

130  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p. 
98;  also  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
III.  p.  318.  The  queftion  fubmitted 
to  the  twenty-four  “  reverend  elders  ” 
then  in  Bofton  was  “  whither  the  moft 


expedient  manner  of  makeing  anfwer  to 
the  complaints  of  Mr  Gorges  &  Mr  Ma¬ 
fon  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line 
be  by  fending  Agents  or  Atturneys  to 
mannage  the  fame  or  to  anfwer  by  writ¬ 
ing  onely.  Anft  It  feems  unto  us  y2 
moft  expedient  way  of  making  anfwer 
unto  ye  complaints  of  Mr  Gorges  &  Mr 
Mafon  about  ye  extent  of  or  patent  line, 
to  do  it  by  appointing  Agents,  to  appeare 
&  make  Anfwer  for  us  by  way  of  infor¬ 
mation  at  this  time  &  in  this  cafe ;  Pro¬ 
vided  they  be  with  utmoft  care  & 
caution  qualified  as  to  their  inftruCtions 
by  and  according  unto  which  they  may 
negotiate  that  affayre  with  fafety  unto 
ye  country  &  with  all  duty  &  loyalty 
unto  his  Majefty  in  ye  puervation  of 
or  patent  liberties.”  Among  the  feven 
reafons  affigned  for  the  anfwer  are  that 
non-appearance  “might  give  advantage 
unto  our  adverfaries  to  proceed  unto 
ye  obtaining  of  a  determination  against 
us,”  the  fuccefs  obtained  by  former 
agents,  the  advice  of  friends  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  that  agents  can  anfwer  all  ob¬ 
jections  more  eafily  and  more  fully. 

131  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p. 
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England,  Mr.  Peter  Bulkley132  and  Mr.  William  Stough¬ 
ton,133  both  prominent  members  of  the  General  Court,  were 
appointed  on  September  16th,  with  reftridted  powers.  By 
their  inftrudtions  they  were  limited  to  making  anfwer  to  the 
claims  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  and  if  other  com¬ 
plaints  fhould  be  urged  againft  the  colony,  they  were  to  fay 
they  were  not  empowered  to  difculs  them.  In  cafe  there 
fhould  be  a  probability  of  a  decifion  being  made  againft  the 
colony' in  favor  of  Mafon  and  Gorges  they  were  to  afk  for  a 
delay.  They  were  alfo  to  feek  the  advice  of  the  Earl  of 
Anglefea  and  other  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  who 
were  friendly  to  Maffachufetts,  and  in  order  to  end  the  con- 
troverfy  they  were  to  offer,  according  to  their  difcretion, 
to  purchafe  the  claims  in  difpute  from  both  Mafon  and 

134 
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100:  “to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  his 
majeftie,  as  alfo  a  full  &  large  relation 
&  declaration  of  our  cafe  ...  to  draw 
up  a  letter  &  inftrudtions  to  fome  meet 
perfon  in  England.” 

182  Peter  Bulkley,  the  fon  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Bulkley  of  Concord,  who  was 
driven  from  his  church  living  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  nonconformity,  by  Archbifhop 
Laud,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1660,  and  became  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Deputies  ;  died  1688. 

133  William  Stoughton,  born  in  1632 ; 
graduated  at  Harvard  1650 ;  became  fel¬ 
low  of  New  College,  Oxford,  but  driven 
from  his  fellowfhip  upon  the  Reftoration ; 
affiftant  for  many  years  of  the  colony ; 
upon  death  of  Gov.  Sir  William  Phips 
he  became  adting-governor ;  chief  juf- 
tice  in  1692;  holding  office  during  the 
witchcraft  trials  ;  died  in  1701. 

134  MaJJ'achufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 


p.  1 15.  September  16,  1676.  “In¬ 
ftrudtions  for  William  Stoughton,  Efq^ 
&  1VP  Peter  Bulkley,  our  melfengers, 
now  chofen  for  to  goe  to  England  to 
prefent  our  deffence,  in  refference  to  the 
claimes  of  Mr  Gorges  &  Mr  Mafon  .  .  . 
you  are  to  make  your  application  to  the 
Earle  of  Anglefey  &  fuch  other  lords 
of  the  Council  as  you  fhall  underftand 
may  have  any  kindnefs  for  us  ...  to 
give  his  majeftie  fattisfadlion  touching 
the  rights  &  extent  of  our  patent,  and 
our  actions  in  the  profecution  of  that 
our  right,  in  anfwer  to  the  pretenfions 
&  accufations  of  Mr  Gorges  &  Mr  Ma¬ 
fon  ...  if  yow  finde  a  fume  of  mony 
will  take  them  off  from  further  profecu¬ 
tion  of  their  pretenfions  .  .  .  yow  fhall 
engage  in  that  way  as  yor  difcretion 
Ihall  diredt  ...  To  all  other  clamours 
&  accufations  yow  fhall  anfwer,  you 
have  no  order  or  inltruction  ...  if 

yow 
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In  addition  to  their  written  inftrudtions  the  meffengers 
received  a  “  declaration  of  the  right  and  claim  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  to  the  lands 
now  in  their  poffeffion,”  and  a  petition  to  the  King.  The 
declaration,  confiding  of  feveral  pages,  gave  a  detailed  ac¬ 
count  of  the  firft  charter  and  its  confirmation  by  the  King 
made  publicly,  and  not  obtained  fraudulently,  as  reprefented 
by  Tome  of  their  opponents.  It  Hated  that  the  early  grants 
to  Captain  Mafon  were  illegal,  not  having  been  fubfcribed 
by  a  fufficient  number  of  grantors,  and  that  his  later  grants 
were  in  point  of  time  fubfequent  to  that  of  Maffachufetts; 
that  their  northerly  line  was  by  the  exprefs  terms  of  the 
charter  three  miles  north  of  the  mold  northerly  part  of  the 
river  Merrimac,  that  upon  furveying  the  courfe  of  the  river, 
which  had  been  neceffarily  deferred  in  the  infancy  of  the 
fettlement,  it  had  been  found  that  Lake  “  Winipofikek  ” 
contained  the  head  waters  of  the  river,  confequently  a  line 
drawn  diredtly  eaft  from  the  lake  included  a  portion  of  New 
Hampfhire  and  a  portion  of  Maine.  Befides  “  their  indubi¬ 
table  right  by  patent,”  the  inhabitants  of  New  Hampfhire 
and  Maine  had  earneftly  begged  the  Maffachufetts  authori¬ 
ties  to  take  them  under  their  protedlion  and  authority, 
which  they  had  done,  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  way,  “  and 
wee  challenge  Mr  Gorges  and  Mr  Mafon  by  any  living  evi¬ 
dence  or  record  to  fhew  any  figne  of  a  forcible  entrance. 
That  the  exercife  of  jurifdidlion  in  thofe  eafterne  parts  hath 
binn  and  is  in  his  Majt,es  honor,  the  peoples  great  bennefit, 

and 


yow  fhall  perceive  judgment  like  to  pro-  maj^  favour  for  time  for  a  further  an- 
ceed  againft  us,  yow  may  then  crave  his  fwer  from  hence.” 
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and  our  charge  wthout  proffit,  which  had  it  not  binn,  the 
ruine  of  thofe  parts  would  have  unavoydeably  enfued  in  the 
want  of  all  government,  and  their  feazure  by  the  French, 
who  ever  wayted  a  fit  oppertunity  for  the  fame.”  135 

A  fhort  time  before  the  meffengers  failed  for  England  136 
Randolph  fubmitted  a  full  report,  dated  12  October,  1676, 
to  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations,137  anfwering 
the  feveral  heads  of  inquiry,  given  in  his  inftrudions,  con¬ 
cerning  the  condition  of  New  England.  In  this  report, 
which  he  defcribes  as  imperfedt,  being  bafed  upon  his  ob- 
fervations  during  a  vifit  of  only  a  month,  and  upon  hearfay, 
he  fpeaks  firfl  of  Maflachufetts,  “  the  moft  flourifhing  and 
powerful  of  all  the  colonies,  giving  lawes  to  a  great  part  of 
the  country  by  a  pretended  charter,”  its  form  of  government, 
its  law  conferring  the  right  of  fuffrage  only  on  church 
members,  its  law  inflidting  the  penalty  of  death  on  any  one 
attempting  to  fubvert  the  Commonwealth,  the  coining  of 
money,  as  a  mark  of  fovereignty,  the  pieces  being  ftamped 
with  the  date  1652,  “  that  year  being  the  era  of  the  common¬ 
wealth,  wherein  they  eredted  themfelves  into  a  free  ftate, 
enlarged  their  dominions,  and  fubjedted  the  adjacent  colo¬ 
nies  under  their  obedience.”  As  for  their  laws,  thofe  only 

are 


135  M ajfachujetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  to8,  6  September,  1676,  for  the  dec¬ 
laration;  and  ibid.,  p.  106,  for  the  peti¬ 
tion,  which  was  read  before  the  Privy 
Council  on  13  December,  1676;  fee 
alfo  S.  P-,  Colonial,  Bundle  52.  The 
original  draft  of  the  Petition  is  found 
in  Majfachujetts  Archives ,  Vol.  III. 
p.  320,  under  date  of  September  11. 

186  They  failed  from  Bolton  on  Ofto- 

VOL.  I.  —  9 


ber3oth,  fee  Memorial  Hijlory  of  BoJ- 
ton ,  Vol.  I.  p.  365,  and  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land  20  December,  fee  M ajfachujetts 
Archives,  Vol.  CXXVII.  pp.  218-220, 
Randolph’s  narrative. 

187  Hutchinjon' s  Collection  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  210.  Ran¬ 
dolph’s  Report  to  the  Committee  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  12  October, 
1 676,  pojl. 
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are  obferved  which  “  fland  with  their  convenience,”  and  are 
made  by  themfelves ;  thofe  moft  derogatory  to  the  ftatutes 
of  England  are  the  laws  allowing  K  all  perfons  of  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  being  excommunicated  or  condemned,  to  make 
wills  and  difpofe  of  lands  and  eflates  ” ;  the  trial  by  the 
word  of  God  in  capital  cafes  where  there  is  no  colonial  law ; 
the  ordaining  of  minifters  by  the  people,  and  no  injunction 
being  put  “  upon  any  church  officer  or  member  in  point  of 
doctrine,  worfhip  or  difcipline  befides  the  inffitution  of  the 
Lord  ” ;  the  infliction  of  the  penalty  of  five  fhillings  upon 
thofe  celebrating  Chriftmas,  and  the  fame  penalty  for  non- 
attendance  at  their  meeting  houfes  on  the  appointed  days, 
and  that  “  no  days  commanded  by  the  lawes  of  England  to 
be  obferved  or  regarded  ” ;  no  one  to  be  compelled  to  ferve 
in  any  wars  except  thofe  undertaken  by  the  Commonwealth  ; 
none  but  magiftrates  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony ; 
all  fleeing  from  tyranny  to  be  protected,  “  by  which  law 
Whalley  and  Goffe  and  other  traytors  were  kindly  receaved 
and  entertained  the  poffeffion  of  land  for  five  years  giv¬ 
ing  an  abfolute  title ;  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy 
are  not  taken,  but  only  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  government  . 
of  the  colony,  by  ftrangers  as  well  as  inhabitants,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  every  week’s  delay ;  the  man¬ 
ner  of  taking  the  oath  not  being  according  to  the  Englifh 
cuftom,  but  “  by  holding  up  the  hand  and  by  laying  the 
hand  upon  the  booke.”  He  eflimates  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  Maffachufetts,  New  Hampfhire  and  Maine,  includ¬ 
ing  two  hundred  flaves,  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand, 
of  which  only  one-fixth  are  church  members  and  freemen, 
the  remaining  five-fixths  belonging  to  “  what  is  called  the 

diffenting 
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diffenting  party.  The  moft  wealthy  perfons  of  all  profef- 
fions  are  men  of  good  principles  and  well  affedted  to  his 
Majeftie  ” ;  the  merchants,  farmers,  and  mechanics  very  prof- 
perous  and  living  in  comfort ;  although  there  is  no  ftanding 
army,  the  trained  bands  number  about  fix  thoufand  foot 
foldiers  and  twelve  hundred  horfemen,  the  infantry  “  having 
been  hardened  by  the  late  warrs  ”  ;  the  number  of  men  capa¬ 
ble  of  bearing  arms  is  between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand; 
the  only  old  foldier  is  Governor  Leverett,  who  was  a  cap¬ 
tain  of  horfe“  in  the  late  rebellion  under  the  ufurper  Oliver 
Cromwell.”  Bofton  is  defcribed  as  a  town  containing  about 
two  thoufand  houfes,"  “  moft  built  with  tymber  and  covered 
with  fhingles  of  cedar,  fome  few  brick  buildings  covered 
with  tyles,”  being  feated  on  a  peninfula,  “  might  with  a  fmall 
charge  be  made  very  ftrong.”  As  for  the  boundaries,  they 
are  juft  what  the  authorities  choofe  to  make  them,  “  never 
wanting  a  pretext  of  right  to  any  place  that  is  commodious 
for  them,”  as  was  done  in  the  cafe  of  New  Hampfhire  and 
Maine,  when  “  Mr.  Leverett,  the  prefent  governor,  Mr.  Ting 
and  Captain  Pike,  and  fome  others,  entred  thefe  provinces 
in  a  hoftile  manner,  with  horfe  and  foot,  and  fubverted  the 
government  there  fettled  by  the  commiffioners,  imprifoned 
feverall  perfons,  and  compelled  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to 
their  ufurpations.  And  thus  taking  all  opportunities  and 
advantages  to  improve  their  dominions  and  authority,  the 
jurifdidtion  of  the  Maffachufetts  is  fwelled  into  a  very  large 
territory.”  They  were  much  difcontented  that  Acadia,  after 
its  conqueft,  was  given  back  to  France,  and  although  they 
have  “  a  perfect  hatred  of  the  French,  becaufe  of  their  too  neer 
neighborhood,”  they  ftill  maintain  a  private  trade  with  them, 


in 
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in  fpite  of  the  prohibition  of  the  French  governor.  To 
their  neighbors  the  Dutch  they  “  were  more  kind  and 
friendly  (even  in  tyme  of  warre)  when  they  were  poffeffed 
of  New  York,  than  they  are  to  their  countrymen  the  Eng- 
lifh,”  becaufe  “  they  love  no  government  that  is  not  like 
their  own.”  In  the  prefent  war  againft  King  Philip,  for 
which  various  caufes  have  been  given,  but  which  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  people  affign  to  their  having  provoked  the  Lord  by 
wearing  long  hair,  by  their  profanity,  and  by  fuffering  the 
Quakers  to  live  amongft  them,  about  fix  hundred  men  and 
twelve  captains  have  fallen,  “  moft  of  them  brave  and  flout 
perfons,  and  of  loyal  principles,  whileft  the  church  members 
had  liberty  to  flay  at  home,  and  not  hazard  their  perfons  in 
the  wilderneffe.”  Befides  the  great  lofs  of  life,  the  damage 
inflidled  on  the  three  colonies  is  eflimated  at  ,£150,000,  1200 
houfes  having  been  burned,  8,000  cattle  deflroyed,  and  large 
quantities  of  grain,  but  “  the  MafTachufetts  colony  hath  not 
been  damnified  one  third  part,  the  great  Ioffe  falling  upon 
New  Plymouth  and  Connedlicut.” 

He  then  fpeaks  of  the  productions  of  the  country,  efpe- 
cially  of  “  all  things  neceffary  for  fhipping  and  naval  furniture 
being  in  great  abundance  ” ;  their  fhipbuilding,  good  fhips 
being  built  for  four  pounds  the  ton ;  their  trading  diredtly 
with  foreign  countries,  even  to  the  Hanfe  towns,  Guinea,  and 
Madagafcar,  in  dire£t  violation  of  the  a6t  of  navigation,  “  fo 
that  there  is  little  left  for  the  merchants  refiding  in  England 
to  import  into  any  of  the  plantations,  thofe  of  New  England 
being  able  to  afford  their  goods  much  cheaper  then  fuch  who 
pay  cuftomes  and  are  laden  in  England.  By  which  meanes 
this  kingdome  hath  loft  the  beft  part  of  the  weflern  trade. 

Befides 
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Befides  it  is  the  great  care  of  the  merchants  to  keep  their 
fhips  in  conftant  imploy,  which  makes  them  trye  all  ports  to 
force  a  trade,  whereby  they  abound  with  all  forts  of  com¬ 
modities,  and  Bofton  may  be  efteemed  the  mart  town  of 
the  Weft-Indies.”  Their  tranfgrellion  of  the  laws  of  trade  is 
fo  open  that  “  all  nations  have  free  liberty  to  come  into  their 
ports  and  vend  their  commodities,  without  any  reftraint,  and 
in  this  as  well  as  in  other  things,  that  government  would  make 
the  world  believe  they  are  a  free  ftate.”  After  defcribing  the 
fources  of  income,  he  fays  “  the  publick  revenue  of  the  colony 
is  computed  to  be  upwards  of  20000/., 138  and  is  difpofed  of 
as  the  governor  and  magiftrates  think  fit,  without  giving  any 
account  to  the  country,  by  which  meanes  whofoever  comes 
into  the  magiftracy  hath  an  opportunity  of  growing  rich  and 
advancing  his  relations.”  He  then  repeats  what  he  had  al¬ 
ready  faid  in  his  Narrative  that  “  the  inhabitants  are  generally 
well  affedted  to  his  Majeftie  and  his  government,  as  well  the 
merchants  and  farmers  as  the  meaner  traders  and  artificers, 
who  groan  under  the  yoake  of  the  prefent  government,  and 
are  in  dayle  hopes  and  expectations  of  a  change  by  his  Ma- 
jefties  reaffirming  the  authority  and  fettling  a  general  gov¬ 
ernment  over  the  whole  country,  without  which  it  is  feared 
civill  warrs  will  in  a  fhort  time  breake  out  between  the  colo¬ 
nies,  the  government  of  the  Maffachufetts  dayly  impofing  and 

incroaching 

188  Hutchinfon,  in  a  note  in  his  Col-  the  Indian  war,  when  it  was  fomewhat 
lettion  of  Papers,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  increafed,  and  a  debt  accumulated,  as 
p.  234,  fays  that  the  ftatement  in  regard  alfo  his  alTertion  that  the  magiftrates 
to  the  annual  income  is  incorredt,  “Ran-  had  ftolen  from  the  treafury,  which 
dolph  having  put  one  cypher  more  than  Hutchinfon  calls  “an  injurious  infin- 
he  ftiould  have  done,”  the  revenue  uation.” 
being  generally  ,£2,000  a  year  until 
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incroaching  upon  their  neighbours,  and  therefore  the  loyal 
colonies  of  New  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  New  Hampfhire 
and  Main,  feeing  thefe  inconveniences  dayly  increafmg  by 
a  divided  government,  are  very  defirous  of  fubmitting  to 
a  general  government  to  be  eftablifhed  by  his  Majeftie,139  but 
the  major  part  of  the  magiftrates  are  of  different  principles, 
having  been  in  the  government  from  the  time  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  commonwealth.  Thefe  direct  and  manage 
all  affaires  as  they  pleafe,  of  which  number  are  Mr.  Leverett, 
governor,  Mr.  Symons,  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Danforth,  Mr. 
Ting,  Major  Clarke  and  Major  Hathorn,  ftill  continued  a 
magiftrate,  tho’  commanded  by  his  Majeftie  upon  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  come  into  England,  yet  refufed,  being  incour- 
aged  in  his  difobedience  by  a  vote  of  the  court,  not  to  appear 
upon  fome  reafons  belt  known  to  themfelves.  Thefe,  with 
fome  few  others  of  the  fame  faction,  keep  the  country  in  fub- 
jection  and  flavery,  backed  with  the  authority  of  a  pretended 
charter.  Thefe  magiftrates  have  continually  difobeyed  his 
majefties  command,  referving  to  themfelves  a  power  to  alter, 
evade,  and  difannull  any  law  or  command  not  agreeing  with 
their  humour,  or  the  abfolute  authority  of  their  government, 
acknowledging  no  fuperiour  or  admitting  any  appeal  to  his 
Majeftie,  whofe  armes  are  not  fet  up  in  any  of  their  courts, 
meetings  or  publick  affemblies.  The  clergy  are  for  the  molt 
part  very  civill  and  inclining  to  his  Majefties  government,  be¬ 
ing  held  in  fubjedtion  by  the  ruling  elders,  who  govern  all 
affairs  of  the  church.140  The  ecclefiafticall  government  is  in 

the 

139  Hutchinfon  fays  that  “not  one  in  140  In  his  Narrative ,  Randolph 
a  hundred  ”  defired  the  change.  See  fpeaks  of  the  clergy  as  oppofed  to  the 
his  Collection  of  Papers ,  Prince  Society,  royal  government,  as  he  does  alfo  in 
Vol.  II.  p.  236.  fubfequent  letters. 
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the  hands  of  lay  members  and  every  church  hath  liberty  of 
admiffion,  recommendation,  difmiffion  and  expulfion  of  their 
officers  and  members,  with  power  to  cenfure,  but  no  church 
cenfure  fhall  degrade  or  depofe  any  man  from  any  civill 
dignity,  office,  or  authority  he  fhall  have  in  the  common¬ 
wealth.”141  In  connexion  with  the  miniffry  he  defcribes 
Harvard  College,  faying,  “  there  are  three  colleges  built  in 
Cambridge,  one  with  timber  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Harvard, 
and  bears  his  name  ;  a  fmall  brick  building  called  the  Indian 
Colledge,  where  fome  few  Indians  did  ffudy,  but  now  it  is  a 
printing  houfe  ;  new  colledge,  built  at  the  publick  charge,  is  a 
fair  pile  of  brick  building  covered  with  tiles,  by  reafon  of  the 
late  Indian  warre  not  yet  finifhed.  It  contains  20  chambers 
for  ftudents,  two  in  a  chamber ;  a  large  hall  which  ferves  for 
a  chappel ;  over  that  a  convenient  library,  with  fome  few 
bookes  of  the  ancient  fathers  and  fchool  divines,  but  in  re¬ 
gard  divinity  is  the  generall  ftudy,  there  are  many  Englifh 
bookes  of  the  late  non-conformifls  writers,  efpecially  Mr. 
Baxter  and  Dr.  Owen.  Here  they  teach  Hebrew  before 

they 


141  The  power  of  the  clergy  was 
limited  and  made  fubordinate  to  the 
civil  authority,  although  their  influence 
was  great  and  their  advice  often  fought. 
They  had  no  political  or  judicial  privi¬ 
leges  as  had  the  higher  dignitaries  of 
the  Anglican  church.  The  attempt 
made  by  the  Maffachufetts  clergy  in 
1640  to  increafe  their  power  was  not 
fuccefsful.  Hijlory  of  New  England, 
by  J.  Winthrop  (Savage),  1853,  Vol.  II. 
p.  19.  “  Mo.  8.  The  elders  had  moved 
at  a  general  court  before  that  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  two  jurifdi6tions  might 
be  fet  down,  that  the  churches  might 
know  their  power,  and  the  civil  magif- 


trate  his.  The  fame  had  been  moved 
by  the  magiftrates  formerly,  and  now  at 
this  court  they  prefented  a  writing  to 
that  effe6t,  to  be  confidered  by  the 
court,  wherein  they  declared  that  the 
civil  magiftrate  fhould  not  proceed 
againfl:  a  church  member  before  the 
church  had  dealt  with  him,  and  fome 
other  reftraints,  which  the  court  did 
not  allow  of.”  Savage,  in  a  note,  fays 
“  nothing  could  have  been  propofed 
more  effeftual  than  the  meafure  advifed 
by  fome  of  the  elders,  to  enlarge  the 
clerical  power,  which  was  already  too 
great.” 
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they  well  underftand  Latin.  No  formalities  or  diftinctions  of 
habits  or  other  decencies  as  in  England.  They  take  no 
degrees  above  matter  of  arts.  Their  commencement,  kept 
yearly  the  2d  of  Auguft,  in  the  meeting  houfe,  where  the 
governor  and  magiftrates  are  prefent,  attended  with  throngs 
of  illiterate  elders  and  church  members,  who  are  entertained 
with  Englifh  fpeeches  and  verfes.  At  prefent  no  fettled 
prefident,  but  one  Mr.  Oakes,  a  rigid  independent  fupplies 
the  place.  The  allowance  of  the  prefident  is  100/.  per  ann. 
and  a  good  houfe.  There  are  but  4  fellowfhips,  the  two 
feniors  have  each  30 1.  per  ann.  and  the  two  juniors  15/., 
but  no  diet  is  allowed.  There  are  tutors  to  all  fuch  as  are 
admitted  ftudents.  Mr.  Thomas  Graves,  an  ingenious  and 
worthy  perfon,  was  put  by  his  fellowfhip,  by  the  late  Dr. 
Hoar,  becaufe  he  would  not  renounce  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  government  of  thefe  colledges  is  in  the  governor 
and  magiftrates  of  the  Maflachufets  and  the  prefident  of  the 
colledge,  together  with  the  teaching  elders  of  the  fix  adjacent 
towns.”  Of  the  colonies  of  New  Plymouth  and  Connecticut 
he  fpeaks  very  briefly  and  very  favorably,  faying,  “  that  the 
lawes  of  England  are  there  obferved  with  fuch  of  their  own 
as  are  not  contradictory  thereunto.  The  oath  of  allegiance 
is  taken  by  every  magiftrate  and  officer,  whether  civill  or 
military,  and  by  all  freemen.  All  commiftions,  proclama¬ 
tions,  writs  and  fummons  are  in  his  Majefties  name  ” ;  he 
eftimates  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  80,000  with  no  flaves, 
the  militia  confifting  of  “  4  troops  of  horfe  and  5  regiments 
of  foot,  well  armed  and  difciplined  ” ;  the  country  fertile  and 
producing  the  bed:  horfes  in  New  England ;  the  act  of  naviga¬ 
tion  ftrictly  obferved,  no  ftrangers  being  admitted  to  their 

ports. 
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ports.  The  inhabitants  “  are  generally  very  loyall  and  good 
people,  and  doe  upon  all  occafions  expreffe  great  love  to  the 
perfon  and  government  of  his  Majedie,  and  doe  heartily  wifh 
that  his  Majedies  authority  were  edablifhed  over  the  whole 
country.  The  prefent  governor  of  New  Plymouth  is  Jofiah 
Window,  Efq :  a  perfon  eminently  popular  and  beloved  in 
all  the  colonies  of  N.  E.  The  governor  of  Conedlicot  is  Wm 
Leet,  Efq :  a  very  worthy  perfon,  as  are  mod  of  the  magif- 
trates  of  that  colony.” 

The  very  favorable  difpodtion  towards  the  Crown,  Ran¬ 
dolph  reports  of  the  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Connedlicut, 
New  Hampfhire,  and  Maine  feems  to  have  been  intended 
to  make  dronger  the  contrail  with  that  of  Maffachufetts. 
This  had  already  been  done  in  the  report  of  the  royal  com- 
miffioners  ten  years  before.  From  reading  thefe  reports, 
the  conclufion  would  naturally  be  drawn  that  the  magif- 
trates  of  Maffachufetts  alone,  backed  by  a  fmall  faction,  were 
hoftile  to  the  King  and  oppofed  to  the  eflablilhment  of  a 
general  government  dependent  upon  royal  authority,  which 
was  demanded  by  the  other  colonies,  and  that  colony  being 
the  only  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions  where  the  Puritan 
element  was  dill  dominant,  its  feeling  of  independence 
ought  to  be  fuppreffed. 

The  miflion  of  Randolph  had  revived  the  fear  that  a 
Governor  General  would  be  fent  from  England,  although  it 
was  hoped  that  the  defign  might  be  prevented  by  the  drong 
oppofition  it  would  encounter  in  the  colony,142  and  efpecially 
by  the  determined  attitude  of  Governor  Leverett.  Before 

142  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society  p.  573.  Letter  of  Samuel  Nowell  to 
Collettions ,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  Jonathan  Bull  at  Hartford,  25  Sept., 
vol.  1. —  10.  ’76. 
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Before  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  Bulkley  failed  from  Bof- 
ton,  two  letters  were  prepared  by  the  General  Court,  dated 
12th  of  October,  —  one  for  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  the  other 
for  Mr.  Henry  Coventry,  to  be  carried  by  the  meffengers,  in 
which,  after  repeating  much  that  had  already  been  written 
in  regard  to  the  claims  of  Gorges  and  Mafon,  the  bearers 
were  recommended  to  the  favor  of  the  Secretaries  of  State.143 
Upon  reaching  London  they  found  the  current  of  feeling 
running  very  ftrongly  againft  them.  Randolph  having  feen 
the  reply  of  the  colony  to  the  King’s  letter,  in  which  the 
magiftrates  excufe  themfelves  for  not  convening  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  on  account  of  the  Indian  war  and  an  epidemic 
then  prevailing,  and  ftating  that  a  General  Court  could 
alone,  according  to  their  patent,  give  an  anfwer  on  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  fubjedt,  denied  the  ftatements,  calling  them  in  his 
communication  to  the  King,  dated  November  17th,  “fhame- 
full  pretences  and  notorious  falfehoods.  As  for  the  Indian 
warr,  it  was  ended  and  a  peace  concluded,  and  the  Articles 

publifhed, 


’76.  “As  for  ourfelves  in  New  Engld, 
we  are  fearing  a  Generali  Governour. 
How  God  will  deale  with  us  in  our 
prfent  bufinefle  is  uncertaine.  I  fup- 
pofe  you  will  judge  it  convenient  to  re¬ 
move,  if  any  fuch  thing  fhould  happen, 
as  that  a  Governour  fhould  be  fent ; 
although  if  this  man  live  who  is  Gov¬ 
ernour  at  Bofton  [John  Leverett]  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  country  will  oppofe,  but  if  his 
head  be  once  laid  I  do  queftion,  whether 
he  that  fhall  come  next  will  have  fpirit 
enough,  or  intereft  enough,  to  with- 
ftand  the  Authority  of  Old  Engld.” 

143  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
pp.  1 18,  1 19.  The  draft  of  the  letter  to 
Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon  is  in  Mafachu- 


fetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  215.  Mr. 
Coventry  became  Secretary  of  State, 
18  July,  1672  ;  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon, 
27  June,  1674;  Earl  of  Sunderland  fuc- 
ceeded  Williamfon,  9  February,  1678; 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  fucceeded  Coventry, 
14  April,  1680.  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon 
became  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society 
in  1678. 

Council  for  Foreign  Plantations  eftab- 
lifhed  1  December,  1660;  firft  meeting, 
7  January,  1661.  Council  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  1671.  Council  of  Trade 
united  to  that  of  Foreign  Plantations, 
13  October,  1672.  See  Diary  of  John 
Evelyn. 
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publifhed,  before  I  came  from  New  England,  moreover  that 
Government  of  Maffachufets  hath  not  fuffered  foe  much  by 
the  Indians  as  the  other  colonies  of  New  Plymouth  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  Neither  was  there  any  ficknefs  or  diftemper  ex¬ 
traordinary  among  them,  But  the  Country  was  generally  as 
healthy  as  it  had  been  known  for  any  time  before.  As  to 
their  conftitution  by  their  pretended  pattent,  the  exprefs 
words  are  thefe,  That  the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor 
with  any  fix  of  the  Affiftants  fhalbe  a  full  and  General  Court, 
for  the  ordering  and  difpatching  all  bufinefs.  And  when 
yor  Mats  Letters  were  read  there  were  feaven  of  the  Magif- 
trates  then  prefent  in  Council.  It  was  the  opinion  of  feveral 
of  the  mofl  eminent  Inhabitants  that  the  Government  of 
Bofton  would  not  fend  over  Agents  to  appear  before  yor 
Majtie  for  that  they  had  often  difobeyed  yor  Royall  Com¬ 
mands,  efpecially  of  the  io*  of  Aprill  1666  and  having 
hitherto  efcaped  unpunifhed,  they  would  flill  perfift  in  their 
difobedience,  in  hopes  that  fomething  might  intervene  to 
hinder  yor  Matie  from  looking  towards  them,  and  foe  would 
hold  the  Government  as  long  as  they  could.”  Thefe  facfts, 
he  faid,  “  I  will  juftifie  upon  oath  when  thereto  required.” 144 

The  petition  to  the  King  from  Maffachufetts  having  been 
read  in  Council  on  December  13th,  fhortly  after  the  arrival 
of  the  agents,  they  were  fummoned,  by  an  order  of  Council 
of  the  2 2d,  to  appear  before  the  King  on  the  12th  of  January, 
1676-7.  On  the  9th,  the  day  they  received  the  fummons, 
they  petitioned  the  King,  praying  that  they  might  be  fur- 

nilhed 

144  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  52  (104),  17  Nov.,  1676.  Randolph  to  the 
King;  report  of  EmbafTy, poji. 
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nifhed  with  copies  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  and  Mr.  Gorges’  grants, 
as  they  had  been  unable  to  find  them  in  any  of  the  offices 
where  they  fhould  have  been  enrolled.  This  requeft  was 
granted.145 

While 


145  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
52  (106),  9  Jan.  167 
[ Petition  of  Staughton  Bulkeley.\ 

“Praying  that  they  may  have  copyes 
of  Mr  Mafon  &  Mr  Gorges  grants. 

“  read  10  Jany  1676  &  granted. 

“  Entr  N  :  E:  p  :  191 
“  To  the  Kings  moft  Excell1  Maj‘7 
“  And  the  Lords  of  his  moftHonble  Privy 
Councell. 

“  The  Humble  Peticon  of  William 
Staughton  and  Peter  Bulkeley  agts 
for  Maflachufetts  collony 
“  Sheweth 

“  That  your  Petr?  are  entrufted  by  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts  Bay  in  your  Maj"  Colony  of 
New  England  to  make  theire  iuft  de¬ 
fence  to  the  Complaints  of  John  Mafon 
and  ffardinando  Gorges  Efqs  exhibited 
to  your  Majty  in  Councell. 

“  That  the  faid  Mafon  and  Gorges  doe 
by  theire  Petitions  lay  claime  to  Overall 
Tracts  of  Land  within  the  faid  Colony 
by  feverall  Grants  from  the  Councell  of 
New  England  eftabliffied  by  Letters 
Pattents  vnder  the  Greate  Seale  of 
England  by  your  Royall  Grandfather 
King  lames  beareingdate  the  Third  day 
of  N  ovember  in  the  Eighteenth  yeare 
of  his  Reigne  and  particularly  the  faid 
Mafon  by  one  Indenture  from  the  faid 
Councell  of  New  England  dated  the 
9th  day  of  March  1621  Another  of  the 
10th  of  Auguft  1622  And  another  of 
the  7th  of  November  1629  And  A  fourth 
of  the  22th  of  Aprill  1635  And  the  faid 
Gorges  by  like  Indentures  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft  1622  the  7th  of  November  1629 
the  22th  of  Aprill  1635  and  the  11th  of 
November  1629. 


“  That  your  Petrs  have  made  diligent 
fearch  for  the  faid  Indentures  as  well  in 
the  Chappell  of  your  Majie  Rolls  in 
Chancery  as  in  all  other  Offices  where 
your  Pet"  Councell  could  imagine  the 
fame  might  be  Enrolled  but  cannot  find 
the  fame. 

“Now  for  as  much  as  your  Petr.s 
being  this  day  fumon’d  by  Or¬ 
der  of  Councell  of  the  22tb  of 
December  laft  paft  to  A  Heare- 
ing  before  yor  Majty  the  Twelveth 
of  this  Monthe  cannot  fully  in- 
ftrudl  theire  Councell  for  A 
Heareing  before  your  Maty  with¬ 
out  Copies  of  the  faid  Grants 
And  for  that  they  conceive  it  all- 
together  vnbecomeing  the  Rev- 
erance  is  due  vnto  your  May 
from  them  to  putt  your  Maty  to 
the  trouble  of  A  double  Heareing 
which  they  fhall  be  neceffitated 
vnto  in  cafe  they  cannot  obteine 
Copies  of  the  faid  Grants  prece¬ 
dent  to  the  faid  Heareing 

“  Yor  Petrs  therefore  hum¬ 
bly  pray  the  faid  Mr 
Mafon  and  Gorges  may 
be  ordered  (at  your  Pet" 
Charge)  to  give  your 
PeVs  true  Copies  of  the 
faid  Grants  your  Pet" 
Jany  9‘.h  i6?f.  being  willing  to  doe  the 
fame  to  them  And  that 
your  Pet"  may  have  fuch 
convenient  time  to  confid- 
er  the  fame  And  fuch  fur¬ 
ther  day  for  the  Heareing 
thereof  as  to  your  Maty 
fhall  feeme  meete. 

“  And  your  Pet"  fhall  ever  Pray.  &c.” 
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While  the  claims  to  the  difputed  territory  were  being  dif- 
cufifed,  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  being  in¬ 
fluenced  evidently  by  the  ftatements  made  by  Mr.  Randolph 
regarding  the  non-obfervance  of  the  A<5t  of  Navigation, 
determined,  on  February  6th,  that  no  paffes  fhould  be  given 
to  veffels  for  New  England,  until  matters  were  fettled  more 
definitely.  This  was  the  firft  ftep  towards  compelling  obe¬ 
dience  from  the  refradtory  colony.146 

The  next  ftep  of  evil  augury  for  the  colony,  as  it  was  a 
prelude  to  an  attack  upon  the  charter,  was  made  by  Ran¬ 
dolph.  In  a  paper  which  he  called  “  Reprefentation  of  ye 
affaires  of  N.  England,”147  dated  6  May,  1677,  he  afferted 
that  the  Maffachufetts  colonifts  “have  noe  right  either  to 
Land  or  Government  in  any  part  of  New  England  and  have 

alwayes 


146  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  104,  p.  291,  6  Feb.  167$. 

[No  Paffes  for  New  England.] 

“At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations  In  the  Council  Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Tuefday  the  6*1’  of  Febry 
1676[7 ] 

“  Prefent 
Earl  of  Carbery 
Vifco*  Fauconberg 
Lord  Bifhop  of  London 
M'  Vice  Chamberlane 
M*  Sec^  Coventry 
Mr.Secr.ie  Williamfon 
Mt  Chancr  of  the  Dutchy. 
•  •  •  •  * 
“New  England  .  .  .  Their  Lop.s  will 
farther  Report  vnto  His  Ma?  that  al¬ 
though  New  England  bee  in  ye  number 
of  ye  Forreigne  Plantations,  yet  they 
have  forbore  to  frame  any  Rules  for 
Paffes  to  bee  granted  there,  in  as  much 
as  they  doe  not  yet  conform  themfelves 


to  the  Laws,  by  which  other  ye  Planta¬ 
tions  doe  trade,  but  take  a  liberty  of 
trading  to  all  manner  of  places  where 
they  think  fit;  Soe  that  vntil  his  Ma*'f 
come  to  a  better  Vnderftanding  touch¬ 
ing  what  degrees  of  dependence  that 
Goverment  will  acknowledge  to  His 
Ma^  or  that  His  Ma*‘e,s  Officers  may 
bee  there  received  and  fetled  to  admin- 
ifter  what  ye  Laws  require  in  refpedl  of 
Trade,  futable  to  ye.  practice  in  other 
Plantations,  their  Lops  have  not 
[thought]  fit  to  offer  any  Rules  for 
Paffes  in  that  place,  but  conceive  it  fit 
for  His  Ma^  fervice  that  fome  Speedy 
care  be  taken  to  come  to  a  fettle- 
ment  and  refolution  in  this  matter, 
which  is  of  foe  great  importance  vnto 
Trade.” 

147  Ibid.,  Bundle  52  (112),  6  May, 
1677,  Reprefentation  of  ye  affaires  of  N. 
England  by  Mr  Randolph,  pojl. 
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alwayes  been  Ufurpers.  They  have  formed  themfelves  into 
a  Commonwealth,  deneying  any  appeals  to  England  and  do 
not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance/’  The  term  commonwealth 
was  moft  diftafteful  to  the  Court  circle,  and  was  ufed  con- 
flantly  by  Randolph.  “  They  have  protedted  the  Late 
King’s  murtherers  diredtly  contrary  to  his  Majties  Royall 
Proclamation.  They  coine  money  with  their  owne  Imprefs. 
They  haue  put  his  Majties  Subjedls  to  death  for  opinions  in 
matters  of  Religion.  In  the  yeare  1665  they  did  violently 
oppofe  his  Majties  Commiffionrs  in  the  Settlement  of  New 
Hampfhire  and  in  1668  by  Armed  fforces  turned  out  his 
Majties  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  the  Province  of  Main.  They 
violate  all  the  Adts  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  by  which  they 
have  ingroffed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Weft  India  Trade, 
whereby  his  Majtie  is  damaged  in  his  Cuftoms  above 
100.000/  yearely  and  this  Kingdome  much  more.”  He 
then  goes  on  to  fay  that  the  country  could  eafily  be  placed 
under  the  royal  authority  by  ufing  the  forces  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  John  Berry,  then  in  Virginia,  efpecially  as  it  is 
“the  Earneft  defire  of  moft  and  beft  of  the  Inhabitants 
(wearied  out  with  the  Arbitrary  proceedings  of  thofe  in  the 
prefent  Government)  to  be  under  his  Majties  Government 
and  Laws.”  The  King  could  at  the  fame  time  offer  a  gen¬ 
eral  pardon  to  thofe  convidted  of  having  “adted  without 
and  in  contempt  of  his  Majties  Authority,  which  will  make 
the  moft  refradiory  to  comply  to  fave  their  Eftates.”  The 
King  could  alfo  iffue  a  “  declaration  of  confirming  unto  the 
Inhabitants  the  Lands  and  houfes  they  now  poffefs  upon 
payment  of  an  Eafie  Quit  rent  and  granting  Libertie  of 
Confcience  in  matter  of  Religion.”  The  threat  of  confifcat- 
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ing  eftates  that  had  been  acquired  by  hard  toil,  and  expof- 
ure  of  life  and  health,  and  which  had  been  maintained 
without  the  flighted;  military  or  pecuniary  aid  from  the 
Crown,  was  to  be  made  lefs  objectionable  by  offering  free¬ 
dom  of  confcience,  which  could,  however,  be  rendered  nuga¬ 
tory  at  any  time  by  an  A61  of  Parliament,  and  by  appoint¬ 
ing  as  royal  commiffioners  the  inhabitants  mod  eminent  for 
their  loyalty  and  wealth,  during  the  King’s  pleafure.  To 
induce  a  compliance  to  the  royal  commands  from  the  magif- 
trates,  who  were  confidered  to  be  hodile  to  the  King,  they 
were  to  be  offered  feats  in  the  Council  and  a  penfion  from 
the  public  revenue  of  the  colony,  “  with  Some  Title  of 
Honour  to  be  conferred  upon  the  mod:  deferving  of  them.” 
This,  Randolph  thinks,  “  will  caufe  a  generall  Submidion.” 
The  paper  was  referred  by  the  King  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  by  the  hands  of  Sec¬ 
retary  Williamfon.  On  the  7th  of  June,  the  Reprefentation 
was  read  before  the  Committee,  Mr.  Randolph  being  pref- 
ent  and  explaining  its  contents.  At  the  fame  time  were 
read  two  petitions  complaining  of  the  violation  of  the  adls 
of  trade  by  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  —  one  from  feveral 
merchants,  the  other  from  mercers  and  dlk  weavers,  which 
had  been  prefented  the  previous  year.  Their  datements 
were  condrmed  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  was  prefent  at 
the  meeting,  and  faid  that  when  he  was  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  a  New  England  veflel  attempted  to  land  on  the 
idand  a  cargo  of  brandy  brought  direCtly  from  France,  which 
he  prohibited.  The  veffel  thereupon  failed  for  New  Eng¬ 
land,  upon  which  he  notided  Captain  Wyborne,  then  off 
the  coad  of  Maffachufetts,  who  tried  to  feize  her,  but  was 

prevented 
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prevented  by  the  magiftrates.  The  Committee  “  finding 
this  Reprefentacon  to  bee  of  foe  great  concerne  to  his  Mali.e 
that  before  any  farther-  progrefs  bee  made  it  will  bee  requi- 
fite  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,  touching  the  matter  of  Law 
contained  therein  bee  had,  And  that  it  bee  then  referred  to 
their  [Privy  Council]  confideration,  with  the  evidences  Mr 
Randolph  fhall  bee  able  to  produce.” 148  The  next  day,  the 
Reprefentation  having  been  read  before  the  Privy  Council, 
the  King  being  prefent,  an  order  was  paffed  referring  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  with 
power  “to  take  the  Opinion  of  fuch  of  his  Ma‘?  Judges  as 
they  fhall  thinke  fit  concerning  fuch  Heads  of  the  faid 
Reprefentation  as  relate  to  Matter  of  Law,  And  it  was 
further  Ordered,  that  his  Mats  Learned  Councell  in  the  Law 
doe  attend  their  Lordfhips  about  this  Affayre.” 149 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  the  Committee,  four  days 
after,  referred  to  the  Judges  all  matters  of  law,  fuch  as  coin¬ 
ing  of  money,  putting  people  to  death  for  religious  opinions, 
pafiing  laws  contrary  to  the  charter,  and  referving  to  them- 
felves  matters  of  ftate,  fuch  as  the  violation  of  the  aCts  of 
trade  and  navigation,  the  protection  of  the  King’s  murderers, 
and  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  colonial  authorities  impofed 
upon  the  inhabitants.  The  Judges,  being  then  bufy  with 
the  claims  to  the  difputed  territory  of  New  Hampfhire  and 
Maine,  it  was  refolved  that  thofe  claims  fhould  be  firft  fet¬ 
tled  before  the  other  matters  fhould  be  taken  up.  The 

Committee 

148  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  1677.  Order  upon  Mr  Randolph’s  rep- 
Book  105,  p.  52.  Papers  read  before  refentation  to  his  M?}7,  pofl;  alfo  Muf- 
the  Committee,  7  June,  1677,  pofl.  fachufetts  Hijiorical  Society  Collec- 

149  Ibid.,  Bundle  52  (114),  8  June,  tions,  Fourth  Series,  Y ol.  II.  p.  287. 
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Committee  alfo  voted  that  notice  diould  be  fent  to  the  colon- 
ids  that  they  mud,  for  the  future,  conform  to  the  a6ts  of 
navigation,  and  that  the  “Lord  Treafurer  be  diredled  to 
appoint  fuch  Officers  of  the  Cudoms  at  Bodon,  and  other 
parts  of  New  England,  as  the  faid  A6ts  doe  prefcribe,”  and 
further,  that  notice  fhould  be  fent  to  the  agents,  Stoughton 
and  Bulkley,  that  “  beddes  the  Complaint  of  Mr  Mafon,  there 
are  matters  depending  which  will  require  their  longer 
day.”150  The  Committee  made  its  report  to  the  King  on 
the  fame  day.151 

About  a  month  later,  on  17  July,  the  Lords  Chief  Judices 
of  the  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas  made  their  report 
to  the  Committee,  “  touching  the  pretenffons  of  Mr  Mafon 
and  Mr  Gorges  againd  the  Government  of  Bodon,”  and  the 
Committee  ordered  that  “  Copies  bee  given  to  ye  refpedlive 
parties.” 152 

This 


150  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  105,  p.  60.  Concerning  mifde- 
meanours  of  the  Boftoners,  &c.  12 

June,  1 677)  P°Jl- 

161  Ibid.,  Bundle  52  (no).  Report 
of  ye  Comtee  concerning  Mr  Randolph’s 
reprefentation  of  ye  governm1  of  ye  Maf- 
fachufets,  12  June,  1677, /<?/?. 

162  Ibid.,  Entry  Book  105,  p.  8r, 
1 7  July,  1677. 

[Report  concerning  Mafon  &  Gorges.'] 

“At  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  In  the  Council-Chamber  at 
Whitehall  Tuefday  the  17*  of  July 
1677. 

“  Prefent 
Lord  Privy  Seale 
Duke  of  Ormond 
Earle  of  Craven 
Earle  of  Bath 


L?  B?  of  London 
M'  Vice  Chamberlane 
M'  Secr.ie  Coventry 
M?  Secrie  Williamfon 
Mi:  Chanel  of  ye  Excheqr 
1VP  Speaker 

The  Lords  Cheife  Juftices  attending. 
“New  England.  Report  of  the  Lords 

Cheife  Juftices. 

“  The  Report  of  the  Lords  Chiefe 
Juftices  of  the  Kings  Bench,  and  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  touching  the  pretenfions  of 
Mr  Mafon  and  Mr  Gorges  againft  the 
Goverment  of  Bofton,  purfuant  to  a 
Reference  of  the  Committee  of  ye  8th  of 
June  laft  is  read,  and  Copies  Ordered 
to  bee  given  to  ye  refpeCtive  parties,  to 
the  end  they  may  bee  acquainted  with 
the  contents  thereof ;  and  prepare  their 
objections  for  his  Ma«e  in  Council.” 


VOL.  1. 
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This  was  followed  by  an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  July 
20th,  an  unufually  large  number  of  members  being  prefent,  in 
which  the  opinions  of  the  Lords  Chief  Juftices  of  the  King’s 
Bench  and  of  the  Common  Pleas,  Rainsford  and  North, 
were  given  in  full,  declaring  that  the  Company  of  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay  was  by  its  royal  charter  a  “  Corporation  upon 
ye  place,”  poffeffing  the  right  of  government,  but  its  north¬ 
ern  boundary  following  the  courfe  of  the  Merrimack  and 
three  miles  beyond  did  not  include  New  Hampfhire  or 
Maine,  that  the  government  over  Maine  by  the  King’s 
grant  belonged  to  Mr.  Gorges,  as  heir  of  Sir  Ferdinando, 
that  Mr.  Mafon  had  no  right  of  jurifdidtion  over  New 
Hampfhire,  his  grandfather  having  had  only  a  grant  from 
the  Council  for  New  England,  which  could  not  convey 
powers  of  government,  and  that  all  titles  to  land  muff;  be 
tried  by  the  local  courts.  The  King  approving  of  the  decif- 
ion,  it  was  further  ordered  “  that  all  partyes  doe  acquiefce 
therein  &  Contribute  what  lyes  in  them  to  ye  punctual  & 
due  performance  of  ye  fd  Report  as  ther  fhalbe  ocafion.” 153 

While 


153  The  full  text  of  the  Order  in 
Council  is  to  be  found  in  the  Bolton 
Athenaeum  in  manulcript  prefixed  to  a 
copy  of  the  General  Laws  of  Maflachu- 
fetts,  1672,  which  belonged  to  Elilha 
Hutchinfon,  the  grandfather  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Hutchinfon,  fince  printed  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collections , 
Third  Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  238.  There 
were  prefent  “  att  the  Court  at  White¬ 
hall  ye  20th  July  1677,  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Privy  Seale, 
Duke  of  Ormond,  Marqs  of  Worcefter, 
Lord  Chamberlyne,  Earle  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Earle  of  Peterborow,  Earle  of  Sun¬ 
derland,  Earle  of  Bathe,  Earle  of  Craven, 


Ld  Bf?  London,  Ld  Maynard,  Ld  Ber¬ 
keley,  mr  Vice  Chancellor, mr  Secr  Cov¬ 
entry,  mr  Secr  Williamfon,  m  Chan- 
celr  of  Exchqr,  mr  of  ye  Ordinance,  mr 
Speaker.  ...  Wee  did  on  ye  5  April  laft 
together  wth  ye  fd  Lords  cheif  Jultices 
meet  in  obedience  to  yr  Mats  Comands 
and  haveing  herd  boath  partys  by  their 
Councell  lerned  in  ye  Lawe  Wee  did 
recomend  unto  their  Lordlhips  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  State  of  ye  Claims  made  by 
boath  partys  &  to  returne  their  opin¬ 
ions  upon  ye  whole  matter  .  .  .  ye  Re- 
fpondents  [Maffachufetts]  did  difclaime 
title  to  ye  Lands  claimed  by  ye  peti¬ 
tioners  ...  we  thought  not  fitt  to  ex¬ 
amine 
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While  Maffachufetts  was  thus  lofing  New  Hampfhire  and 
Maine,  the  magiftrates,  ignorant  of  their  lofs,  fent  a  protefl 
dated  22  June,  1677,  to  Edmund  Andros,  Governor  of  New 
York,  againft  his  claims  to  Pemaquid  for  the  Duke  of  York, 
afterwards  James  the  Second,  Hating  that  the  territory  was 
within  their  limits.154  There  had  already  been  a  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  colony  and  Andros.  The  magif¬ 
trates  had  declined  the  previous  year  the  offer  of  the 
Governor  to  ufe  a  floop  fent  by  him  to  tranfport  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  threatened  eaftern  provinces  to  a  place  of 
fafety,  faying  that  “  the  tendency  thereof  being  apparently 
for  the  damage  of  his  mat!es  interefl  in  thofe  parts,  and  quit¬ 
ting  the  fame  to  be  a  prey,  not  only  to  the  Indians,  but  alfo 
to  the  French,  who  are  faid  by  themfelves  to  be  their  abet¬ 
tors  in  the  depopulation  there  made,  but  doe  judge  it  farr 
more  conducible  to  his  maties  interefl  that  with  one  Shoul¬ 
der 


amine  any  claims  to  ye  fd  Lands  it 
being  in  o'  opinion  improper  to  Judge 
of  any  title  of  Lands  wthout  hearing  ye 
tertenents,  wee  efteme  it  molt  proper 
to  diredt  ye  partys  to  have  recourfe  to 
Courts  of  Juftice  upon  ye  place  .  .  ye 
petinrs  haveing  waived  ye  prtence  of  a 
grant  of  governmt  from  ye  Councell  of 
Plimouth  .  .  .  the  queltion  was  reduced 
to  ye  Province  of  Maine  .  .  .  which  lyes 
more  Northerly  then  three  Englifh. 
miles  from  ye  River  Merrimack  ye  Pat- 
tent  15  Car.  1?  toye  peticor  Gorges  will 
be  valid  and  fuch  Right  of  government 
as  is  granted  .  .  .  the  pattent  4  Car. 
ist.made  the  adventurers  [Maffachufetts] 
a  Corporation  upon  ye  place  .  .  .  ye 
grant  of  ye  governmt  4  Car.  Ist  extends 
no  further  then  ye  boundaries  expreffed 
in  ye  pattent  &  thofe  boundaries  cannot 
be  conftrued  to  extend  farther  north¬ 


ward  along  ye  River  Merrimack  then 
three  Englifh  miles  . . .  Rich  Rainsford. 

ffra.  North.” 

The  order  in  Council  was  figned  by 
John  Nicholas. 

164  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 
p.  329.  Letter  to  Edmund  Andros  rel¬ 
ative  to  his  claim  for  Pemaquid  as  the 
Duke  of  York’s.  “  It  pleafeth  Almighty 
God  to  lengthen  out  our  troubles  with 
the  Barbarous  natives,  who  are  daily 
making  incuriions  upon  or  Eaftern 
Places.  ...  Wee  have  been  lately  in¬ 
formed  of  fome  motions  of  your  owne 
towads  thofe  pts  .  .  .  wee  have  confi¬ 
dence  you  will  not  do  anything  y'  fhall 
in  the  leaft  infringe  his  maties  intereft 
according  to  the  limitts  of  his  letters 
Patent  to  this  Colony  &  yl  there  may 
be  a  right  underftanding  kept  &  mutuall 
amity  maintayned  between  us.” 
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der  all  his  majt!es  fubjedts  in  thefe  plantations  doe  joyne  in 
driving  the  ennemy  thence,  and  for  that  end  that  all  meete 
endeavors  be  ufed  to  engage  the  Mohaukes,  or  other  In¬ 
dians,  freinds  to  the  Englifh,  for  their  help  &  affiftance 
therein.” 155  Andros  was  fuccefsful  in  effecting  a  temporary 
treaty  or  truce  with  the  Indians,  for  which  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  General  Court.156 

It  being  known  what  the  opinion  was  of  the  Lords  Chief 
Juftices  before  the  Order  in  Council  of  July  20th,  Randolph 
was  called  to  the  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall  on  the 
19th,  and  ftated  before  the  Committee  that  the  “Government 
of  New  England  had  fetled  Cuftom  houfes  without  any 
authority  from  his  Mat!e.”  Upon  his  withdrawal,  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  agents  were  called  in,  and  queflions  put  to  them 
in  regard  to  the  “  Reprefentation  ”  made  by  Randolph. 
Stoughton  and  Bulkley  faid  they  were  only  empowered  to 
reply  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges,  and 
that  any  anfwers  they  might  make  to  what  was  charged 
againfl  the  colony  by  Randolph  mull  be  confidered  fimply 
as  the  utterances  of  individuals,  and  not  of  authorized  agents. 
They  denied  that  any  violence  had  been  ufed  againft  the 
royal  commiffioners  in  1665,  or  that  force  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  taking  poffeffion  of  Maine.  As  for  Goffe  and 
Whaley,  the  King’s  judges,  the  authorities  had  iflfued  warrants 
for  their  arreft  as  foon  as  the  royal  proclamation  had  been 

received, 

155  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  Court  to  Governor  Andros  of  New 

p.  123.  Anfwer  of  General  Court  to  York,  thanking  him  for  his  kindnefs  in 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  12  Odlober  effedling  a  treaty  with  the  Maquas  and 
1676.  the  country  at  the  Eaftward,  28  May, 

156  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  1677.  Hoftilities  were  foon  renewed. 
LXIX.  p.  126.  Letter  from  the  General  See  ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.  330,  July,  1677. 
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received,  but  that  they  had  efcaped  to  other  colonies.  Being 
afked  if  “  the  People  endeavored  to  forme  themfelves  into  a 
Common-wealth,”  they  anfwered  “  they  acknowledge  His 
Matie  to  bee  their  foverreigne,  they  never  proclaimed  or 
acknowledged  the  late  Vfurping  Powers,  but  always  con¬ 
formed  themfelves  to  the  Rules  of  His  Maties  Charter;  they 
are  willing  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy, 
as  is  prefcribed  by  their  Charter.”  They  acknowledged  that 
the  colony  had  begun  to  coin  money  in  165 2, 157  for  the  fup- 
port  of  trade,  and  had  continued  to  do  fo  ever  fince,  as  no 
exception  had  ever  been  taken  to  the  exercife  of  the  right. 
They  “doe  therefore  fubmit  this  matter  to  his  Matie  and  beg 
pardon  if  they  have  offended.  As  to  putting  any  Perfons 
to  Death  for  matters  of  Religion  only,  they  deny  it,  and  fay 
indeed,  That  there  being  a  Law  that  noe  Quakers,  being 
ftrangers,  fhould  come  into  their  Government,  fome  did 
tranfgrefs  it  (notwithflanding  banifhment)  and  were  there¬ 
fore  executed.  And  there  are  many  Quakers  now  living 
amongft  them.  As  to  the  violation  of  the  ACfs  of  Trade, 
there  are  perhaps  fome  private  perfons,  who  trade  indirectly, 
by  reafon  they  have  not  underftood  thofe  ACts,  and  that  the 
Governor  is  obliged  to  take  bonds  to  hinder  and  will  fubmit 
to  His  Maties  Orders  herein.  The  law  againft  keeping  of 
Chriftmas  was  made  during  the  late  troubles  and  is  not  put 
in  execution.”  158  After  a  delay  of  a  week  the  Committee, 

having 

1517  Publications  of  the  Colonial  Soci-  That  power  was  not  formally  revoked 
ety  of  Majfachufetts ,  Tranfa6tions,  in  the  royal  charter  to  Maffachufetts. 
1892-1894,  Vol.  I.  p.  216,  “The  right  158  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
to  coin  under  the  Colonial  Charters,”  Book  105,  page  89.  Randolph  Hates 
by  the  editor.  The  charter  of  Virginia  that  the  Government  of  N.  Engd  has 
of  1606,  eftablifhing  the  fouthern  and  fettled  Cuftom  Houfes  without  author- 
northern  colonies,  gave  the  right  to  coin,  ity,  &c.,  19  July,  1677,  P°ft- 
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having  decided  upon  the  “  neceffity  of  bringing  thofe  People 
under  a  more  palpable  declaration  of  their  obedience  to  His 
Majtie  and  dependence  on  His  Crowne,”  fummoned  Stough¬ 
ton  and  Bulkley  before  them  on  July  27th,  and  told  them 
that  they  mull  “  confine  themfelves  to  fuch  bounds  and 
limits  as  had  been  lately  reported  by  the  Judges”;  they 
muft  retradt  the  hafty  declaration  made  by  them  through 
their  counfel  that  Maffachufetts  would  abandon  the  de¬ 
fence  of  Maine  if  the  government  of  that  province  was 
not  allowed  them ;  they  “  muft  Sollicit  His  Maties  Pardon  ” 
for  having  prefumed  to  coin  money,  which  is  an  a6t  of  fove- 
reignty,  but  that  His  Majefty  might  “  grant  them  a  charter 
containing  fuch  a  Power  upon  due  application  ”  ;  the  Adt  of 
Navigation  muft  be  “  religioufly  obferved  ”  ;  they  muft  amend 
all  laws  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England,  and  that  “  His 
Majtie  did  not  think  of  treating  with  His  own  Subjedts  as 
with  Forreigners.”  The  agents  expreffed  their  regret  for 
their  hafty  expreffion  in  regard  to  Maine,  and  faid  that 
Maffachufetts  would  defend  the  province  in  cafe  of  danger, 
and  alfo  regretted  they  had  not  fufficient  power  to  “  con¬ 
clude  any  thing  in  points  before  mentioned.”  The  Com¬ 
mittee  then  told  them  that  “  His  Matie  will  not  deftroy  their 
charter,”  but  will  grant  them  a  fupplemental  one,  fetting  “  all 
things  right  that  are  now  amifs  ” ;  that  their  prefent  patent 
would  be  “  infpedted,  and  according  as  they  had  adminiftered 
the  Power  therein  given,  foe  fhould  they  be  meafured  and 
confidered,”  rather  “  than  wholy  to  overthrow  it  by  what  Mr 
Mafon  alleges  fufficient  to  that  effect;  that  noe  Taxes 
bee  raifed  to  the  ufes  of  the  Government  but  in  His 
Maties  name  and  by  His  Maties  appointment,  and  that  their 

method 
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method  of  fwearing  all  to  bee  true  to  that  Government  bee 
abolifhed.” 159 

A  few  days  after,  on  Auguft  2,  the  Committee  having  met 
again  to  difcufs  the  affairs  of  New  England,  the  Attorney- 
General  read  a  lift  of  the  laws  of  Maffachufetts  which  he 
confidered  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England,  the  Solicitor 
General  having  fent  in  a  fomewhat  fimilar  lift.  The  Attor¬ 
ney-General  then  went  on  to  fay  that  “  the  Agents  of  New 
England,  with  whom  he  had  fpoken,  were,  in  a  manner, 
afhamed  of  them,  only,  as  to  that  concerning  ye  obfervation 
of  the  Lord’s  day,  they  feemed  fomewhat  tenacious.”  The 
Committee  faid  they  found  “  very  much  reafon  to  advife  His 
Maty  to  write  into  New  England  for  the  abolifhing  of  all 
thefe  Laws.”  In  addition  to  thofe  to  which  exception  had 
been  taken,  they  noticed  “from  the  complaint  of  Mr  Ran¬ 
dolph  there  was  a  law  in  New  England  forbidding  any  one 
to  fhare  in  the  Government  who  was  not  a  Church  member. 
And  that  upon  His  Maties  Letter  in  1662,  requiring  that  any 
who  would  exercife  their  Religion,  according  to  the  Church 
of  England,  might  bee  free  therein,  and  equally  qualified 
with  others  for  any  Office,”  the  Affembly  had  abolifhed  the 
law  and  yet  the  practice  continued  the  fame  as  before.  The 
difloyal  fentiments  expreffed  by  Governor  Leverett  to  Mr. 
Randolph  were  dwelt  upon,  fome  of  the  Committee  urging 
that  a  royal  commiffion  ought  to  be  made  neceflary  for  a 
Governor,  “  but  this  was  thought  at  prefent  unfeafonable.” 
To  Stoughton  and  Bulkley,  who  were  called  in,  it  was  faid 

that  * 

169  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  Book  105,  page  95.  Bulinefs  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  debated,  27  July,  16 IT^poJl. 
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that  “  His  Matie  would  expedl  upon  His  intimation  to  have 
all  [the  repugnant  laws]  repealed,”  that  church  members 
muft  not  be  preferred  for  office  contrary  to  their  own  law ; 
the  A6t  of  Navigation  muft  be  enforced,  according  to  a  law 
they  had  made  themfelves,  but  which  was  negledled;  that 
“  His  Majty  would  not  fuffer  fuch  abufe  by  any  means  to 
continue,  but  that  they  fhould  receive  an  Officer  of  the  Cuf- 
toms,  to  fee  that  A  (51,  in  His  Maties  behalfe,  fully  conformed 
unto.”  The  agents,  replying  that  any  freeman  could  be 
eledted  Governor,  the  office  being  conferred  by  a  majority 
of  votes,  they  were  further  told  that  the  colony  had  no  right 
to  impofe  taxes  upon  any  who  were  not  “  members  of  their 
own  Corporation,”  that  they  muft  fee  the  Attorney-General 
concerning  the  laws  to  be  aboliflied,  the  form  of  pardon  to 
be  drawn  up  for  having  coined  money  without  authority, 
and  in  regard  to  an  additional  charter  conferring  power  to 
coin  and  make  foreign  coins  current  in  the  country.  The 
Attorney-General  was  alfo  directed  to  report  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  “  how  hee  finds  His  Maties  Authority  preferved  in  the 
prefent  Charter  of  that  Colony.”  Although  New  Hamp- 
fhire  and  Maine  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  jurifdidlion 
of  Maffachufetts,  flill  the  Committee  ordered  the  agents  to 
give  them  an  account  of  thofe  provinces  “  where  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  thereof  was  referved  flill  to  His  Majtie  foe  they 
might  be  the  better  able  to  advife  His  Matie  how  ye  fame 
might  bee  governed ;  whether  by  an  Officer  from  himfelfe, 
or  to  bee  left  unto  the  Bofloners.”  Mr.  Mafon,  being  then 
called  in  at  his  requefl,  prayed  that  the  agents  fhould  dis¬ 
claim  title  to  his  poffeffions,  which  was  done,  “  the  Lords 
acquainting  Mr  Mafon  that  if  they  doe  not  agree  to  give 

him 
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him  his  own,  there  is  a  third  power  to  bee  eredted  for  the 
decifion  of  what  hee  and  Mr  Gorges  doe  claime.” 160 

As  foon  as  the  news  reached  Bofton  that  the  Englifh 
authorities  intended  to  enforce  the  Adts  of  Navigation,  the 
General  Court  then  in  feffion  paffed  an  order  on  October  ioth 
that  the  laws  of  trade  mult  be  executed  under  penalty  of 
forfeiture,  and  that  the  Governor  and  officers  appointed  for 
that  purpofe  “  be  required  to  fee  to  the  ftridt  obfervation  of 
the  faid  adts.” 161 

To  fliow,  however,  their  difregard  to  the  demand  for  the 
abolition  of  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  colony,  the  General 
Court  ordered  that  the  oath  be  “  revived  and  put  in  prac- 
tife  through  this  jurifdidlion,”  and  declared  that  all  who 
refufed  fhould  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  their  laws.162 
At  the  fame  time,  evidently  to  mollify  any  feeling  of  vexa¬ 
tion  the  King  might  have,  they  ordered  a  prefent  to  be  fent 
to  him,163  and  prepared  an  addrefs  a  few  days  later,  which  in 
tone  was  very  adulatory.164  To  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal  and  the  Secretaries  of  State,  letters  were 
written,  in  terms  almoft  too  ftrong,  thanking  them  for  their 

affiffance 


160  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  105,  page  99.  Laws  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  &c.,  2  Auguft,  1677,  pojt. 

161  Maffachufetts  Records ,  10  Octo¬ 
ber,  1677,  Vol.  V.  p.  155. 

162  Ibid. ,  Vol.  V.  p.  154. 

163  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  156.  “It  is  or¬ 
dered  that  the  Treafurer  doe  forth¬ 
with  provide  tenn  barrells  of  cran- 
buryes,  two  hogfheads  of  fpeciall  good 
Sampe,  three  thoufand  cod  ffifh,  to  be 
fent  to  our  meffengers,  by  them  to  be 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  as  a  prefent 
from  this  Court.” 


164  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  1 57.  “  To  the 
high  and  mighty  Prince  Charles  the 
Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  &  Ireland, 
defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  Illultrious 
Sir.  Your  majefties  benignity  appearing 
unto  us  in  our  former  addrefles  imbold- 
ens  us  at  this  time  to  proftrate  our- 
felves  before  yow.  .  .  .  wee  may  ever 
be  numbered  among  your  majties,  though 
poore  yet  humble  &  loyall  fubje&s,  etc.” 
22  O&ober,  16 77. 
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affiftance  to  the  meffengers,  and  praying  for  a  continuance 
of  their  favors.  In  the  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  they 
expreffed  a  wifli  that  through  his  mediation  the  villages  in 
New  Hampfhire  lying  between  the  Merrimac  and  the  Pif- 
cataqua  might  ftill  be  retained  under  the  government  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  that  the  expenfes  of  the  colony,  amounting 
to  feveral  thoufand  pounds,  in  the  defence  of  Maine  might 
be  refunded.165  Thefe  letters  and  the  addrefs  were  inclofed 
in  a  communication  from  the  General  Court  to  William 
Stoughton  and  Peter  Bulkley,  dated  October  22,  in  which, 
after  praifing  the  affiduity  and  faithful nefs  of  the  agents,  a 
hope  is  expreffed  that  the  towns  already  mentioned  may  be 
retained,  the  inhabitants  having  petitioned  to  that  effeCt, 
and  fuggefting  that  they  fhould  infift  upon  the  repayment 
from  Mr.  Gorges  of  what  had  been  fpent  in  the  protection 
of  his  province,  amounting  to  about  eight  thoufand  pounds, 
by  which  means  Maine  “  may  be  procured  now  on  eafier 
termes  then  at  another  time.”  A  wifh  is  alfo  expreffed  that 
as  liberty  of  trade  has  been  the  means  of  increafing  fhipping 
and  has  not  been  prejudicial  to  the  royal  cuftoms,  it  may 
not  be  curtailed.  “  And  further,  as  wee  are  obliged  by  our 
charter  to  permitt  any  of  his  maties  fubjeCts  to  catch  fifh  in 
any  part  of  our  limitts,  and  to  make  ufe  of  the  wood  &  the 
land  for  their  ftages  &  flakes,  it  is  juft  that  the  like  liberty 

may 

165  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  contributed  not  a  little  towards  the 
p.  158 :  Court’s  letter  to  Lord  Chancellor,  right  underftanding  of  matters,  for 
22  October,  1677.  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  159:  which  your  great  candour  &  modera- 
Court’s  letter  to  Lord  Privy  Seal,  fame  tion  towards  us  wee  defire  the  Lord  to 
date.  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  161.  Court’s  let-  give  yow  a  full  reward.”  22  October, 
ter  to  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfort,  Secretary  1677.  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  160  :  Court’s 
of  State,  in  which  it  is  faid :  “Wee  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Coventry,  Secretary 
are  very  fenfible  that  your  honr  hath  of  State,  fame  date. 
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may  continue  to  us  and  all  his  majties  fubjedts  to  fifh  in  any 
part  of  these  feas  upon  the  coaft  of  New  England,  &  to  fave 
&  make  their  fifh  upon  the  land  next  adjoyning  as  may  be 
most  comodious.”  166  This  laft  requeft  was  owing  to  a  threat 
made  by  Governor  Andros  of  New  York  to  impofe  a  tax 
upon  fifhermen  on  the  coaft  near  Pemaquid,  which,  he 
claimed,  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  York.167  “As  for  the 
coynage  or  any  other  additionall  priviledge  offered  (not 
prejudiciall  to  our  charter)  wee  would  not  flight,  but  humbly 
accept.” 

The  fuggeftion  made  by  the  Committee  that  Maffachu- 
fetts  might  ftill  be  permitted  to  hold  jurifdidtion  over  part 
of  New  Hampfhire  caufed  Mafon  and  Gorges  to  petition 
jointly,  begging  the  King  to  appoint  a  general  governor  over 
the  whole  of  New  England,  which  would  be  efpecially  pleaf- 
ing  “  to  thofe  of  Plimouth  and  Connecticut  who  have  been 
always  very  affectionate  to  yor  Maty  fervice.”  And  we  “  doe 
not  queftion  but  the  magiftrates  of  Bofton  itfelf  (fome  ffew 
evill  affeCted  perfons  who  like  no  Government  but  their 
owne  Excepted)  will  find  it  their  true  intereft  to  be  under 
yor  Majties  Juft  and  Mild  Government.”  If  this  could  not 
be  done,  then  they  prayed  that  New  Hampfhire  and  Maine 
might  be  united  under  one  government,  to  be  eftablifhed  by 
the  King.168 

Shortly 

166  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  168  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 

p.  163.  Letter  of  General  Court  to  Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  71. 
William  Stoughton  and  Peter  Bulkley,  9th  January,  1677-8.  “That  His  Ma*y 
22  October,  1 677.  will  appoint  a  Govt  for  the  Province  of 

167  Ibid .,  Vol.  V.  p.  161.  “  Major  Main  &  New  Hampfhire.  The  hum- 

Andros  hath  lignifyd  his  minde  to  our  ble  Petition  of  Robert  Mafon  and  fferdi- 
Council  to  impofe  cuftoms  upon  all  nando  Gorges.”  The  mild  government 
fithermen  that  fifh  on  thofe  coafts.”  of  the  King  to  which  the  New  England 

people 
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Shortly  after  the  petition  had  been  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  January  23d  the  negotiations  between  Maffachu- 
fetts  and  Gorges  for  the  purchafe  of  his  province  were 
fuccefsfully  concluded.  By  a  deed  executed  on  March  13th, 
the  “  County  Palatinate  ”  of  Maine,  with  all  its  rights  and 
privileges,  was  transferred  to  John  Ufher,  of  Bofton,  then  in 
London,  for  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  by  him 
affigned  later  to  the  colony,169  but  the  fale  was  not  known 
for  fome  time  to  the  Englifh  authorities.  The  agents,  in  the 
meantime,  having  obtained  a  copy  of  Randolph’s  Narrative 
of  the  ftate  of  New  England,  denounced  it  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  as  containing  “  feveral  falfehoods  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  Government  of  the  MafTachufets.”  Upon  which  the 
Committee,  evidently  wifhing  to  a6t  with  impartiality,  and 
“  being  willing  to  give  noe  farther  credit  to  the  faid  Narra¬ 
tive  than  it  fliall  appear  to  deferve,”  directed  the  agents  to 
prepare  a  reply  in  writing,  and  ordered  Randolph,  being 
“  well  fatisfied  with  his  paft  fervices,  and  taking  notice  that 

hee 


people  were  invited  to  fubmit  them- 
felves  was  at  that  time  engaged  with 
the  aid  of  a  large  Highland  force  in 
fuppreffing  conventicles  in  Scotland, 
“  on  which  account  many  are  fled  from 
their  homes,  their  houfes  and  goods 
fpoyled.  Thefe  are  the  Bps  ways  to 
uphold  themfelves  there,  and  the  fpirit 
of  prelacy  is  femper  <5r*  ubique  fui  fimi- 
lisP  See  letter  of  Nathaniel  Mather  to 
his  brother  Increafe  Mather,  12  March, 
1677-8,  in  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  So¬ 
ciety  Collections,  Fourth  Series,  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  13. 

169  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 
p.  323.  Gorges’  deed  of  Maine  to  John 
Ufher,  13  March,  1677-8.  In  the  deed, 


Ferdinando  Gorges  is  defcribed  as  of 
Clewen,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  fon 
and  heir  of  John  Gorges,  late  of  the  city 
of  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges,  late  of  Adton  Phillips,  in  the 
county  of  Somerfet,  knight ;  and  John 
Ufher,  as  merchant  of  Bofton,  in  New 
England.  The  receipt  for  the  money 
paid  is  found  in  ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.332, 
13  March,  1677-8.  Among  the  wit- 
nefles  to  the  deed  and  the  receipt  ap¬ 
pears  the  name  of  Robert  Humfreys 
[Humphreys],  who  took  an  adlive  part, 
later,  in  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  as 
coupfel. 
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hee  has  many  material  things  yet  to  offer,  to  draw  up  a 
paper  containing  all  fuch  new  Matter  as  hee  fhall  think  fit 
to  prefent  concerning  New  England.” 170  The  Committee, 
being  difpleafed  that  the  Maffachufetts  agents  had  obtained 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  Narrative,  which  was  an  official 
communication  addreffed  to  them,  afked  Mr.  Stoughton 
and  Mr.  Bulkley  at  their  next  meeting,  on  March  28th, 
how  they  had  managed  to  procure  it.  The  agents  replied 
that  Mr.  Mafon  had  given  it  to  them  fix  months  before, 
who,  being  prefent,  acknowledged  the  fadt,  faying  that,  being 
a  party  concerned,  and  having  aided  Mr.  Randolph  in  com- 
pofing  the  Narrative,  he  had  thought  it  bell;  to  give  an  exadt 
copy,  having  heard  that  Mr.  Wade,  a  fervant  of  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  had  already  given  one.  This,  however,  the 
agents  denied,  faying  the  only  copy  they  had  was  the  one 
obtained  from  Mr.  Mafon,  but  they  acknowledged  having 
fent  a  copy  to  New  England.  Upon  which,  the  Committee 
thought  it  might  be  well  for  an  attefled  copy  to  be  made,  fo 
that  the  agents  could  “give  an  Anfwer  to  the  particulars 
thereof  as  hath  been  diredted.”  The  lords  of  the  Committee 
then  read  again  Randolph’s  petition,  prefented  at  the  laft 
meeting,  begging  them  to  “  Report  his  faithfull  fervice  and 
attendance  in  behalfe  of  His  Matie  for  His  Royal  confidera- 
tion,”  and  agreed  “  to  report  their  opinions  to  His  Matie  in 
favour  of  Mr  Randolph  as  a  fitt  perfon  to  bee  Colledtor  of  the 
Cuftomes  in  New  England,  or  deferving  fome  other  reward 
for  his  fervices.” 171 

170  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  171  Ibid.  105,  p.231.  Report  in  favor 
Book  105,  p.  225,  25  March,  1678.  of  Randolph  as  Collr,  &c.,  28  March, 
Agents  declare  Randolph’s  ftatements  1678,  poyl.  On  the  fame  day  the  Attor- 
to  be  falfe,  &c.,  pojl.  ney  General  and  Solicitor  General  were 

requefted 
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The  Committee,  being  informed  on  April  8  that  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Andros  was  on  the  point  of  failing  for  his  government 
of  New  York,  decided  to  have  certain  queftions  concerning 
New  England  prepared,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
prefented  to  him  at  the  proper  time.  The  heads  of  bufinefs 
were  then  taken  up,  the  firft  being  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
which  the  “  Lords  were  pofitive  ought  to  bee  given  in  New 
England,  in  the  fame  forme  as  it  here  Hands  in  the  Law,  and 
without  any  mixture  or  relation  of  Fidelity  to  that  Govern¬ 
ment,  And  it  feems  their  own  Original  Charter  tyes  them 
not  only  to  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  but  to  that  of  Suprem¬ 
acy  alfoe.”172  Mr.  Randolph  being  called  in,  a  difpute  arofe 
as  to  the  manner  and  time  in  which  the  agents  had  obtained 
a  copy  of  his  Narrative,  —  a  communication  in  its  nature 
confidential.  He  charged  the  agents  with  having  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  its  contents  before  they  had  procured  a  copy  from 
Mr.  Mafon.  On  both  (ides  pofitive  affertions  were  made 
which  were  contradictory.  Randolph,  fearing  that  harm 
might  come  to  thofe  of  whom  he  had  fpoken  favorably,  as 
being  loyal  to  the  Crown  in  Maffachufetts,  prayed  that  “  His 
Maty  might  be  moved  to  fend  His  Royal  Letters  to  forbid 
any  detriment  to  thofe  perfons.”  He  then  faid  he  had  new 
charges  to  offer  againft  the  Magiftrates  of  Maffachufetts; 

not 

requefted  to  examine  the  Maffachufetts  172  The  claufe  in  the  charter  gives  to 
charter,  fo  as  “to  meafure  their  be-  the  Governor,  etc.,  “full  power  and 
haviour  and  try  them  according  to  the  authorise  to  minifter  and  give  the  oathe 
Rule  of  this  charter  for  what  they  have  and  oathes  of  fupremacie  and  allegiance 
done  amifs.”  See  State  Papers ,  Colo-  or  either  of  them,  to  all  and  everie  per- 
nial ,  Bundle  52  (139)  :  “  The  Attourney  fon  and  perfons  which  fhall  at  any  tyme 
&  Solicit'  Gen11  to  Infpe6l  ye  Charter  of  or  tymes  hereafter  goe  or  paffe  to  the 
ye  Maffachufets,”  28  March,  1678,  pofl.  landes  and  premifes  hereby  menconed 
The  order  was  dated  originally  27  July,  to  be  graunted  to  inhabite  in  the  fame.” 
1677. 
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not  only  had  Mr.  Mafon  and  Mr.  Gorges  been  driven  from 
their  inheritances,  but  alfo  the  bordering  colonies  of  Con¬ 
necticut  and  New  Plymouth  had  been  encroached  on.  The 
colonifts  fpeak  reverently  of  the  King’s  letter  of  1662,  which 
they  “  call  His  Maties  Gracious  Declaration  ” ;  but  they  have 
not  paid  the  flighted;  attention  to  its  contents,  “  for  many  of 
their  Laws  are  repugnant  to  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  Eng¬ 
land,  alfoe  contrary  to  their  charter ;  and  even  fitted  on  pur- 
pofe  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  the  fervice  of  the  Religion 
profeffed  by  the  Church  of  England.  That  although  by 
His  Matys  order,  all  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  lives  fhould 
be  admitted  to  ye  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  their 
Children  to  Baptifme ;  yet  great  number  of  perfons  remained 
unbaptized,  and  deprived  of  the  Communion,  by  means  of  a 
Law  which  regulates  the  choice  of  Minifters ;  only  members 
of  the  congregational  churches  can  be  made  freemen ;  they 
give  a  preference  to  their  owne  Laws  before  thofe  of  Eng¬ 
land,  not  permitting  them  to  bee  pleaded  in  their  Courts, 
till  confirm’d  by  their  Affembly.”  The  necelfity  of  a  “  refor¬ 
mation  by  a  Superior  hand  ”  is  fhown  by  their  actions,  and 
“  by  their  apparent  obftinacy  and  refufal  to  come  to  any  fort 
of  amendment,”  like  the  revival  of  the  law  obliging  people 
to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  country.  They  pretend 
ignorance  of  the  laws  of  navigation,  and  blame  the  King 
and  his  minifters  for  not  acquainting  the  colony  with  them, 
“  altho’  it  appear,  by  an  A6t  of  their  owne  made  in  1663, 
that  they  had  received  His  Maties  Order  to  that  effe6t.  Nor 
had  they  even  fufpended  their  Coining  of  money  (which 
they  confefs  to  bee  a  Crime)  until  His  Mat!es  Pleafure  might 
bee  knowne.” 


To 
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To  thefe  vigorous  attacks  the  agents  endeavored  to  make 
anfwer  and  to  excufe  the  conduct  of  the  colony  by  faying 
that  the  preamble  to  their  law  in  regard  to  the  A6t  of  Navi¬ 
gation,  which  had  given  offenfe,  had  been  paffed  in  great 
hafte,  as  the  General  Court  was  on  the  point  of  adjourning, 
and  “  as  to  the  Errors  of  their  Government,  altho’  they  had 
received  fome  intimation  of  them  from  the  Committee,  yet 
they  had  not  received  His  Maties  formal  Commands  therein.” 

The  effedl  of  Randolph’s  remarks  upon  the  Committee 
was  made  manifeft  immediately.  As  foon  as  he  and  the 
agents  had  withdrawn  from  the  Council  chamber,  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  meetings  of  July  27  and  of  Auguft  2,  at  which  it 
had  been  decided  in  a  full  meeting  that  there  was  “  a  necef- 
fity  of  bringing  New  England  under  a  more  palpable  decla¬ 
ration  of  their  obedience  and  dependence  on  the  Crowne,” 
were  ordered  to  be  read.  “  Thefe  minutes  having  been 
read,  their  Lops  confider  how  far  the  Government  of  Bofton 
has  fhewed  a  Complyance  to  any  part  of  His  Maties  pleafure 
fignified  unto  them  by  the  Comittee.”  The  confideration 
was  not  favorable  to  the  colony,  emphafis  being  laid  upon 
the  complaints  made  by  Randolph,  particularly  as  to  the 
oath  of  fidelity  and  the  ftatement  made  by  the  magiftrates 
that  no  intimation  had  been  given  regarding  the  Adi  of 
Navigation,  which  was  difproved  by  their  own  law  of  1663. 
“  Upon  the  whole  matter  their  Lops  feem  very  much  to 
refent  that  noe  more  notice  is  taken  in  New  England  of 
thofe  Points  which  were  foe  fairly,  and  with  foe  much  foft- 
nefs,  intimated  here  to  the  Agents;  from  whofe  modeft 
deportment,  in  the  general,  it  was  hop’d  there  was  a  much 
more  inclinable  temper  towards  obedience  in  New  England 

than 
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than  what  now  appeares.  And  are  foe  farr  from  advifing 
His  Maty  immediately  to  grant  them  a  pardon,  much  lefs  the 
acceffion  of  Government  in  the  Country  claimed  by  Mr 
Mafon,  which  they  petition  for,  that  they  are  of  opinion  the 
whole  matter  ought  ferioufly  to  bee  confidered  from  the 
Very  Root.”  The  Committee  were  fatisfied  that  no  com¬ 
mands  would  have  any  effedt  except  they  were  enforced  by 
fome  one  on  the  fpot,  and  if  a  Governor  fhould  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  it  would  have  to  be  “  a  Governor  wholy  to  bee 
fupported  and  maintained  by  His  Matie.”  But  before  advif- 
ing  the  King  what  to  do  in  “  this  great  affaire  ”  they  delired 
the  Crown  lawyers  to  report  upon  the  validity  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  charter,  the  Quo  Warranto  of  1635,  “and  laftly, 
fuppofing  that  the  faid  charter  were  originally  good,  their 
Lops  delire  to  know  whether  the  Corporation  have,  by  mal- 
adminiftration  of  the  Powers  or  otherwife,  Forfeited  the 
fame,  fo  as  to  bee  now  in  His  Maties  mercy  and  difpofal. 
And  Mr  Randolph  is  appointed  to  attend  with  Information 
in  feveral  matters  of  fa<5t  relating  to  the  aforefaid  parti¬ 
culars.”  173 

On  the  same  day  —  April  8  —  the  queftions  regarding 
New  England,  already  mentioned,  were  prefented  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  who  on  the  16th  returned  his  anfwers. 
They  did  not  differ  materially  from  the  inquiries  given  to 
Randolph  and  his  replies,  except  as  to  population,  which 
Sir  Edmund  eftimates  as  very  much  lefs  than  did  Randolph 
in  his  Narrative.174 


In 
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In  the  meantime,  Randolph  followed  up  his  attack  by 
prefenting  a  petition,  which  was  read  by  the  Committee  on 
April  1 8th,  begging  that  his  friends  in  New  England,  who 
were  loyal  to  the  Crown,  might  be  protected,  and  not  injured, 
as  had  been  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  had  fubmitted  to  the 
royal  commiffioners  in  1664,  and  that  thofe  who  refufed  to 
take  the  newly  revived  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  country,  by 
which  allegiance  to  the  King  was  made  fecondary,  fhould  have 
“  noe  diftindtions  or  difcountenances  ”  put  upon  them.  “  The 
Agents  endeavor  to  mitigate  any  apprehenfion  of  ill  that 
could  poffibly  befall  the  parties  foe  favorably  mentioned  by 
Mr  Randolph.  And  that  they  would  anfwer  it  here  to  his 
Maty  at  their  perils.  And  as  to  the  Forme  of  that  Oath, 
and  the  expreffion  therein  made  of  Allegiance  to  his  Mat5 
mixed  with  Fidelity  to  the  Country,  they  doe  acknowledge 
that  the  forme  of  it  is  very  ill  advifed,  and  Very  fit  to  bee 
reformed.  And  that  they  are  well  affured  that  if  His  Maty 
fhall  enjoine  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  feparate,  and  as  by 
Law  it  is  here  eftablifh’t,  it  will  not  bee  refufed.  And  that 
they  themfelves,  though  they  have  not  hitherto  taken  fuch 
Oath,  yet  they  are  ready  to  take  it  when  required  there¬ 
unto.”  The  Committee  then  agreed  to  report  that  Ran¬ 
dolph  had  fufficient  grounds  for  petitioning  the  King,  as 
the  oath  of  fidelity  “  feemes  to  bee  a  Snare  in  ye  way  of 
many  of  His  good  fubjedts  there,  who  attend  His  Royal 
Orders,  and  of  whofe  prefervation  His  Maty  will  ever  bee 

tender,” 

cerning  New  England,  8  April,  1678,  ffrom  the  Right  Honoble  the  Lords  of 
poji-  the  Comittee  for  trade  &  plantacons 

Ibid.,  52  (149).  Anfwers  to  Enqui-  reced  in  London  9th  Aprill,  1678.  Ap. 
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tender,”  and  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  ought  to  be  taken 
by  all  the  King’s  fubjedls  in  the  colony,  “  being  of  foe  fun¬ 
damental  a  concerne  to  His  dignity  and  Government.” 175 
In  accordance  with  this  order  Randolph  fent  in  his  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  King  the  fame  day,  a  veffel  being  on  the  point 
of  failing  for  Bolton  by  fpecial  leave,  and  no  other  oppor¬ 
tunity  being  likely  to  offer  for  a  conliderable  time,  “  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  prefent  Embargo,  humbly  praying  yor  Majtie  to  take 
the  condition  of  yor  Diltreffed  loyall  fubjedls  into  yor  Gra¬ 
cious  confideration  and  to  give  them  that  Relief  and  pro- 
tedtion  by  yor  Royal  Orders  to  the  Governm1  of  Bolton, 
That  noe  diltindtions  or  difcountenance  whatfoever,  be  putt 
upon  fuch  as  have  refufed  to  take  the  faid  Telt,  or  have  been 
favourable  to  the  petr  during  his  Itay  there,  or  correfponding 
with  him  fince  his  departure,  in  order  to  affert  yor  Majts 
authority.” 176 

Taking  advantage  of  the  order  of  the  Committee  that  he 
fhould  offer  in  writing  anything  new  “  touching  the  evill 
pradtices  and  mifdemeanours  of  the  magiltrates  that  now 
hold  the  Governm!  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  contrary  to  their 
Charter.”  Randolph  had  prepared  a  paper,  which  was  read 
on  the  fame  day  as  his  petitions.  He  reiterates  in  llrong 
language  what  he  had  already  faid  in  his  previous  com¬ 
munications,  adding,  however,  that  the  laws  of  the  colony 
were  not  only  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England  and  oppofed 

to 

176  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry  humble  Peticon  of  Edward  Randolph 
Book  105,  p.  246.  Randolph’s  Petition,  in  behalf  of  many  of  yor  Majts  loyal 
that  his  friends  in  Bofton  be  not  injured,  fubjedls  living  under  the  Governm1  of 
&c.  18  April,  1678,  pojl.  the  Boftoners  in  New  England,  18 
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to  the  royal  commands,  but  alfo  “  contrary  to  the  plaine 
intent  of  the  Grand  Charter”;  that,  although  the  firft  defign 
of  the  colony  was  liberty  of  confcience,  yet  no  one  was 
allowed  to  be  baptized  according  to  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer;  that  the  county  courts  are  obliged  by  law  to 
“  purge  their  Towns  from  all  Miniftry  which  fhalbe  found 
(as  they  terme  it)  Heterodox,  by  which  they  difcourage  a 
voluntary  Reformation  from  their  arbitrary  Independency  ” ; 
that  the  penalty  of  five  fhillings  for  non-attendance  at  their 
churches  “  obftrudts  the  true  Proteftants  in  the  exercife  of 
their  Religion,  and  terrifies  the  feduced  people  from  a  Com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Church  of  England  ” ;  that  by  their  law 
directing  all  freemen  to  vote  for  former  magiftrates  under 
penalty  of  ten  pounds,  the  founders  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  retained  in  power,  no  matter  how  obnoxious  they  may 
be,  like  Governor  Leverett,  “  who  was  in  adtuall  Armes 
againft  His  Majtie”,  and  Mr.  Guggins  [Gookin],  who  “har¬ 
boured  and  protected  Goffe  and  Whaley,  and  Mr.  Haw¬ 
thorn,  who  was  commanded  by  His  Maty  Letters  of  1666 
to  attend  upon  his  Allegiance  at  Whitehall,  but  refufed  to 
appeare ;  that  by  virtue  of  a  Soueraigne  Right  (as  they  give 
it  out)  they  affume  a  power  of  allowing  or  rejecting  any 
Law  Royall  Commands  or  A6t  of  Parlement  ”  which  do  not 
agree  with  their  frame  of  government;  in  their  civil  and 
criminal  trials  they  pay  no  refpedt  to  the  laws  of  England, 
unlefs  they  are  incorporated  into  their  own  by  an  a6t  of 
their  Affembly ;  he  would  not  have  fpoken  of  “  thefe  Enor¬ 
mities  and  crimes  ”  if  there  was  any  hope  of  amendment ; 
befides  fhowing  their  contempt  for  the  King’s  letters, 
they  have  impofed  the  oath  of  fidelity  upon  ftrangers  as 

well 
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well  as  inhabitants,  caring  only  to  be  “  Enriched  with  the 
acceffion  of  New  Government,”  and  to  purfue  their  former 
practices,  although  confeffmg  “  their  unlimited  trading  ever 
fince  his  Majts  Reftauration,  and  throwing  all  the  fault  upon 
his  Majtie  and  Minifters,  having  no  regard  for  the  Decency 
of  Truth.”  177 

The  agents  having  expreffed  a  willingnefs  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  an  order  was  paffed  on  April  24th  that  it 
fhould  be  adminiftered  to  them.178  Two  days  later  they 
took  the  oath  in  prefence  of  the  Committee,  declaring  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  believed  the  Magiftrates  and  inhabitants 
of  Maffachufetts  would  molt  willingly  do  the  fame.179  Ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  27th  a  letter  from  the  King  was  written  to 
the  magiftrates,  commanding  them  to  adminifter  the  re¬ 
quired  oath  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  who  had 
attained  the  proper  age.180 

Although  the  current  of  feeling  was  running  very  ftrongly 
againft  the  colony,  the  agents,  faithful  to  their  truft,  tried  to 
check  it  by  afking  the  Committee  to  excufe  their  fhortcom- 
ings  in  not  having  communicated  to  the  magiftrates  the 
declared  wifhes  “  for  redrefs  of  the  abufes  pra<5tifed  ”  in  Maf¬ 
fachufetts,  and  that  they  would  upon  their  return  to  New 
England  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  the  demands  of  the 

royal 

177  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  179  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 

52  f1 5°).  Report  from  Mr  Randolph  Book  105^.255.  Agents  take  the  Oath 
concerning  ye  Maffachufetts  governm1.  of  Allegiance,  etc.,  26  April,  1678,  pojl. 
18  April,  1678,  pojl.  180  Hutchinfon's  Colletlion  of  Papers, 

178  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  253.  Letter 
Colleffions,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  II.  of  King  Charles  to  the  Governor  and 
p.  288.  Order  in  Council  24th  of  Council  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony, 
Aprill,  1678.  Prefent,  the  King’s  moft  27th  April,  1678,  pojl. 
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royal  government  carried  out ;  they  alfo  begged  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  confider  favorably  the  petition  of  the  four  New 
Hampfhire  towns  to  remain  under  the  government  of  the 
MafTachufetts  magiftrates.  To  this  appeal  the  Committee 
feem  to  have  turned  a  deaf  ear,  for  no  anfwer  is  recorded  in 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  petition  was  read. 
At  the  fame  meeting  was  prefented  the  reply  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General  and  of  the  Solicitor  General  concerning  the 
Maffachufetts  patent,  flating  that  it  would  be  molt  proper 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  Chief  Juftices  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  original  validity  of  the  charter ;  in  their  opinion 
neither  the  Quo  Warranto  of  1635  nor  the  judgment  ren¬ 
dered  was  fufficient  to  caufe  a  diffolution  of  the  patent,  but 
that  the  mifdemeanors  charged,  if  true,  were  enough  to  an¬ 
nul  it.  After  reading  the  report  of  the  Crown  lawyers,  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  “  offer  their  opinions  that  a  Quo 
Warranto  be  brought  againft  their  Charter  and  new  Laws 
framed  inftead  of  fuch  as  are  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of 
England.”  At  the  fame  time  the  Committee  agree  to  re¬ 
commend  Mr.  Randolph,  in  confideration  of  his  zeal  and 
capacity,  to  the  Lord  Treafurerfor  the  pofition  of  Colletflor 
of  Cuftoms  at  Bolton  in  New  England,  and,  the  King  ap¬ 
proving  of  the  choice,  a  commiffion  was  directed  to  be 
iffued.181  The  recommendation  was  couched  in  ftrong  terms 
of  praife :  “  wee  have  had  more  light  and  information  from 

Mr 

181  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  ing  to  remain  under  MafTachufetts  were 
Book  105,  p.  256.  Mifdemeanors  fuf-  Dover,  Exeter,  Hampton,  and  Portf- 
ficient  to  avoid  charter,  16  May,  1678,  mouth,  fee  Tranfcripts  of  Original 
pofl.  Documents  relating  to  New  Hamp- 
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Mr  Randolph  then  from  any  perfon  elfe,  and  he  hath  at  all 
times  attended  Our  meetings  in  this  matter,  Soe  that  Wee 
cannot  but  acquaint  yor  Lordfhip  of  the  very  good  opinion 
wee  have  of  his  zeal  and  capacity  to  ferve  his  Matie  in  that 
Imployment.” 182 

The  agents  ftill  perfevering  in  their  efforts  prepared,  and 
on  the  28th  of  June  prefen  ted,  an  anfwer  to  Randolph’s 
Narrative,  denying  his  principal  ftatements,  which,  they 
argue,  being  bafed  on  prejudice  and  on  information  ob¬ 
tained  during  a  very  fhort  vifit,  ought  not  to  have  weight 
without  proof.  As  to  the  colony  eredting  itfelf  into  a  free 
State  in  1652,  as  alleged,  “  they  never  had  any  other 
foundation  or  forme  of  governm*  but  w*  is  conftituted  in  the 
Royall  Charter  of  their  Incorporation.  They  never  Pro¬ 
claimed  any  of  the  late  Powers,  or  derived  Authority  from 
them,  as  the  other  Plantations  did.  They  acknowledge  his 
Majefty  alone  to  be  their  Soveraigne.”  Their  records  will 
fhow  that  the  accufations  againft  their  laws  are  falfehoods 
and  calumnies,  and  evince  Randolph’s  rooted  prejudice 
againft  their  government.  His  reprefentation  that  the 
magiftrates  grow  rich  from  their  official  pofitions  is  dif- 
proved  by  the  fact  that  the  falaries  are  fmall,  and  more  has 
been  fpent  by  them  than  they  have  received ;  that  the  an¬ 
nual  income  of  the  colony,  inftead  of  being  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  as  reported,  was  before  King  Philip’s  war  about 
feven  hundred  pounds,  increafing  to  about  fifteen  hundred 

during 

182  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  eleven  of  the  Committee,  including  the 
52  (148).  Report  to  my  Ld  Treafurer  well  known  names  of  Sir  Robert  South- 
Concerning  Mr  Randolph,  16  May,  well,  Henry  Coventry,  the  Earl  of  Efl'ex, 
1678 ,poJl.  The  Report  was  figned  by  and  the  Bifhop  of  London. 
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during  the  hoftilities,  all  deficiencies  being  made  up  by  a 
general  tax,  and  an  account  of  receipts  and  difburfements 
made  to  the  General  Court  every  year.  The  number  of 
church  members  compared  with  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  ftated,  is  not  true,  “  nor  was  there  ever  any  fuch  nick¬ 
name,  or  terme  of  diftindtion,  between  the  one  &  the  other, 
as  that  of  Difienting  Party.”  The  Indian  war  was  not 
caufed  by  the  conduct  of  Maffachufetts,  but  had  its  rife  in 
New  Plymouth,  and  if  the  colony  had  remained  neutral, 
“  the  chief  of  the  Indians  have  often  declared  they  would 
not  have  given  the  inhabitants  any  difturbance,  fo  farre 
were  they  themfelves  from  laying  anything  to  the  charge  of 
the  Maffachufetts.”  The  infinuation  that  church  members 
had  liberty  to  flay  at  home  and  “  not  hazard  their  perfons  in 
the  warre,”  is  not  true,  as  is  fhown  by  the  lift  of  thofe  killed. 
Inftead  of  “  the  People  generally  groaning  under  the  yoke 
of  the  prefent  Governm*,  they  are  earneftly  defirous  to  have 
it  by  His  Maties  grace  &  favour  incouraged  and  continued,” 
as  is  evident  from  the  petition  of  the  four  New  Hampfhire 
towns,  but  that  “  Mr.  Randolph  made  it  his  bufineffe, 
wherever  he  came,  to  difaffedt  the  people  as  much  as  he 
could.”  His  ftatement  concerning  Major  Window  is  proved 
to  be  falfe  by  Mr.  Window  himfelf,  who  fays  “  that  he  never 
made  it  his  defigne,  nor  thought  it  their  intereft  to  defire  a 
change  of  Governm*,  in  one  or  other  colony,  whilft  God  & 
the  King  were  pleafed  to  favour  them  with  their  prefent 
Priviledges.”  183  This  anfwer  appears  to  have  had  no  effedt. 

It 

183  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  rative  by  agents  of  New  England,  28 
52  (152).  Anfwer  to  Randolph’s  Nar-  June,  1678, pojl. 
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It  was  manifeft  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  enforce, 
at  leaft,  the  Adt  of  Navigation.  Randolph,  being  deputed  to 
be  collector,  surveyor,  and  searcher  of  all  the  rates,  duties 
and  impofitions  arifing  and  growing  due  to  his  Majefty,  by 
virtue  of  the  Adt  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  Majefty ’s 
reign  for  the  colony  of  New  England,  including  Maffachu- 
fetts,  Plymouth,  Connedficut,  Rhode  Ifland,  the  Provinces  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampfhire,  and  “  all  other  His  Majts  Col- 
onyes  and  Iflands  in  New  England,”  received  full  inftruc- 
tions  from  the  officers  of  the  Cuftom  Houfe  in  London, 
which  were  dated  9  July,  1678.184  He  began  at  once  to 
bufy  himfelf  with  the  duties  of  his  office.  Knowing  how  im¬ 
portant  it  would  be  to  have  the  forts,  and  particularly  the 
caftle  guarding  the  approach  to  Bofton,  in  hands  friendly  to 
him,  he  petitioned  the  King,  he  writes  to  a  correfpondent,  to 
that  effedl,  and  “  made  a  map  of  the  bay  of  Bofton  that  the 
King  may  fee  the  neceffity  thereof.”  In  the  fame  letter  he 
fpeaks  as  if  he  intended  failing  for  Bofton  foon,  having 
received  orders  in  regard  to  two  petitions,  one  from  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Warwick  complaining  of  the  violence  of 
the  Maffachufetts  government,  the  other  concerning  the  jur- 
ifdidtion  over  the  Narraganfett  country.185  He  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  leave  England  for  more  than  a  year.  The  difcuflion 
over  these  petitions  by  the  Committee,  on  July  30th,  led 

many 

184  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  purfuance  of  the  direction  of  the  Right 
LXI.  p.  168.  Inftrudlions  from  the  Honble  Thomas,  Earle  of  Danby,  Lord 
Commiffioners  for  manageing,  leavying  High  Trear.  of  England, pojl. 
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Cuftomes,  Subfidies,  and  other  Duties  in  Collections ,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III. 
England  to  Edward  Randolph,  Efqy  p.  457.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
Collector,  Surveyor  and  Searcher  of  [William  Stoughton?],  18  July,  1678, 
his  Maties  Cuftomes  in  New  England,  in  pojl. 
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many  of  the  members  to  infer  “  from  the  Diffentions  among 
the  Colonies,  ye  great  neceffity  there  is  for  His  Matie  to  ap¬ 
point  Some  General  Governor,  or  fome  Supreme  Authority 
over  them.”  To  the  agents,  who  were  defirous  to  obtain 
leave,  to  return  home,  it  was  told  that  it  would  be  better  for 
their  intereft  to  remain  longer,  as  Sir  Robert  Southwell186 
was  then  preparing  an  exhauftive  report  upon  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  New  England,  upon  which  “  final  refolutions  ” 
can  be  taken.  Upon  being  afked  what  anfwers  they  had 
received  from  the  magifirates  “  touching  the  Points  inti¬ 
mated  to  them  by  the  Committee  at  feveral  times,”  the 
agents  replied  that  the  General  Court  was  on  the  point  of 
adjourning  when  their  letters  were  received,  and  that  there 
was  no  full  account  of  what  had  been  done  in  the  May  fef- 
fion,  “  the  Small-Pox  having  then  very  much  interrupted 
their  meeting.  Being  likewife  alked  if  they  had  power  to 
fue  for  a  New  Charter,  for  that  their  Old  one  was  by  the 
Report  of  Mr  Attorney  and  Mr  Sollcitor  General  by  many 
tranfgreffions  and  forfeitures  become  void,”  they  replied 
they  did  not  know  that  the  charter  had  been  declared  void, 
and  although  they  had  coined  money  and  exercifed  jurifdic- 
tion  in  Mr.  Gorges’  province,  they  had  never  put  any  man 
to  death,  and  had  always  thought  they  were  at  liberty  to  adt 
as  they  had  done,  until  “the  Judges  did  lately  determine 
otherwife.”  The  Committee  then  faid  they  did  not  declare 
that  the  patent  was  actually  annulled,  but  they  wifhed  to 

intimate 

186  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  Knight,  was  elected  five  times  Prefident  of  the 
was  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  Portugal  Royal  Society;  died  in  1702,  aged 
in  1665,  alfo  to  Bruflels  in  1671 ;  after-  fixty.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  and 
wards  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  heirefs  of  Mr.  Blathwayt. 
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intimate  to  them  the  neceffity  they  were  in  “  to  pray  of 
His  Mat!e  what  their  Cafe  require  th,”  and  they  paffed  an 
order  that  “  Sr  Robert  Southwell  is  to  make  haft  with  the 
great  Report,  and  to  ftate  therein  not  only  the  Mifmanage- 
m1  of  their  powers,  but  their  management  without  Powers  ; 
to  ftate  clearly  the  whole  facSft  from  the  beginning  till  this 
time ;  and  then  in  a  feparate  paper  to  colledt  what  at  any 
time  their  Lo?s  have  propofed  for  the  final  Regulation  of 
this  matter.”187 

The  demand  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  fhould  be  taken 
by  the  colonifts  was  finally  acceded  to.  On  October  2d,  the 
General  Court,  the  deputies  having  fubfcribed  to  the  oath, 
following  the  example  of  the  Governor  and  Magiftrates,  who 
had  taken  it  in  Auguft,  paffed  an  order  that  it  fhould  be  ad- 
miniftered  to  “  all  his  Majefties  fubjecfts  wthin  this  jurifdidtion 
that  are  of  fixteene  yeares  of  age  &  upwards,”  188  under  pen¬ 
alty  of  fine  or  imprifonment,  and  declared  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  punifhment  for  treafon  to  the  King  fhould  be  death, 
upon  lawful  convidtion  by  two  credible  witneffes.  While 
thefe  orders,  defigned  to  mollify  the  hoftile  feeling  againft 
them,  were  being  paffed,  and  an  addrefs  prepared  for  the 
King,  thanking  him  for  his  former  gracious  promife  to  con¬ 
firm  their  charter  and  pardon  their  errors,  begging  that  Mr. 

Stoughton 

187  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  to  depofe  him,  and  that  “  I  doe  from 

Book  105,  p.  261.  Agents  afked  if  they  my  heart  abhor,  deteft,  and  abjure,  as 
have  power  to  fue  for  a  new  charter,  impious  and  haereticall,  this  damnable 
30  July,  1678,  poji.  dodlrine  and  pofition,  that  princes 

188  M affachufetis  Records ,  Vol.  V.  which  be  excomunicated  or  deprived 
p.  191,  192,  193,  2  O&ober,  1678.  By  by  the  pope,  may  be  depofed  or  mur- 
the  oath  an  acknowledgment  was  made  dered  by  their  fubje&s,  or  any  other 
that  Charles  II.  was  the  lawful  fove-  whatfoever.” 

reign,  and  that  the  pope  had  no  right 
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Stoughton  and  Mr.  Bulkley  might  have  liberty  to  return 
home,  having  accomplifhed  the  object  of  their  million,  which 
concerned  only  the  bounds  of  Maffachufetts,  New  Hamp- 
fhire  and  Maine,  and  expreffing  a  hope  that  a  deaf  ear 
would  be  turned  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  evil  wilhers  of  the 
colony,189  another  order  was  recorded,  which  would  inevita¬ 
bly  excite  the  anger  of  the  King.190  “  This  Court  having 
voted  the  acceptance  of  the  bargaine  of  our  agents  for  the 
Province  of  Maine  doe  order  that  the  Treafurer  take  effedtuall 
order  for  the  payment  thereof  and  doth  defire  the  Gouernor 
&  council  to  take  order  for  the  improvement,  goument  & 
difpofall  of  the  faide  place,  as  to  them  fhall  feeme  molt  meet 
&  belt.” 

The  transferring  of  the  government  of  the  province  with 
its  feudal,  and  almoft  independent,  rights  to  a  colony,  whofe 
condudt  had  already  irritated  the  King,  would  widen,  it  was 
evident,  dill  further  the  breach  between  him  and  the  Maffa¬ 
chufetts  Company.  The  Committee  of  the  General  Court, 
on  whom  devolved  the  tafk  of  confidering  if  the  province 
had  better  be  retained  or  fold,  reported  in  favor  of  retaining 
it,  giving  among  other  reafons  that  the  bargain  muft  have 
been  a  good  one,  “  becaufe  our  oppofites  in  England  parti¬ 
cularly  Mr  Mafon  &  Mr  Randolph  vigorously  oppofed  our 
Agents  in  that  Bargaine  &  prevailed  fo  farre  as  to  fruftrate 

the 

189  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  delivred  in  a  black  box  to  ye  Secretary 

p.  197  ;  alfo  Hutchinfon  Papers ,  Prince  to  keep  for  the  Court.’’  A  day  of  humi- 
Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  254.  Odlober  10,  liation  was  alfo  ordered  that  God  would 
1678.  “not  take  away  his  holy  gofpell,  and 

190  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  195.  Order  about  would  yet  continue  our  liberties  civill  & 

the  Province  of  Maine,  2  October,  1678.  eccleiiafticall  to  us,  &  to  our  children 
Ibid.,  191.  “  The  2  indentures  ab‘  the  after  us,”  p.  196. 

Province  of  Maine  were  alfo  read,  & 
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the  firft  attempt,  our  friends  in  England  approve  of  it,  and 
as  for  the  Government  it  is  not  impoffible  we  may  injoy  the 
fame,  by  the  helpe  of  God,  having  to  doe  therein  with  fo  gra- 
tious  a  prince,”  befides  the  “  intereft  yt  wee  hereby  have  in 
the  iflands  of  Nantucket  &  Marthas  Vineyard,191  &  fhare  in 
the  townes  on  the  eaft  of  pafquataway  is  to  be  confidered  a 
matter  of  weight.”  If  the  King  fhould  exprefs  his  diffatisfac- 
tion,  there  would  be  “time  enough  to  returne  him  fuch 
anfwer  as  becomes  dutifull  &  loyal  fubjedfs.”  If  it  fhould 
be  objected  that  the  Anglican  church  is  there  eftablifhed  by 
law,  that  ought  not  to  be  an  impediment,  for  the  dodtrine  of 
the  Church  of  England  is  “  Sound  and  orthodox,  and  al¬ 
though  in  our  judgment  wee  differ  from  its  government, 
ftill  its  members  are  obedient  to  civil  order,  which  the 
Quakers  and  other  perfuafions  are  not.  If  it  fhould  be  ob¬ 
jected  that  we  are  burdened  with  the  debt  for  the  Indian 
war,  the  fum,  though  confiderable,  we  have  to  pay,  can  eafily 
be  reimburfed  by  the  fale  of  land,  and  we  ought  not  through 
feare  of  contingent  events  decline  this  oportunity.” 192 

On  the  ioth  of  October  the  General  Court  prepared  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  the  agents 193  for  their  “  indeffattigable 
endeavours,”  expreffing  a  hope  they  might  ftill  be  able  to 

retain 


191  Thofe  iflands  belonged  to  the 
province  of  Maine  by  the  charter  to 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  under  the  In¬ 
dian  names  of  Nautican  and  Capowock. 
See  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  his 
Province  of  Maine ,  by  James  Phin- 
ney  Baxter,  Prince  Society,  Vol.  II. 
p.  125. 

192  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 
P*  333-  A  returne  of  the  Comittee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Gen11  Court  to  confider 


of  the  matter  pfented  Relating  to  the 
province  of  Mayne,  8  October,  1678. 

193  The  agents  wrote  that  had  it  been 
forefeen  what  troubles  they  would  be 
involved  in,  it  would  have  been  fafer  to 
have  committed  the  affair  “  to  the  man¬ 
agement  of  other  &  better  hands.”  See 
Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  216.  Letter  of  William  Stoughton 
and  Peter  Bulkeley  to  the  General 
Court,  13  September,  1678. 
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retain  poffeffion  of  the  four  New  Hampfhire  towns,  thus 
giving  a  continuous  fea  coaft  line,  faying  that  their  “  Charter, 
being  under  God  our  only  fecurity  againff  the  malice  of  our 
adverfaries,  any  little  breach  in  the  wall  would  endainger 
the  whole;  that  the  intereft  of  the  Lord  Jefus  and  his 
churches  fcittuated  in  this  wildernefs  ought  to  be  farr  dearer 
to  us  then  our  lives,  and  wee  are  not  without  hope  that,  in 
the  iffue,  his  Majties  favour  will  be  as  the  north  winde  for 
the  fcattering  of  thofe  clouds  that  doe  feeme  at  prefent  to 
threaten  the  Ioffe  of  our  future  tranquillity  ;  that  they  would 
be  much  pleafed  if  the  King  would  felect  a  defign  for  their 
money,  as  he  would  undoubtedly,  upon  confideration,  allow 
the  continuance  of  the  colonial  coining  for  the  benefit  of 
commerce ;  not  only  had  the  oath  of  allegiance  been  taken,  but 
the  Kings  armes  alfo  the  Court  have  ordered  to  be  forthwith 
carved  by  an  able  artifi;  &  erredted  in  the  court  houfe.” 194 

In  this  letter  was  inclofed  an  anfwer  to  the  objections 
againfi:  the  laws  of  the  colony  urged  by  the  Solicitor  and 
the  Attorney-General,  ftating  that  the  word  “  Common¬ 
wealth  ”  would  not  be  ufed  in  the  future ;  that  the  Quakers, 
who  were  intruders,  and  had  carried  themfelves  “  contemp- 

tuoufly 

194  M affachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  age  that  the  ftoppage  thereof  will  in- 
p.  201.  Letter  of  General  Court  to  evitably  be  to  our  neceflary  comerce, 
the  Agents  in  England,  io  October,  and  the  abatement  of  his  majties  cuf- 
1678.  The  claufe  in  regard  to  coining  tomes,  yearly  accruing  by  our  merchants 
is  as  follows :  “  As  for  that  particular  &  navigation,  &  is  paid  in  London,  his 
of  our  coyning  money  wth  our  oune  maj‘y  will  not  account  thofe  to  be  freinds 
imprefs,  his  maj‘y  of  his  gratious  cle-  to  his  Croune  that  fhall  feeke  to  inter- 
mency  towards  us,  hath  not  binn  pleafed  rupt  us  therein;  and  for  the  imprefs 
as  yet  to  declare  his  pleafure  therein  ;  put  upon  it,  wee  fhall  take  it  as  his 
and  wee  have  confidence  that,  when  he  majties  fignall  ouning  us,  if  he  will  pleafe 
fhall  truely  be  informed  of  the  fimplicity  to  order  fuch  an  impreffe  as  fhall  be  to 
of  our  actings,  the  publicke  joy  thereof  him  moft  acceptable.” 
to  his  fubjedls  here,  and  the  great  dam- 
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tuoufly  againft  authority,  and  were  diffeminating  and  in- 
finuating  their  damnable  opinions,”  had  been  punifhed  for 
breaking  the  laws  of  the  colony,  juft  as  the  Jefuits  had  been 
punifhed  in  England  for  tranfgrefting  the  laws  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  that  condemned  perfons  are  allowed  to  make  their 
wills,  as  it  is  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Eaft  Greenwich, 
and  confequently  in  accordance  with  their  patent;  that,  in 
addition  to  the  reafons  already  affigned  for  coining,  it  was 
to  prevent  fraud,  much  counterfeit  Spanifh  money  being 
brought  into  the  colony ;  that  there  was  no  negledt  in  trying 
to  arreft  Goffe  and  Whalley;  in  regard  to  the  Adts  of  Navi¬ 
gation  the  laws  of  England  are  “  according  to  the  ufuall 
fayings  of  the  learned  in  the  lawe  bounded  wthin  the  fower 
feas,  and  doe  not  reach  Amerrica.  The  fubjedts  of  his  majtie 
here  being  not  reprefented  in  Parliament,  fo  wee  have  not 
looked  at  ourfelves  to  be  impeded  in  our  trade  by  them  ” ;  ftill, 
in  obedience  to  the  King’s  wifhes,  a  law  was  paffed  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  in  1677  in  conformity  with  the  Adts  of  Navigation, 
although  we  hope  “  to  obteyne  from  his  majefties  gracious 
favour  liberty  of  trade  for  the  encouraging  of  his  good  fub¬ 
jedts  in  a  wildernefs  &  hard  country.  It  feemes  hard  that 
wee  may  not  have  liberty  wth  our  fellow  fubjedts  in  England ; 
as  for  the  laws  that  feem  contrary  to  the  ftatutes  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  were  not  fo  confidered  when  they  were  enadted, 
we  will  repeal  thofe  that  fhall  appear  to  be  repugnant  upon 
examination,  and  for  the  future  none  will  be  paffed  without  the 
particular  licenfe  of  the  King,  except  fuch  as  will  make  us  to 
renounce  the  profeffed  caufe  of  our  firft  coming  hither.” 195 

Before 

195  Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  p.  198. 
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Before  the  letter  had  reached  the  agents,  great  excite¬ 
ment  prevailed  in  London  and  throughout  England  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fo-called  Popifh  plot,196  which  abforbed  the 
attention  of  the  government,  fufpending  temporarily  any 
marked  intereft  in  the  affairs  of  the  diftant  colonies.  The 
feeling  againft  all  forms  of  diffent  from  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  confidered  itfelf  the  bulwark  of  royalty,  running 
high,  the  queftion  of  the  King  at  the  Council  Board,  afking 
what  difadvantages  the  members  of  the  eftablifhed  Church 
labored  under  in  New  England  feemed  natural.  To  this 
queftion  Randolph  replied  by  a  written  communication,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Committee  on  January  15,  entitled,  “  The  Ill 
Treatment  the  Church  of  England  receives  in  Bofton,”  in 
which,  after  quoting  the  laws  of  the  colony  reftridting  the 
privileges  of  freemen  to  members  of  the  Congregational 
churches,  and  impofing  a  fine  for  non-attendance,  prays  “  in 
behalf  of  his  Majtys  good  and  loyall  fubjebts  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  ”  that  the  King  will  fignify  his  pleafure  to  Maffachufetts 
and  the  other  colonies  that  “  all  perfons  declaring  to  the 
next  Magiftrate  their  conformity  to  the  Church  of  England, 
having  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  be  forthwith  admitted 
to  be  ffreemen,  and  be  made  capable  of  being  chofen  to 
the  Magiftracy,  and  to  have  an  Exemption  from  the  Laws 
obliging  all  perfons  to  come  to  their  Independent  and  con¬ 
gregational  Churches,  And  that  all  Minifters  have  ffree 

liberty 

196  Letter  in  Maffachufetts  Hijlori-  to  be  paralleled  in  any  hiftory.  It  was 
cal  Society  Collections,  Fourth  Series ,  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  King,  to 
Vol.  VIII.,  p.  345.  January  21,  1678-9.  fubvert  the  government,  deftroy  the 
“  About  October  there  was  a  difcovery  Proteftants  &  Proteftant  Religion,  to 
of  fuch  a  hellifh  plot  &  defigne  of  the  reftore  Popery,  —  the  firft  who  revealed 
Popifh  Jefuitical  party,  as  I  think  is  not  it  was  Mr  Oates.” 
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liberty  to  read  divine  Service  and  adminifter  the  Sacraments 
of  Baptifme  and  the  Lords  Supper  according  to  the  Rights 
[rites]  of  the  Church  of  England.”  197  This  was  followed  on 
February  6  by  a  petition  from  Randolph,  begging  that  a 
report  might  be  made  in  Council  upon  the  “  neceftity  of 
fending  an  Orthodox  Minifter  to  New  England.”  The  Com¬ 
mittee  agreed  to  report  that  as  liberty  of  confcience  was  the 
motive  for  granting  the  royal  charter,  by  which  no  laws 
repugnant  to  thofe  of  England  can  be  paffed,  “  befldes  the 
readinefs  of  many  loyal  Inhabitants  to  receive  fuch  a  Minif¬ 
ter  as  might  preach  and  adminifter  the  Sacraments  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rights  [rites]  of  the  Church  of  England,  their 
Lops  are  of  opinion  that  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London  bee 
diredted  to  appoint  forthwith  fome  able  minifter  to  goe  and 
refide  at  Bofton  in  New  England,  and  to  appoint  foe  many 
others  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Country  fhall  bee  willing  to 
maintain,  and  will  farther  advife  His  Matle  that  all  perfons 
taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  joyning  themfelves  with 
the  Congregation  of  the  Minifter  to  bee  appointed  by  the 
Lord  Bifhop  of  London  and  having  obtained  a  Certificate 
under  the  hand  of  the  faid  minifter  and  three  of  ye  faid  Con¬ 
gregation,  of  their  conformity  to  the  Church  of  England 
fhall  bee  by  His  Matys  exprefs  Orders  declared  as  capable  of 
all  freedoms  and  privileges  as  any  other  perfon  whatfoever, 
and  that  all  penaltys  impofed  on  fuch  perfons  by  reafon  of 
yeir  abfenting  or  withdrawing  themfelves  from  any  other  pub¬ 
lic 


197  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  in  Councill.  The  Ill  Treatment  the 
53  (i74)-  The  humble  Anfwer  of  Ed-  Church  of  England  receives  in  Bofton, 
ward  Randolph  to  his  Majts  Queftion  15  January,  1678-9,  pojl. 

VOL.  1.  —  15 
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lie  meetings  of  divine  Service  fhall  be  taken  off,  and  the 
Laws  inflidfing  the  fame  forthwith  repealed.” 198 

It  being  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty  how  he  would  be 
received  in  Maffachufetts,  and  how  he  would  be  able  to 
execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  face  of  the  independent 
attitude  difplayed  by  the  colonifts,  in  addition  to  the  queftion 
of  falary,  Randolph  propofed,  in  order  to  “  reduce  that  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  due  obedience  to  His  Maty,”  that  the  King’s 
commands  fignified  in  his  letters  of  1662  fhould  be  carried 
out.  If  thefe  commands  were  complied  with,  he  would  “  bee 
the  better  enabled  to  purfue  his  Inftrudfions.”  199  He  pro¬ 
pofed  further  that  “  all  Lawes  repugnant  to  the  Lawes  of 
England  be  declared  void  and  repealed  at  the  next  General 
Court  at  Bofton,  And  no  Law  for  the  future  to  be  valid  and 
of  force  amongfl  them  till  allowed  of  and  confirmed  by  His 
Maty  in  Councill ;  that  the  Number  of  Magiffrates  in  that 
Colony  be  not  fewer  then  Eighteen,  and  that  untill  his 
Maty  fhall  pleafe  to  appoint  a  General  Governo1",  Jofiah 
Winflow,  Efqr  (late  General  of  the  fforces  of  the  united 
Colonies  in  the  Indian  Warre)  may  be  appointed  his  Matys 
Major  General  of  that  whole  plantation,”  with  deputy  lieuten¬ 
ants  to  fettle  the  militia  of  the  feveral  colonies,  and  to  give 
out  commiffions  for  the  future  only  in  the  King’s  name.200 

The  queftion  of  falary  was  fettled  by  the  Committee  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Cuftoms,  one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  and  as 
a  reward  for  his  paft  fervices,  it  was  to  commence  from  the 

date 

198  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry  collecting  cuftoms,  22  February,  1678-9, 
Book  105,  p.  295.  Concerning  the  fend-  pojl. 

ing  of  an  Orthodox  Minifter  to  New  200  Ibid.,  Bundle  53  (179).  Pro- 
England,  6  February,  1678-9,  pojl.  pofalls  ab  y‘  Maffachufets,  22  Feb- 

199  Ibid.,  105,  p.  312.  Proposals  about  ruary,  1678-9,  pojl. 
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date  of  his  arrival  from  New  England,  the  ioth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1676,  but  they  thought  there  was  “danger  in  fending 
over  a  Collector  of  the  Cuftoms  to  New  England,  untill 
there  be  further  progrefs  made  for  fetling  that  Country.”201 
Randolph’s  propofals  having  been  fubmitted  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  he  reported  on  the  8th  of  March  that  undoubt¬ 
edly  if  they  could  be  carried  out,  the  talk  of  the  Collector 
would  be  rendered  eafier,  but  confidering  that  the  royal 
commiffioners  of  1665,  “  who  did  never  attempt  foe  great 
Reformations,  as  are  now  propofed,  were  withftood  and 
defeated  in  their  efforts,  it  would  be  wifer  to  weigh  them 
maturely,  leaf!  His  Matys  intentions  fhould  be  foiled  for  the 
want  of  Authority  in  Mr  Randolph  to  fupport  them.”  202  The 
Committee,  whofe  views  harmonized  with  thofe  expreffed  in 
the  report,  agreed  “  that  until  His  Matie  fhall  give  thofe  His 
Subjects  to  underftand  that  hee  is  folemnly  bent  upon  a 
general  reformation  of  the  abufes  in  their  Governm*  Wee 
cannot  hope  for  any  good  from  the  Tingle  endeavours  of  any 
officer  that  may  there  be  fent,  but  rather  contradiction  and 
difrefpeCt  in  all  that  fhall  bee  endeavoured  for  his  Mat!es  fer- 
vice  if  they  will  but  call  it  an  infringem*  of  their  Charter,” 
and  confidering  that  a  general  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
colony  is  being  prepared  in  which  “  fuch  expedients  are  to 
bee  offered  as  may  bring  them  to  a  dependance  on  His 
Maties  authority  equall  to  that  of  other  colonies  which  Wee 
think  His  Maties  fteddy  refolution  may  effeCt  Wee  therefore 

leave 

201  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  202  Ibid.,  Bundle  53  (180).  Sr  Rob4 
Book  105,  p.  316.  Randolph’s  Petition  Southwell’s  report  concerning  Mr  Ran- 
for  Reward,  &c.,  3  March,  1678-9,  dolph’s  propofalls,  8  March,  1678-9, 
pojl.  poft. 
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leave  it  unto  your  Lops  [Lord  Treafurer]  confederation 
whether  it  bee  not  belt  to  fufpend  the  departure  of  any 
fuch  officer  untill  there  bee  a  finall  refolution  taken  in  this 
matter.”  203 

The  agents  being  very  defirous  of  returning  home,  after 
an  abfence  of  more  than  two  years,  the  Committee  finally 
confented  to  advife  the  King  to  grant  the  defired  permiffion, 
and  to  write  a  letter  to  the  colony,  “  as  may  keep  things  there 
in  a  fair  way  of  amendment,  untill  a  fitter  feafon  fhall  pre- 
fent  to  reaffiime  this  whole  bufinefs,  for  the  profecution  of 
the  Popifh  Plot  had  not  left  a  fufficient  leafure  for  a  perfedt 
fettlement.”  The  letter  was  to  command  the  magiftrates  to 
fend  over  two  other  agents,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
fully  empowered,  and  to  flate  that  the  King’s  wifhes  are 
to  be  complied  with  in  regard  to  allowing  “  thofe  who  defire 
to  ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the  Church  of  England  to  bee 
made  capable  of  magiftracy,  and  that  neither  they  nor  any 
other  be  fubjedl  to  forfeitures  or  other  incapacities  for  the 
fake  of  their  Religion ;  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen 
Affiftants  to  be  obferved ;  all  military  commiffions  and  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings  to  run  in  the  King’s  name ;  all  laws  in¬ 
continent  with  the  A6ts  of  Trade  and  Navigation  to  be 
abolifhed,  for  the  better  obfervance  whereof  they  are  to 

affift 

203  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  one  of  Bofton,  in  the  weft,  who  was  fo 
Book  6o,  p.  343.  Lett*-  from  the  Com-  ingenuous  as  to  fend  the  very  original 
mtee  to  the  Lord  Trear  touching  Mr  to  us,  we  perceive  great  things  are 
Randolph,  io  March,  1678-9 ,poJl.  upon  the  wheels  relating  to  us,  in  his 

In  the  Hi/lory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  airy  fancy.  They  were  fuch  as  not  to 
by  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Vol.  I.  p.  330,  be  committed  to  paper,  but  to  be  corn¬ 
ed.  1765,  a  note  gives  the  following:  municated  in  the  fafer  way  of  private 
“  Mr.  Randolph  yet  waits  to  get  the  discourfe.  Bulkley’s  letter  to  Brad- 
country  better  qualified  for  his  recep-  ford,  1679.” 
tion.  By  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
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affifl  Mr  Randolph  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft;  that  His 
Maty  doth  take  it  very  ill  that,  while  the  complaint  of  Mr 
Gorges  was  yet  under  confideration,  they  fhould  prefume  to 
purchafe  His  intereft  in  the  Province  of  Maine ;  he  is  re- 
folved  to  take  New  Hampfhire  into  his  own  immediate  care, 
inftead  of  gratifying  them  with  the  government  of  a  portion 
of  it,  and  ordering  the  magiftrates  to  recal  all  Commiffions 
and  Powers  of  Government  fetled  by  them  in  that  Pro¬ 
vince.”  204 

While  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  were  denouncing  the 
adlion  of  Maffachufetts  in  purchafing  the  Province  of  Maine, 
the  General  Court  on  May  28th  voted  “to  keep  the  faid 
Province  in  the  country’s  hand,”  205  and  alfo  voted,  after 
comparing  their  laws  with  thofe  of  Parliament  in  regard  to 
trade,  that  the  Governor  and  Council  fhould  have  power 
to  “  imploy  fuch  perfons  in  the  feverall  ports  as  they  fhall 
fee  meete,”  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  A6ts  of  Naviga¬ 
tion,206  fhowing  a  determination  to  keep  the  execution  of  all 
laws  concerning  themfelves  in  their  own  hands. 

The  Committee,  ffcill  indignant  at  the  condu6t  of  Maffa¬ 
chufetts,  gave  expreffion  to  their  feelings  at  a  meeting  on 
June  19,  faying,  “  Their  Lop.s  look  upon  the  prefumption  of 
the  Maffachufetts  in  buying  the  Province  of  Maine,  while 

the 

204  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  to  return  the  agents  in  due  time.”  See 
Book  106,  p.  8.  Agents  return  home,  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  p.  221. 
&c.,  20  May,  1679 ,pofl.  205  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 

The  General  Court  on  May  28th  or-  p.  335.  Maine  not  to  be  fold,  28  May, 
dered  the  2d  Thurfday  of  July  to  be  a  1679;  alfo  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol. 
day  of  humiliation  on  account  “of  the  V.  p.  226. 

darke  clouds  impending  over  the  Eng-  206  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  LXI. 

lifh  nation,  to  entreate  the  Lord  to  con-  p.  183,  nth  of  June,  1679;  a^°  in  Maf- 
tinue  our  liberties,  civil  &  facred,  and  fachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  p.  236,  un¬ 
der  date  of  May  30. 
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the  Complaints  of  Mr  Gorges  were  under  confederation,  to 
bee  of  fuch  evil  Confequence,  that  they  agree  to  Report  that, 
upon  reimburfement  of  what  fhall  appear  to  have  been  paid 
for  the  fame,  that  Colony  bee  obliged  to  make  a  Surrender 
of  all  Deeds  and  Writings  thereof  into  His  Matys  hands.”  At 
the  fame  meeting  they  expreffed  the  opinion  that  the  report 
allowing  members  of  all  denominations  to  be  eligible  to  the 
magiftracy  fhould  be  amended  fo  as  to  exclude  Papifts,  and 
they  alfo  reported  in  favor  of  a  reward  for  Mr.  Randolph  for 
his  fervices  and  long  attendance.207  The  reward  granted 
to  Randolph  was  approved  of  by  the  King,  amounting  to 
^175,  being  his  falary  computed  from  10  September,  1676, 
to  12  June,  1678,  “from  which  time  hee  has  been  already 
paid  in  confideracon  of  his  faid  Office  in  New  England.” 208 

The  fuggeftions  made  by  the  Committee  were  approved 
of  by  an  Order  in  Council,  the  King  being  prefent,  on  June 
20th,  and  a  royal  letter  prepared  to  be  carried  to  Maffachu- 
fetts  by  the  returning  agents,  in  which  the  King  takes  new 
ground  againfl  the  Colony,  faying  that  “  fince  the  Charter, 
by  its  frame  and  contents,  was  originally  to  be  executed  in 
this  Kingdome  and  not  in  New  England,  otherwife  then  by 
deputation  (as  is  accordingly  pradtifed  in  all  other  charters 
of  like  nature)  ’t  is  not  poffible  to  effablifh  that  perfedt  fet- 
tlement  wee  fo  much  delire,  until  thefe  things  are  better 
underflood  ” ;  pleafure  is  expreffed  that  the  oath  of  Allegi¬ 
ance  was  taken  by  the  colonifls  fo  readily,  “  which  is  a  clear 
manifeflation  to  us  that  the  unanfwerable  defedl  in  that  par¬ 
ticular 

207  State  Papers, Colonial,  Entry  Book  208  Ibid.,  60,  p.  359.  Concerning 
106,  p.  21.  Report  approved  with  cer-  Randolph’s  falary,  20  June,  1679 
tain  amendments,  19  June,  1679 ,poJl. 
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ticular  was  but  the  fault  of  a  very  few  in  power,”  leading  to 
the  expectation  that  the  commands  will  alfo  be  complied 
with,  regarding  the  eligibility  of  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  magiftracy,  the  qualification  of  freemen,  and  the 
proper  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade,  for  which  Edward 
Randolph  has  been  appointed  collector,  furveyor  and 
fearcher  under  the  broad  feal  of  England,  “  recommending 
him  to  your  help  and  affiftance  in  all  things  that  may  be 
requifite  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft;  there  is  one  thing 
which  wee  cannot  omit  to  let  you  know  wee  are  furprized  at, 
which  is,  that  during  the  time  wee  had  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Gorges  under  our  confideration,  you  fhould  prefume, 
without  afking  our  royall  permiffion,  to  purchafe  his  intereft 
in  the  province  of  Maine,  the  truth  whereof  is  but  lately 
owned  by  your  agents,  and  wee  do  expecSt  upon  reimburfe- 
ment  of  what  has  been  paid  that  there  be  a  furrender  of  all 
deeds  and  writings  into  our  hands  to  be  brought  over  by 
your  future  agents,  as  wee  were  fometime  in  treaty  for  the 
faid  province,  and  do  difapprove  of  what  you  have  done 
therein,”  and,  as  for  New  Hampfhire,  the  government  is  to 
reft  in  the  King’s  hands.209  The  letter  was  tranfmitted  to 
the  agents  on  Auguft  9,  while  four  letters  directed  to  the 
Governors  of  the  colonies  of  New  England,  requiring  them 
to  return  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  their  governments,  and 

directing 

209  M a [fach ufetts  Hijlorical  Society  die  52  (138)  ;  alfo  Jennefs'  Tran- 
Colleftions,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  II.  fcripts,  p.  83.  Robert  Mafon  writes,  af- 
p.  289.  Order  in  Council,  20  June,  1679,  ter  fpeaking  of  the  fale  of  Maine: 
pojl.  “  ouvertures  have  alfo  been  lately  made 

Mr.  Mafon  had  written  to  the  King  to  me  for  my  province  by  the  Maffachu- 
25  March,  1678,  that  Gorges  had  fold  fetts  colony,  but  declined,  as  I  expedl 
Maine,  fee  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bun-  the  King  to  do  me  juftice.” 
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directing  the  colony  of  New  Plymouth  to  fend  a  copy  of 
their  patent,  were  given  to  Mr.  Randolph.  Upon  his  in¬ 
forming  the  Committee  that  he  was  ready  to  depart,  they 
notified  him  that  the  inftrudtions  formerly  given  were  to  be 
obferved  “  as  far  as  they  fute  with  the  prefent  conftitution 
of  affaires  in  thofe  parts.” 210  Before  his  departure,  the 
legal  advice  was  afked  of  the  Attorney  General,  Sir  William 
Jones,  in  regard  to  the  validity  of  the  Maffachufetts  char¬ 
ter  and  the  grants  made  to  Captain  John  Mafon.  The 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  coincided  with  that  pre- 
vioufly  given  by  the  Lords  Chief  Jufiices,  that  the  patent 
of  the  Maffachufetts  colony  carried  with  it  the  power  of 
government,  and  of  making  laws  not  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
England,  on  the  faith  of  which  the  planters  had  tranfported 
themfelves  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  purchafing  the  lands  poffeffed 
by  the  natives;  that  Mr.  Mafon  had  no  right  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  New  Hampfhire,  and  his  claim  to  the  foil  mull  be 
tried  on  the  fpot  by  local  courts,  or  courts  eredted  by  the 
King." 211 

Although  Randolph  figned  on  September  25th  a  re¬ 
ceipt  212  for  the  letters  addreffed  to  the  Governors  of  Con¬ 
necticut 

210  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  board  a  New  England  velTel,  which 

Book  106,  p.  68.  Randolph’s  depar-  never  reached  its  deftination.  “  Thus 
ture,  under  date  of  30  July,  1679,  New  Hampfhire  was  deprived  of  thofe 

211  Hi/lory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay ,  by  memorials  of  royalty.”  See  Hiflorical 

T.  Hutchinfon,  1765,  Vol.  I.  p.  315.  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle,  p.  192.  Ran- 
Opinion  of  Sir  William  Jones,  Attorney  dolph’s  Narrative  in  Maffachufetts  Ar • 
General,  18  September,  1679.  1°  this  chives ,  Vol.  CXXVII.  pp.  218-220. 

opinion  all  the  grants  are  fully  reviewed.  “  I  fhipped,  29  October,  1679,  all  mY 

212  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  goods  and  houfehold  ftuffe  of  a  confider- 

53  (181).  Receipt  of  Randolph,  25  able  value  upon  a  velfell  belonging  to 
September,  \6"ig,  pofl.  New  England,  and  are  loft  at  fea,  to- 

The  portrait,  the  royal  arms,  the  feal  gether  with  his  late  Majefties  portrait 
and  prefs  were  placed  by  Randolph  on  and  Royal  Armes  fent  to  N.  Hampfhire.” 
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nedticut,  Rhode  Ifland,  Plymouth,  and  Maffachufetts,  four 
commiffions  for  fwearing  them  to  obferve  the  Adts  of  Navi¬ 
gation,  a  commifiion  for  the  Governor  of  New  Hampfhire, 
the  late  King’s  portrait,  the  royal  arms  and  feal  for  that 
province,  and  received  next  day  another  letter  for  Gover¬ 
nor  Winflow  of  Plymouth,  in  which  Secretary  Coventry 
fays :  “  I  pray  receive  Mr  Randolph  Civilly  as  a  perfon  the 
King  beleevth  very  well  of,” 213  he  did  not  fail  until  the 
end  of  October,  arriving  in  New  York  on  December  the 
7th.  On  his  way  eaftward  he  took  pofleflion  of  the  Narra- 
ganfett  country  for  the  King,  vifiting  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Plymouth,  Bofton,  and  finally  reaching  Portfmouth, 
his  deftination,  on  the  27th.214  Three  days  later,  on  the  30th  of 
December,  he  delivered  to  Mr.  John  Cutts,  whom  he  defcribes 
as  old  and  infirm,  but  juft  and  honeft,  and  “caft  out  of  all 
Publick  Employment  by  the  Government  of  Bofton,”  the 
royal  commifiion  conftituting  him  Prefident  of  the  Province  of 
New  Hampfhire.  The  tafk  of  fettling  the  province  was,  how¬ 
ever, 

large  Commiffion  that  impowers  cer- 
taine  feledt  men  of  our  Colony es  with 
our  councell  to  fwear  or  Governour  to 
be  true  to  an  A6t  made  aboute  promoting 
of  fea  afaires  ...  he  makes  fpeed  to 
Bofton  (where  I  think  he  will  be  little 
welcomed)  to  fettle  his  Majefties  Com¬ 
mands  before  the  meffengers  come.” 

Connecticut  Colonial  Records ,  Vol. 
III.  p.  308.  Letter  of  Governor  and 
Council  to  Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms, 
Jan.  24,  1680,  fpeaks  of  Randolph  being 
lately  in  that  colony.  “We  fhall  be 
ready  to  grant  Mr.  Randolph  fuch  necef- 
fary  ayd  and  affiftance  as  fhall  be  re- 
quifite,  unto  whome  we  have  fhewed  civ¬ 
ility  according  to  our  capacitie.” 

vol.  I. — 16 


213  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
53  (I51)-  To  the  Govr  of  N.  Plimouth 
in  anfwr  to  one  of  ye  I  of  July.  26  Sep¬ 
tember,  1679, 

214  Manufcript  letter  of  Major  William 
Bradford  to  John  Cotton,  belonging  to 
the  Cotton  Papers ,  Part  VIII.  p.  15,  in 
the  Bofton  Public  Library,  dated  20 
December,  1679,  in  which  is  faid,  Mr. 
Randolph  “  is  gon  to  Bofton  this  day 
and  hath  taken  poffeffion  of  Narragan- 
fet  for  his  Majftes  provence,  as  he  came 
a  long,  and  vifited  Rhoad  Ifland  and  is 
bound  farther,  as  he  faith,  for  the  Eaft- 
erne  parts,  and  efpecially  to  fettle  mr 
Mafon’s  intereft,  whom  he  looks  for 
over  in  the  fpringe  ...  he  brought  a 
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ever,  more  difficult  than  it  was  fuppofed  would  be  the  case, 
as  Mr.  Waldern  and  Mr.  Martin  named  in  the  commiffion 
obftrudted  the  execution  of  it,  mifreprefenting  the  King’s 
orders,  while  “  the  Church  Party  oppofe  and  abufe  the  honeft 
Party  by  falfe  Reports ;  Great  endeavours  had  been  ufed 
to  difappoint  His  Maties  Comiffion,  The  Govern!  of  Bofton 
privately  giving  all  affiftance  and  encouragem4  to  withltand 
it,  promifing  to  defend  Their  mutinies  at  the  Councill 
Chamber  when  Their  Agents  fhall  attend  His  Ma7,  but  the 
Prefid1  and  Councill  had  at  length  taken  the  Oath  of  Alle¬ 
giance  &  fupremacy  and  enter’d  upon  the  Execuon  of  His 
Maties  Comiffion  confirming  all  military  &  civill  officers  till 
further  care  fhould  be  taken.”  215  In  his  letter  to  Governor 
Jofiah  Window,  of  Plymouth,  dated  from  Bofton,  29  Janu¬ 
ary,  1679-80,  having  reached  there  the  day  before,  after  a 
fhort  ftay  at  Salem,  he  writes  that  he  remained  in  New 
Hampfhire  from  the  27th  of  December  to  the  2 2d  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  “  all  little  enough  to  get  that  part  of  the  country  to 
accept  of  his  Majt,es  authority,”  as  feveral  of  the  new  Council 
own  large  tradls  granted  by  Mr.  Mafon,  or  had  been  fworn 
to  the  government  of  Bofton,  although  the  people  generally 
are  fatisfied  with  the  royal  commiffion.  “  At  firft,  only  Mr. 
Cutts  and  an  other,  accepted,  and  would  proceed ;  whofe 
refolute  inftrudtions  brought  in  the  other  five,  viz.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Vaughan,  Danniell,  Huftey  and  Waldern,  very  much 

againft 

215  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Btmdle  “  His  Majefties  Government  declared 
53  (2I2)-  Abftrafl  of  letters  received  and  owned  in  the  Province  of  New 
from  Mr.  Randolph,  of  various  dates,  Hampfhire,”  15  January,  1679-80,  Ran- 
from  4  January  to  14  February  inclu-  dolph’s  Narrative  i n  Majfachufetts  Ar- 
five,  pojl.  chives ,  Vol.  CXXVII.  pp.  218-220. 
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againft  the  expectation  of  his  party  here  in  this  town.  This 
very  much  ftartles  the  government  here.”  He  then  regrets 
he  is  unable  to  go  to  Plymouth,  as  he  had  intended,  on 
account  of  the  meeting,  in  a  few  days,  of  the  General  Court ; 
the  news  from  home  is  excellent,  the  Court  party  in  the 
afcendency,  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  York  having  re¬ 
turned  to  England  from  Flanders,  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
reconciled  to  his  father,  the  King,  and  an  invitation  to  din¬ 
ner  had  been  given  to  the  King  and  Duke  from  “  the  lieu¬ 
tenancy  of  the  city,  who  came  in  a  great  body  to  White¬ 
hall  ;  the  Lord  Mayor  being  their  mouth,  made  a  very 
acceptable  fpeech  to  the  King  and  Duke.  So  that  God 
aflifting,  all  things  look  very  pleafing  at  home.”  He  urges 
the  Governor  to  repair  to  London  in  order  to  counteract 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Crown,  who  had  petitioned  for  the  lands  at 
Mount  Hope  conquered  in  King  Philip’s  war,  which  were 
in  difpute,  but  particularly,  “  confidering  the  neceffity  there 
is  of  renewing  your  charter,  you  can  never  do  your  colony 
greater  fervice  than  to  appear  yourfelf  at  Whitehall.  I 
know  not  yet  but  I  may  wait  upon  you  to  England,  intend¬ 
ing  to  be  udiere  I  may  be  mod:  ferviceable  to  his  Majelty’s 
affairs.  I  am  received  at  Bolton  more  like  a  fpy,  than  one 
of  His  Majefty’s  fervants.  They  kept  a  day  of  thanks  for 
the  return  of  their  agents ;  but  have  prepared  a  welcome 
for  me,  by  a  paper  of  fcandalous  verfes,216  all  perfons  taking 
liberty  to  abufe  me  in  their  difcourfes,  of  which  I  take  the 
more  notice,  becaufe  it  fo  much  reflects  upon  my  matter, 

who 

216  For  the  Verfes  fee  Farmer  and  Moore's  Hijlorical  Collections,  Vol.  III. 
P-  3°>  pojl. 
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who  will  not  forget  it.  I  intend  upon  the  firft  vacancy,  to 
wait  upon  you,  having  more  to  communicate  than  is,  at  this 
time,  fit  to  truft  to  paper.” 217 

In  his  letters  to  the  Committee  he  reports  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bofton  murmur  at  the  great  expenfe  of  their  late 
agents  in  England,  fome  computing  they  fpent  nearly  four 
thoufand  pounds,  while  the  people  of  Maine  complain  bit¬ 
terly  that  in  the  late  Indian  war  they  fuffered  more  mif- 
chief  “from  the  cowardice  and  inadvertency  of  their  Church- 
member  officers  than  from  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians  them- 
felves  ” ;  befides,  the  Bofton  government  had  levied  a  tax 
on  the  towns  of  Kittery,  York  and  Wells,  amounting  to 
more  than  three  thoufand  pounds  ;  in  their  difcourfe  with 
him  fome  of  the  inhabitants  have  offered  to  advance  as 
much  money  as  Maflachufetts  had  paid  to  buy  back  their 
province,  provided  they  could  have  a  feparate  government, 
a  petition  having  already  gone  to  the  King  “  complaining 
that  they  are  barter’d  and  fold  from  man  to  man  like  Slaves 
in  Algiers.”  As  for  the  Maffachufetts  people,  “  they  are 
now  adting  as  high  as  ever,”  notwithftanding  the  protefta- 
tions  of  duty  and  obedience  fo  often  uttered  by  their  agents ; 
they  continue  to  collect  cuftoms  and  coin  money  ;  they  have 
not  feized  a  fingle  fhip  for  irregular  trading,  although  they 
have  laws  to  prevent  it ;  “  it  is  in  every  man’s  mouth  that 
they  are  not  Subjedt  to  the  Laws  of  England,  neither  are 
they  of  any  force  till  confirmed  by  their  authority  ” ;  wher¬ 
ever  he  had  travelled,  except  at  New  Plymouth,  he  had 

noticed 

217  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Jofiah  Winflow,  relative  to  his  proceed- 
Colleftions ,  Second  Series ,  Vol.  VI.  ings  at  Pifcataqua,  Bofton,  29  January, 
p.  92.  Randolph’s  letter  to  Governor  1679-80,  pojl. 
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noticed  that  the  people  were  very  unfettled,  contending 
about  lands  and  boundaries  ;  hardly  one  child  had  been 
baptized  in  the  whole  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland,  none  lately 
in  Maine,  and  few  only  in  the  other  colonies,  therefore 
nothing  will  be  more  welcome  than  the  King’s  letter  enjoin¬ 
ing  only  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  qualification  to  the 
magiftracy,  and  that  all  children  be  admitted  to  baptifm  ; 
“  there  is  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  Eredling  a  Great  Councill 
chofen  out  of  the  chiefeft  &  belt  of  every  Colony,  with  a 
Prefident  to  which  men  may  appeale  from  the  feverall  Judi¬ 
catures  of  Each  Colony,  elfe  They  will  never  be  quiet,  nor 
then  long  till  His  Maty  fend  over  a  Generali  Govern1”; 
a  Court  of  Admiralty  ought  alfo  to  be  eftablifhed,  as  prizes 
are  being  brought  into  port,  and  feveral  privateers  have 
failed  for  the  Weft  Indies;  “the  Merchants  of  Bofton 
perfuade  themfelves  that  upon  their  paying  id  p  pd  for 
Tobacco  at  Virginia,  &c.,  They  have  liberty  to  carry  it 
whether  They  pleafe,  and  will  make  fhortly  Propofals  to  His 
Maty  about  Trade ;  the  contentions  of  the  rival  parties  con¬ 
cerning  the  jurifdidtion  over  the  Narraganfet  country  are 
fo  great  that  it  would  be  better  to  eftablifh  a  diftindt  govern¬ 
ment  there.”  Laflly,  he  makes  a  requeft  to  the  Lords  for 
fome  allowance  for  his  extraordinary  expenfes,  which  are 
very  great  in  the  King’s  service.218 

The  eflablifhment  of  a  prefident  by  royal  authority  in  the 
bordering  province  of  New  Hampfhire  was  followed  almoft 

immediately 

218  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Bundle  Bulkley,  “  as  a  finale  retribution  for 
53  (212 ~),poJl .  their  fervices  ”  in  England.  See  Maffa- 

The  General  Court  voted  ^150  chufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  263,  4 
to  William  Stoughton  and  to  Peter  February,  1679-80. 
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immediately  by  the  appointment  of  a  prefident  for  the 
province  of  Maine  by  the  Maffachufetts  authorities,  they 
not  waiting  to  fee  what  would  be  the  refult  of  the  pro- 
pofed  demand  for  the  furrender  of  the  province  into  the 
King’s  hands  upon  reimburfement  of  what  had  been  paid.219 
Although  succefsful  in  New  Hampfhire,  Randolph  did  not 
fucceed  in  perfuading  Governor  Leverett  to  take  the  oath 
to  execute  the  A6t  of  Navigation,  the  commiffion  to  exatt 
the  oath  encroaching  apparently  on  the  chartered  rights  of 
Maffachufetts.220  However,  the  General  Court  paffed  an 
order  on  February  7th  empowering  one  of  the  Council 
to  adminifter  the  oath.221  On  the  nth  he  writes  to  the 
Committee,  defiring  “that  His  Comiftion  for  fwearing  the 
Governor  of  Bofton  may  be  reftored  to  him  again,”  and  hat¬ 
ing  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  execute  the  Atfls 
of  Trade  unlefs  his  authority  fhould  be  granted  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England,  and  not  come  merely  from  the  Cuftom 
Houfe  officials ;  befides  there  ought  to  be  an  order  of  Coun¬ 
cil  prohibiting  any  veffel  paffing  Bofton  caftle,  or  entering 

into 


219  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  263.  Government  to  be  fettled  in 
the  Province  of  Maine  4  February, 
1679-80,  “  appointing  a  prefident,  wth 
juftices  of  the  peace  &  other  officers,  as 
is  diredted  in  Mr  Gorges  patent.” 
Thomas  Danforth,  Deputy  Governor 
of  Maffachufetts,  was  made  Prefident 
of  Maine. 

220  Maffachufetts  Bay ,  by  T.  Hutchin- 

fon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  330.  “  Ran¬ 

dolph  brought  with  him  also  a  commif¬ 
fion  to  divers  perfons,  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  them,  to  adminifter  an  oath  to 
the  governor  faithfully  to  execute  the 
oath  required  by  the  Aft  of  Trade.  The 


Governor,  Mr.  Leveret,  did  not  take  the 
oath  in  confequence  of  that  commiffion.” 
The  commiffioners  were  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph,  Thomas  Savage,  William  Tay¬ 
lor,  George  Corwin,  Sr.,  Thomas  Brat¬ 
tle,  Thomas  Deane,  James  Whetcomb, 
Richard  Wharton,  John  Richards,  Hum¬ 
phrey  Warren,  Thomas  Kellond,  John 
Hubbard,  Humphrey  Davy,  and  Samuel 
Mofeley,  together  with  the  members  of 
the  Council  for  the  time  being. 

221  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  LXI. 
p.  207.  Order  as  to  oaths  concerning 
Navigation  and  Trade,  7  February, 
1679-80. 


127 


Edward  Randolph. 


into  any  of  the  ports  of  England  or  the  weftern  plantations 
without  his  certificate  of  clearing ;  that  “  His  Maty  may  if  he 
pleafe  make  fhort  work  by  bringing  a  Quo  Warranto  ag!  them, 
and  then  they  will  beg  that  on  their  knees  wch  now  they  will 
not  thank  His  Maty  for ;  there  was  certainly  more  difficulty 
in  the  commiflion  of  New  Hampfhire  then  in  a  Quo  War¬ 
ranto  ” ;  a  public  adt  ought  to  be  paffed  or  a  printed  declara¬ 
tion  iffued  to  convince  the  colonifts  that  they  muft  obey  the 
King’s  commands  without  waiting  for  the  fandtion  of  their 
own  government,  the  General  Court  “having  done  noth¬ 
ing,  he  hears,  as  to  His  Maties  letters  ” ;  the  inhabitants  of 
Dover  and  Portfmouth  have  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Alle¬ 
giance,  as  they  were  ordered ;  “  there  are  thoufands  in  all 
parts  unbaptized  ”  ;  in  addition  to  fome  extraordinary  allow¬ 
ance  for  his  winter  travels,  he  begs  he  may  be  made  Colledtor 
for  life.222 

For  the  purpofe  of  aiding  Mr.  Randolph  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  official  duties,  Simon  Bradftreet,  the  adting  Governor, 
Mr.  Leverett  dying  on  the  16th  of  March,223  iffued  an  order 
on  the  9th  that  the  conftables  of  the  neighboring  counties 
fhould  lend  affifiance  to  the  royal  Colledtor,  and  even  imprefs 
boats  for  him  in  case  of  neceffity,224  but  this  order  was 


obeyed  very  reludlantly. 


Although 


222  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
53  (208).  Abftratt  of  Letters  from  Mf 
Randolph,  from  5-25  February,  1679-80, 
pojl. 

228  M ajjachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections,  Second  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  44.  Order  of  March  at  the  funeral  of 
Governor  Leverett,  25  March,  1679-80. 
His  helmet,  gauntlets,  fpurs,  etc.,  were 
carried  in  the  proceffion  by  gentlemen, 


his  horfe  being  led  by  Capt.  William 
Gerrifh.  Mr.  Bradftreet  became  Deputy 
Governor  on  21  October,  1678,  by  fpe- 
cial  election,  after  the  death  of  Samuel 
Symonds. 

224  M a [fach ufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
LXI.  p.  209.  Order  relative  to  Edward 
Randolph,  as  Collector,  9  March, 
1679-80,  pojl. 
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Although  Thomas  Danforth  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
Maine  as  Prefident  of  the  Province,  there  was  doubt  among 
the  inhabitants  as  to  the  rightful  government  over  them, 
the  King  having  protefted  againfl  the  adlion  of  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  colony.  A  Declaration  was  therefore  iffued,  figned 
by  fifty-fix  inhabitants,  making  known  “  our  diffent  &  non¬ 
concurrence  in  any  fuch  method  of  Governm*  as  by  them  is 
intended  to  be  fettled  untill  His  Majties  pleafure  be  farther 
known,  to  whome  our  Allegiance  is  due.”  225  While  this 
expreffion  of  diffatisfadlion  came  from  Maine,  a  communi¬ 
cation  was  received  from  New  Hampfhire  thanking  in 
flrong  terms  the  colony  of  Maffachufetts  for  “your  great 
Care  for  us  &  Kindnes  towards  us  while  wee  dwelt  under  your 
fhadow ;  wee  fhould  have  heartily  rejoyced  if  it  had  feemed 
good  to  the  Lord  &  his  majty  to  have  fetled  us  in  the  fame 
capacity  as  formerly,”  and  not  caufed  a  feparation.226 

Although  the  magiftrates  had  given  orders  that  Randolph 
fhould  be  aided  in  carrying  out  his  inftrudtions,  obfiacles 
were  placed  in  his  way  and  rebuffs  given  which  were  ex¬ 
tremely  annoying.  Governor  Bradftreet  fpeaks  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  made  to  him  by  Randolph  of  the  affronts  he  has  fuf- 
fered,  “  which  would  have  bene  feverely  anymadverted  upon 
could  the  perfons  offending  have  bene  knowne.  It  is  true 

the 

^  Maffachufetts  Archives,  V ol.  III.  Province,  upon  the  18th  of  March, 
p.  341.  Declaration  of  inhabitants  of  i679[8o]. 

Maine  againft  the  jurifdidtion  of  Mafia-  226  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
chufetts.  This  declaration  was  deliv-  p.  280.  Letter  of  Prefident  Cutts  of 
ered  to  Mr  Thomas  Danforth,  fent  over  New  Hampfhire  to  the  General  Court, 
by  the  Govern"  &  Councill  of  Bofton  as  dated  at  Portfmouth,  25  March,  1680! 
their  Prefident  of  the  Province  of  Maine  figned  by  John  Cutt,  Prefident,  wth  the 
fitting  then  in  Court  at  York,  in  the  faid  confent  of  the  Council  and  Generali 

Affembly. 
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the  people  here  fhew  him  lyttle  refpedf,  or  good  affeccon, 
becaufe  they  generally  looke  att  him  as  one  that  beares  noe 
good  will  to  the  country,  but  fought  the  ruin  of  it,  by  being 
a  meanes  and  inftrument  highly  to  incenfe  his  ma’tie  and 
y’r  honers  againft  this  poore  place,  and  people ;  he  hath 
bene  very  adfive  and  diligent  fince  he  came  hither,  and  hath 
had  as  much  helpe  and  affiftance  from  myfelfe  as  I  was  able 
to  afford,  or  hee  in  reafon  could  defire,  yet  I  doe  not  heare 
that  hee  hath  mett  with  any  forfeits  in  this  place,  that  hee 
hath  feene  caufe  to  bring  to  tryall.”  227  The  laft  ftatement 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  fadts  as  given  by  Randolph, 
who  had  feized  on  the  15th  of  May  a  pink  [fmall  veffel 
fo  named]  called  the  “  Expedtation,”  of  Bofton,  which  had 
imported  goods  diredtly  from  Ireland.  Upon  trial  the  jury 
cleared  the  veffel ;  when  a  fuit  was  brought  immediately 
againft  Randolph  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  £800,  and 
he  not  finding  any  one  willing  to  give  bail  for  him,  would 
probably  have  been  fent  to  jail,  if  the  Governor  had  not 
interceded  and  allowed  him  to  give  his  own  bond.  In  the 
fuit  againft  the  veffel,  “  they  would  admitt  me  in  noe  other 
capacity  than  an  Informer,  tho’  I  produced  my  deputation 
and  inftrudtions ;  they  are  determined  by  fome  meanes 
either  to  imprifon  or  force  me  out  of  this  Towne,”  for  feve- 
ral  veffels  have  already  arrived,  and  “  three  or  four  more 
expedted  from  Holland,  France  and  Bilbo  [Bilboa].  I  de- 
fired  the  Magiftrates  to  affigne  me  an  Attorney  or  Sollicitor 
to  aflift  me  in  cafe  any  matter  should  arife  in  the  pradlice  of 

their 

227  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Bradftreet  to  the  Lords  of  the  Commit- 
Colleftions,  Third  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  tee  for  Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations, 
p.  331.  Letter  of  Governor  Simon  18  May,  1680. 
vol.  1.  —  1 7 
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their  Courts  in  which  I  am  not  acquainted,  but  that  was 
denied:  I  verily  expert  let  me  make  what  defence  I  can 
and  prove  the  matter  of  fact  never  foe  clearly,  to  be  caff ; 
every  one  appearing  for  me  being  accounted  an  Enemy  to 
this  Countrey.”  Randolph  was  befet  with  difficulties  and 
threatened  with  violence.  His  fervant,  placed  to  watch  a 
warehoufe,  while  the  marfhal  or  conflable  was  being  called 
to  aid  in  making  a  fearch,  was  fet  upon  and  beaten  by 
feveral  perfons,  and  the  fufpedted  goods  removed  to  another 
place.  The  deputy  he  appointed  for  Bofton  and  Charlef- 
town  “  was  warned  with  his  Family  out  of  doors,  by  fome 
of  their  Townes  men,  who  are  traders  and  men  in  publick 
Authority,”  while  Randolph  himfelf,  although  accompanied 
by  the  marfhal  and  fix  men,  was  threatened  “  to  be  knocked 
on  the  head  ”  in  attempting  to  feize  a  veffel,  which  was 
towed  away  while  he  was  on  his  return  to  report  the  cafe  to 
the  Governor.  “  All  this  proceeds,  as  they  confefs  to  me, 
not  from  any  averfnefs  or  diflike  to  me,  but  onely  becaufe  I 
am  come  upon  fuch  an  unwelcome  errand  foe  deffrudtive  to 
their  priviledge  and  intereft.”  Maffachufetts  feemed  to 
him  to  be  the  only  difobedient  and  unruly  colony;  “in  all 
other  Colonyes  I  am  treated  with  great  refpedf  whither  I 
intend  to  goe  as  well  for  my  Security,  as  alfoe  to  fettle 
deputyes.”  Not  having  received  any  letters  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Cuftoms,  he  wrote  to  them,  “  if  I  heare  not  by 
Mich  [Michaelmas]  I  think  it  belt  to  make  a  trip  home,  hav¬ 
ing  my  children  to  take  care  of  and  to  follicite  the  difpatch 
of  fuch  things  which  may  enable  me  by  next  Spring  to  deale 
in  another  manner  with  thefe  lawlefs  traders,  who  about 
that  time  will  be  returning  home.  And  for  his  Maty  to 

write 


Edward  Randolph.  \  3 1 

write  more  letters  will  fignify  no  more  than  a  London 
Gazett ;  the  Newes  of  trouble  at  home  gives  encouragement 
to  the  faction  here  who  oppofe  the  Govr  as  well  as  myfelfe. 
I  am  unwilling  to  expofe  my  life  to  the  rage  of  a  deluded 
Multitude  who  under  pretence  of  great  priviledge  from  the 
King  take  liberty  to  oppofe  his  Royall  authority.  I  fend 
this  by  Mr  James  Bollen,  Secry  of  New  Jarfey,  not  knowing 
but  this  may  be  the  laft  from  me,  not  finding  whom  to  truft 
with  my  Letters.  I  have  done  and  adted  as  far  as  I  or  any 
man  durft  adt ;  not  but  that  my  power  is  good,  but  it  is  not 
foe  beleived  here.  I  know  well  the  caufe  and  the  remedy 
of  this  Diftemper,  and  queftion  not  but  in  a  fhort  time  to  fee 
things  here  better  compofed.  I  hope  fome  of  the  many 
Letters  I  have  wrote  are  come  fafe  to  your  hands.”  228  Two 
days  later  he  wrote  again  to  the  Commifiioners  of  Cuftoms, 
giving  an  account  of  the  trial  the  previous  day,  and  of  the 
charge  by  the  Court  to  the  jury  that  Mr.  Dudley,229  having 
been  appointed  by  the  Governor,  was  the  proper  officer  to 
receive  entry  of  vefiels,  that  fome  of  the  laws  of  trade  did 
not  relate  to  the  colony,  that  they  were  not  fufficiently  pub- 
lifhed,  and  that  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms  have  no 
power  to  depute  an  officer  to  adt  in  Maffachufetts.  To  this 
Randolph  replies  :  “now  Dudley’s  place  is  to  receive  En- 
tryes  of  fuch  goods  as  by  their  own  Lawes  are  diredted  to 
pay  i  penny  in  the  pound  towards  defraying  publick  Country 

charges 

228  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Bundle  leftor  for  Bofton  and  Charleftown,  for 

53  (281).  Randolph  to  Committee  of  receiving  the  tax  of  one  (hilling  a  ton 
Cuftoms,  7  June,  1680,  received  by  the  for  certain  veflels  above  twelve  tons’ 
Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms,  10th  of  burden,  to  be  employed  for  the  fortifica- 
Auguft,  po/l.  tions.  See  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol. 

229  Mr.  Paul  Dudley  was  made  Col-  V.  p.  242,  15  October,  1679. 
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charges,  and  noe  otherwife,  foe  that  Grecian’s,  [matter  of  the 
Expectation]  entring  with  him  was  onely  to  fatisfy  the  Law 
of  the  Country,  but  for  all  this  the  Jury  confuting  of  either 
Merchants  or  Mrs  of  Ships  leap’d  over  all,  and  found  for  the 
Defendant.”  This  decifion,  by  not  acknowledging  the  val¬ 
idity  of  his  authority  as  Collector,  muft  have  been  irritating 
to  Randolph,  while  it  expofed  him  to  legal  attacks,  the  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  by  his  commiffion  not  being  recognized. 
4‘  I  expeCt  hourely  to  have  my  perfon  feized  &  caft  into 
prifon ;  I  know  not  how  to  prefs  any  man  to  be  bound  for 
me,  &  having  mett  with  foe  great  a  lofs  upon  my  coming 
over,  am  not  in  a  condition  to  raife  foe  much  money.  I  have 
onely  one  way  left,  that  is  to  draw  a  Bill  upon  yor  Honrs  (if 
they  will  accept  it),  which  I  defire  may  be  paid,  Except  fome 
other  courfe  in  the  meane  time  be  taken  to  fecure  my  perfon 
and  liberty,  till  a  further  determination  be  had  of  this  mat¬ 
ter.”  He  then  fpeaks  of  a  veffel  laden  with  tobacco  from 
Maryland,  bound  for  Ireland,  which  he  had  feized  on  the 
1 6th  of  March  in  the  river  Pifcataqua,  but  which  had  been 
freed  by  the  jury,  and  adds  that  when  there  is  no  proper 
rehearing  of  fuch  cafes,  “  the  cleared;  forfeiture  if  tryed  by 
partyes  concerned  will  efcape.”  Having  been  repulfed  fev- 
eral  times  in  attempting  to  board  veffels,  he  afks  if  he  cannot 
make  a  forcible  entrance,  “  elfe  its  impoffible  to  aboard  any 
but  empty  hulls.  Great  care  is  to  be  had  that  noe  veffells 
pafs  the  Caftle  till  I  have  vifited  them  and  certified  the  fame 
to  the  Govr ;  but  of  that  when  further  power  is  fent  hither 
upon  an  affurance  of  future  fubjeCfion.”230 

280  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  Commiflioners  of  Cuftoms,  io  Auguft, 
53  (283).  Randolph  to  Committee  of  po/l- 
Cuftoms,  9  June,  1680,  received  by  the 
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The  ftubborn  refiftance  met  with  made  it  clear  to  Ran¬ 
dolph  that  the  colonifts  muft  in  forne  way  be  made  more 
obedient  to  the  royal  commands  and  the  a6Is  of  Parliament. 
How  this  was  to  be  done  was  a  queftion  difficult  of  folution. 
At  the  fuggeflion  of  Randolph,231  the  Committee  of  Trade 
and  Plantations  “  ordered  that  a  draught  of  Letters  bee  pre¬ 
pared  to  bee  prefented  in  Council  for  His  Majtys  Signature 
directing  the  feveral  Colonies  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
and  to  obferve  fuch  Rules  for  the  making  of  ffreemen  and 
Magiftrates  as  are  enjoyned  by  His  Matys  laft  letter  to  the 
Maffachufetts.”  232  To  fyflematize  the  colle&ion  of  a  royal 
revenue  from  the  American  colonies  the  office  of  “  Surveyor 
and  Auditor  General  of  all  our  revenues  arifing  in  Amer¬ 
ica ’’was  eftablifhed  the  19th  of  May,  1680,  Mr.  William 
Blathwayt,  —  or  Blathwait,  as  the  name  is  fometimes  writ¬ 
ten —  being  appointed  to  the  office  with  power  to  feledt 
deputies,  but  his  fundfions  were  not  to  interfere  with  the 
duties  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Cuftoms.  The  grant  to  Mr. 
Blathwayt  was,  at  the  requefl  of  Mr.  Randolph,  entered  in 
the  records  of  the  colony.233 

In  obedience  to  the  King’s  commands,  Randolph  prepared 
a  fummary  of  accufations  againft  Maffachufetts,  called  a 

“  Reprefentation 

281  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry  termeddle  with  the  cuftomes,  imports  or 

Book  106,  p.  169.  Randolph  propofes  duties  on  goods  imported  into  England 
all  colonies  take  Oath  of  Allegiance,  from  the  American  plantations,  or  goods 
27  April,  1680 ,poJl.  tranfported  from  one  plantation  to  an- 

282  Ibid.,  106,  p.  177.  All  Colonies  to  other  purfuant  to  an  A£t  of  Parliament 

take  Oath  of  Allegiance,  &c.,  14  June,  made  in  the  25th  yeare  of  our  reigne.” 
1680,  poji.  This  was  recorded  by  Edward  Rawfon, 

283  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  Secretary,  who  attefts  that  the  broad  Seal 
p.  521.  Grant  to  William  Blathwayt,  of  England  in  yellow  wax  was  annexed. 
Efq.  His  falary  was  to  be  £ 500 ,  taken  Rawfon  was  deputy  from  Newbury  for 
from  the  receipts  of  Virginia  and  the  feveral  years  before  being  made  Secre- 
Weft  India  Iflands  ;  he  was  not  “  to  in-  tary  of  the  Colony. 
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“  Reprefentation  of  the  Boftoners,”  in  which  he  repeats  what 
he  had  already  faid  in  his  previous  communications,  —  that 
they  are  “  ufurpers,”  having  no  right  either  to  land  or  gov¬ 
ernment,  that  they  have  formed  themfelves  into  a  common¬ 
wealth,  denying  all  appeals  to  England,  they  coin  money, 
and  have  put  the  King’s  fubjeds  to  death  for  religion,  and 
violate  all  the  Ads  of  Trade  and  Navigation.234 

In  the  meantime  the  General  Court  wrote  to  the  Earl  of 
Sunderland,  who  had  become  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
on  May  22,235  and  again  on  June  u, 236  faying  that  orders  had 
been  given  to  increafe  the  number  of  Affiftants,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  King’s  willies,  to  make  all  military  commif- 
fions  to  run  in  his  name,  to  adminifter  the  oath  of  Allegiance 
to  all  officials,  that  all  commiffions  for  governing  New 
Hampffiire  had  been  recalled,  and  the  governor  had  taken 
the  oath  for  executing  the  laws  of  trade,  but  all  other  fubjeds 
to  be  conlidered  had  been  poftponed  for  the  prefent.237  As 
for  the  accufation  of  their  enemies  that  they  had  laid  “  a 
fevere  hand  ”  on  the  King’s  fubjeds  in  Maine,  it  was  not 
true.  In  the  defence  of  that  province  they  had  fpent  feve- 
ral  thoufand  pounds  and  facrificed  many  lives,  and,  it  having 
been  “  offered  for  fale  to  many  ”  for  a  year,  they  thought  it 
bell  to  make  the  purchafe,  partly  to  reimburfe  themfelves,  and 
partly  for  their  protedion  and  the  quiet  of  the  inhabitants, 

who 


234  Hutchinfon' s  Collection  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  264.  Mr. 
Randolph’s  Reprefentation  of  the  Bof¬ 
toners  1680  ,pofl. 

235  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  270. 

236  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  287. 


237  The  reafon  given  for  not  taking 
a6tion  at  the  laft  feffion  was  “  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  feafon,”  preventing  a  full 
attendance  of  members,  and  at  the 
prefent  feffion,  up  to  May  22,  there  was 
not  fufficient  time  “  by  reafon  of  the 
fuddaine  departure  of  the  ffiip.” 
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who  by  their  addrefs  to  the  King  (how  their  defire  to  live 
under  the  government  of  MalTachufetts.238  “  Wee  are  heartily 
forry  that  any  adlings  of  ours  fhould  be  difpleafing  to  his 
Majefty.”  A  committee  had  been  feledted  to  amend  the  laws 
that  may  be  found  to  be  repugnant  to  thofe  of  England, 
“  which  wee  hope  in  a  fhort  time  will  be  effected.”  239  Con¬ 
cerning  the  accufation  that  liberty  of  confcience  was  denied, 
“  wee  muft  acknowledge  that  a  chiefe  defigne  of  our  ffathers 
&  predeceffors,  in  their  coming  over  hither,  was  to  enjoy  a 
freedome  in  the  matters  of  religious  worfhip,  accounting  all 
the  Ioffes,  hazards,  difficulties,  &  great  labours  of  fo  vaft  a 
tranfportation  &  of  their  firft  planting  a  wilderneffe,  not  to 
deare  a  price  for  the  fame.”  We  do  not  fuppofe  that  the 
King  wifhes  liberty  of  worfhip  granted  to  the  Quakers,240 

and 


238  Majfach u fetts  Archives,  Vol.  III. 
p.  343.  Addrefs  of  the  General  Aflem- 
bly  of  Maine  to  the  King,  30  June, 
1680,  fpeaks  of  “  the  Maflachufets  Col¬ 
ony,  who  in  the  time  of  our  diftrefs  did 
not  fpare  any  expenfe  of  blood  or  treaf- 
ure  for  our  defence  and  fafety,  without 
whofe  help  and  affiftance  this  yor  Mats 
Province  had  been  at  this  day  utterly 
laid  waft  and  defolate,  they  have  never 
received  of  us  one  penny  tax  either  in 
ye  time  of  peace  or  Warr  except  what 
was  to  be  diftributed  among  ye  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  our  owne  Province  for  equalize- 
ing  of  ye  Burthen  of  this  Warr.  We 
judged  it  our  duty  to  reprefent  to  yor 
Mati'  that  what  in  us  Lyes  we  might  pre¬ 
vent  ye  injury  wch  fuch  falfe  accufations 
of  our  friends  may  do  to  us  and  them. 
We  defire  to  have  this  our  fettlement 
continued  to  us.” 

Mr.  Gorges  had  offered  24  February, 
1675-6,  to  fell  to  the  King  the  Province 
of  Maine  for  £1 1,000.  See  Sir  Ferdin- 


ando  Gorges,  by  J.  P.  Baxter,  Prince 
Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  213. 

239  Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  268. 

240  The  Quakers  were  then  perfecuted 
in  England. 

In  MaJTachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  271,  under  date  of  May  22,  1680,  is 
found  the  Court’s  cenfure  of  the  ana- 
baptifts,  prohibiting  them  “  as  a  fociety 
of  themfelves,  or  joyned  with  others,  to 
meet  in  that  publick  place  they  have 
built,  or  any  other  publick  house,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  as  are  allowed  by  lawfull 
authoritie.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  287,  “to  defire  to 
ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the  Church  of 
England  is  no  part  of  that  hethrodoxie 
in  religion,  wch  our  prefent  law  concern¬ 
ing  admiffion  of  freemen  doth  provide 
againft.” 

The  clause  in  the  charter  refpefting 
admiffion  of  freemen  is  as  follows  :  the 
Company  “  fhall  have  full  power  and 

authoritie 
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and  others  who  preach  notorious  errors.  Thofe  who  “  delire 
to  ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the  Church  of  England  ”  we  do 
not  confider  heterodox.  The  law  regulating  the  admif- 
lion  of  freemen  was  changed  in  obedience  to  his  Majelty’s 
pleafure,  “  although  wee  humbly  conceive  our  Charter  doeth 
expreflly  give  us  abfolute  &  free  choyce  of  our  owne  mem¬ 
bers.”  Other  agents  have  not  been  fent  to  England,  it 
being  very  difficult  to  find  any  fuitable  perfon  willing  to  run 
the  rilk  of  capture  by  Turkilh  pirates,  five  or  fix  veffels  hav¬ 
ing  been  already  feized  by  them,  and  “  many  of  our  inhabi¬ 
tants  continuing  at  this  day  in  miferable  captivity  amonglt 
them”;  the  coft  mult  alfo  be  confidered,  the  colony  ftill  labor¬ 
ing  under  the  burdens  of  the  late  Indian  war,  and  fuffering 
from  the  effedls  of  a  difaltrous  fire  in  Bolton.  Belides,  we 
underltand  that  the  King  and  the  Privy  Council  are  ftill 
bufy  with  the  profecution  of  the  Popilh  plot,  which  is  a 
“  matter  of  farr  greater  importance.”  We  return  our  moll 
humble  thanks  to  his  Majelty  for  “  his  gratious  inclination 
to  have  all  or  pall  errors  and  miftakes  forgotten,  and  our 
condition  fo  amended  that  neither  our  fetlement  nor  the 
mindes  of  his  good  fubjedls  here  might  be  lhaken,  upon  the 
complaints  of  thofe  that  feeke  our  difquiet.” 

The  negledt  to  fend  agents  to  England  was  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  by  Mr.  Malon  to  llimulate  the  animolity  of  the  King 
againll  Maffachufetts  by  faying  that  “  the  time  of  their  ap¬ 
pearance  has  long  fmce  elapfed,  that  Government  building 
their  hopes  that  fome  dillurbance  here  or  warrs  abroad  will 

divert 

authorise  to  choofe,  norr.inate,  and  ap-  to  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the 
pointe  fuch  and  foe  many  others  as  they  faid  Company  and  Body,  and  them  into 
fhall  thinke  fitt,  and  that  fhall  be  willing  the  fame  to  admitt.” 
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divert  his  Majty  from  looking  towards  them,  being  the  occa- 
fion  of  this  their  high  contempt  of  his  Majtys  commands 
according  to  the  long  continued  maxim  of  that  people.” 
He  then  prays  that  as  he  is  going  fhortly  to  New  England  he 
“  may  not  any  longer  be  kept  out  of  his  inheritance  (which 
his  Anceftors  have  purchafed  at  foe  dear  a  rate)  by  the  injus¬ 
tice,  violence  and  delayes  of  his  Adverfaries,  Chiefly  occa- 
fioned  by  his  adhering  to  the  Crown  and  refufall  to  Submit 
to  their  GovernmV’ 241  The  Committee  having  received 
Mr.  Mafon’s  petition,  and  having  obferved  that  the  Prefident 
and  Council  of  New  Hampfhire  had  “  neglecfted  to  returne 
an  account  of  their  proceedings,  as  their  Commiffion  parti¬ 
cularly  diredts,  agree  to  propofe  unto  His  Maty  that  fome 
able  perfon  bee  fent  thither  to  officiate  as  Clerk  of  the 
Council  and  Secne  of  that  Province  who  ffiall  bee  account¬ 
able  to  the  Committee  of  all  Publick  Matters  arifing  within 
that  Province.”  The  Committee  at  the  fame  meeting  threat¬ 
ened  the  Maffachufetts  colony  that  Maine  would  be  loft  by 
forfeiture,  if  that  province  was  not  fettled  civilly  and  ec- 
clefiaftically  according  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges’  grant, 
“  whereby  all  the  Powers  and  Authorities  of  ye  Civill  and 
Eccleftaftical  Government  are  made  fubjedl  to  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  Foreign  Plantations.” 242  This  was  a  demand  that 
the  Church  of  England  ffiould  be  eftabliffied  and  protected 
in  the  dependent  province  by  the  Puritan  colony. 

241  Tranfcripts  of  ATew  Hampjhire  pend  upward  of  22,000  lb.,”  and  that  the 
Documents,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p  85.  The  Maffachufetts  people  ftill  ufurp  fome  of 
humble  peticon  of  Robert  Mafon,  Pro-  his  legal  poffeffions. 
prietor  of  the  province  of  New  Hamp-  242  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
{hire  againft  ye  Maffachufetts  to  the  Book  106,  p.  188.  Randolph’s  letter  of 
Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantacons,  complaint  read,  &c.  6  Auguft,  1680, 
received  6  Auguft,  1680.  In  his  petition  pofi. 
he  ftates  that  his  Grandfather  “  did  ex- 
vol.  1.  — 18 
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A  letter  from  the  King  followed,  written  in  a  fharp  and 
pofitive  tone,  calling  the  excufes,  offered  by  the  magiftrates 
for  negledting  to  appoint  agents  in  the  prefcribed  time,  “  in- 
fufficient  pretences,”  commanding  them  on  their  allegiance  to 
fend  them  within  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  royal 
letter  fully  empowered  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  Colony 
and  to  determine  the  claim  of  Mr.  Mafon  to  the  land  be¬ 
tween  the  Merrimack  and  the  Naumkeag  rivers.  In  order 
that  “  royal  juftice  ”  may  be  done,  the  magiftrates  are  ordered 
to  notify  all  the  holders  of  land  that  they  may  fend  proof  of 
their  ownerfhip,  “  fuch  is  the  care  and  tendernefs  that  we 
will  always  continue  towards  you  and  other  our  fubjetfts  by 
removeing  thofe  difficulties  and  miftakes  that  have  arifen  by 
the  execution  of  the  powers  of  your  charter  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  us,  which  by  the  firft  Intendment  and  prefent 
conftitution  thereof  (as  by  the  Charter  appeares)  has  its 
naturall  feate  and  Imediate  Direction  within  our  Kingdome 
of  England,  and  that  the  due  obfervance  of  all  our  Comands 
above  mentioned  may  not  be  any  longer  pretended  wee 
require  you  upon  receit  hereof  forthwith  to  call  a  Generali 
Court  and  therein  to  read  thefe  our  letters  and  provide  for 
our  fpeedy  fatisffadlion,  in  default  whereof,  we  fhall  take  the 
moft  effedluall  meanes  to  procure  the  fame.”  243  Before  any 
adlion  was  taken  upon  this  letter,  Randolph  was  buf}'  in 
attempting  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office,  but  generally 
without  fuccefs,  the  jury  almoft  invariably  deciding  againft 
him,  although  in  one  cafe  a  matter  of  a  fhip  was  fined  and 

imprifoned 

243  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  dated  30  September,  1680,  read  4  Janu- 
CVI.  p.  218.  Letter  from  the  King,  ary,  1680-1, pojl. 
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imprifoned  for  having  fired  “four  fhott”  at  the  royal  en- 
fign.244  While  Randolph  was  endeavoring  to  oblige  all 
mailers  of  veffels  to  recognize  his  authority  as  Collector,  the 
General  Court  paffed  an  order,  27  October,  1680,  that  all 
outward  bound  veffels  of  more  than  twelve  tons’  burthen 
mult  obtain  a  permit  from  the  Governor  or  fome  one  ap¬ 
pointed  by  him,  the  refult  of  which  would  probably  be  a 
conflict  of  authority.245 

The  King’s  letter,  having  at  length  reached  New  Eng¬ 
land,  Mr.  Robert  Mafon  being  the  bearer  of  it,  was  read 

4 


244  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
53  (206).  A  Lift  of  Severall  Ships  and 
Goods  feized  in  his  Mats  name  by  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph,  his  Mats  Collector,  &c., 
in  Bofton,  Salem,  Pifcataqua  and  the 
province  of  Maine.  16  March,  1679-80 
to  20  December,  1680,  pojl. 

M  ajfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  298, 
under  date  of  13  October,  1680.  To¬ 
bacco  feized  by  Edward  Randolph  to  be 
reftored  to  the  owner,  pojl. 

M ajfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 

XXXIX.  p,  680.  Bill  of  cofts  of  John 
Huling  againft  Edward  Randolph  for 
feizing  his  veflel,  24  October,  1680,  pojl. 

Ibid .,  Vol.  LX  I.  p.  219.  Libel  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph  againft  the  fhip  “Expe¬ 
dition,”  of  Briftol,  24  December,  1680 
[cleared  by  the  jury],  pojl.  Jofeph  Dud¬ 
ley  writes  to  Secretary  Allyn,  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  9  February,  1680-1.  “Mr  Ran¬ 
dolph,  whom  you  fo  deeply  complemented 
in  your  fuperfcription,  et  ex  ungue  leo- 
nem ,  I  guefs  at  the  infide,  hath  befides 
a  power  to  govern  your  trade,  an  order 
to  examine  your  Treafury  &  make  you 
vomit  up  all  deodands,  efcheats,  felons’ 
goods  &  fines  upon  penal  laws,  which 
will  difmifs  your  county  fchooles,  &c.  I 
wifh  ye  united  Colonyes  could  joyntly 
agree  in  meet  agents,  nothing  elfe  will 


prevent  our  utter  ruine.  Such  generall 
agents  might  obtaine  good  reception, 
when  fingle  defpatches  will  be  defpifed.” 
See  Connefticut  Colonial  Records ,  Vol. 
III.  p.  31 1. 

245  M ajfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  LXI. 
p.  218.  Order  for  outward  bound  vef¬ 
fels  to  obtain  permits.  “  It  is  ordered 
by  this  Court  and  ye  authority  thereof, 
that  henceforth  it  fhall  not  be  lawful! 
for  any  fhip,  floop,  ketch  or  veflell  of 
more  yn  twelve  tons’  burthen,  to  faile  out 
of  any  harbour  or  port  within  this  Col- 
onye  or  entertayne  on  board  thereof  any 
paffengr  or  paflengrs,  or  any  fervant  or 
negroes  aboard  his  or  their  veflell  with¬ 
out  ye  pmitt  of  ye  Govern1,  for  ye  time 
being,  or  fuch  as  he  fhall  appoint  to  y‘ 
truft,  under  penalty  of  20s  fine  to  be  paid 
by  y  mafter  or  fkipper  of  faid  fhip,  ketch, 
floop,  or  veflell  y‘  fhall  be  convicted  of 
tranfgreffion  thereof,  and  fhall  alfo  be 
liable  to  fattisfie  double  damages  to  any 
y‘  fhall  be  injured  thereby  to  be  recov¬ 
ered  by  an  accon  of  ye  cafe. 

The  magifts  have  paft  this  their  breth¬ 
ren  the  deputyes  hereto  confenting. 

Edward  Rawson,  Secr‘y. 

27  06tobr,  1680. 

Confented  to  by  the  deputyes. 

William  Torrey,  Cleric.” 
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4  January,  1 680-1,  before  the  General  Court,  which  had 
been  exprefsly  called  together  by  the  Governor.  A  copy 
was  made  and  fent  to  the  magiftrates  of  Eflex  county  with 
orders  that  all  tenants  of  land  in  that  county  claimed  by 
Mr.  Mafon  fhould  affemble  “  wth  all  convenient  fpeede  ”  at 
Ipfwich  or  Newbury.  No  progrefs  was  made  in  reviling 
the  laws  which  fhould  be  found  to  be  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
England,  but  the  committee  was  inftru6ted  to  make  a  report 
“  at  the  next  adjournment  of  this  feffion.”  The  fele&ion  of 
agents  to  go  to  England  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty, 
and  more  than  a  year  elapfed  before  they  were  finally  ap¬ 
pointed,  thofe  originally  chofen  being  unwilling  to  accept 
the  unpleafant  miffion.246 

The  non-compliance  with  the  King’s  wiffies,  the  firing  at 
the  Engliffi  flag,  and  the  conftant  violation  of  the  A6i s  of 
Trade,  made  it  evident  to  Randolph,  who  had  returned  to 
England  on  March  15th,  that  ftrenuous  meafures  mufl  be 
taken  with  the  refradtory  colonifts.  The  moft  speedy  means 
was  to  deprive  the  magiftrates  of  their  authority  by  a  Quo 
Warranto  and  judgment  vacating  the  charter,  as  had  been 
done  formerly  in  the  cafe  of  Virginia,  and  was  being  done 
with  the  colony  of  Bermuda;  247  but  the  mifdemeanors  of 
thofe  colonies  were  trivial,  according  to  Randolph,  compared 
with  “  the  unparalleled  mifdemeanors  &  contempts,  &  even 

in 


246  Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  303,  4  January,  12  January,  and  16 
March,  1 680-1  ;  20  March  and  23 
March,  1681-2.  The  voting  was  “by 
papers.”  Mr.  William  Stoughton  was 
urgently  requefted  to  accept  the  pofi- 
tion,  but  perfifted  in  declining. 


247  Memorials  of  the  Bermudas ,  by 
Sir  J.  H.  Lefroy,  London,  1877-9,  Vol. 
II.  p.  477,  etc.  The  firft  quo  warranto 
againft  Bermuda  was  iffued  in  Hilary 
term,  1680  ;  the  fecond  in  1683.  Jn 
1684  verdidt  was  given  againft  the 
Charter. 
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in  their  daily  arbitrary  actings,  amounting  to  no  leffe  than 
High  Treafon,  to  ye  great  oppreffion  &  diffatisfadlion  of  ye 
people  inhabiting  under  their  Govnf.  All  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Colonies  fubmit  to  the  King’s  orders,  except  only  ye 
Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts,  who  continually  refill  yr  Maties 
Authority  &  have  noe  regard  to  yr  Royall  Commands.” 
They  have  refufed  to  publifh  the  royal  proclamation  for  the 
execution  of  the  A6ts  of  Trade,  and  deny  all  appeals  to 
England,  even  in  cafes  of  feizure  of  veffels  in  which  the 
King’s  officers  have  had  to  pay  damages ;  they  have  neg- 
ledled  to  fend  agents ;  they  continue  to  coin  money ;  they 
have  converted  to  the  ufe  of  the  Colony  fines  and  forfeitures 
due  to  the  King  for  breach  of  penal  laws,  and  have  “  laflly 
fett  at  liberty  without  any  Proceffe  at  Law  a  Matter  of  a 
Ship  apprehended  &  legally  committed  to  Goale  for  firing  4 
great  Guns  in  port  at  yr  Maties  Jack  upon  payment  of  ten 
pounds  fine  to  ye  ufe  of  ye  Colony.  The  Petr  therefore 
humbly  prays  yr  Matie  in  ye  name  &  behalfe  of  thofe  your 
Maties  good  fubjedls  to  diredl  yr  Maties  Attorney  Gen11  to 
bring  a  Writt  of  Quo  Warrt0  agstye  Govr  &  Corporation  of 
ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  Engd  (wch  yr  Matie  has  never 
refufed  in  like  cafes)  for  vacating  their  Patent,  there  being 
noe  kind  of  doubt  but  yr  Maties  Writt  will  have  its  defired 
effedl  not  only  to  ye  great  releife  of  yr  Maties  opprelfed  fubjedls 
&  bringing  y*  Govm*  under  their  due  allegiance,  but  to  ye 
certaine  encreafe  of  yr  Maties  Cufloms  &  Revenue  here  in 
England.”  248  This  petition  of  Randolph  to  the  King  was 

referred 

248  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  Councill  Ap.  6, 1681,  and  read  at  Comtee 
53  (216).  Praying  a  Quo  Warrtoagst  the  Ap.  9 ,poJl. 

Governm1  of  ye  Maffachufetts  read  in 
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referred  by  the  Council  to  the  Committee  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  with  orders  to  make  a  report  after  examining 
the  allegations.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  it  was 
ftated  in  addition  to  the  other  charges  that  the  commanders 
of  Maffachufetts  veffels  carry  the  “King’s  Jack  in  the  Main 
Top ’’without  leave.  Lord  Culpepper,249  who  was  prefent 
at  the  meeting,  “  acquaints  the  Committee  that  while  he  was 
in  New  England,  hee  did  obferve  that  the  generality  of  the 
People  in  New  England  were  very  weary  of  ye  Government 
of  the  Magiftrats ;  but  that  the  Magiftrats  alfoe  were  very 
averfe  to  the  Government  of  England,”  250  confirming  Ran¬ 
dolph’s  teftimony.  He  alfo  fpoke  fo  highly  of  Randolph’s 
fervices  that  the  Committee  decided  on  the  16th  to  report 
that  Randolph’s  falary  fhould  “  bee  doubled  for  his  future 
encouragement,”  and  they  alfo  expreffed  the  opinion  that 
there  never  would  be  a  perfect  fettlement  in  New  England 
until  a  General  Governor  fhould  be  fent  over  and  maintained 
at  the  King’s  charge.251  On  the  fame  day  Randolph  wrote 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  urg¬ 
ing  that  the  King  fhould  proceed  legally  to  reduce  the 
Maffachufetts  government,  “by  whofe  example  the  other 
plantations  mutinie  &  are  uneafy,  &  that  the  Correfpon- 
dency  &  Combination,  which  to  my  knowledge  is  continued 
betwixt  ye  factious  parties  in  both  Englands  may  be  utterly 

diffolved. 


249  Hiflory  of  Virginia ,  by  Charles 
Campbell,  i860,  p.  328,  etc.  Thomas, 
Lord  Culpepper,  appointed  Governor 
of  Virginia  for  life,  1675,  not  fworn  to 
office  in  Virginia  until  1680;  dismiffed 
1684. 

260  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 


Book  106,  p.  256.  Concerning  coining, 
ffiips  and  magiltrates,  9  April,  1681, 
P°Jl 

251  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  106,  p.  260.  Reports  touching 
New  Plymouth  and  Randolph,  16  April, 
1681  ,pofl. 
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diffolved.  That  upon  notice  given  of  a  Quo  Warr‘°  brought 
againft  them,  his  Matie  be  at  the  fame  tyme  pleafed  by  his 
Commiffion  (like  that  of  the  province  of  New  Hampfhire 
carried  over  &  executed  by  myfelfe)  to  fettle  a  temporary 
Goml  in  that  colony,  impowering  feverall  of  the  Magiftrates 
&  other  Gem  there  inhabiting  to  take  care  to  fee  juftice 
duely  adminiftered  to  fecure  his  Maties  peace  &  themfelves 
from  foraine  invafion,  to  reheare  feverall  Caufes  upon  feiz- 
ures  illegally  given  againft  his  Matie  &  to  fee  ye  Adds  of  Trade 
be  duely  obferved,  &  laftly  to  take  care  of  the  Militia  &  to 
putt  the  Caftle  &  forts  into  fafe  hands  till  a  perfect  fettle- 
ment  of  that  matter  be  determined.”  A  printed  declaration 
ought  alfo  to  be  fent  that  liberty  of  confcience  is  to  be 
allowed,  that  all  are  to  enjoy  their  legal  rights  and  property, 
but  that  no  money  is  to  be  raifed  without  the  confent  of  the 
King,  except  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  like  a  foreign  invafion  or 
difturbance  among  the  Indians,  and  that  “  Mr.  Danforth 
Noell,  Saltinftall  Sen :  and  Mf  Gidney  magiftrates  (who  en- 
tred  ye  Province  of  Maine  lately  with  an  armed  force)  be 
declared  uncapable  of  publick  truft  or  Offices,  and  that  they 
are  bound  to  their  good  behaviour  in  1000/  bond.  Of  all 
this  I  queftion  not  but  to  give  his  Matie  a  fpeedy  &  effeddual 
account,  having  obtained  ye  Settleml  of  the  province  of  New 
Hampfhire  by  his  Maties  Commiffion,  a  matter  of  farr  greater 
difficulty ;  the  Quo  Warr to  will  unhing  their  Governm*  & 
prepare  them  to  receive  his  Maties  further  pleafure,  faving 
withall  both  money  &  tyme.  I  have  often  in  my  papers 
prefd  the  neceffity  of  a  Gen11  Govr  as  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  the  honr  &  fervice  of  the  Crown  &  the  good  &  fecurity 
of  the  whole  plantation  now  caulonized  into  fmall  Corpora¬ 
tions 
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tions  &  Gomts,  unable  to  defend  themfelves  or  releive  their 
Neighbors ;  but  in  many  refpedts  I  doe  not  looke  upon  this 
as  the  proper  feafon ;  befides  fhould  any  force  appear  upon 
the  coasts  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  reafon,  before  they 
have  had  a  legall  fummons  to  make  their  defence  It  would 
difcourage  ye  greateft  &  honeft  party  upon  ye  place ;  but 
after  a  legall  profecution  there  will  be  noe  need  of  force,  for 
I  believe  they  will  not  add  rebellion  to  all  their  former  Ex- 
travigances.  Yet  putt  cafe  they  fhould  not  regularly  com¬ 
ply,  they  will  know  and  feare  for  what  is  already  committed, 
That  his  Matie  will  put  them  out  of  his  Protection,  &  com¬ 
mand  all  ye  Govrs  of  his  foraine  plantations  to  feize  their 
fhips  &  drive  them  further  to  trade,  without  which  they 
cannot  at  all  fubfift.  As  to  the  apprehenfions  of  their  join¬ 
ing  with  ye  French  they  have  fo  great  a  peique  againfl  them, 
that  they  want  onely  an  opportunity  to  difpoffeffe  them  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Canada  &  New  found  Land.”  Befides  the 


mifdemeanors  charged  againfl  the  colonifts,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  are  enough,  if  proved, 
to  annul  the  charter,  it  may  be  added  that  a  queftion  arifes 
whether  the  patent  has  not  already  been  revoked  by  its 
having  been  transferred  to  New  England  contrary  to  the 
intent  expreffed  in  the  docket.252 


252  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
53  (5).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  16  April, 
1681,  poji. 

Mr.  Charles  Deane  fays  in  a  paper 
publifhed  in  the  Maffachufetts  Hiflori- 
cal  Society  Proceedings,  December, 
1869,  defcribing  the  procefs  by  which 
charters  paffed  the  Great  Seal,  that  the 
docket  appended  to  the  Maffachufetts 
charter  ftates  that  the  governing  power 
of  the  Colony  is  to  be  in  England.  Prof. 


Joel  Parker,  however,  laid  that  the 
Lord  Commiffioners,  in  their  attempts 
to  recover  the  charter,  never  urged  the 
plea  of  illegal  transference,  and  that 
fuch  a  plea  only  had  its  origin  with 
Randolph  more  than  thirty  years  after 
the  charter  was  granted.  Attorney- 
General  Sawyer  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  by  the  fecond  charter  —  that  granted 
by  Charles  the  Firft  —  “the  Council 
may  refide  and  a<5t  in  New  England.” 
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Being  doubtful  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  ought  to 
deal  with  New  England  juries,  who  bring  in  “  Verdidls  con¬ 
trary  to  evidence  and  the  Letter  of  the  Law,”  and  how  he 
can  belt  “hinder  the  illegall  Trade  of  the  Boftoners  for  the 
future,”  Randolph  propofed  certain  queftions  to  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General  for  his  opinion.  To  the  queftion  whether  a 
new  trial  could  be  had  upon  the  place,  it  was  anfwered  that 
in  cafe  the  jury  had  been  tampered  with,  or  their  verdidl 
was  diredlly  contrary  to  evidence,  there  could  be  a  new  trial, 
although  this  was  rarely  done.  To  the  other  queftions  the 
Attorney-General  gave  very  decided  anfwers.  The  order 
of  the  colony  requiring  the  payment  of  £\o  for  calling  a 
fpecial  court  for  caufes  in  which  the  King  was  concerned, 
was  not  valid,  and  all  cofts  and  damages  levied  againft  the 
King  mult  be  repaid.  The  colony  has  no  right  to  take  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  upon  breach  of  the  Adts  of  Trade,  one 
half  of  which  ought  to  go  to  the  King  and  the  other  half  to 
the  informer.  The  charter  does  not  give  “  power  to  lay  any 
impofitions  upon  any  not  free  of  their  Company,  nor  upon 
the  Ships  nor  Goods -that  come  thither  from  other  Colonys. 
The  colonies  are  bound  by  the  Plantation  Adis  without  for¬ 
mal  notice,  they  being  public  laws.  There  is  no  queftion 
but  the  fovereignety  remaining  in  the  King,  an  Appeale 
doth  lye  to  His  Matie  in  Councill  as  from  Jerfey  and  Guern- 
fey,  but  with  Confideration  had  to  the  greater  diftance  of 
the  place,  for  it  would  bee  an  infinite  vexation  to  allow 
a  Latitude  of  Appealing.  By  the  Charter  of  King  James 
the  Councill  were  to  refide  in  England,  but  by  the  Patent 
4  Car.  I.  they  were  made  a  Body  Corporate  and  the  Gov¬ 
ern  ml  veiled  in  them,  and  they  may  refide  and  adl  in  New 
vol.  i. — 19  England.” 
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England.”  253  The  Committee  through  whom  the  queftions 
and  anfwers  were  tranfmitted  reported  to  the  King,  “  Wee 
have  feverall  times  mett  and  confidered  the  State  of  yor 
Maties  affaires  in  New  England,  and  are  preparing  to  offer 
unto  yor  Matie  the  moft  effedluall  meanes  to  bring  that  part 
of  your  dominion  under  a  fitt  dependance  upon  the  Crown 
And  Wee  have  in  order  thereunto  been  attended  by  Mr 
Edward  Randolph  Collector  and  Surveyor  of  yor  Maties 
Cuftomes  in  thofe  parts,  who  has  taken  great  paines  and  run 
great  hazards  in  the  difcharge  of  his  Duty  there,  and  is  now 
returning  thither  with  further  power  under  the  Great  Seale 
of  England  to  execute  the  truft  repofed  in  him.  Wee  hum¬ 
bly  propofe  unto  yor  Matie  that  to  the  falary  of  One  hundred 
pounds  which  he  now  enjoys,  there  may  be  added  the  yearly 
Sume  of  One  hundred  pounds  more  for  his  future  encour- 
agem*  in  the  profecution  of  that  fervice,  which  cannot  but 
redound  to  the  encreafe  and  fecurity  of  yor  Maties  Cuftomes 
here  in  England.”  254  The  additional  falary,  which  he  hoped 
to  obtain,  and  to  which  he  feems  to  have  been  fairly  en¬ 
titled,  was  not  fettled  at  the  time  of  his  departure  for  New 
England.255 

While  the  charter  of  Maffachufetts  was  being  vigoroufly 

attacked 


268  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book6\,  p.  120.  Randolph’s  Queries: 
Anfwers  of  Attorney-General :  Ran¬ 
dolph’s  falary.  April-May,  1681,  pofl. 
A  portion  is  alfo  given  in  State  Papers , 
Colonial ,  Bundle  53  (217),  under  date 
of  30  May,  1681,  concerning  Judicial 
proceedings  againft  the  Maffachufetts. 

254  This  was  dated  from  the  Council 
Chamber  in  Whitehall,  34  May,  1681. 


256  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CXXVII.  pp.  218-220.  A  fhort  narra¬ 
tive  of  my  proceedings  and  feveral  voy¬ 
ages  to  and  from  New  England  to 
Whitehall  during  the  time  of  my  man¬ 
ageing  his.  Maties  affaires  in  N.  Eng¬ 
land.  “  His  Mat,es  fervice  requireing 
my  fpeedy  Returne  to  N.  England,  I 
was  difpatched  away  and  that  addition 
not  fetled,”  pofl. 
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attacked  in  England,  the  General  Court  of  the  colony  made 
fome  alterations  in  the  laws,  fuch  as  that  againft  keeping 
Chriftmas,  the  putting  Quakers  to  death  upon  their  return 
after  banifhment ;  but  others  objected  to  by  the  Attorney- 
General  were  not  amended.256  A  few  days  later  they  fent  a 
letter  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  faying  they  had  “  made  a  con- 
fiderable  progreffe  ”  towards  amending  the  laws,  but  that 
they  had  been  unable  to  induce  any  one  to  undertake  the 
voyage  to  England,  as  agent  of  the  colony,  on  account  of 
the  rifk  of  capture  by  Algerine  pirates,  with  the  confequent 
high  ranfom  that  would  be  demanded.257  In  the  mean  time 
Mr.  Mafon  went  from  Bofton  to  New  Hampfhire,  and  upon 
prefenting  the  commands  of  the  King  was  admitted  as 
member  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  as  Secretary, 
but  the  other  members,  although  fuppofed  to  be  loyal  to  the 
Crown,  were  not  willing  to  admit  Mr.  Mafon’s  claim  to 
lands,  which  they  faid  had  been  “  wholly  deferted  by  Capt. 
John  Mafon”  many  years  before  the  Maffachufetts  govern¬ 
ment  had  extended  their  northerly  line  fo  as  to  include  them. 
Mr.  Mafon  threatens  the  poor  people,  and  “  further  tels  us 
and  the  people  y*  if  we  comply  not  wth  him  he  will  Imedi- 
ately  returne  for  England  &  reaffume  his  GovernmV’ 258 
The  report  of  the  Attorney-General  fuftained  the  views 
taken  by  Randolph.  The  forfeitures  for  breach  of  the  Adts 

of 


266  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  321.  Concerning  the  exceptions 
made  by  the  attorney-general  and  Soli- 
citor  agl  or  lawes,  27  May,  1681. 

257  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  31 1.  Letter  of 
General  Court  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
3  June,  1681. 

268  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 


Docw?ients,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  100. 
From  the  Counci  11  of  N.  Hamps  To  the 
King’s  molt  Excellent  Majefty  31  May 
1681.  “We  have  no  hopes  of  being 
able  fo  much  as  live  under  fuch  Impofi- 
tions  as  are  inevitable  under  fuch  a 
Proprietor.  Such  is  the  affedling  cry  of 
yor  Majts  poor  diftrelfed  fubjedts.” 
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of  Trade  muft  be  paid  to  the  King.  If  that  is  not  done,  and 
the  colonifts  do  not  comply  with  the  other  requirements, 
“  His  MatJ|  will  proceed  to  queftion  their  Charter  by  a  Quo 
Warranto  in  Hillary  Terme  next.  In  the  mean  time  Mr 
Randolph  is  ordered  to  lodge  his  Appeals  againft  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Boftoners  upon  the  Seizures  made  by  him, 
and  their  Lop.s  will  report  that  fummons  bee  ilfued  out  to  the 
perfons  concerned  thereinto  attend  in  a  competent  time.”259 
Mr.  Mafon  being  unfuccefsful  in  his  efforts  in  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  a  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  that 
province  was  prefented  to  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  evidently  written  by  Randolph,  his  objedt  being 
to  place  the  government  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  King, 
preparing  the  way  for  the  appointment  of  a  royal  general 
governor  over  the  whole  of  the  New  England  colonies.260 

Preparatory  to  his  return  to  Maffachufetts  Randolph  was 
made  on  October  15th,  by  Mr.  Blathwayt,  the  Surveyor  and 
Auditor  General  of  all  his  Majefty’s  revenues  arifing  in 

America, 


259  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  106,  p.  266.  Report  of  Attorney- 
General  ab£  N.  Engld  &c.  21  June  1681, 
pojt. 

260  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hantpjhire 
Docutnents,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  104.  A 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Councell  of  the  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire  in  New  England  upon  rec‘  of  His 
Mats  Commiffion,  read  6  September, 
1681,  poft. 

In  the  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay , 
by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2ded.,  Vol.  I.  p.  333, 
is  given  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Down¬ 
ing  to  Governor  Bradftreet,  dated  from 
Eaft  Hadley,  28  September,  1681.  “As 
for  the  large  and  particular  account  you 


are  pleafed  to  give  me  of  the  Concerns 
of  the  country  in  general,  your’s  was 
fent  hither  to  me  to  my  houfe  here,  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  where  I  have  been  for 
fome  weeks,  and  do  intend  to  ftay  fome 
weeks  longer,  fo  that  I  doubt  Mr.  Ran¬ 
dolph,  by  whom  I  fend  this,  will  be 
gone  e’er  I  come  to  London,  but,  when 
I  fhall  be  there,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  in¬ 
form  myfelf,  the  belt  I  can,  how  matters 
do  Hand  as  to  your  colony,  and  fhall  do 
them  the  bell  fervice  and  friendly  offices 
I  can,  and  it  will  be  very  well  and  ad- 
vifeable,  that  upon  Mr.  Randolph’s  ar¬ 
rival,  matters  relating  to  trade  be  fo 
fettled,  as  that  there  be  no  farther  juft 
Complaints  upon  that  account.” 
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America,  his  deputy  for  the  New  England  colonies,  with 
the  exception  of  New  Hampfhire.261  He  was  alfo  appointed 
Collector  by  royal  commiffion,  it  being  prefumed  that  a 
commiffion  from  the  King  would  have  more  weight  and 
greater  authority  than  one  given  by  the  Commiffioners  of 
Cuftoms.  Both  the  deputation  and  commiffion  were  read 
before  the  General  Court  on  16th  of  February,  i68i-2.2G2 
A  royal  letter  was  alfo  prepared  at  the  requeft  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  263  to  be  delivered  by  Randolph  to  the  Maffachufetts 
magiftrates,  reproving  them  for  countenancing  illegal  trad¬ 
ing,  for  allowing  attachments  to  be  granted  againft  the  col¬ 
lector,  for  demanding  a  depofit  of  money  in  order  to  obtain 
a  trial  and  pay  cofts,  for  feizing  fines  and  forfeitures  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  King,  for  denying  appeals  to  England  and  for 
negleCting  to  fend  agents,  and  requiring  them  to  give  affift- 
ance  to  Mr.  Randolph,  “  with  whofe  former  execution  of  his 
office  wee  are  fo  well  fatisfied  that  wee  have  granted  him  a 
further  authority  under  the  great  feale  of  England.”  If 
the  laws  of  trade  are  ftill  violated,  if  agents  fully  authorized 

“  as 

281  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  tor  &c.  Alfo  his  Maj^  comiffion  to 
p.  526.  The  deputation  of  William  Wm  Blathwayt,  Efqr  ;  as  alfo  Mr  Blath- 
Blathwayt,  Efq.,  to  Edward  Randolph,  wayt’s  deputation  to  Mr  Randolph,  all 
dated  15  October,  1681.  This  was  re-  which  are  on  file.” 
corded  at  the  requeft  of  Randolph.  283  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Entry 

262  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  333.  “At  the  Book  106,  p.  292.  Order  for  Letter  to 
opening  of  this  Court  his  majeftyes  let-  the  Maffachufetts,  18  October,  1681, 
ter  to  the  Gounr  &  Company,  brought  pofl. 

by  Mr  Edward  Randolph,  bearing  date  At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
21st  of  Odtober  1681,  was  read  in  open  which  voted  the  order,  Lord  Culpepper 
Court,  the  whole  Court  mett  together,  prefented  a  lift  of  names  for  Commif- 
[15  February,  1681-2].  Alfo  the  next  fioners  to  inquire  into  the  various 
day,  was,  before  the  whole  Court  read  claims  to  the  jurifdidtion  and  foil  of  the 
his  Majefties  comiffion  or  patent,  under  Narraganfet  country,  which  lift  was 
the  broad  feale  of  England  for  confti-  adopted, 
tuting  Edward  Randolph  Efqr,  Collec- 
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“  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  our  government  under  your 
care  are  not  immediately  fent  to  England,  if  our  com¬ 
mands  and  thofe  formerly  fignifyed  to  you  are  not  obeyed 
wee  fhall  take  fuch  further  refolutions  as  are  neceffary  to 
preferve  our  authority  from  being  negledfed.” 264  This  letter, 
which  Mr.  Blathwayt  calls  “exceeding  foft  and  gentle”  in 
his  defpatch  to  Randolph,  who  was  already  on  fhipboard 
prepared  to  fail,  was  lefs  harfli  in  tone  than  the  one  offered 
for  the  King’s  fignature  according  to  Chalmers,265  but  not 
adopted.  Mr.  Blathwayt  in  his  defpatch  warns  Randolph 


264  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  132.  Lre  from  ye  King 
to  the  Maffachufets,  21  October,  1681, 
pofl. 

260  Political  Annals ,  by  George 
Chalmers,  p.  443.  This  letter  gave  a 
long  and  detailed  account  of  the  mifde- 
meanors  of  the  Maffachufetts  colonifts 
from  the  very  infancy  of  the  fettlement 
“fo  much  tending  to  the  prejudice  of 
our  fovereign  right  and  your  natural 
dependance  upon  the  Crown;  the  quo 
warranto  of  1635  ;  the  many  thoufands 
of  our  fubjefts  who  groaned  under 
your  oppreffions ;  the  laws  made  ab¬ 
solutely  contrary  to  thofe  of  England ; 
the  great  hardffiips  fuffered  by  Engliffi 
merchants,  who  have  been  endamaged 
many  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  perfecution 
even  to  death  on  the  fcore  of  confcience  ; 
the  violence  exercifed  in  the  provinces 
belonging  to  Robert  Mafon  and  Fer- 
dinando  Gorges ;  the  breach  of  faith 
and  a6ts  of  injuftice  towards  the  In¬ 
dians;  the  hoftile  and  contemptuous 
manner  in  which  the  royal  commiffion- 
ers  were  treated  in  1665,  the  objedt  of 
their  miffion  defeated  and  their  adher¬ 
ents  imprifoned ;  matters  refted  thus, 
without  one  real  inftance  of  duty  on 
your  parts  until  1674,  when  Mafon  and 


that 

Gorges  renewed  their  complaints  ;  the 
agents  you  fent  were  made  fenfible  of 
the  great  crimes  you  were  anfwerable 
for  in  coining  money,  for  which  they 
befought  our  royal  pardon ;  the  con- 
ftant  violation  of  the  a<5ls  of  trade, 
by  which  the  cuftoms  in  England 
are  diminifhed  and  our  fubjefts  injured 
who  are  obliged  to  contain  them- 
felves  within  the  rules  of  law ;  the  neg- 
le<5t  to  amend  the  obnoxious  laws ; 
the  frivolous  and  inefficient  pretences 
for  not  fending  agents  in  the  prefcribed 
time ;  the  oppofition  to  the  collector, 
who  muft  be  permitted  at  all  times  and 
without  charges  to  profecute  offend¬ 
ers  ;  notwithftanding  our  commands  the 
free  exercife  of  religion  according  to  the 
Church  of  England  is  impeded  by  you  ; 
you  have  laid  impofitions  upon  perfons 
not  free  of  your  company  contrary  to 
your  charter ;  the  grievances  of  our 
good  fubjedls  muft  be  fpeedily  redreifed 
and  our  authority  acknowledged ;  In 
default  whereof,  we  are  fully  refolved  in 
Trinity  term  next  enfuing,  to  direct  our 
Attorney-General  to  bring  a  quo  war¬ 
ranto  in  our  court  of  King’s  bench, 
whereby  our  charter  granted  unto  you, 
with  all  the  powers  thereof,  may  be 
legally  evicted  and  made  void.” 


Edward  Randolph.  1 5  1 


that  he  has  one  rock  to  avoid  when  he  arrives  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  and  that  is,  he  mult  not  let  his  adverfaries,  like  wreft- 
lers,  “  come  within  you  after  which  they  will  eafily  give  you 
the  Cornifh  Hugg,”  and  overthrow  him.266 

While  Randolph  was  crofting  the  Atlantic,  Mr.  Mafon 
prefented  a  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Planta¬ 
tions,  praying  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Hampfhire  be 
“  required  and  commanded  to  acknowledge  and  recieve  him 
as  their  true  and  lawfull  proprietor,”  and  dating  that  the 
council  of  the  province  backed  by  the  “  factious  magiflrates 
of  Bofton,”  had  oppofed  him,  and  “  Jofhua  Moody,  a  preacher, 
had  publickly  excited  the  people  not  to  come  to  any  agree¬ 
ment  or  to  owne  the  petrs  title,”  a  warrant  had  iffued  for 
feizing  him,  and  a  declaration  made  that  “  neither  His  Majty 
or  the  petnr  had  anything  to  do  in  the  province.” 267 

On  the  17th  of  December,208  Randolph,  accompanied  by 

his 


266  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  246.  Letter  of  William  Blathwayt  to 
Edward  Randolph,  22  October,  1681, 
fiojl. 

267  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  109. 
The  humble  petition  of  Robert  Mafon, 
Efqr,  ag‘  ye  Councel  of  New  Hampfhire, 
read  10  November,  1681. 

268  Sewall  Papers  in  Maffachufetts 
Hijlorical  Society  Collections,  Fifth 
Series ,  Vol.  VI.  p.  17*.  “  Foye  arrives 
in  whom  Mr.  Randolph  and  his  new 
wife  and  family.”  Under  date  of  Chrift- 
mas  Sewall  notes  that  “  they  fit  in  Mr. 
Joyliffe’s  Pue ;  and  Mrs.  Randolph  is 
obferved  to  make  a  curtefy  at  Mr 
Willard’s  naming  Jefus  even  in  Prayer 
time.  Since  dwells  in  Hez.  Ufher’s 
Houfe,  where  Minifters  ufed  to  meet.” 
See  alfo  fame  feries ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  423, 


letter  of  Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop,  in  New  London.  “  Bofton, 
Decembr.  I9‘.hi68i.  deare  Brother.  Foy 
brought  Mr  Randolph  his  new  wife  and 
fower  daughters  with  a  Comiffion  under 
the  broad  feale  for  cuftom  matter  (I 
fuppofe)  and  a  letter  to  the  country  to 
enforce  the  execution  of  his  office.  He 
fays  the  Duke  [of  York]  is  in  Scotland. 
The  Duke  of  Monmouth  lives,  but  as  a 
private  gent.  The  Lord  Culpepper  in¬ 
tends  for  Virginia.  Sr  Edmond  Androfs 
troubled  with  vexatious  fuites  which 
come  to  nothing.  Captn  Nichols  gon  to 
Scotland  to  the  Duke.  All  at  peace, 
No  Parliament  nor  like  to  be.” 

See  alfo  Randolph’s  Short  Narrative 
of  his  proceedings  and  voyages,  poft. 

Randolph’s  fecond  wife  was  Grace 
Grenville.  His  four  daughters  were 
Jane,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Deborah. 
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his  newly  married  wife  and  his  four  daughters  by  his  nrft 
marriage,  arrived  in  Bofton  armed  with  his  commiffion  from 
the  King,  which,  however,  failed  to  evoke  greater  refpe6t 
among  the  colonifts  than  his  former  one,  it  “  being  looked 
upon  as  an  encroachment  on  their  charter,”  as  Randolph 
wrote,  and  confequently  being  met  with  determined  oppofi- 
tion  —  an  oppofition  probably  intenfified  by  a  report  that 
the  political  troubles  in  England  were  very  great,269  and  by 
a  rumor  that  the  States  of  Holland  had  fhown  themfelves 


favorable  to  Maffachufetts.270 


269  Hiflory  of  England ,  by  T.  B. 
Macaulay,  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  167,  etc. 
The  fecret  treaty  with  France  of  1670 
bound  Charles  II.  to  declare  himfelf  a 
Catholic.  “  Rumors  indiftinft  indeed, 
but  perhaps  the  more  alarming  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  indiftinftnefs,  imputed  to 
the  Court  a  deliberate  defign  againft  all 
the  conftitutional  rights  of  Englifhmen. 
It  had  even  been  whifpered  that  this 
defign  was  to  be  carried  into  effedt  by 
the  intervention  of  foreign  arms.  The 
general  impreffion  was  that  a  great 
blow  was  about  to  be  aimed  at  the 
Proteftant  religion.  The  King  was  fuf- 
pedled  by  many  of  a  leaning  towards 
Rome.  His  brother  and  heir  prefump- 
tive  was  known  to  be  a  bigoted  Roman 
Catholic.” 

270  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Collettions ,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V. 
p.  56.  Letter  of  John  Cotton  to  Thomas 
Hinckley,  Plymouth,  Jan.  3,  1681-2. 
“  It  is  taken  for  granted  by  Godly  wife, 
that  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  diver- 
fion  of  further  harfhnefs  was  an  ambafla- 
dor  from  the  States  of  Holland,  who  (as 
God  ordered  it,  and  as  fome  fuppofe, 
was  contrived  by  fome  religious  Prot- 


His  letters  are  full  of  com¬ 
plaints. 

eftants  of  the  Council)  came  in  the  very 
inftant  when  great  motions  were  on  foot 
for  regulations,  or  rather  fubverfions  of 
Maffachufetts,  and  folemnly  demands  in 
the  name  of  the  States,  that  his  Majefty 
would  forthwith  declare  whether  he 
were  for  Proteftantifm,  yea  or  no.  Mr. 
Randolph  had  complained  that  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  King’s  laws  refpedling 
trade  is  connived  at,  and  then  when  he 
fues  any  on  that  account  he  is  forced  to 
pay  moneys  (which  is  not  the  cuftom  in 
fuch  cafes  in  Old  England) :  and  that 
he  hath  not  juftice  etc.  The  King 
writes  on  his  behalf,  that  they  be  care¬ 
ful  to  do  him  juftice ;  that  he  be  heard 
without  demanding  money  of  him ;  that 
his  appeals  to  Old  England  be  allowed, 
in  cafe  he  be  not  fatisfied  with  any  ver¬ 
dict  etc.  The  Duke  of  York  hath  as 
much  acknowledgment  in  and  from 
Scotland,  as  his  heart  defires.  Papifts 
have  great  hopes  that  the  King  will  de¬ 
clare  for  them.  The  French  King  goes 
on  doing  mifchief.  Your  letter  to  Mr. 
Randolph  I  this  day  received  and  fhall 
fend  it  by  the  firft.  I  reft,  Sir,  your 
honor's  to  love  and  ferve 

“John  Cotton,  Senior.” 
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plaints.271  He  denounces  Mr.  Danforth  as  being  the  infti- 
gator  of  a  party  in  the  General  Court  againft  him,  “  giving 
out  that  none  had  power  to  feize  Ships  without  a  Warrant 
from  the  Govr  or  from  a  Magiftrate.”  He  ftates  that  in 
oppofition  to  him  as  royal  collector,  a  colonial  naval  office 
has  been  eftablifhed  againft  the  opinion  and  without  the 
confent  of  the  Governor ;  that  a  law  had  been  paffed  en¬ 
forcing  the  Adis  of  the  12th  and  the  15th  of  Charles  II.,  but 
not  taking  notice  of  the  25th  of  the  King,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  chiefly  for  the  plantation  trade ;  they  ftill  force  him 
to  give  fecurity  to  anfwer  damages  before  trials ;  he  is  not 
even  permitted  to  fee  the  clearing  of  fhips ;  notwithftanding 
his  appeals,  veffels  are  allowed  to  go  away  without  giving 
fecurity  to  ftand  a  further  trial ;  in  fine,  he  is  obftrudied  in 
all  the  parts  of  his  office.  To  confirm  his  ftatements,  he 
fent  to  the  Committee  in  England  fome  of  the  printed 
laws  of  the  colony.272  The  erection  of  the  Naval  Office, 
15  February,  1681-2,  under  the  complete  control  of  the 
authorities  of  Maffachufetts,  with  jurifdidtion  over  all  in¬ 
ward  and  outward  bound  veffels,  was  fure  to  be  condemned 
in  England.273  The  Adt  nullifying  Randolph’s  authority 

was 

271  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  office,  James  Ruflell,  chief  officer.  A 

Book  61,  p.  150.  Mr.  Randolph  com-  draft  in  the  Archives,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  186, 
plains  in  his  laft  letters,  pojl.  dated  1679,  orders  that  a  naval  office  be 

272  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Bundle  forthwith  eredted  and  fettled  in  Bolton, 

53  (17).  Indians,  Navigation  and  Trade,  Jofeph  Dudley,  chief  officer.  The  draft 
15  February,  1681-2,  pojl.  dated  21  February,  1681-2,  in  the 

273  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  Archives ,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  228,  adds  : 
p.  337,  16  February,  1681-2.  A  draft,  “whereas  Edward  Randolph  is  by  his 
dated  1678,  in  the  Maffachufetts  Ar-  Majeftie  during  his  pleafure  conftituted 
chives ,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  178,  ftates  that  in  his  Surveyor,  fearcher  &  collector  of  all 
purfuance  of  a  law  made  10  Odtober,  his  Majefties  cuftomes  &  duties  that 
1 6 77,  it  is  enadted  that  there  be  a  naval  may  arife  by  vertue  of  fd  adts  of  Par- 

vol.  1.  —  20  liament, 
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was  bad  enough,  but  it  was  followed  by  another  reviving 
an  old  law,  which  was  ftill  worfe,  —  the  law  inflicting 
the  penalty  of  death  upon  any  one  who  fhould  ftir  up 
an  infurredtion  againfl  the  conftituted  authorities,  or  who 
fhould  “  treacheroufly  and  perfidioufly  attempt  the  Altera¬ 
tion,  and  Subverfion  of  our  Frame  of  Polity  or  Govern¬ 
ment  Fundamentally.”  Mr.  Randolph  remarks  upon  this 
law  that  “  it  was  made  about  the  tyme  they  fett  up  to  be  a 
Common  Wealth,  &  ought  to  be  repealed;  it  was  a  law 
revived  by  the  Affembly  to  try  me  for  my  life  and  for  aCh 
ing  by  his  Majefties  Commiffion  before  it  was  allowed  by 
them.”  274  Thefe  aCts  fhowing  a  fpirit  hoftile  to  the  defigns 
of  the  Crown  led  to  collifions  with  Randolph’s  deputies  and 
under  officers,  fome  of  whom  were  arrefted  and  imprifoned, 
as  he  complains,  “  for  adling  by  virtue  of  his  Majefties  Com¬ 
miffion.”  He  complains  also  that  his  “  commiffion  was  not 
allowed  to  be  read  openly  in  Courts,”  275  although  warrants 
were  granted  to  him  by  fome  of  the  magiftrates  to  aid  him 
in  his  fearches.276  Finding  his  authority  generally  disre¬ 
garded 


liament,  it  is  ordered  that  he  have  en¬ 
couragement  in  the  due  difcharge  of 
his  trull.”  The  claufe  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Randolph  is  not  in  the  draft  of  March 
9th  in  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
LXI.  p.  243,  and  was  left  out  of  the 
records.  The  order  for  eftablilhing  the 
naval  office  and  obferving  the  two  A6ls 
of  Parliament  was  “  publiffied  by  beat 
of  drum”  on  25  March,  1681-2.  See 
Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  LXI. 
p.  243. 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  public  notice  that 
the  office  of  the  royal  collector  of  cuf- 
toms  would  be  at  his  refidence  in  Bof- 


ton,  and  the  hours  for  bufinefs  would  be 
between  nine  and  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  See  Majfachufetts  Archives , 
Vol.  LXI.  p.  249.  “To  all  mailers  of 
Ships  &  Veffells,  Merchts  and  others 
whom  it  may  concern,”  poft. 

274  Randolph's  Jhort  narrative  of  his 
voyages  under  date  of  March  10, 
1681-2,  poft. 

275  Ibid.,  under  date  of  1682 ,poJl. 

276  Majfachufetts  Archives,  N ol.  CVI. 
p.  250.  Aid  demanded  by  Edward 
Randolph  to  feize  a  veffel  at  Bofton  for 
bringing  in  a  cargo  of  fugar,  1  March, 
1681-2,  poft. 
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garded  and  held  in  contempt  he  wrote  a  ftrong  proteft 
againft  the  addons  of  the  General  Court,  faying  that  his 
commiffion  is  “  in  full  force  &  cannot  be  made  voyd  by  any 
order  law  or  written  paper  of  this  or  any  other  jurifdidtion 
in  New  England.  And  that  he  is  and  fhall  be  alwayes  ready 
wth  all  diligence  in  purfuance  of  the  fayd  letters  patents  & 
Adts  of  Parliament  vigoroufly  to  execute  the  fame  as  occa- 
fion  fhall  prefent.  And  laftly  for  his  further  Juftification  he 
doth  defire  that  this  his  proteft  may  be  entered  in  due  forme 
according  to  law.”  The  notary  public  in  Bofton  being 
unwilling  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  proteft,  Randolph 
publifhed  it  himfelf  on  April  the  6th,277  which  caufed,  he 
faid,  “  a  great  breach  amongft  them,  and  is  looked  upon  as 
an  aggravation  of  my  former  crime  of  trying  to  fubvert  the 
government.  The  magiftrates  are  refolved  to  profecute  me 
and  if  they  can  by  any  meanes  they  will  take  away  my  life, 
frydaye  next  I  am  to  be  examined;  imprifonment  is  the 
leaft  I  expedt,  but  their  treatment  of  me  will  depend  upon 
the  news  they  receive  from  England.  His  Maties  continued 

favour 


277  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  256.  The  Proteft  of  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph  againft  the  Proceedings  of  the 
General  Court,  3  and  6  April,  1682, pojl. 
Hutchinfon  in  his  Hijlory  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay ,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  330,  fays 
Randolph  “laid  his  commiffion  before 
the  general  court  and  defired  he  might 
be  aided  in  the  execution  of  his  office 
with  their  countenance  and  authority, 
but  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  appli¬ 
cation  he  fet  up  an  advertifement  in  the 
town  houfe  to  acquaint  all  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  that  an  office  was  erefted,  &c. 
This  he  faid  was  taken  down  by  the 
marfhal,  by  order  of  the  general  court 


or  fome  of  the  members,  he  therefore 
in  a  letter  to  the  governor  demands  the 
final  refolution  of  the  court,  whether 
they  will  admit  the  faid  patent  to  be  in 
force  or  not,  that  he  might  know  how  to 
govern  himfelf.”  In  a  note  Hutchinfon 
adds  :  “  William  Dyre,  at  the  fame  time, 
called  himfelf  furveyor  and  fearcher- 
general.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  office  of  furveyor-general, 
his  commiffion  extending  to  New  York, 
but  the  powers  and  duties  of  thofe  of¬ 
fices  were  not  then  fully  fettled.  Ran¬ 
dolph  did  not  chufe  to  acknowledge 
himfelf  Dyre’s  inferior,  or  fubjedl  to  his 
control.” 
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favour  to  this  people  hath  hightned  their  Contempts.  His 
Maties  Letters  are  of  no  value  here.  Nothing  will  ferve  but 
bringing  a  Quo  Warrt0  againft  their  Charter,  which  may 
fave  my  life  &  reform  this  Governm*.  I  am  preparing  to 
make  my  defence.  The  Govr  who  is  an  honeft  gent  but  very 
much  in  yeares  and  fome  of  the  magiftrates  oppofe  thefe 
heady  pradtices  what  they  can,  but  when  anything  comes  to 
a  vote  It’s  carried  againft  them.  Unlefs  orders  are  lent  at 
once  and  fent  by  Severall  wayes  of  Shipping  leaft  they  mif- 
carry  I  am  loft.”  278  His  fears  proved  grounalefs,  news  being 
received  from  England  that  the  court  party  was  ftill  trium¬ 
phant,  and  measures  againft  the  diffenters  were  being  rigor- 
oufly  executed.279 

278  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
53  (19).  Randolph  to  Lionel  Jenkins, 

Aprill  11,  1682 ,  poft. 

Hijlory  of  M ajfachufetts  Bay ,  by  T. 

Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  331. 

“  During  thefe  diftreffes  of  the  colony 
there  were  two  parties  fubfifting  in  the 
government,  both  of  them  agreed  in  the 
importance  of  the  charter  privileges,  but 
differing  in  opinion  upon  the  extent  of 
them,  and  upon  the  proper  meafures 
to  preferve  them.  The  governor,  Mr. 

Bradftreet,  was  at  the  head  of  the  moder¬ 
ate  party.  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Dudley, 
and  William  Brown,  of  Salem,  thefe  fell 
in  with  the  governor.  The  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Danforth,  was  at  the  head  of  the 
other  party,  the  principal  members  of 
the  court  with  him  were  Major  Gookins 
of  Cambridge,  Peter  Tilton  of  Hadley, 

Elifha  Cooke  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon  of 
Bofton.  This  party  oppofed  the  fend¬ 
ing  over  agents,  the  fubmitting  to  a<5ts 
of  trade  &c.  and  were  for  adhering  to 
their  charter  according  to  their  conftruc- 
tion  of  it,  and  leaving  the  event.” 

Ibid.  Letter  of  Governor  Bradftreet's 

mane 


fon,  April,  1681.  “  Better  the  ruin,  if  it 

muff  be  fo,  under  other  hands  than 
yours.  Time  will  make  it  appear  who 
have  been  the  faithful  and  wife  con- 
fervators  of  New  England’s  liberties.” 

279  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Co  Hellions ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  617.  Letter  of  Ichabod  Chauncey 
[fon  of  Prelident  Chauncey,  of  Harvard 
College]  to  Increafe  Mather.  “  Briftoll 
17.  1681-2.  (Suppofe  Feb.  17.  Prince.) 
I  doubt  not  but  comon  fame  hath  ac¬ 
quainted  you  how  great  a  cloud  the 
pteftant  Intereft  is  under  in  all  Chrilten- 
dome  &  more  efpecially  in  this  land  : 
how  farre  Popilh  counfells  have  prvailed, 
&  doe  daily  prvaile  among  us.  The 
French  King  (the  great  Engine  of  the 
Jefuites  at  this  day)  and  like  to  be 
Jlagellu  Europae,  influencing  all  the 
Councels  &  Courts  of  Europe,  &  more 
efpecially  in  thofe  Iflands.  I  fuppofe  I 
need  not  tel  you  what  pgrefs  the  D. 
York  (who  is  one  in  counfels  &  intereft 
with  the  Ffrench  King)  hath  made  in 
Scotland;  having  eftablifhed  his  owne 
fucceflion  there  by  all  the  ftrength  hu- 
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Edward  Randolph. 

It  was  evident  that  fomething  mufi  be  done.  William 
Stoughton  and  Jofeph  Dudley  were  finally  chofen  on  March 
20th  to  go  to  England  as  agents  of  the  colony,  but,  Mr. 
Stoughton  having  declined  pofitively,  John  Richards  was 
feledled  to  fill  his  place  three  days  after.280  Randolph  wrote 
to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  that  “  This  Goml  upon  ye  Newes  of  ye 
diflenters  being  imprifoned  in  Eng^  and  his  Matie  bringing 
a  Quo  Warrt0  againfi;  the  Charter  of  London,  believe  it  now 
tyme  to  make  their  application  to  his  Matie  by  their  Agents.” 
The  news  from  England  was  indeed  ferious.  If  the  writ 
of  quo  warranto  iffued  againfi  the  powerful  city  of  London,281 

the 


mane  laws  can  give,  the  poor  diflenters 
of  that  kingdome  being  brought  very 
low,  &  all  manner  of  feverity  ufed 
towards  them  :  the  cafe  of  diflenters  in 
Briftoll  worse  than  in  any  other  place 
in  England :  all  lawes  are  here  put  in 
execution  againfi;  us,  nay  more  than 
lawes,  for  men  are  fuffered  to  a<5t  their 
owne  wills  to  the  ruining  of  us.  All  our 
publick  meetings  are  fupprfled,  our  pub- 
lick  places  ruined ;  many  have  been  & 
are  imprifoned  ;  many  are  excomuni- 
cated :  others  are  indidted  upon  the  Aft 
of  20 l  pr  menfem  for  not  coming  to 
church ;  in  a  very  little  while  multitudes 
muft  eyther  fly,  conforme,  or  be  un¬ 
done,  but  alas  !  many,  nay  moll  of  the 
prfbiterian  diflenters  have  chofen  thor¬ 
oughly  to  conform  :  I  doubt  N.  E.  muft 
not  fare  much  better,  for  we  heare  they 
are  about  to  fend  you  over  a  Governo 
&  if  it  be  the  perfon  we  heare  named 
(viz.  Mr  Cranfield)  he  is  a  very  bafe 
Tory.  We  know  him  wel  in  Briftol,  & 
owe  a  good  pt  of  our  calamityes  to  his 
intereft  here  &  at  Court.” 

Hijlory  of  England,  by  T.  B.  Macau¬ 
lay,  i86r,  Vol.  I.  p.  206.  “  The  King  had 
triumphed.  The  reaftion,  which  had 


begun  fome  months  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Houfes  at  Oxford,  now  went 
rapidly  on.” 

280  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  346.  March  20  and  23,  1681-2. 

William  Stoughton,  born  in  England, 
1632,  died  in  Dorchefter,  1701  ;  Harvard, 
1650  ;  Chief  Juftice,  July  to  December, 
1686  ;  Lieutenant  Governor,  1692 ;  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  Superior  Court,  December, 
1692. 

Jofeph  Dudley,  born  in  Roxbury,  1647  ; 
died  there,  1720;  Harvard,  1665  ;  Com- 
miflioner  for  the  United  Colonies,  1677- 
1681 ;  Agent  to  England,  1682  ;  Prefl- 
dent  of  New  England,  1685  ;  Chief  Juf¬ 
tice,  1687;  Chief  Juftice  of  New  York, 
1690-1693  ;  Deputy  Governor  of  the  I  lie 
of  Wight,  elefted  to  Parliament  1701  ; 
Governor  of  Maflachufetts,  1702-1705. 

John  Richards  is  called  by  Hutchinfon 
“  a  wealthy  merchant  of  a  fair  charadter, 
and  one  of  the  affiftants.” 

281  Hijlory  of  England ,  by  T.  B.  Ma¬ 
caulay,  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  208.  “  Since  the 
charter  of  the  capital  was  in  their  way, 
that  charter  muft  be  annulled.  It  was 
pretended,  therefore,  that  the  City  of 
London  had  by  fome  irregularities  for¬ 
feited 
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the  ftronghold  of  the  Whigs,  fhould  refult  in  deftroying  its 
liberties,  what  chance  could  there  be  of  preserving  the  fran- 
chifes  of  the  Maffachufetts  Charter?  Although  the  ftorm 
was  fo  threatening,  the  agents,  by  their  inftrudtions,  were 
told,  “yow  fhall  neither  doe  nor  confent  to  anything  that 
may  violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  &  priviledges  granted  to 
us  by  his  Majties  royall  charter,  or  the  government  eflablifhed 
thereby;  but  if  anything  be  propounded  that  may  tend 
thereunto,  yow  fhall  fay,  yow  have  received  no  inftrudtion  in 
that  matter.”  282  Taking  with  them  an  addrefs  to  the  King 
from  the  General  Court,  one  alfo  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Gloucefter,  and  a  letter  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  from  Gover¬ 
nor  Bradftreet,  the  agents  fet  fail  on  May  31.”  283  The 
General  Court  begged  the  King  to  continue  his  favors 
towards  them,  and  promifed  that  in  the  future  the  rules  of 
the  Charter  would  be  ftridlly  adhered  to.284  The  inhabitants 

of 


feited  its  municipal  privileges ;  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  inftituted  againft  the  cor¬ 
poration  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.” 

282  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  346.  23  March,  1681-2.  In  regard 

to  coining,  the  agents  were  inftru<5ted  to 
fay  that  “  we  tooke  up  the  damping  of 
filver  meerley  upon  neceffitie ;  and  we 
have  been  well  informed  that  his  majtie 
had  knowledge  thereof,  yet  did  not  mani- 
feft  any  difpleafure  thereat  till  of  very 
late  ;  and  if  that  be  a  Trefpaffe  upon  his 
majties  royal  prerogative,  of  which  wee 
are  ignorant,  wee  humbly  beg  his  majties 
pardon  and  gratious  allowance  therein. 
For  admiffion  of  ffreemen  wee  humbly 
conceive  it  is  our  liberty,  by  Charter,  to 
chufe  whom  wee  will  admitt  into  our 
owne  company.  Yow  fhall  humbly  pray 
his  majties  favour,  referring  to  plantation 
goods,  that  they,  having  pajd  his  majties 


dues,  according  to  Add  of  Parliament  in 
the  25th  yeare  of  his  majtie,  his  fubjedds 
in  this  colonje  may  have  liberty  granted 
them  to  tranfport  the  fajd  plantation 
goods  into  Europe,  or  any  other  parts 
or  ports,  as  his  majties  fubje<5ls  in  Eng¬ 
land  may  lawfully  doe  The  land  claimed 
by  Mr.  Mafon  is  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  Maffachufetts.  The  Province 
of  Maine,  the  defence  of  which  has  coft 
eight  thoufand  pounds  befides  the  lofs 
of  life,  is  governed  according  to  the  pat¬ 
ent  granted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.” 
The  inftruddions  are  dated  15  February, 
1681-2. 

283  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  335. 
A  fall  to  profper  the  agents  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  June  22. 

284  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
P-  333)  under  date  of  15  February, 

1681-2 ; 
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of  Gloucefter  protefted  againft  the  claims  of  Mr.  Mafon, 
ftating  that  they  had  occupied  their  lands  more  than  fifty 
years,  that  they  were  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  Maffachufetts 
according  to  the  opinion  of  the  lords  chief  juftices  and  the 
limits  of  the  patent;  if  Mr.  Mafon,  who  had  never  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  lands  claimed,  wifhed,  he  could  bring  a  fuit  in 
the  local  courts.285  Governor  Bradftreet  apologized  for  not 
fending  agents  fooner,  faying,  “  His  Matie  will  Gracioufly 
pleafe  not  to  impute  the  Lapfe  of  time  to  us,  as  a  Negledt, 
but  look  upon  it  as  an  effect  of  thofe  Obftrudfions  with 
which  we  have  been  attended.”  286 

To  counteradt  the  efforts  of  the  agents  and  their  friends 
in  England,  Randolph  determined  to  break  down  what  he 
called  the  “  fadtion  ”  hoftile  to  him  among  the  magiftrates, 
believing  if  they  could  be  driven  from  office  and  made  inca¬ 
pable  of  accepting  any  political  truft,  the  tafk  of  eftablifhing 
the  King’s  authority  on  a  firm  bafis  would  be  eafy,  and  to 
influence  at  the  fame  time  all  he  could  in  England  in  his 
behalf.  He  fent  to  the  Plantation  Office  a  depofition  againft 
Mr.  Nowell,  one  of  the  magiftrates  who  had  not  allowed  his 
commiffion  to  be  read  in  court,  and  who  had  afferted  that 
the  Adt  of  Parliament  for  preventing  frauds  was  of  no 
force  in  the  colony.287  A  few  days  later  he  fent  “  Articles  of 

high 

1681-2;  alfo  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  moleft  &  diflurbe  us  in  our  lawfull 
Vol  CVI.  p.  258,  under  date  of  5  May.  rights.” 

285  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  286  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 
p.  334.  Addrefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Collettions ,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  II. 
Gloucefter  to  the  King,  16  February,  p.  306.  Letter  of  Governor  Bradftreet 
1681-2.  “Wee  humbly  implore  your  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  29  May,  1682. 
Majties  favour,  that  you  will  gratioufly  287  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
pleafe  to  interpofe  your  royall  authority  53  (22).  Depofition  of  Randolph  againft 
with  Mr  Mafon  that  he  may  ceafe  to  Nowell,  3  May,  1682,  pofl. 
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high  Mifdemeanors  ”  againft  feveral  of  the  magiftrates  and 
deputies,  whom  he  named,  giving  in  detail  an  account  of 
their  offences ;  that  they  had  refufed  to  publifh  the  King’s 
proclamation  to  enforce  the  Adt  for  better  fecuring  the 
plantation  trade ;  “  they  haue  refufed  to  repay  mee  feverall 
funis  of  money  which  I  was  forced  to  depofit  in  Court  before 
I  could  proceed  to  tryall  of  caufes ;  they  haue  refufed  to 
acknowledge  me  as  collector  although  preffed  to  do  fo  by 
the  Governor,  Major  Dudley  and  feveral  of  the  magiftrates ; 
they  haue  fet  up  a  Naval  office  in  oppofition  to  the  royal 
colledtor ;  the  fadtion  continue  to  exercife  the  power  of  Gov- 
ernor  &  Court  of  Affiftants,  which  through  the  inadvert¬ 
ency  of  former  Governors  the  Court  of  Deputies  have  affumed, 
to  hear,  repeal  and  determine  in  civill  cafes,  which  for  want 
of  Education,  and  being  under  no  perticular  Oath  they  are 
uncapable  to  manage,  So  that  by  their  Numbers  outvoting 
the  Govern or  and  Court  of  Affiftants  his  Maties  fubjedts 
greatly  fuffer  in  their  Eftats,  and  beftdes  their  is  no  fuch 
power  granted  them  in  their  Charter ;  they  have  negledted 
to  repeal  all  the  laws  of  the  colony  contrary  to  thofe  of 
England  including  their  Laws  Ecclefiafticall  and  all  other 
Laws  impofing  upon  Mens  confciences  and  Eftats  while 
they  ftill  coin  money,  which  their  Agents  confeffed  to  be  a 
great  crime;  they  have  refufed  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Blath- 
wait  as  Surveyor  and  Auditor  General  and  have  appropri¬ 
ated  to  themfelves  fines  and  forfeitures  which  are  due  to  the 
King.”  288  He  added  a  lift  of  thofe  fines  and  forfeitures 

which 

288  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Bundle  gener"  Court  fitting  in  Bofton  the  15th 
53  (14).  “  Articles  of  high  Mifdemean-  day  of  ffebruary  1681,  to  witt,  againft 
ors  exhibited  againft  a  fadlion  in  the  Tlio.  Danforth  Deputie  Governr  mr 

Guggins 
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which  had  been  feized  by  the  Maffachufetts  government, 
but  which  belonged  of  right  to  the  Crown,  and  claimed  be¬ 
tides  for  the  King  the  “  townes  of  Milton,  Brantree,  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Hengham,  Dedham,  Medfeild,  Mendham,  Reathone 
&  Porcefter  containing  nigh  900  familyes  and  feated  in  a 
fruitfull  foile,”  being  outfide  of  the  limits  of  both  Maffachu¬ 
fetts  and  New  Plymouth.289  The  withdrawal  of  the  New 
Hampfhire  towns  from  the  jurifdidtion  of  Maffachufetts  lefs- 
ened  the  influence  of  the  colony  on  the  north,  while  the 
threatened  reparation  of  the  towns  on  the  fouth,  if  carried 
out,  would  greatly  reftricft  the  territorial  limits  and  place  the 
colony  between  two  provinces  governed  diredtly  by  the  King. 

In  a  letter  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  Randolph  repeats  what 
he  had  already  written  in  other  communications,  adding 
“  they  are  all  incenfed  againft  me  and  are  combined  to  mif- 
reprefent  me  as  an  Enemy  to  their  Gom*  for  protefting  in 
his  Maties  name  againft:  their  New  Law,  &  a  difturber  of 

their 


Guggins  fenior,  mr,  Ja.  Ruffell,  mr  Sal¬ 
tonftall  fenior,  mr  Samuil  Noel,  mr  John 
Richard,  mr  Davie,  mr  Gidney  and  mr 
Appleton,  Mageftrats.  And  againft 
John  ffifher,  Elifha  Cook,  Tho.  Brattle 
fenior  Anthony  Stodder,  fenior,  Bath- 
urft,  Hathorn,  Wait  Johnfon,  Elifha 
Hutchinfon,  Spragg,  Oakes,  Holbruck, 
Cufhion,  Harnond  &  Pike  Deputies,  and 
all  members  of  the  fd  gener11  Court :  by 
Edward  Randolph  Colle6tr  etc.  of  his 
Majefties  Cuftomes  in  New  England 
28  May  1682,”  pofl.  Mr.  Saltonftall 
was  Richard  Saltonftall ;  Mr.  Noel  was 
Rev.  Samuel  Nowell ;  Mr.  Davie  was 
Humphrey  Davy ;  Mr.  Gidney  was 
Bartholomew  Gidney  or  Gedney ;  Mr. 

*  Appleton  was  Samuel  Appleton;  John 
Fifher  was  Daniel  Either ;  Anthony 
Stodder  was  Anthony  Stoddard;  Bath- 
vol.  1.  —  21 


urft  was  Nathaniel  Bofworth  ;  Hathorn 
was  probably  John  Hawthorn,  who  was 
not  a  deputy,  however,  until  16  May, 
1683,  —  William  Hawthorn  was  dead; 
Johnfon  was  William  Johnfon  ;  Spragg 
was  Richard  Sprague  ;  Oakes  was  Ed¬ 
ward  Oakes  ;  Holbruck  was  John  Hol¬ 
brook  ;  Cufhion  was  Daniel  Cufhing ; 
Hamond  was  Lawrence  Hammond; 
Pike  was  Robert  Pike,  who  became  an 
affiftant,  24  May,  1682  ;  Guggins  was 
Daniel  Gookin;  Wait  was  John  Wayt. 

289  Ibid.,  53  (35).  An  account  of 
Lands,  Rents,  fines  &  forfeitures  arif- 
ing  &  becoming  due  to  his  Matie  in  ye 
Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  N. 
EngH.  29  May  1682,  poji j  alfo  ibid.  53 
(27).  Reafons  of  my  proteft  agst  the 
Law  made  by  a  faction  in  the  gener11 
Court,  erecting  a  Naval  office,  po/l. 
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their  Inhabitants  who  have  not  tranfgrefd  the  lawes  of  their 
Country  by  which  they  are  to  be  governd:  but  I  hope  I 
have  done  nothing  but  my  duty,  &  expedt  to  be  juftified  in 
fo  doing.  I  know  they  will  not  be  wanting  to  render  me  to 
yr  Lordfp.s  as  ill  as  malice  &  interefl  can  invent ;  &  by  my  ab- 
fence  will  take  the  greater  Liberty ;  but  I  know  they  have 
not  juft  caufe  to  make  an  accufation  againft  me  on  my  pro¬ 
ceedings.  I  went  yefterday  to  feize  a  ketch  a  league  or  two 
below  their  Caftle  &  caught  fuch  a  cold  that  I  am  now  in 
extreamity :  fhould  it  pleafe  God  to  take  me  away  by  this 
or  other  accident  It  would  be  accounted  the  bleffed  return 
of  their  prayers.  I  hope  yr  Honor  will  intercede  wth  his  Matie 
that  my  wife  &  children  may  have  recompence  made  them 
for  all  my  Ioffes  &  charges  I  have  been  at  in  contending  & 
maintaining  his  Maties  Right  to  that  effedt  in  this  place,  that 
his  Matie  may  now  putt  a  finall  end  to  all  difputes  here  with 
his  Royall  Authority,  without  any  charge.  I  have  broak 
the  heart  of  this  fadtion  &  if  it  pleace  god  to  fpare  my  life 
fhall  prepare  them  to  receive  his  Maties  commands,  his  Maties 
bringing  a  Quo  Warrt0  againft  their  Charter  &  by  his 
printed  declaration  difable  Danforth  &  his  fadtion  from 
bearing  any  office  civill  or  military  &  making  them  uncapa- 
ble  of  voting  in  future  Eledtions  will  putt  this  Gorrf  into 
the  hands  of  honeft  &  prudent  Gentlemen  who  will  with  all 
duty  receive  his  Maties  Lawes  &  Goum4.”  In  a  poftfcript 
he  adds,  “  Nothing  thefe  agents  promife  may  be  depended 
upon  if  they  are  fuffered  both  to  depart  till  his  Matie  have  a 
full  account  that  all  is  here  regulated  as  promifed.”  290  q 

290  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  53  (23).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  29  May, 
1682,  pojl. 
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On  the  fame  day  he  wrote  to  the  Bifhop  of  London,  with 
whom  he  had  already  converfed  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  who 
had  a  general  fuperintendence  of  the  colonial  churches,  fug- 
gefting  that  as  the  chief  obftacle  to  planting  the  Anglican 
Church  in  Maffachufetts  was  the  coft  of  maintenance  it 
would  be  defirable  to  divert  the  money  “  pretended  to  bee 
expended  amongft  the  Indians  ”  to  the  fupport  of  clergymen 
fent  from  England.  “  I  am  told  by  credible  perfons  that 
there  is  nigh  two  thoufand  pounds  of  that  money  put  out  to 
intereft  in  this  country.”  He  hints  that  this  money  will  be 
ufed  as  a  fund  for  bribing  people  in  England,  “  for  they  have 
very  good  correfpondency  with  fome  of  the  clerks  of  the 
Councill  and  their  great  friend  L.  P.  S.  [Lord  Privy  Seal] 
cannot  withftand  their  weighty  arguments.  They  have 
bin  this  3  years  raifing  money  for  this  expedition,  their  laft 
agents  expended  above  4000/.  in  their  agency,  the  poore 
people  muft  pay  all,  for  by  their  law  neither  magiflrates, 
minifters  or  any  publick  officers  are  charged  with  any  publick 
rate.”  He  fpeaks  of  his  fuccefsful  attempts  to  convert  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  Anglican  Church :  “  I  give  your  Lordffiip  my 
humble  thankes  for  the  great  prefent  of  excellent  bookes.  I 
have  difpofed  of  them  to  advantage  and  with  my  wife  are 
cryed  upon  as  difturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  churches  for 
bringing  in  damnable  bookes.”  There  is  one  thing,  how¬ 
ever,  better  than  any  other,  and  that  is  to  declare  all  mar¬ 
riages  hereafter  made  according  to  the  laws  of  the  colony 
illegal,  and  thofe  only  “  fhall  be  allowed  lawfull  as  are  made 
by  the  minifters  of  the  church  of  England.”  He  fpeaks  in 
contemptuous  terms  of  the  agents :  “  Major  Dudley  will 
cringe  and  bow  to  anything,  he  hath  his  fortune  to  make  in 

the 
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the  world  and  if  his  Majefty,  upon  alteration  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  make  him  captain  of  the  caftle  of  Bofton  and  the 
fforts  in  the  colloney,  his  Majefty  will  gaine  a  popular  man 
and  obleidge  the  better  party.  As  for  Cap1  Richards  he  is 
one  of  the  faction,  a  man  of  meane  extraction,  coming  over 
a  poore  fervant,  as  moft  of  the  fadtion  were  at  their  firffc 
planting  heere,  but  by  extraordinary  feats  and  couffinadge 
have  gott  them  great  eftates  in  land,  efpecially  Danford,  fo 
that  if  his  Majefty  doe  fine  them  fufftciently,  and  well  if 
they  efcape  foe,  they  can  goe  to  worke  for  more.  As  for  Mr. 
Richards  he  ought  to  be  kept  very  fafe  till  all  things  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  quiett  and  regulation  of  this  government  be  per¬ 
fectly  fettled.  They  have  certaynly  one  great  advantage  by 
my  abfence,  haveing  liberty  to  fay  what  they  pleafe.”  Their 
prefence  in  England  will,  however,  adf  as  a  “  pledge  for  fuch 
minifters  as  your  Lordfhip  fhall  thinke  convenient  to  fend 
over  for  their  civill  treatment,  and  I  thinke  no  perfon  fitter 
than  Major  Dudley  to  accompany  them  who  will  be  very 
carefull  to  have  them  fettled  as  ordered  in  England.”  He 
pouches  upon  the  quarrel  between  “  the  old  church  and  the 
members  of  the  new  church  about  baptifme  and  their  mem¬ 
bers  joyning  in  full  communion  with  either  church  ;  this 
was  foe  high  that  there  was  imprifoning  of  parties  and  great 
difturbances,  but  now  hearing  of  my  propofals  for  minifters 
to  be  fent  over,  they  are  now  joyned  together  about  a  fort¬ 
night  ago,  and  pray  to  God  to  confound  the  defires  of  all 
who  difturbe  their  peace  and  liberties.  I  have  made  it  an 
article  againft  them  for  not  repealing  their  laws  ecclefiafticall 
and  fent  my  papers  to  Mr.  Blathwayt,  to  which  I  refer  you, 
befeeching  you  to  be  prefent  at  the  meetings  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 
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mittee.  If  commanded  I  will  readily  pafs  the  feas  to  attend 
at  Whitehall,  efpecially  if  Danford,  Goggin  and  Nowell, 
magiftrates  and  Cooke,  Hutchinfon  and  Fifher,  members  of 
their  late  generall  court  and  great  oppofers  of  the  honed; 
governor  and  magiftrates  be  fent  for  to  appeare  before  his 
Majefty :  till  which  time  this  country  will  always  be  a  fliame 
as  well  as  inconveniency  to  the  government  at  home.”  He 
evidently  thinks  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,291  a  brother- 
in-law  of  Dudley,  could  be  won  over,  for  “  he  is  a  moderate 
man,  and  baptizeth  thofe  who  are  refufed  by  the  other 
churches,  for  which  he  is  hated.  My  Lord,  we  heere  the 
flaves  in  Algier  are  all  to  be  redeemed,  that  I  bouldly  write 
itt  that  the  fettlement  of  this  country  and  putting  the  gov¬ 
ernment  into  the  hands  of  honeft  gentlemen,  fome  of  which 
are  already  in  the  magiftracy,  and  difcountenancing  utterly 
the  fa&ion,  will  be  more  gratefull  to  us,  for  now  our  con- 
fciences  as  well  as  our  bodys  are  in  captivity  to  fervants  and 
illiterate  planters.  My  Lord,  your  goodnefs  and  readinefs 
to  ferve  his  Majefty  in  the  fettlement  of  this  great  plan¬ 
tation,  invites  me  upon  all  occaftons  to  interpofe  your 
Lordfhips  more  weighty  affayres,  but  fince  wee  are  heere 
immediately  under  your  Lordfhips  care,  I  with  more  free- 
dome  prefs  for  able  and  fober  minifters,  and  wee  will 
contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance.” 292 

In  order  to  drive  the  magiftrates  into  a  falfe  pofttion  and 
to  make  “  appear  barefaced  what  is  really  intended  by  the 

Gener11 

291  Mr.  Willard  and  Mr.  Dudley  mar-  ward  Randolph  to  the  Bifhop  of  .Lon- 

ried  daughters  of  Edward  Tyng.  don,  29  May,  1682,  pofl.  Hutchinfon 

292  Hutchinfon' s  Collection  of  Papers,  adds  in  a  note  that  the  ftatement  in  re- 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  271.  Ed-  gard  to  Captain  Richards  is  falfe. 
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Gener11  Court  to  bee  done  in  anfwer  to  his  Maties  fervice  and 
expectation  without  any  referves  or  equivocation  and  to 
demonftrate  how  ready  I  am  to  attend  my  dutie  which 
would  long  fince  have  been  effedted  with  great  eafe  and 
quiet,  had  not  fome  overweening  perfons  againft  all  colour  of 
right  or  good  inclinations  to  his  Maties  fervice,  block’t  up  my 
way,  and  rendered  his  Maties  authority,  though  fortified  with 
ye  befl  powr  and  fecurity,  fo  weak  and  inconfiderable  that 
nothing  will  now  availe  with  the  people,  but  what  is  allowed 
of  &  approved  by  fome  Members  in  this  Government,” 
Randolph  prefented  a  feries  of  queftions  to  the  General 
Court,  all  bafed  upon  the  fadt  that  the  laws  of  the  colony 
were  confidered  fuperior  to  Adis  of  Parliament  or  to  com¬ 
mands  of  the  King.293 

So  highly  wrought  were  the  feelings  of  both  parties,  and 
fo  incenfed  were  fome  of  the  officers  of  the  government  at 
Randolph’s  condudt  that  the  magiftrates  paffed  a  vote  de¬ 
manding  that  he  fhould  be  publicly  reprimanded  by  the 
Governor,  with  threats  of  a  “  more  fevere  animadverfion, 
in  cafe  he  do  proceed  in  fuch  abufive  wayes,  they  having 
daily  informations  of  his  dirty  &  abufive  refledtions  upon 
this  Court  &  the  laws  of  this  Colony.”  The  deputies, 
however,  did  not  give  their  confent  to  the  vote.294  A  few 
days  after  the  rejedtion  of  the  vote  of  cenfure,  Randolph 
wrote  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,295  complaining  that  the 

magiftrates 

293  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  to  appear  to  be  admoniflied  by  the  Gov- 

53  (39)-  Mr  Randolph’s  Queries  to  ye  ernor  for  his  refledtions  on  the  General 
Gen11  Court,  7  June,  1682 ,  pojl.  Alfo  Court  on  April  3.  9  June,  1682,  pojl. 
Suffolk  Court  files,  No.  2081,  in  Ran-  295  He  was  the  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
dolph’s  handwriting.  Clarendon,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 

294  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI.  who  died  in  France  in  1674. 
p.  262.  Order  for  Edward  Randolph 
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magiftrates  had  by  fecret  means  or  bribery  procured  copies 
of  his  papers,  and  of  Mr.  Cranfield’s  inftrudtions  as  Gover¬ 
nor  of  New  Hampfhire;  they  have  friends  in  England  utoo 
nigh  the  councill  chamber.”  He  expreffes  his  delight  at  the 
return  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  London:  “I  heartily  con¬ 
gratulate  the  happy  returne  of  his  Royall  H.  my  gracious 
mafter  to  Whitehall,  the  news  whereof,  and  of  his  Majeffies 
bringing  quo  warrantos  againft  feveral  charters  296  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  of  Mr.  Cranfield’s  being  conftituted  governor  of 
New  Hampfhire  puts  thefadtion  in  a  great  perplexity.  I  am 
confident,  if  his  Majeftie  had  bene  pleafed,  at  the  fame  time 
he  made  Mr.  Cranfield  governor,  to  bring  a  Q.  W.  againft 
their  charter  and  made  him  governor  of  this  collonie,  they 
would  thankfully  receive  him,  efpecially  upon  declaring 
liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  of  religion,  but  fo  long  as 
their  charter  remains  undifturbed,  all  his  Majeftie  faith  or 
commands  fignifies  nothing  here.  A  quo  warranto  againft 
the  charter  and  fending  for  Tho.  Danforth,  Sam.  Nowell,  a 
late  factious  preacher  and  now  a  magiftrate  and  Dan. 
Fifher  and  Elifha  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the 
articles  of  high  mifdemeanours  I  have  now  exhibited  againft 
them,  will  make  the  whole  fadtion  tremble.  I  was  very 
much  threatened  for  my  proteft  againft  their  navall  office, 
but  it  was  at  a  time  when  they  heard  of  troubles  in  Eng¬ 
land  ; 

296  Hijlory  of  England,  by  T.  B.  Ma-  which  had  been  in  the  habit  of  return- 
caulay,  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  211.  “  Fluffied  ing  Whig  members  to  Parliament.  Bor- 
with  this  great  vidlory  [the  forfeiture  ough  after  borough  was  compelled  to 
of  the  charter  of  London]  the  govern-  furrender  its  privileges ;  and  new  char- 
ment  proceeded  to  attack  the  confti-  ters  were  granted  which  gave  the  af- 
tutions  of  other  corporations  which  cendency  everywhere  to  the  Tories.” 
were  governed  by  Whig  officers,  and 
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land ;  but  fince,  I  am  very  eafy,  and  they  would  be  glad  to 
heare  no  more  of  it.  I  have  arretted  Mr.  Danforth  for  io/. 
part  of  the  money  taken  from  me  by  their  arbitrary  orders 
and  Mr.  Ruffell,  their  Treafurer  for  5/.  due  to  me  for  a  fine, 
and  I  am  to  have  a  tryall  with  them.  I  am  at  a  great  dis¬ 
advantage  by  reafon  of  my  diftance  from  court ;  it  is  there¬ 
fore  my  humble  requeft  to  your  Lordfhip  to  move  that  2  or 
3  committyes  may  be  appointed  for  this  matter,  when  your 
Lordfhip,  my  Lord  Hide  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  may  be  prefent,  and  the  whole  matter  of  fad  examined 
and  ftated.  There  is  reafon  not  only  to  vacate  their  charter 
but  to  fend  over  a  prudent  gentleman  to  be  generall  gover¬ 
nor.  If  the  party  were  fo  confiderable  as  to  revolt  (as  hath 
been  Sometimes  Suggested)  their  firft  worke  would  be  to  call 
me  to  account,  but  they  dwindle  away  and  are  very  much 
divided,  magifirate  againft  magistrate,  the  one  hoping,  the 
other  fearing  a  change.  There  has  been  nothing  but  open 
contempt  of  all  of  his  Majefties  commands,  with  Small 
evafions  and  tricks  have  followed  and  worfe  may  be  daily 
expedled.  One  unhappy  (if  not  willfull)  mistake  hath  very 
much  promoted  thefe  mifchiefs,  his  Majeftie  hath  been  repre¬ 
sented  to  this  people  very  low  in  his  treafury,  unable  and 
unwilling  to  give  them  any  disturbance,  though  never  fo 
much  provoked  to  it.  Befides  his  Majeftie  has  never  called 
them  to  account  for  not  fending  over  Bellingham  and 
Hathorne  in  1666  when  commanded  upon  their  allegiance 
to  attend  at  Whitehall  and  not  fo  much  as  the  lead  notice 
taken  of  it  fince.  They  have  been  represented  as  dutifull 
and  loyall  and  able  to  raife  great  forces  and  had  Subdued 
the  wildernefs  at  their  own  expenfe.  Their  forces  are  very 

inconfiderable, 
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inconflderable,  more  for  fhew  than  fervice.  I  will  engage 
with  500  of  his  Majefties  guards  to  drive  them  out  of  their 
country.  As  for  all  the  perfons  joyned  and  concerned  in 
the  faction  here  I  know  but  one  man  who  was  not  a  fervant 


or  a  fervant’s  fon,  who  now  governe  their  governor  and  the 
whole  country.297  They  call  the  money  coyned  in  this  col¬ 
ony,  New  England  coyne,  engageing  the  whole  plantation 
in  the  matter  of  their  mint  and  thereby  befpeaking  the 
influence  this  fmall  government  would  have  over  all  the 
neighboring  colonys,  but  their  ambition  will  fhew  itfelf  upon 
all  occaflons  ;  they  have  been  for  many  yeares  defigneing  to 
control  the  generall  government  over  the  whole  plantation, 
which,  indeed,  is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  his  Majefties  be- 
halfe,  but  not  to  be  managed  by  them.”  298  On  the  fame 
day  Randolph  wrote  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  complaining  that 
bribery  had  been  ufed  in  England  by  the  colonifts,  that 

“  money 


297  Hutchinfon  in  his  note,  Collection 
of  Papers,  Vol.  II.  p.  278,  Prince  So¬ 
ciety,  fays  :  “  This  is  a  fcandalous  mif- 
reprefentation,  unlefs  he  intended  to 
fave  himfelf  by  fuppofing  the  governor 
and  the  whole  country  to  be  governed 
by  a  few,  only,  of  thofe  againft  whom 
he  had  juft  before  exhibited  articles  of 
high  mifdemeanor.”  William  H.  Whit¬ 
more,  the  editor  of  the  Prince  Society 
edition,  alfo  adds  a  note :  “  It  feems 
almoft  idle  to  add  to  Hutchinfon’s  de¬ 
nial,  but  it  is  clear  that  this  was  only  a 
random  affertion  in  direct  contradiction 
to  Randolph’s  former  ftatements.  The 
governing  clique  of  the  Colony  feems  to 
have  been  very  tenacious  of  its  hold  on 
the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  and  recent 
inveftigations  tend  to  fhow  that  the 
principal  families  belonged  to  the  rank 
of  gentry  prior  to  their  emigration  from 


England.  In  the  particular  inftance  of 
Dudley  Randolph  was  grofily  wrong,  as 
he  was  not  one  of  the  firft  adventurers, 
but  was  born  here  in  1647.” 

298  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  p.  275.  Mr.  Ran¬ 
dolph  to  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  14 
June,  1682,  poft.  Randolph  refers  evi¬ 
dently  to  the  Confederation  of  1643, 
in  which  Maffachufetts,  being  more 
populous  and  wealthy  than  Plymouth, 
Connecticut,  or  New  Haven,  was  the 
moft  prominent  member.  The  Con¬ 
federation  loft  its  authority  and  in¬ 
fluence  gradually  after  the  reftoration 
of  royalty  in  England.  The  laft  re¬ 
corded  meeting  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  United  Colonies  New  Haven  hav¬ 
ing  been  annexed  to  Connecticut,  printed 
in  the  Plymouth  records,  was  held  on 
24  March,  1678-79. 
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“  money  was  difpofed  of  to  fome  perfons  then  in  Great  Sta¬ 
tions  at  Court :  by  whofe  affiftance  together  with  the  Attor¬ 
ney  Gen11  Sr  William  Jones  their  Councill,  they  avoided 
the  alteration  then  intended  by  his  Matie  to  be  made  in  their 
Govm*  But  Sr  William  Jones  &  Sr  ffrancis  Winnington 
have  left  their  opinion  upon  record  that  the  mifdemeanours 
objected  againfl  do  contain  fufficient  matter  to  avoid  ye 
Patent  but  that  cannot  otherwife  be  done  then  by  a  Quo 
Warr‘.°  Since  then  they  have  oppofed  his  Maties  letters 
patents  and  me  in  the  execution  of  my  Office.  Endeavours 
are  ftill  ufed  by  the  Phannatticks  at  home  to  keep  up  the 
minds  of  this  fadlion  by  fending  over  heither  all  forts  of 
fcandalous  papers,  as  ye  firft  fecond  &  third  parts  of  No 
protejlant  Plot  &  feverall  papers  in  vindication  of  my  lord 
Shaftfbury,  but  the  newes  of  his  Royall  Highnes  return  to 
Court  and  the  profecuting  the  diffenters  at  home  hath  quite 
altred  &  lefned  the  party.” 

“We  haue  a  report  &  wee  hope  tis  true  that  My  Lord  of 
London  is  fending  over  to  us  an  able  minifter:  at  which 
many  hundred  good  people  are  highly  rejoiced :  their  chil¬ 
dren  being  to  this  day  un-baptized,  notwithftanding  his 
Majties  Exprelfe  Commands  on  that  behalfe,  nor  are  any  per¬ 
fons  admitted  to  the  Sacrament  but  fuch  as  are  of  their 
Congregationall  Church.  Ever  fince  his  Matis  happy  ref- 
tauration  this  Gom4  have  been  juftly  complained  of:  warrs 
&  other  troubles  arifing  at  home  haue  prevented  his  Maties 
regulating  thefe  abufes :  in  the  tyme  of  the  Rebellion  in 
Engd  Sr  Henry  Vanes  &  Hugh  Peters  difciples  &  friends  gott 
into  ye  Gom4  &  faving  ye  Goif  &  8  or  10  honeff  Gent  in  ye 
Magiftracy  few  or  none  but  rigid  Independents  are  in  the 
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Cheife  places  Civill  or  Military.  Nothing  will  reduce  this 
place  to  their  due  obedience  to  his  Matie  and  eafe  the  poor 
Inhabitants  of  the  intolerable  burthen  they  have  long  tyme 
lain  under  but  a  Quo  Warrt0  fo  often  &  fo  neceffarily  prefd 
for.  I  queftion  not  but  large  complaints  will  be  made 
againft  me  but  I  have  faithfully  reprefented  the  publick 
proceedings  of  this  place  and  for  almoft  7  yeares  have  at¬ 
tended  his  Maties  fervice  here.  I  humbly  befeech  yr  Honr  to 
intercede  with  his  Matie  on  my  behalfe,  and  to  remember 
that  I  am  placed  in  a  troublefome  ftation,  being  to  manage 
with  a  faction  whofe  Chriftian  Policy  is  to  fupport  them- 
felves  by  falfe  reports  &  Calumnyes.”  In  a  poftfcript  he 
adds:  “If  the  Agents  return  home  with  an  Olive  branch 
(as  their  minifters  pray  in  their  pulpetts)  that  branch  may 
prove  a  fatall  tree  to  me,  at  prefent  Secure  &  very  eafy 
during  their  Agents  Stay  in  Engd  for  in  refpedt  to  them  they 
durft  do  no  other.” 299 

Not  only  did  Randolph  complain  of  the  oppofition  to  his 
colledtorfhip,  but  he  alfo  complained  that  he  was  taxed  un- 
juftly  by  the  colonial  authorities,  for  his  office  entitled  him, 
as  he  claimed,  to  an  exemption  from  local  taxation.  Warm 
words  paffed  between  him  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon  on  the 
Exchange  in  regard  to  the  matter,  leading  almoft  to  blows. 
Hutchinfon  wifhed  to  fight  on  the  fpot,  although  only  armed 
with  a  ftaff,  while  Randolph  wore  his  fword  by  his  fide.300 
Randolph  writes,  he  “  heares  it  [the  tax]  will  be  repay’d  him 

and 

299  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  800  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.CVI. 
53(27).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  14  June,  p.263.  Affidavit  of  Eliffia  Hutchinfon, 
1682 ,  poJl*  23  June,  1682,  pojl. 
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and  he  fhall  not  be  rated  again.”301  His  letters  at  this  time 
are  full  of  complaints,  denunciations,  and  accufations.  The 
faction,  he  fays,  confifts  of  the  Deputy  Governor  and  fix 
magiflrates  out  of  the  twenty,  but  they  and  the  major  part  of 
the  deputies  carry  everything  againft  the  Governor.  The 
Governor  refufed  to  grant  a  commiffion  as  naval  officer  to 
Mr.  Ruffell,  but  the  Deputy  Governor  not  only  gave  him  the 
commiffion,  but  adminiftered  the  oath.  “  The  Magiflrates 
endeavoured  to  lay  afide  the  Court  of  Deputies,  but  let  the 
defign  fall  for  want  of  Courage.  The  Deputies  would  admitt 
of  no  alteracon  in  their  old  Law  Books  but  will  have  all  their 
old  Laws  fland.  A  ftridl  fummons  ought  to  be  fent  to  Mr. 
Danforth  for  his  appearance  at  Whitehall.  They  continue  to 
leavy  ffines  wch  amount  to  about  400/  p  ann.  Their  cuftoms 
come  to  as  much  more.  The  excife  two  yeares  fince  was 
farmed  at  800/  p  ann.  The  rates  upon  Bolton  come  to 
about  1600/  p  ann,  a  third  of  the  whole  Colony.  They  talk 
of  fortifying  the  Iflands  under  pretence  of  a  fear  of  a  Warr 
wth  ffrance.  Ships  come  in  from  all  parts  and  enter  in  the 
new  office  eredled  by  the  Boftoners,  I  not  being  pmitted  to 
fee  their  Clearings  from  whence  they  pretend  to  come,  wch 
Major  Dudley  will  confefs.  The  agents  coming  over  not 
agreed  upon  till  they  heard  that  the  diffenters  in  England 
were  imprifoned  &  that  a  Quo  Warranto  was  out  agst  the 
Charter  of  London.  Majr  Dudley  will  give  a  fight  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  Inftrudlions,  faid  to  be  faucy.  The  number  of  Danf orths 

Creatures 

801  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  ftradts  are  not  arranged  in  the  Record 
S3  (t  54).  Abftratt  of  letters  from  Mr  office  ftridtly  according  to  dates.  The 
Randolph  at  N  :  Engl1?  20  December,  fame  order  is  followed  in  the  tranfcripts. 
1681  to  24  June,  1682,  pojl.  The  ab- 
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Creatures  in  the  Magiftracy  &  number  of  Eledtors  wch  are 
1800  whereof  500  not  worth  100/  each  are  the  great  hin¬ 
drance  of  His  Mats  affaires.”  Having  heard  that  Mr.  Gookin 
had  in  his  poffeffion  money  belonging  to  the  regicides  Goffe 
and  Whalley,  he  writes :  “  My  Goggins  a  Magiftrate  did 
manage  a  great  flock  for  Goff  &  Whaley.  I  will  enquire 
after  it.”  At  the  fame  time  he  petitions  the  King  to  grant 
him  in  fee  or  give  him  a  leafe  of,  for  ninety-nine  years,  a 
tradl  of  land  containing  three  or  four  hundred  acres,  granted 
formerly  by  Salem  to  Hugh  Peters,302  and  forfeited  by  his 
treafon.  In  the  midfl  of  his  trials  and  difficulties  he  was 
cheered  by  the  news  that  the  Biffiop  of  London  had  “  fent 
over  a  minifler  with  Mr.  Cranfield ;  the  very  report  hath 
given  great  fatisfadlion  to  many  hundreds  whofe  children 
are  not  baptized,  and  to  as  many  who  never  fince  they  came 
out  of  England  received  the  facrament.  If  wee  are  mifin- 
formed  concerning  your  lordfhip’s  fending  over  a  minifler, 
be  pleafed  to  commiferate  our  condition  and  fend  us  over  a 
fober  difcreet  gentleman.  Your  lordffiip  hath  now  good 
fecurity,  as  long  as  their  agents  are  in  England,  for  his  civill 
treatment  by  the  contrarie  partie :  he  will  be  received  by  all 
honefl  men  with  hearty  chriftian  refpedls  and  kindnefs,  and  if 
his  Majeflies  lawes  (as  none  but  fanaticks  queftion)  be  of  force 
with  us,  wee  could  raife  a  fufficient  maintenance  for  divers 
miniflers  out  of  the  eflates  of  thofe  whofe  treafons  have  for¬ 
feited  them  to  his  Majeflie.  I  queftion  not  but  your  lord- 

fhips 

802  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  in  the  church  at  Salem.  Efpoufed  the 
S3  C1 54)*  Abftra6t  of  Letters  from  Mr  Parliamentary  caufe  upon  his  return  to 
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fhips  unfpotted  loyalty  to  his  Majeltie,  and  charitie  to  us  his 
dutifull  fubjedts,  will  now  engage  your  lordlhip  timely  and 
vigoroufly  to  affilt  to  reduce  this  fadtion.  I  had  rather  take 
a  voyage  to  England,  if  commanded,  to  make  out  my  allega¬ 
tions,  than  to  have  this  matter  [the  fettlement  of  the  planta¬ 
tion]  pahed  over  and  hurlht  up  upon  bare  pretences  and 
promifes.”  303  Before  fending  this  letter  to  the  Bifhop,  who 
was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  he  had 
made  on  the  29th  of  June  a  journey  to  Pifcataqua  to  feize  a 
veffel,  but  he  was  fruftrated  by  the  naval  officer.  He  then 
attempted  on  July  6th  to  feize  fome  goods  at  Salem,  but  he 
and  four  of  his  men  were  arrefled  and  the  men  kept  in 
prifon.  On  the  25th  he  brought  fuits  againft  two  veffels  at 
Bolton,  but  the  fuits  were  poltponed,  and  the  court  would 
not  fix  a  time  for  the  trials,  although  fuits  againlt  him 
and  his  deputies  “were  fuffered  to  proceed,  and  141  dam¬ 
ages  was  given  againlt  him,  and  301  againlt  his  deputies. 
Through  thefe  difcouragmts  he  can  gett  no  men  to  affilt  him. 
The  people  in  generall  do  all  they  can  to  countenance  the 
irregular  trade.”304 

He  had  hoped  that  the  prefence  of  the  agents  in  England, 
who  could  be  detained  there  as  hoftages,  and  the  threat  of  a 
quo  warranto,  would  ferve  to  protect  him  and  his  deputies 
from  affronts,  but  in  this  he  was  miltaken.  Adtion  was 
brought  againlt  Daniel  Matthews,  his  deputy  fearcher,  and 
damages  awarded  againlt  him  and  his  affiltants  to  the 

amount 

303  HutchinJ, on's  Collettion  of  Papers,  304  MaJJachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
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amount  of  ^30 7,  for  having  feized  a  veffel,  “for  wch  they 
are  taken  in  execution.”  Randolph  himfelf  was  “ferved  wth 
an  Execution  for  100/  agst  his  body  and  goods  to  deliver  ye 
Sloop  Swallow  (feized  by  him  for  the  King  in  June  laft). 
He  is  again  taxed  towards  ye  publick  charge,  altho’  he  hath 
fhewed  the  Governor  &  fome  of  the  Magiftrates  the  opinion 
of  Mr  Attorny  Gen11  that  by  their  Charter  they  have  no 
power  fo  to  do.  He  is  alfo  informed  that  he  is  prfented  by  the 
Grand  Jury  for  endeavoring  to  fubvert  the  Government.” 305 

“  Some  of  ye  Inhabitants  have  been  forbid  to  entertain  or 
employ  any  of  Randolphs  Rogues.  I  dayly  expedl  my  goods 
to  be  taken,  out  of  my  houfe  to  be  fold  for  non-payment  of 
taxes.  His  Maties  letters  are  no  more  regarded  here  then 
Gazetts :  &  nothing  but  a  Quo  Warr1.0  againft  their  Charter 
will  rectifie  &  thereby  bring  honeft  &  able  Gent  into  ye  Gom* 
now  kept  out  of  all  places  of  Creditt  &  truft,  as  not  long  fince 
in  the  Rump  Gom*  in  Engd.  I  impatiently  expedt  to  fee  the 
effedts  of  his  Maties  Juftice  upon  ye  open  Contemners  of  his 
lawes  &  Commands,  as  alfo  the  welcome  Releafe  of  many 
hundred  loyall  Inhabitants  kept  in  bondage  in  this  place  of 
pretended  Liberty  —  in  their  Confciences  and  Eftates  —  of 
which  for  any  of  them  to  complain  is  death  by  their  late  Law. 
No  perfon  here  can  be  a  Magiftrate  but  he  muft  be  a  Church 
member  and  none  admitted  to  be  a  freeman  without  the 
approbation  of  fome  of  their  minifters,  moftly  Independents, 
who  are  infpired  and  encouraged  by  the  Non  Conformifts  in 
Engd,  &  with  all  that  the  ffreemen  of  this  Colony  are  not  the 

8th 

805  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  53  (30).  Complaints  made  by  Randolph, 
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8th  part  of  the  Inhabitants.  Thofe  who  have  good  eftates 
would  rejoice  to  fee  a  happy  fettlement  of  all  the  Colonyes 
under  one  Gen11  Govr,  the  onely  way  to  fecure  &  protect 
thefe  in  their  Juft  rights  &  propertyes.”  306 

The  agents  arrived  in  England  on  Auguft  the  20th,307 
and  found  themfelves  furrounded  with  difficulties  and  the 
country  in  a  date  of  great  excitement,  the  quo  warranto 
againfl  London  not  having  yet  come  to  trial.  Mr.  Richards 
wrote:  “  I  feare,  if  mercy  prevent  not,  the  diffolution  of 
our  Governm*  is  intended.  It  is  a  hard  fervice  we  are  en¬ 
gaged  in.  We  ffand  in  need  of  helpe  from  Heaven.”308 
They  were  called  before  the  Committee  on  the  24th,  and 
ordered  to  bring,  in  a  week’s  time,  their  written  report  “  of 
the  feveral  particulars  wherein  they  have  obeyed  His  Maties 
Commands  heretofore  fignified  to  them.”  309  One  of  the 
four  members  of  the  Committee  before  whom  they  appeared 
was  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  whofe  animofity  towards  Maffa- 
chufetts  had  been  fharpened  by  Randolph’s  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  late  Earl  had  been  treated  by  the 

former 


806  Ibid.,  53  (29).  Letter  from  Ran¬ 
dolph  to  .  .  .  7  Auguft,  1682 ,  poji. 

307  “Agents  from  Bofton  arrived  in 
England,”  20  Auguft,  1682.  Randolph’s 
Short  Narrative  in  Maffachufetts  Ar¬ 
chives,  Vol.  CXXVII.  p.  218-220 ,pofl. 

808  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Collections ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  494.  Letter  of  John  Richards  to 
Rev.  Increafe  Mather.  “  London  Aug. 
21.  1682.  Affaires  here  very  perplexed. 
Jealoufyes  &  animofityes  encreafing. 
Diffenters  fuppreffed,  their  meetings  pre¬ 
vented  by  foldiers.  The  Duke  of  Yorke 
had  like  to  have  been  loft  on  the  Sands 


in  his  voyage  to  fetch  the  Dutcheffe. 
They  have  arrived  at  St.  James’s.  The 
Quo  Warranto  agst  the  Citty  is  to  be 
tryed  next  tearme.  Great  ftrugglings 
here  as  to  the  choice  of  Sheriffs.  The 
King  is  refolved  to  regulate  that  elec¬ 
tion,  to  prevent  fuch  Juryes  as  have 
been  formerly  chofen.  Our  affaires 
under  great  difadvantages.  What  ever 
is  objected  or  reported  againft  us  Andes 
great  credit.  We  are  rep'fented  fuch  a 
people  as  need  great  Regulations.” 

309  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  107,  p.  47.  Addrefs  from  New 
England,  &c.  24  Auguft,  1682, poji. 
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former  agents  of  the  colony.  “  Be  pleafed  to  remember  from 
the  time  your  Lordfhips  honorable  father,  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor  engaged  with  their  agents  in  1662,  who  under- 
tooke  and  affented  to  every  thinge  his  Lordfhip  propofed  for 
his  Majefties  honour  and  the  benefit  of  his  fubjedts  here  in¬ 
habiting  there  has  been  nothing  but  open  contempt  of  all 
of  his  Majefties  commands.” 310  The  Earl  appears  to  have 
been  generally  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
Bifhop  of  London  was  alfo  often  prefent.  The  week  having 
elapfed,  the  agents  delivered  to  the  Committee  a  written 
“  account  of  ye  proceedings  of  ye  Maffachufetts  in  obedience 
to  His  Majefties  Letters  dated  the  24^  of  July,  1679,  the 
30th  of  September,  1680,  and  21st  of  Odfober,  1681,  which 
being  read  they  are  ordered  to  produce  the  proofe  of  what 
they  allege.  They  are  alfo  afked  if  they  have  brought 
with  them  any  Comiffion  or  Powers  from  their  Principals 
to  agree  upon  fuch  a  regulation  of  their  Charter  as  fhould 
be  thought  fitt  and  for  the  rectifying  the  abufes  which 
fhould  appear  to  have  been  committed  by  them.”  They 
declare  they  have  no  fuch  powers,  but  fay  they  do  not  doubt 
whatever  may  be  commanded  by  the  King  will  be  dutifully 
obeyed,  and  add  they  have  fome  inftrudtions  which  they 
promife  to  fhow  to  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins.311  The  inftruc- 
tions  having  been  examined  and  found  to  be  unfatisfacTory, 
and  the  agents  declaring  they  had  not  brought  with  them 

the 

310  Pdutchinfon's  Collettion  of  Papers,  to  regulate  Charter,  31  Auguft,  1682, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  275.  Mr.  pojl. 
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Memoir  of 


the  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the  Province  of  Maine  from  Mr. 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  declaring  further  they  had  no 
power  to  confent  to  the  regulation  of  their  Government,  the 
committee  agreed  to  report  to  the  King,  afking  him  to  order 
the  agents  to  procure  full  powers,  “in  default  thereof,  His 
Majtie  will  caufe  a  Quo  Warranto  to  bee  brought  againft  the 
Governor  and  Company  for  their  abufes  of  their  Charter.”  312 
The  order  in  Council  was  accordingly  given  on  the  20th  of 
September,  threatening  that  in  cafe  of  non-compliance  a  quo 
warranto  would  be  brought  “  on  the  firft  day  of  Hillary 
terme  next.”313 

While  thefe  events  were  taking  place  in  England,  Ran¬ 
dolph  appealed  to  the  King  from  the  deciftons  of  the  local 
courts,  praying  that  as  his  appeal  was  not  allowed  of  in 
Maffachufetts  it  might  be  “  entred  in  the  Booke  for  Coun¬ 
cil  caufes  and  that  Summons  might  be  iffued  forth  to  caufe 
the  feverall  defendants  to  appeare  att  your  Councill  Cham¬ 
ber  and  anfwere  your  Matie  upon  the  faid  Appeale.” 314  He 

alfo 


812  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  107,  p.  56.  Lords  not  fatisfied: 
Agents  mult  procure  full  Commiffion, 
&c.  12  September,  1682,  pojl.  The 

Earl  of  Clarendon,  the  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  Secretary  Jenkins,  were  pref- 
ent  at  the  meeting. 

313  Maffachufetts  Archives,  V ol.  CVI. 
p.  268.  Order  of  Council  that  the 
Agents  have  fufficient  power.  20  Sep¬ 
tember,  1682,  pojl.  The  Earl  of  Clar¬ 
endon  was  among  thofe  prefent  and 
Secretary  Jenkins. 

Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society  Col¬ 
lections,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  490.  Letter  of  John  Richards  to 
Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  dated  “London, 
Sept.  25.  1682.  They  have  put  us  to  a 


hard  choice,  either  to  empower  pfons 
fully  inftrudted  to  accept  of  fuch  Regu¬ 
lations  of  our  Government  as  fhall  be 
propounded,  or  elfe  a  Quo  Warranto 
will  within  4  months  proceed  againft 
our  charter.  The  great  thing  now  talked 
of  is  the  feizure  of  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  in  his  progrefs  at  Chefhire  on 
accompt  of  a  Riott.  Great  endeavours 
in  this  Citty  on  both  fides  (the  Court  & 
citty  pty)  about  election  of  Sheriffs. 
Can  the  Court  prevail,  Juryes  more  fitt 
to  ferve  the  king  would  be  procured, 
which  fome  are  affrayed  of.  About 
Briftoll  the  diffenters  miferably  har- 
raffed.  They  fay  1.300  profecuting  now, 
upon  the  A6fs  againft  non-Conformifts.” 
814  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
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alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  effect  the  liberation  from  prifon  of  his 
deputies  Matthews  and  Reeveley,  urging  the  Governor  to 
exercife  his  authority,  for  which  he  would  be  juftified  in  law, 
as  they  had  adfed  under  lawful  commands,  “  upon  the  Secur¬ 
ity  of  ye  warr‘,”  and  offering  his  perfonal  fecurity,  not  being 
able  to  procure  bail  from  any  one  in  the  colony.  Both  were 
ill  from  their  clofe  confinement.  “  Should  they  mifcarry 
under  this  Confinement,  their  lives  as  well  as  their  libertyes 
muff  be  feverely  accounted  for :  their  enlargem!  &  fatisfac- 
tion  for  their  falfe  imprifonment  is  the  lead:  amends  can  be 
made  them,  but  if  that  will  not  be  harkned  unto  I  hope  the 
tender  of  my  Security  cannot  reafonably  be  denied.” 315 

Having  written  repeatedly  to  England  that,  if  commanded, 
he  would  go  to  Whitehall  at  any  time  to  prove  his  allega¬ 
tions  againfl  Mafiaehufetts,  the  Committee  decided  on  the 
30th  of  September  to  fend  for  him,  “  in  order  to  attend  the 
further  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs  of  New  England,  either 
in  the  Regulation  of  the  Government  upon  the  receit  of  the 
powers  which  his  Maty  has  directed  to  be  fent  over  to  their 
Agents  here,  or  in  default  thereof,  in  the  profecution  of  the 
Quo  Warranto  intended  to  bee  brought  againfl;  their  Char¬ 
ter.”  316  The  order  was  not  received  before  December  the 
20th,  and  Randolph  was  not  able  to  reach  England  until 
28th  of  May,  1683.317  jn 

p.  259.  Petition  and  appeal  of  Edward  Book  Journal  Board  of  Trade,  107  (64). 
Randolph  to  the  King  on  his  feizure  of  Randolph  ordered  to  come  to  England 
feverall  veflels.  Sept.  1682 ,poft.  30  Sept.,  1682,  pojl.  Prince  Rupert, 

815  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  53  the  famous  cavalry  officer  during  the 
(47).  Randolph  to  Bradftreet  about  civil  war,  was  prefent  at  this  meeting  of 
Dan1  Mathews,  21  September,  1682,  the  Committee. 

pojl.  817  Randolph's  Narrative, pojl.  “Dec. 

316  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry  20.  I  received  orders  from  the  Lords 

of 
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In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Cranfield  had  arrived  and  taken 
poffeffion  of  the  government  of  New  Hampshire,  being 
fworn  to  office  on  October  the  4th,  Mr.  Robert  Mafon  be¬ 
coming  at  the  fame  time  a  member  of  the  Council.  On  the 
fame  day  Mr.  Randolph’s  commiffion  as  collector  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  recorded  at  Portfmouth,  fo  as  to  give  him  jurif- 
di6tion  over  the  province.318 

A  few  days  later  Randolph  fent  a  memorial  to  Governor 
Bradftreet,  demanding  for  the  fecond  time  the  repayment  of 
the  money  taken  and  detained  from  him,  as  he  claimed, 
illegally,  and  threatening  in  cafe  of  non-payment  to  fue  the 
agents  of  the  colony  in  England.  The  magiftrates  yielded 
to  his  demand  by  voting  to  refund  the  amount  claimed,  but 
the  deputies  do  not  appear  to  have  given  their  affent.319 
Among  other  fines  detained  from  him  was  one  paid  by 
Timothy  Armitage,  who  claiming  that  the  law,  under  which 
he  had  been  fined,  “  was  never  publifhed  by  order  of  this 
Generali  Court,  as  the  Law  diredls,  &  confequently  no  Law 

of 


of  the  Committee  to  Returne  to  Eng¬ 
land  to  profecute  a  Quo  Warranto 
againft  the  Bofton  Charter.”  “  28  May 
1683  I  arrived  in  England.” 

818  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  1 13.  “  At 
a  Councel  held  at  Portfmouth  06tober 
ye  4th  !gg2  Edward  Cranfield,  Efq.  his 
Mats  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  this  his  province  of 
New  Hampfhire  took  ye  oaths  of  alle¬ 
giance  and  fupremacy.  Robert  Mafon 
was  in  like  manner  fworn.  Ye  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Councel  fubfcribed  ye  Teft  or 
abjuracon  of  Tranfubftantiaon  in  ye  Holy 
Sacrament  of  ye  Lords  Supper.  His 
Mats  Commiffion  appointing  Edward 


Randolph  Efq.  Collector,  Surveyor, 
and  Searcher  of  his  Mats  Cuftoms  in 
New  England  bearing  date  06L  15, 
1681  was  ordered  to  be  recorded.” 

319  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  269.  Memorial  of  Edward  Randolph 
refpedting  money  illegally  taken  from 
him.  13  061.  1682.  Vote  of  Magif¬ 
trates,  18  061.  1682 ,pofl.  According  to 
his  ftatement  ,£940  were  due  to  him, 
and  ,£940  to  the  King. 

State  Papers,  Colonial,  Biindie  53 
(129).  An  account  of  money  arifing 
and  due  to  his  Matie  upon  feizure  of  ye 
following  Ships  &  Comodityes  17  No¬ 
vember,  1682,  pojl. 
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of  this  Jurifdidlion,”  petitioned  for  a  new  trial.  The  depu¬ 
ties  granted  the  petition,  but  the  confent  of  the  Magiftrates 
does  not  appear  in  the  records.320  Randolph  mentions  this 
cafe  among  others  in  his  letter  of  November  13th,  to  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  and  adds,  “  I  have  this  yeare  made  feverall 
feizures  for  his  Matie  &  brought  them  to  Tryall  in  ye  Courts 
in  Bofton,  but  in  very  plain  cafes  am  call  by  the  Juryes, 
who  upon  the  Ld  Shaftefbury  &  others  being  cheered  at  ye 
Old  Bayley  take  the  like  confidence  and  are  as  arbitrary 
here.  Who  would  beleive  that  during  the  tyme  their 
Agents  are  accounting  for  former  Contempts  they  fhould 
be  fo  daring  as  to  denye  appeales  to  his  Matie  in  Councill 
from  their  Courts.”321  To  add  to  his  trials  and  anxieties 
his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  attached,  became  very  ill  in 
November  and  died  the  next  month,  “  her  heart  broken  by 
the  troubles  I  met  with.” 322 

In  the  latter  part  of  December  he  travelled  to  Portfmouth 
to  attend  the  trial  of  a  Scotch  veffel  which  he  had  feized  in 

Odlober. 


320  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  270.  Petition  of  Timothy  Armitage. 
Vote  of  Deputies,  17  October,  1682,  ftojl. 

321  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  53 
(39).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  13  Novem¬ 
ber,  1682  ,pofl. 

For  Lord  Shaftefbury’s  trial,  fee  Con- 
Jlitutional  Hijlory  of  England,  by  Henry 
Hallam,  Vol.  II.  p.  424,  ed.  i86r. 

322  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  1  Auguft,  1685.  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps ,  poft. 

M ajfachuf etts  Hijlorical  Society  Col¬ 
lections,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  388.  Letter  of  Rev.  Cotton  Mather 
to  John  Richards,  refiding  at  the  Sign  of 
the  Ship  in  Fan-church  Street,  London. 


“  The  Infolent  Tobias  R.  [Randolph] 
(there  are  Three  or  Four  Names  equally 
applicable  to  that  Canine  Initial  Let¬ 
ter  !)  was  born  to  do  mifchief ;  Tho :  the 
poor  man  has  been  of  later  months  very 
pittifully  of  it  by  ftraits,  &  difcompofures 
in  his  family  — (His  wife  in  particular 
now  Lyes  neer  death,  if  Ihe  ben’t  al¬ 
ready  as  before  wee  are  aware  wee  are 
prone  to  with  her  hufband)  And  hee 
that  makes  difturbances  in  a  greater 
Family  is  but  retaliated  by  fuch  a  pun- 
ifhment.  Bofton,  N.  E.,  13*  9m  1682.” 

Ibid.,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p-  434- 
Letter  of  Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz  John 
Winthrop,  December,  1682.  “  To¬ 

morrow  Mrs  Randolph  is  to  be  buried.” 
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October.  Orders  had  been  given  to  the  Captain  of  the  fort 
not  to  allow  her  to  efcape,  but  two  days  before  the  time 
fixed  for  the  trial  the  veffel  was  “  fuffered  to  pafs  the  ffiort 
and  not  one  fhott  made  at  her.”  The  Court  then  ad¬ 
journed  for  a  week,  when  “the  Jury  encouraged  by  the 
Arbitrary  and  Succefsfull  Verdidt  of  the  Lord  Shaftefbury’s 
Jury  at  the  Old  Bailey  (now  become  a  leading  Prefident 
[precedent]  to  the  ffadtions  here)  find  diredlly  againft  the 
Adt  made  in  the  12th  of  the  King,  and  bring  in  a  verdidt  with 
cofts  againft  his  Matie  which  the  Govern1"  highly  refented  it 
being  a  contrivance  and  combination  of  their  Minifter  [Rev. 
Jofhua  Moody]  a  rigid  Independent,  and  fome  Church  mem¬ 
bers  of  which  Society  is  Stillman  [captain  of  the  fort],  Jeffries 
the  pretended  Owner  of  the  Ketch  a  Scotchman  and  four 
of  the  leading  men  of  that  Jury.”  Governor  Cranfield  fuf- 
pended  the  captain  immediately,  and  fent  word  to  the 
Governors  of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  and  the  confuls  at 
Madeira  and  Fayal,  to  feize  the  veffel  and  cargo,  and  “  hath 
diredted  me  to  profecute  the  Jury  by  Attaint  or  otherwife, 
and  all  other  perfons  who  fhall  be  found  contrivers  in  this 
efcape.  I  hope  to  find  a  Jury  who  will  attend  their  Oaths 
and  duty,  att  my  next  tryall,  where  if  they  find  for  his  Matie 
in  my  Attaint  of  the  former  Jury,  I  fhall  catch  fome  of  the 
great  promoters  of  this  late  defigne,  But  fo  long  as  the 
Boftoners  by  this  thriving  pradtice  of  Juries  finding  agst  his 
Matie  in  plaine  Cafes,  wherin  Law  and  Evidence  diredt  the 
contrary,  thefe  hope  to  efcape  &  continue  their  interloping.” 
“  Befides,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  enforce  the  Adts  of  Trade 
on  account  of  the  proximity  of  Maine,  where  there  are  many 

creeks 
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creeks  running  into  the  fea,  unlefs  that  province  is  annexed 
to  New  Hampfhire.”323 

Matters  in  England  were  at  this  time  fo  threatening  that 
the  agents  wrote  difcouraging  letters  and  wifhed  to  obtain  a 
difmiffal  from  their  employment,  to  be  kept  fecret,  but  which 
could  be  ufed  at  any  time.  Mr.  Richards  wrote:  “Here 
hath  been  much  labour  with  corporations  in  reference  to 
their  Charters.  Many  have  fubmitted  to  the  King’s  pleaf- 
ure.  Some,  efpetially  London  &  Oxford,  abide  the  Tryall, 

which 


823  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  57 
(517).  From  Mr  Randolph  to  ye  Com- 
mtee  30  December  1682,  pojl. 

Governor  Cranfield  wrote  alfo  to  the 
Committee,  giving  an  account  of  the 
efcape  of  the  veffel,  and  adding  that 
the  “  preachers  exercife  a  countermand¬ 
ing  power  to  the  King’s  authority  and 
it  is  not  in  my  power  long  to  continue  ye 
good  government  of  this  province  un¬ 
lefs  it  be  given  me  in  command  by  order 
from  his  Ma'y  and  alfo  from  my  Lord 
of  London  under  whofe  Diocefs  the 
fforeign  plantations  are  to  remove  all 
fuch  preachers  who  oppofe  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  difturb  the  peace  of  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  which  method  wilbe  neceflary 
to  be  obferved  in  the  Settlement  of  the 
Boftoners  Colony  and  alfo  in  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  Maine  from  which  I  can  only 
expedt  tricks  and  trouble  till  annexed 
to  this  Govermt.”  See  Jenne/s's  Tran- 
fcripts,  30  Dec.  1682. 

Mr.  Cranfield  had  already  written 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  eftablifh 
the  Anglican  Church  in  his  province. 
“  Touching  Ecclefiafticall  matters,  the 
attempting  to  fettle  ye  way  of  ye  Church 
of  England  I  percieve  wilbe  very  grie¬ 
vous  to  ye  people,  However  Mr  Mafon 
afferted  yl  their  Inclinacons  were  mch 
yl  way.  Introducing  ye  way  of  ye  Church 


of  England  will  not  be  prafticable  here, 
as  I  have  particularly  by  a  Lr  to  each 
informed  His  Grace  ye  Ld  Arch-Bifhop 
of  Canterbury  and  ye  Ld  Bp  of  London.” 

Ibid.,  1  December,  1682.  The  letter 
to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  unfigned  letter  attributed 
to  Randolph  in  the  New  England  Hif- 
torical  and  Ge7iealogical  Regijler ,  Vol. 
XXXVII.  p.  267,  in  which  it  is  faid  the 
people  “  are  wholy  averfe  to  ye  Difci- 
pline  of  ye  Church  of  England  th°  it  hath 
otherwife  been  reprefented  by  Mr  Mafon, 
who  hath  brought  over  Common  prayer 
Bookes  from  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don.  I  am  forry  y*  I  am  able  to  give 
your  Lordfhip  no  more  pleafing  an  ac¬ 
count  concerning  them  but  this  is  the 
truth  of  ye  Matter  as  farre  as  I  can 
learn.” 

At  the  beginning  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion  Cranfield  appears  to  have  leaned 
to  the  fide  of  the  colonifts  in  their  dif- 
putes  with  Mr.  Mafon,  and  he  fully 
confirms  the  affertion  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  authorities  that  they  extended 
their  jurifdidtion  over  the  province  only 
at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
had  fpent  much  in  defending  the  terri¬ 
tory,  for  which  the  colony  had  received 
no  compenfation. 
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which  proceeds  but  flowly.  Bermuda’s  Charter  is  under 
Quo  Warranto.  It  is  a  forrowful  time  with  the  Diffenters. 
The  Whig  pty  (as  they  call  them)  are  under  many  feares.” 324 
The  Court  party  feemed  everywhere  triumphant  To  the 
King’s  prerogative  all  were  apparently  fubmitting.  It  was, 
therefore,  reafonable  for  Randolph  and  Cranfield  to  fuppofe 
that  the  oppofition  in  Maffachufetts  to  the  royal  commands 
would  fall  before  vigorous  meafures.  Cranfield  urged  that 
not  only  a  quo  warranto  fhould  be  iffued  againft  the  colony, 
but  alfo  that  all  the  Congregational  minifters  fhould  be  dif- 
placed  at  the  will  of  the  governor,325  they  having  great  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  people 


Preparatory 


824  Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 

Collections,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  498.  Letter  of  John  Richards  to 
Increafe  Mather.  London,  Deem.  12. 
1682.  “  Mr.  Baxter’s  houfe  broken 

open  &  his  perfon  and  goods  feized  (he 
was  afterwards  releafed).  The  Duke 
of  Yorke  recovered  this  laft  Terme  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  againft  Mr. 
Pilkington,  one  of  laft  yeares  Sherifs 
on  an  a<5tion  of  Scandalum  Magnatum. 
The  like  Adtion  is  depending  againft 
one  Arrowfmith,  an  apothecary,  of 
50.000/.  The  Earle  of  Shaftelbury 
gon  to  Holland.  Mr.  Fergefen  [Fer- 
gufon]  a  minifter  gon  to  Holland.  They 
fay  he  wrott  the  no  Proteftant  Plott. 
Prince  Rupert  dyed  Novem.  29d  paft  ” 

825  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 

Documents,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  134. 
Mr.  Cranfield  to  the  Lords  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  10  January,  1682-3.  “  My  laft 

was  from  Bofton  where  I  fpent  time 
enough  to  pry  into  fome  of  the  Secrets 
of  the  ffadtion.  If  his  Mj^  fhall  think 
fitt  to  fend  a  Quo  Warranto  to  Mr  Ran¬ 
dolph  and  fhew  the  Governor  Magif- 
trates  &  General  Court  that  in  one  hand 


and  a  Commiffion  with  a  General  par¬ 
don  in  the  other  hand  I  have  good 
alfurance  from  both  parties  the  letters 
will  have  a  kind  reception,  without  put¬ 
ting  his  Maj‘r  to  any  further  trouble  or 
charge,  they  will  Swallow  all  that  is  in  my 
Commiffion.  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
that  all  the  preachers  are  to  be  placed 
or  difplaced  as  the  Governor  fhall  think 
fitt  ffor  I  find  they  have  fo  great  an  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  people.  As  to  other 
matters  relating  to  the  Boftoners  I  fup¬ 
pofe  yor  Lordfhips  will  have  an  Account 
from  Mr  Randolph  who  is  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  humour  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  will  give  yor  Lords.  the  names 
of  fitting  perfons  to  be  putt  into  the 
Commiffion  as  a  Councill  when  his  Maj'r 
fhall  think  fitt  to  reaflume  that  Govern¬ 
ment.  Mr  Randolph  hath  gone  thro’ 
many  difficulties  and  troubles  in  his  im- 
ployment,  but  that  wilbe  foon  over,  if  he 
have  the  fame  affiftance  in  other  places 
as  I  fhall  be  able  to  give  him  when  I 
have  my  Commiffion  of  Admiralty  en¬ 
larged.”  Mr.  Cranfield  wifhed  to  have  his 
jurifdidlion  to  extend  “from  Kenebeck 
river  in  the  province  of  Maine  to  ffair- 

field 
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Preparatory  to  ftarting  for  England  Randolph  wrote  to 
Governor  Hinckley  of  Plymouth,  requeuing  him  to  come  to 
Bofton  at  the  beginning  of  March,  as  he  would  not  return 
from  Pifcataqua,  whither  he  was  going  in  February,  much 
before  that  time,  and  expected  to  fail  the  middle  of  the 
month,  in  order  “  to  adjuft  the  matters  of  our  Colony.” 326 
Randolph  had  been  admitted  a  freeman  of  Plymouth  on 
7  July,  1680,  and  had  intimated  he  would  ufe  his  influence 
in  obtaining  a  charter  for  the  inhabitants,327  which  they  had 
been  hoping  to  procure  for  feveral  years.328  He  alfo  wrote  a 
letter,  a  long  letter,  to  Governor  Bradflreet,  who  had  re¬ 
queued  him  to  do  nothing  upon  his  arrival  in  England  that 
might  harm  the  country,  in  which  he  reviews  the  whole 
feries  of  difputes  between  the  King  and  the  colony.  In  it 
he  attacks  what  he  intimates  is  the  hypocrify  of  the  magif- 
trates :  “  What  will  your  meffengers  fay,  when  that  at  the 

fame 

ley,  22  January,  1682-3,  fiojl.  This 
letter  he  wrote,  as  he  adds  in  a  poft- 
fcript,  “  from  Mr.  Rawfon’s  houfe :  who 
is  very  ill  of  a  cough,  the  common  dif- 
temper  of  this  place.” 

327  Plymouth  Colony  Records,  Vol. 
VI.  p.  46.  “Ml  Randolph  was  admitted 
to  be  a  freeman  of  this  corporation  and 
fworn  7  July  1680.” 

328  M affachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  74.  Letter  of  Thomas  Hinckley  to 
William  Blathwayt,  18  November,  1682. 
“We  were  not  out  of  hope  but  that  we 
might  receive  fome  account  of  that  af¬ 
fair  [the  charter  to  Plymouth]  from 
yourfelf,  efpecially  when  Governor  Cran- 
field  fhould  arrive ;  but  were  informed 
per  Mr.  Randolph  that  there  was  no 
news  by  him  from  you  of  our  affair.” 

VOL.  I.  —  24 


field  in  Connecticut  Colony.”  Cranfield 
wrote  again  on  the  23.  fpeaking  of  a  ten¬ 
der  of  ^2,000  to  be  made  by  the  agents 
“  for  a  pardon  though  I  was  certain  it 
would  not  be  accepted  yet  it  was  a  kind 
of  pleading  Guilty.  The  diffolution  of 
that  government  is  of  fo  great  an  impor¬ 
tance  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
could  not  make  good  the  lofs  his  Maj‘r 
would  fuftain  in  a  few  years  were  they 
tollerated.  They  will  be  at  no  further 
expenfe  in  defence  of  their  Charter 
knowing  themfelves  to  be  notorious  of¬ 
fenders.”  In  his  letter  of  December  30th 
he  fpoke  of  the  wholefome  effeCts  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  prefence  of  a  veffel  of  war : 
“  the  fight  of  the  Lark  ffrigot  in  their 
harbour  putt  an  Awe  upon  them.” 

326  M affachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections ,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  82. 
Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas  Hinck- 


i86 


Memoir  of 

fame  time  in  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majtie  they  make  a  large 
enumeration  of  fuch  and  fo  many  bleffings  and  advantages, 
arifeing  to  this  Colony  thro’  the  ffavour  of  his  Majties  Royall 
ffather  of  happy  memory  and  his  Majties  owne  propitious  in¬ 
clinations  towards  you  ever  fince  his  happy  Reflauration, 
that  you  cannot  eafely  reprefent  orexprefs  your  gratetude  to 
Almighty  God,  att  the  fame  time  by  inltrudlions  given  your 
meffengers  you  putt  very  little  confidence  in  his  Majtie  or 
the  Lords  of  his  moft  Honble  Privy  Councill  as  appears  by 
advices  lately  come  to  my  hand  from  Whitehall.”  Among 
thofe  inltrudlions  are  written,  “wee  likewife  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  that  this  Honble  Court  ought  to  ufe  utmoll  care  and 
caution  that  no  Agents  of  ours  fhall  adt  or  have  power  to 
adt  anything  that  may  have  the  lealt  tendency  towards 
yealding  up  or  weakening  this  Goverm*  as  by  Patent 
eftablifhed.  It  is  our  undoubted  duty  to  abide  by  what  rites 
and  Priviledges  the  Lord  our  God  in  his  mercifull  Provi¬ 
dence  hath  bellowed  upon  us,  and  whatever  the  Event  may 
bee  the  Lord  forbid  that  wee  Ihould  bee  any  way  adtive  in 
parting  with  them.”  He  then  fays  plainly  that  the  King 
has  power  to  put  the  colony  “  out  of  his  allegiance  and 
protection,”  even  without  a  quo  warranto,  on  account  of 
their  illegal  proceedings.  “  By  the  Adis  of  Trade  you  Hand, 
in  regard  to  the  trade  in  the  plantations,  upon  an  equal  foot¬ 
ing  with  fubjedts  in  England,  but  if  you  do  not  conform  to 
thofe  adts  the  King  may  by  his  Royall  Proclamation  debar 
and  exclude  your  flipping  from  further  injoyment  of  that 
liberty.”  He  warns  them  not  to  trull  to  their  numbers  and 
llrength  to  obtain  a  pardon  from  the  King.  “  Certainly 
’twill  not  alwayes  prove  fafe  Hill  to  go  on  upon  a  confidence 

that 
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that  the  whole  Countrey  will  affift  and  ftand  by  you,  In 
hopes  att  Laft  from  your  Numbers  to  obtain  a  generall  par¬ 
don.  As  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies  ’tis  their  intreff  to 
bee  quiett  and  hold  a  faire  correfpondance  att  Whitehall, 
the  Majority  of  the  freemen  with  a  farr  greater  number  of 
the  unfreemen  in  this  Colony  will  decline  when  they  finde 
themfelves  deluded,  But  efpecially  when  their  eftates  muft 
bee  accountable  for  the  mifcarriages  of  their  reprefentatives. 
However  (notwithftanding  the  frequent  abufes  offered  to  me 
and  mine  wch  I  heartily  forgive)  I  fhall  not  bee  wanting  to 
do  all  good  offices  to  this  Countrey,  upon  their  humble  Sub- 
miffion  to  his  Majtie  firft  made,  And  endeavour  to  procure  his 
Majties  Royall  Pardon  to  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
Likewife  for  the  continuance  of  the  free  Exercize  of  Liberty 
of  Confcience  in  matters  of  Religion,  And  Laffly  that  no 
money  may  bee  raifed  in  this  Colony  but  by  confent  of  the 
people.  Thefe  I  looke  upon  as  Effentially  neceffary  to  the 
common  Benefitt  of  this  Plantation,  As  for  other  occur¬ 
rences  your  meffengers  are  attending  and  moft  proper  to 
folicite  on  y4  behalfe.  Now  in  regard  thefe  papers  are  of 
Generali  concerne  pray  Lett  them  be  read  with  ye  inclofed 
copyes  in  the  Generall  Court  this  next  Seffion.”329 

A  few  days  before  fending  this  letter  to  the  Governor, 
Randolph’s  brother  Bernard  arrived  from  England  to  a 6i  as 
Deputy  Colle6tor  during  Randolph’s  abfence,330  but  he  was 

fo 

829  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  throp  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  5  Feb. 
54(125).  Mr  Randolph’s  Letter  to  ye  1682-3.  “A  few  days  fince  came  in 
Governor,  5  ffebruary  1682-3 ,poJl.  Captn  Genner  from  London.  Mr  Ran- 

330  Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  dolphs  brother  came  in  Genner.”  Ber- 
Colleftions,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  nard  was  born  in  Canterbury  in  1645, 
Part  IV.  p.  434.  Letter  of  Wait  Win-  and  was  the  author  of  “  The  Prefent 

State 
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fo  harftily  treated  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duties  that  in  a  few 
months  he  returned  to  London  to  lay  his  complaints  before 
Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury.331  An¬ 
other  brother,  Gyles,  came  from  England  later,  being  com- 
miffioned  as  Deputy  Colledlor  on  26  November,  1683.  Upon 
his  death,  probably  in  the  fpring  of  1684, 332  Bernard  came 
a  fecond  time  to  Maffachufetts  to  fucceed  him.333 

Governor  Cranfield  took  advantage  of  Randolph’s  voyage 
to  England  to  put  under  his  care  Edward  Gove,  who  had 
been  fentenced  to  die  for  “  raifeing  a  Rebellion  ”  in  New 
Hampfhire,  there  being  no  fafe  place  of  cuftody  in  the  Prov¬ 
ince.334  Randolph  took  upon  himfelf  the  cold  of  tranfport- 

ing 


State  of  the  Illands  in  the  Archipelago,” 
Oxford,  16S7,  and  “The  Prefent  State 
of  the  Morea,”  Oxford,  1686,  London, 
1689.  See  note  by  Colonel  Hoyt  in 
Hiflorical  Papers ,  of  C.  W.  Tuttle, 
pp.  290,  291. 

331  Hiflorical  Papers ,  of  C.  W.  Tut¬ 
tle,  p.  291.  Under  date  of  June  13, 
1683,  Bernard  wrote  to  his  brother  Ed¬ 
ward  as  follows :  “  I  have  received 
many  affronts  fince  my  being  in  the 
office  you  left  me,  and  cannot  have  any 
juftice.  I  ordered  Gatchell  to  go  aboard 
a  floop  at  Marblehead  to  fearch  her. 
The  conftable  had  his  ftaff  taken  out  of 
his  hands,  his  head  broke  therewith. 
Gatchell  was  fhrewdly  [feverely  ?] 
beaten.  I  have  been  very  uneafy,  but 
with  my  life  and  fortune  will  ever  ferve 
His  Majefty.”  Colonial  Papers ,  quoted 
in  Palfrey,  Vol.  III. p.  375. 

Jennefs ’  Tranfcripts ,  pp.  143,  145. 
Letter  from  Mr.  Cranfield  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  19  June,  1683.  “  M  Barnard 

Randolph  Deputy  Colle£tor  comes  home 
with  freffi  complaints  againft  the  Bofton 
Govm1  of  fome  I  have  beene  an  eye 


Witnefs  off.  He  has  beene  fo  ill  treated 
in  the  Execution  of  his  place  that  hee  is 
compelled  to  quitt  the  Kings  fervice.” 
Ibid.,  p.  151.  “  Pie  goes  to  England  to 

make  his  complaints  to  your  Honorand 
Lords  of  the  Treafury.”  Letter  to  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  19  June,  1683. 

332  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  157. 
Letter  of  Governor  Cranfield  to  the 
Committee,  14  May,  1684.  “  Mr  Ran¬ 
dolphs  Brother  whom  he  left  his  Dep¬ 
uty  is  dead.” 

333  Mather  Papers,  Vol.  V.  p.  68. 
MS.  in  Bofton  Public  Library.  Letter 
of  Randolph  to  Samuel  Shrimpton,  18 
July,  1684.  “I  fend  my  Brother  over 
to  fucceed  my  Bro.  Gyls,  and  Mr. 
Thatcher  is  no  longer  to  be  concerned, 
as  I  now  writ  to  him,”  pofl.  Mr. 
Thatcher  had  undoubtedly  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fill  the  office  of  deputy  col¬ 
lector  temporarily. 

334  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 

Documents,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  152,  etc. 
Letter  of  Cranfield  to  Sir  Lionel  Jen¬ 
kins,  20  Feb.  1683.  “  I  fend  upon  the 

ffiip 
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ing  the  prifoner,  to  be  reimburfed  in  England.  He  treated 
the  prifoner  with  kindnefs,  as  was  acknowledged  by  Gove, 
when  Randolph  exerted  himfelf,  fuccefsfully,  to  have  him 

releafed 


fhip  Richard  of  Bofton  under  Mr 
Randolphs  care  Edwin  Gove  an  Af- 
fembly  man  who  ferved  for  the  Tovne 
of  Hampton  condemned  to  dye  for 
raifeing  a  Rebellion  in  this  Province, 
their  being  no  Gaol  fitt  to  fecure  and  I 
cannot  with  fafety  keep  him  longer  in 
cuftody.  Mr  Randolph  hath  been  very 
diligent  and  made  five  Journy’s  in  the 
Exftremety  of  weather  from  Bofton 
aboue  70  miles  diftance  from  hence,  and 
now  being  order'd  to  attend  att  White¬ 
hall,  takes  upon  him  the  trouble  and 
charge  of  Goves  tranfport,  which  I  could 
by  no  means  propofe  to  bee  advanced  to 
him,  out  of  the  flock  of  this  Province  in 
regard  to  the  exftryordinary  expence 
occafioned  to  the  inhabitants  by  Goves 
infurredtion  Neither  fhall  I  adventure 
to  call  another  Aflembly  till  I  heare 
effedtually  from  England.  I  therefore 
intreat  that  the  charges  of  Goves  paff- 
age  may  be  allowed  to  Mr  Randolph. 
If  GoveEfcape  the  Sentence  of  the  Law 
there  is  an  end  of  his  Maj‘y  bufinefs  in 
New  England.  I  beleive  upon  good 
grounds  that  fhould  his  Royall  High- 
nefs  [Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James 
II.]  furvieve  his  Majtie  Such  is  their 
Generali  Averfion  incouraged  and 
buoyed  up  by  the  Nonconformts  Party 
in  England  that  at  once  they  will 
fall  off  from  their  Allegiance  to  the 
Crowne.  The  Minifters  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  are  generally  more  abfolute  and  in¬ 
dependent  in  Pradfize  then  in  their 
Principalis,  they  intermeddle  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  Goumb  I  found  fome  of  them 
fcrupling  to  preach  upon  the  30 :  Janu¬ 
ary  [anniverfary  of  the  execution  of 
Charles  I.]  which  by  Proclamation  I 
have  ordered  Annually  to  bee  obferved 


in  this  Colony.  I  did  alfo  propofe  to 
the  Minifters  as  an  Efientiall  part  of 
their  Office  the  Baptizing  of  children 
and  adminiftering  the  Sacrament  which 
Gove  att  his  Tryall  did  objedf  againft 
as  a  high  crime  and  innovation.  There 
can  be  no  greater  evill  attend  his  Majties 
affairs  heere  then  thofe  pernicious  and 
Rebellious  principles  which  flows  from 
their  College  at  Cambridge  which  they 
call  their  Univerfity  from  whence  all 
the  Tovnes  both  in  this  and  the  other 
Colonyes  are  fupplyed  with  ffadlious  and 
Seditious  Preachers  who  ftir  up  a  diflike 
of  his  Majtie  and  his  Goum1  and  the  Re¬ 
ligion  of  the  Church  of  England  terming 
the  Liturgy  of  our  Church  a  precident 
of  Superftition  and  picked  out  of  the 
Popifh  dunghill  fo  that  I  am  humbly  of 
opinion  this  Country  can  never  bee 
well  fettled  or  the  people  become  good 
Subjects,  till  their  Preachers  bee  re¬ 
formed  and  that  College  fuppreffed  and 
the  feverall  Churches  fupplyed  with 
Learned  and  Orthodox  Minifters  from 
England  as  all  other  his  Majties  Domin¬ 
ions  in  America  are.  I  make  it  my 
humble  requeft  to  his  Majtie  that  Mr 
Randolph  who  underftands  well  his 
Maj^  intereft  and  the  humour  of  the 
People  and  hath  beene  ufefull  to  me 
fince  my  arrivall  may  bee  difpatcht 
back  hither  with  full  inftruftions  and 
the  countenance  of  a  ffrigott.” 

M ajfach u fetts  Archives ,  Vol.  III. 
p.  463.  Randolph’s  account  of  the 
Rebellion,  fiojt ;  alfo  Hijlory  of 
New  Hamfifhire,  by  Jeremy  Belknap 
(Farmer),  Vol.  I.  p.  193,  who  fpeaks 
of  Gove  as  “  declaring  by  found  of 
trumpet  for  liberty  and  reformation.” 
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releafed  from  imprifonment  in  the  Tower  of  London  fome 
time  later.  Gove’s  crime  confided  in  brandifhing  his  fword 
at  the  head  of  a  few  armed  followers  on  horfeback,  fhouting 
for  liberty  and  crying  out  that  their  privileges  were  taken 
from  them,  after  the  arbitrary  diffolution  of  the  Affembly 
by  the  Governor,  and  declaring  that  Popery  was  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  by  Cranfield,  as  Vice  Admiral  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
a  known  Papift. 

While  Randolph  was  bufy  journeying  between  Bofton  and 
Portfmouth,  going  no  lefs  than  feven  times  within  the  fpace  of 
a  few  weeks,  notwithftanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  General  Court  met,  and  after  reading  the  various  dif- 
heartening  and  menacing  communications  from  England, 
adjourned  from  day  to  day  debating  “about  fo  momentous 
a  difcharg  of  their  duty  to  God,  his  majty  and  the  concernes 
of  the  country.”  They  decided  at  laffc  to  fend  a  humble 
addrefs  to  the  King,  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants,  fuller 
powers  to  their  agents,  and  a  letter  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
and  “  ordered  that  there  be  a  day  of  humilliation  kept  by 
this  Court  together  on  Tuefday  next,  being  the  13th  of  this 
inftant  February,  in  the  toune  houfe,  at  eight  of  the  Clock 
in  the  morning,  and  that  the  Reuend  Mr  Mather  &  Mr 
Willard  be  defired  to  preach,  &  as  many  of  the  reund  elders 
neighboring  be  by  their  deputies  defired  to  be  prefent,  to 
implore  divine  direction  and  affiftance  in  the  weighty  mat¬ 
ters  now  before  the  Court.”  335 

Before 

386  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  XXXIX.  p.  785,  under  date  of  February 
p.  382.  Meeting  of  the  General  Court  16,  is  a  draft  of  an  Order  for  an 
of  February,  1682-3.  anfwer  to  complaint  of  M'  Randall 

In  the  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  [Edwd  Randolph]  in  England  againft 

fome 


Edward  Randolph. 
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Before  embarking  Randolph  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
Governor  Hinckley  of  Plymouth  in  Bolton,  and  alfo  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cranfield,  who  deeming  himfelf  unfafe  in  New  Hamp- 
fhire  had  fought  refuge  there  temporarily.336  He  received 
from  Thomas  Danforth  a  letter  dated  from  Cambridge, 
April  2d,  faying,  “  You  are  now  committing  yor  felfe  to  God’s 
protection  upon  the  mighty  feas.  God  hath  made  you  an 
eye  &  ear  witneffe  of  the  fmcere  defire  of  this  poor  people, 
with  whom  you  have  fojourned  fome  years,  to  ferve  God  & 
honour  the  King  :  refolve  not,  therefore,  to  be  an  enemy  to 
them  who  have  done  you  no  wrong.  I  beg  of  you  to  read 
the  9  firlt  verfes  of  the  ninth  of  Acts,  &  mufe  ferioufly 
thereon  in  ye  night  feafon ;  when  you  feel  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
communing  with  yor  foul.”  337  ^ 


fome  of  the  court.  “  The  deputyes  be¬ 
ing  ignorant  of  the  courts’  proceedings 
in  thefe  matters  defire  or  honrd  Majefs 
will  pleafe  to  confider  of  and  draw  fuch 
meet  anfwers  as  may  be  forthwith  fent 
to  or  agents.”  The  confent  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  does  not  appear.  The  General 
Court  palled  an  “  Addition  to  the  law, 
title  Naval  Office,”  enumerating  the 
ports  of  entry,  the  penalty  for  not  en¬ 
tering  with  the  naval  officer,  etc.  Maffa- 
chufetts  Archives,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  251,  17 
March,  1682-3,  but  printed  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  p.  383,  un¬ 
der  date  of  9  February.  The  new  law 
was  made  ltringent  and  more  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  Englifh  law,  but  its 
execution  was  left  in  the  hands  of  offi¬ 
cers  appointed  by  the  colony. 

338  Tranfcripts  of  New  H amp  /hire 
Documents,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  p.  139.  Let¬ 
ter  of  Cranfield  to  ye  Commtte  March  y 
27th  1683 :  “  Severall  perfons  well  withers 
to  Gove’s  proceedings  in  a  Riotous  man¬ 
ner  entered  my  dwelling  houfe,  as  Mr 
Randolph  who  was  prefent  can  informe 


our  Lordps.  I  found  Mr  Moody  and 
is  party  fo  Troublefome  that  I  believed 
myfelfe  unfafe  to  continue  longer 
amongft  them  till  I  had  the  continance 
of  a  ffrigott  and  full  inftrudtions  to  re¬ 
duce  them  to  a  better  underftanding. 
This  weeke  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
converfe  with  Mr  Hincklye  Govern01  and 
Mr  Lathrop  one  of  the  magiftrates  of 
New  Plymouth  Colony  I  find  them 
weake  men  and  very  unfitt  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  Govern^.  I  ffiall  not  give 
your  Lordps  any  further  Trouble  re- 
fering  your  Lordps  to  Mr  Randolph  who 
has  made  it  his  foie  bufinefs  to  infpedt 
and  underftand  the  methods  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  feverall  colonyes  and  is 
able  to  give  your  Lordps  a  full  and  per¬ 
fect  relation  of  the  prefent  diffraction 
which  hee  hath  luckily  occafioned  in 
this  Government.” 

337  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CVII.  p.  55.  Letter  of  Thomas  Dan¬ 
forth  to  Edward  Randolph,  Canb.  2.  2. 
83,  poft. 
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The  fhip  conveying  Randolph  carried  alfo  in  all  probabil¬ 
ity  the  papers  referred  to,  including  the  addrefs  to  the  King 
from  the  inhabitants,  Hating  that  they  do  not  wifh  a  change 
in  their  government,  which  “  hath  been  abundantly  fatisfac- 
tory  to  us,”  and  praying  the  King  “  to  difpell  and  fcatter 
thofe  clouds  of  feares  which  are  rifen  in  the  minds  of  very 
many  of  yr  good  fubjedts  leaft  they  fhould  be  deprived  of 
thofe  liberties  and  priviledges,”  to  obtain  the  enjoyment  of 
which  they  had  run  great  hazards,  encountered  difficulties, 
and  been  at  a  great  charge ;  338  the  addrefs  of  the  General 
Court  begging  the  King  to  overlook  pad;  errors  and  mif- 
takes,  and  “having  already  yielded  willing  obedience  in 
many  things,  wee  are  further  ready  to  make  &  receive  all 
fuch  regulations  as  may  moft  fully  adapt  the  adminiflrations 
of  yr  majties  Governm1  here  unto  the  rules  of  our  charter ;  ” 339 
a  commiffion  to  the  agents  empowering  them  jointly  to  con- 
fent  to  fuch  regulations  “  as  may  confift  wth  the  maine  ends 
of  or  prdeceffors  in  their  removall  hither,  our  charter  and  his 
majties  Governm1  here  eftablifhed ;  ”  340  the  inftrudtions  to 
Dudley  and  Richards  ordering  them  “  in  no  wife  to  confent 
to  any  infringement  of  our  liberties  &  priviledges  in  matters 
of  religion  and  worfhip  of  God ;  the  prefent  conflitution  of 
the  Generali  Court,  confiding  of  Magiftrates  and  the  Depu¬ 
ties  as  the  feledt  reprefentatives  of  the  ffreemen  being, 

without 


338  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  387.  Inhabitants  addrefs  to  His 
Majefty,  30  March,  1683.  This  peti¬ 
tion  was  to  be  prefented  by  the  agents 
“if  they  think  it  expedient.” 

339  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 

CVI.  p.  267  ;  alfo  Maffachufetts  Rec¬ 


ords ,  Vol.  V.  p.  385.  Addrefs  to  the 
King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

340  Maffachtifetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  290;  alfo  Maffachufetts  Rec¬ 
ords, ,  Vol.  V.  p.  386.  Commiffion  of 
the  Agents  of  Maffachufetts,  30  March, 
1683. 
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without  doubt,  agreeable  to  our  patent,  [which  was  always] 
to  be  underftood  in  the  molt  favorable  fenfe  for  the  plan¬ 
ters,  yow  are  therefore  not  to  confent  to  any  alteration 
thereof ;  yow  are  not  to  make  any  alteration  of  the  qualliffi- 
cations  of  freemen  that  are  required  by  law  as  at  prefent 
eftablifhed  ” ; 341  the  Court’s  letter  to  the  agents  authorizing 
them  to  give  up  the  Province  of  Maine,  if  that  will  help 
matters,  but  “  be  flow  in  tendering  it,  but  if  nothing  that 
yow  have  power  to  doe  will  prevent  a  quo  warranto  (though 
wee  hope  otherwife)  wee  defire  yow  well  to  advife  whether 
it  were  beft  to  make  difpute,  and  be  fure  yow  fpend  litle  or 
no  money  therein,  unlefs  yow  cann  have  very  good  affur- 
ance  that  it  may  be  fubftantially  made  &  mainteyned  by 
law.  And  if  his  Majty  will  take  away  our  charter  (not- 
withflanding  feverall  intimations  in  his  gracious  letters  to 
the  contrary)  and  alfo  difpoffefs  us  of  the  Province  of 
Mayne,  wee  defire  he  may  be  humbly  informed  of  our 
charge  and  difburfements,  to  the  value  of  above  tenn  thou- 
fand  pounds,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  people  there.  If 
wee  may  not  reteine  the  charter  for  faid  province,  yett,  yow 
may  plead  at  leaf!  that  wee  may  reteine  the  foile  ” ;  342  a  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Governor  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  refpedfing 
Mafon’s  claims  for  lands  about  Cape  Ann,  informing  him 
that  there  had  been  “no  deniall  of  juftice  to  the  complain¬ 
ant,  the  local  courts  being  open  to  him  at  any  time,  a 

month’s 


841  Majfach ufetts  Records,  Vol.  V.  342  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  389;  alfo  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  p.  391;  alfo  Majfachufetts  Archives , 
Vol.  CVI.  p.  290.  Inftrudtions  for  Vol.  CVI.  p.  273.  Courts  letter  to  our 
Jofeph  Dudley  and  John  Richards,  Efq.  Agents.  30  March  1683. 

30  March  1683. 
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month’s  notice  being  given  in  advance,  but  that  Mr.  Mafon 
had  done  nothing,  and  that  to  our  great  wonder  feverall 
copyes  of  his  Majties  letters  of  June  23rd  relating  to  Mr  Mafons 
concernes,  attefted  by  Mr  Chamberlaine,  Secre*  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince  of  N.  Hampfhire  were  difperfed  up  &  doune  fome 
weeks,  if  not  months  before  I  received  them  ”  ;  343  and  laftly 
a  letter  from  Samuel  Nowell  to  John  Richards  exprefling 
the  feeling,  which  he  feems  to  have  fliared  with  his  fellow 
colonifls,  that  a  quo  warranto  could  not  be  flopped,  but  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  done  to  “  pull  downe  the  houfe  our- 
felves,  which  is  worfe  then  to  be  paffive  only.”344 

Before  adjourning,  the  Court  ordered  that  the  10th  of 
May  be  kept  as  a  day  of  humiliation  throughout  the  colony, 
“humbly  to  implore  the  mercy  &  favour  of  God  for  our- 
felves  heere,  in  refpeCl  of  our  facred  civil  &  temporall  con¬ 
cernes,  &  for  the  Protteflant  churches  and  intereft  elfewhere 
now  in  a  low  &  conflicting  condition,  and  all  people  are 
forbidden  fervile  labor  upon  that  day.”  345 

On  the  28th  of  May  346  Randolph  reached  England,  having 

been 


843  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  275;  alfo  Maffachufetts  Rec¬ 
ords,  Vol.  V.  p.  389.  Letter  from  Gov¬ 
ernor  Bradftreet  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins 
refpefting  Mafon’s  claim.  24  March 
1682-3. 

844  Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  I.  p.  435. 
Letter  of  Samuel  Nowell  to  John  Rich¬ 
ards,  28  March,  1683.  “I  have  little 
expectation  that  all  we  can  or  fhall  do 
will  put  a  flop  to  a  Quo  Warranto.  By 
our  Patent  we  have  full  &  abfolute 
power  to  rule  &  governe,  pardon  & 
punilh,  etc.  by  which  allwayes  hithertoo 
wee  have  judged  ourfelves  free  from 


appeales,  &  either  we  may  finally  judge 
of  &  determine  all  things,  or  elfe  ap¬ 
peals  ly  in  all  cafes,  wch  will  make  the 
Governm*  here  to  be  a  meer  cypher ; 
every  pragmaticall  perfon  will  refufe  to 
fubmit  to  the  judgment  of  our  courts, 
hoping  for  relief  in  England,  or  by  fome 
Commiffioners  here,  to  wchour  Governmt 
muft  be  fubordinate,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
1664.” 

845  Maffachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  388.  Day  of  humiliation  ordered  30 
March,  1683. 

346  Randolph’s  Short  Narrative  of  his 
Voyages,  pojl. 
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been  driven  by  contrary  winds  into  Falmouth,  arriving  the 
next  day  at  Exeter,  whence  he  wrote  announcing  his  arrival, 
and  adding,  “  am  now  Coming  for  Whitehall  with  all  Con¬ 
venient  Speed.”  347  He  appears  to  have  loft  no  time,  for  on 
the  4th  of  June  he  prefented  his  articles  againft  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  which  are 
ftmply  a  condenfed  ftatement  of  the  accufations  already 
made  by  him.348  It  was  a  fitting  time  to  attack  the  charter 
of  the  colony,  with  certainty  of  fuccefs,  for  a  few  days  later, 
on  June  the  12th,  the  judgment  forfeiting  the  charter  of  the 


city  of  London,  was  recorded, 
ftronghold  of  popular  liberty 
vient  to  the  King.349 

847  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
57.  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  Exiter,  May 
29th  1683,  pofl. 

The  deprefled  condition  of  the  diflen- 
ters  is  defcribed  by  Nathaniel  Mather 
in  a  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  dated  31 
May.  He  fpeaks  of  the  Non-conformift 
minifters  being  “  in  ftrange  difguifes, 
few  or  none  of  them  daring  to  bee  feen 
in  the  ftreets,  fo  as  to  bee  known,  &  con¬ 
cealing  alfo  their  lodgings.  In  the 
meantime  wee  hear  of  no  mafles  or 
Popifh  meetings  informed  againft  by 
the  Informers.  The  bufines  of  the 
Charter  of  London  is  put  off  till  the 
next  term  ;  but  it  is  thought  it  will  then 
bee  adjudged  forfeyted,  efpecially  if  Sir 
George  Jeffreys  bee  made  Lord  Cheif 
Juftice,  in  the  room  of  Sanders,  as  is 
talked.”  See  Mafachufetts  Hijlorical 
Society  Colie ftions,  Fourth  Series,  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  45. 

848  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
54  (105).  Articles  ag‘  ye  Gonft:  & 
Company  of  ye  Mass  Bay  in  New  Engd. 

4  June  1683 ,poft. 

849  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 


by  which  that  rich  city,  “  the 
in  England,  became  fubfer- 

On 

CVI.  p.  293,  12  June,  1683.  Judgment 
forfeiting  Charter  of  London.  “  This 
day  Mr  Juftice  Jones  after  Judgmt  was 
demanded  by  Mr  Attorney  Generali 
upon  the  city  Charter  delivered  him- 
felfe  in  the  point,  as  that  they  had  at¬ 
tended  the  Ld  cheife  Juftice  Saunders, 
who  agreed  wth  ym  in  every  pticular  & 
y‘  they  were  of  one  opinion,  That  a  cor¬ 
poration  may  be  feized  &  forfeited,  re¬ 
citing  feverall  Statutes  etc.  The  levying 
money  &  the  Petition  were  the  Adfts  of 
the  Corporation.  Upon  the  whole  both 
for  matter  &  forme  Judgmt  ought  to  be 
given  for  the  king  that  the  Libertyes  & 
franchifes  of  the  Corporation  be  feized 
into  the  kings  hands.  But  Mr  Attor¬ 
ney  prayed  that  Judgmt  might  not  be  en- 
tred  till  his  majtys  pleafure  be  further 
knowne.” 

Hallam  in  his  Conflitutional  Hiflory 
of  England,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  II.  p.  428, 
fays  :  “  Two  a6ts  of  the  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  were  alleged  as  fufficient  mifdemean- 
ors  to  warrant  a  judgment  of  forfeiture : 
one,  the  impofition  of  certain  tolls  on 
goods  brought  into  the  city  markets  by 

an 
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On  the  very  day  the  charter  of  London  was  declared  for¬ 
feited  Randolph  appeared  before  the  Committee  and  dated 
in  pofitive  terms  that  Maffachufetts  had  determined  not  to 
fubmit  to  the  King  but  ftand  a  trial  at  law,  “  that  it  had  been 
refolved  by  the  Council  there  that  they  would  defend  their 
Charter  by  Law,  in  cafe  His  Maty  fliould  think  fit  to  bring 
a  Quo  Warranto  againfl;  it  and  that  they  would  not  make 
any  Surrender  to  His  Maty  nor  intrufl  their  Agents  with 
fuch  Powers  as  were  required  from  them.”  He  then  reiter¬ 
ated  his  complaints,  and  to  fiimulate  the  prejudices  of  the 
committee  he  fpoke  of  the  harfh  treatment  received  by  the 
royal  commiflioners  in  1664,  and  of  the  “great  civility  with 
which  Goff  and  Whaley  were  received,  two  of  the  Murther- 
ers  of  His  late  Maty,  one  of  whom  declared  among  them 
that  if  what  hee  had  done  againfl:  the  King  were  yet  to  bee 
done,  hee  would  doe  it  again.  Whereupon  their  Lop.s  doe 
agree  to  Report  that  Mr  Attorney  bee  ordered  to  bring  a 
Quo  Warranto  againfl:  the  Privileges  of  their  Charter,  And 
that  fuch  Papers  and  Evidences  as  fhall  bee  needful  in  this 

Cafe 


an  ordinance  or  by-law  of  their  own  ; 
the  other,  their  petition  to  the  king  in 
December  1679,  f°r  the  fitting  of  par¬ 
liament  and  its  publication  throughout 
the  country.  The  c  Jurt  of  king’s  bench 
pronounced  judgment  of  forfeiture 
againfl  the  corporation ;  but  this  judg¬ 
ment,  at  the  requeft  of  the  attorney- 
general,  was  only  recorded ;  the  city 
continued  in  appearance  to  poflefs  its 
corporate  franchifes,  but  upon  fubmif- 
fion  to  certain  regulations.  The  cor¬ 
poration  fubmitted  thus  to  purchafe  the 
continued  enjoyment  of  its  eftates  at  the 
expenfe  of  its  municipal  independence. 
The  city  was,  of  courfe,  abfolutely  fub- 


fervient  to  the  court  from  this  time  to 
the  revolution.  After  the  fall  of  the 
capital  it  was  not  to  be  expefled  that 
tovns  lefs  capable  of  defence  thould 
ftand  out.  Informations  quo  warranto 
were  brought  againfl  feveral  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  a  far  greater  number  haftened 
to  anticipate  the  refult  by  voluntary  fur- 
renders.  Jeffreys,  on  the  northern  cir¬ 
cuit,  in  1684,  to  ufe  the  language  of 
Charles  II.’s  moft  unblufhing  advocate, 
‘  made  all  the  charters,  like  the  walls 
of  Jericho,  fall  down  before  him,  and 
returned  laden  with  furrenders,  the 
fpoils  of  tovns.”’ 


Edward  Randolph.  1 9  7 

Cafe  bee  fent  to  Mr  Attorney  for  his  better  information 
therein.”  350  The  next  day  the  Privy  Council  ordered  Sir 
Robert  Sawyer,  the  Attorney  General,  to  bring  a  Quo  War¬ 
ranto  immediately  againft  Maffachufetts,  “  and  for  the  more 
effectual  profecution  thereof  Mr  Randolph  is  required  to 
attend  His  Matys  faid  Attorney.” 351 

Having  “  folicited  and  obtained  a  quo  warranto  now  ready 
to  be  executed,”  as  he  ftates  in  a  petition,  Randolph  prays 
the  King  “  to  take  into  yr  Royall  confideration  the  great  ex¬ 
pence  &  Ioffes  by  him  fuftained  and  to  order  fome  necef- 
fary  allowance  whereby  hee  may  be  enabled  to  attend  your 
Matys  fervice  in  the  effedtuall  profecution  of  ye  faid  Quo 
Warr*°”;  352  and  in  another  petition  he  begs  that  a  commif- 
fion  of  collector  be  granted  to  him  “  under  the  great  Seale 
of  England,”  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  Adts  of  Trade.353 

Before  the  writ  was  adtually  iffued  againft  the  colony,  a 
ftrange  fight  was  feen  in  the  royal  palace.  The  lord  mayor, 
the  fheriffs,  and  the  aldermen,  on  their  knees  before  the 
King,  prefented  a  humble  fubmiffion  and  petition  on  behalf 

of 


850  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book ,  Jour 7i al  Board  of  Trade  107 
(167).  Randolph  ftates  that  Maffachu¬ 
fetts  intends  to  defend  her  Charter  at 
law.  12  June,  1683,  pojl. 

351  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  298.  Report  for  a  Quo  War¬ 
ranto  againft  Maffachufetts;  at  the 
Court  at  Hampton  Court  the  13th  of 
June  1683  By  the  Kings  moft  Exc1  Ma'y 
and  the  Lords  of  His  Ma*rs  moft  Honble 
Privy  Council,  pojl. 

Randolph' s  Short  Narrative ,  pojl. 
“  I  was  ordered  to  attend  Mr  Attorney 
General  with  proofs  of  the  charge 


againft  the  Bofton  Government,”  13 
June. 

862  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  294.  Randolph’s  complaint. 
The  humble  petition  of  E.  Randolph, 
13  June,  1683  ,pofl. 

863  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  296.  Petition  of  Randolph  13 
June.  1683,  pojl.  This  petition  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury.  A 
new  commiflion  would  be  neceffary  af¬ 
ter  judgment  had  been  obtained  againft 
the  charter  reducing  the  colony  to  a 
province. 
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of  the  city  of  London ;  “  and  fo  they  tamely  parted  with 
their  fo  ancient  privileges  after  they  had  dined  and  been 
treated  by  the  king.  This  was  a  fignal  and  moft  remark¬ 
able  period.  What  the  confequences  will  prove,  time  will 
fhew.”  354  On  the  27th  of  June  the  writ,  which  was  in  Latin, 

was 


354  Diary  of  John  Evelyn ,  18  June, 
1683.  “  I  was  prefent,  and  faw  and 

heard  the  humble  fubmiffion  and  peti¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord  Maior,  Sheriffs,  and 
Aldermen,  on  behalfe  of  the  citty 
of  London,  on  the  quo  warranto 
againft  their  charter,  which  they  deliv¬ 
ered  to  his  Maty  in  the  prefence-cham¬ 
ber.  It  was  delivered  kneeling,  and 
then  the  King  and  Council  went  into 
the  council-chamber,  the  Maior  and  his 
brethren  attending  Hill  in  the  prefence- 
chamber.  After  a  fhort  fpace  they  were 
called  in,  and  my  Lord  Keeper  made  a 
fpeech  to  them,  exaggerating  the  difor- 
derly  and  riotous  behaviour  in  the  late 
election,  and  polling  for  Papillon  and 
DuBois  after  the  Common-hall  had  been 
formally  diffolv’d ;  with  other  mifde- 
meanors,  libells  on  the  Government 
&c.  by  which  they  had  incurr’d  his 
Matys  high  difpleafure ;  and  that  but  for 
this  fubmiffion,  and  under  fuch  articles 
as  the  King  ffiould  require  their  obedi¬ 
ence  to,  he  would  certainly  enter  judg¬ 
ment  againft  them,  which  hitherto  he 
had  fufpend’d.  The  things  requir’d 
were  as  follows :  that  they  ffiould 
neither  ele6l  Maior,  Sheriff,  Alderman, 
Recorder,  Common  Serjeant,  Towne 
Cleark,  Coroner,  or  Steward  of  South¬ 
wark ,  without  his  Matys  approbation; 
and  that  if  they  prefented  any  his  Maty 
did  not  like,  they  would  proceed  in 
wonted  manner  to  a  fecond  choice ;  if 
that  was  difapprov’d,  his  Maty  to  nom¬ 
inate  them;  and  if  within  five  daies 
they  thought  good  to  affent  to  this,  all 
former  mifcarriages  ffiould  be  'prgotten. 


Divers  of  the  old  and  moft  learned 
lawyers  and  judges  were  of  opinion 
that  they  could  not  forfeit  their  charter, 
but  might  be  perfonally  puniffi’d  for 
their  mifdemeanors  ;  but  the  plurality 
of  the  younger  judges  and  rifing  men 
judg’d  it  otherwife.  The  Popiffi  Plotalfo, 
which  had  hitherto  made  fuch  a  noife, 
began  now  fenfibly  to  dwindle,  thro’  the 
folly,  knavery,  impudence,  and  giddi- 
nefs  of  Oates,  fo  as  the  Papifts  began 
to  hold  up  their  heads  higher  than  ever, 
and  thofe,  who  had  fled,  flock’d  to 
London  from  abroad.  Such  fuddaine 
changes  and  eager  doings  there  had 
ben,  without  any  thing  fteady  or  pru¬ 
dent,  for  thefe  laft  feaven  yeares. 

June  28.  After  the  Popiffi  Plot,  there 
was  now  a  new,  and  (as  they  call’d  it) 
a  Proteftant  Plot  difcover’d  that  cer- 
taine  Lords  and  others  ffiould  defigne 
the  affaffination  of  the  King  and  the 
Duke  as  they  were  to  come  from 
New-Market,  with  a  general  rifing  of 
ye  nation,  and  efpecially  of  the  citty 
of  London,  difaffefled  to  the  pref¬ 
ent  Government :  upon  which  were 
committed  to  the  Tower  Lord  Ruffell, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  Earle  of  Bedford,  the 
Earle  of  Effex,  Mr  Algernon  Sydney, 
fon  to  the  old  Earle  of  Leicefter,  Mr. 
Trenchard,  Hampden,  Lord  Howard  of 
Efcrick,  and  others.  A  proclamation 
was  iffued  againft  my  Lord  Grey,  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  Sr  Tho.  Armftrong, 
and  one  Fergufon,  who  had  efcaped  be¬ 
yond  fea. 

July  15.  The  public  was  now  in 
greate  confternation  on  the  late  plot 

and 
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was  iffued,  commanding  the  Governor,  feveral  of  the  Affiff- 
ants  and  fome  of  the  freemen,  by  name,  defcribing  them  as 
“  lately  of  London,”  to  appear  before  the  King  to  anfwer 
“  by  what  warrant  they  clajmed  to  have,  ufe  and  enjoy  divers 
libertjes,  priviledges,  and  franchifes  within  the  citty  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  libertyes  thereof,  and  in  all  places  without  the  fajd 
citty,  within  his  majties  kingdome  of  England,  as  alfo  in  many 
partes  beyond  the  Teas,  out  of  the  kingdome  of  England,”  on 
the  3d  of  September  in  Michaelmas  term.355  A  copy  of  the 
writ  was  ferved  on  the  agents  in  London,  according  to  Mr. 
Normanfell,  the  deputy  of  the  flieriffs,  but  this  was  denied 
by  the  Maffachufetts  authorities.  Another  copy  was  made 
on  the  9th  of  July  to  be  ferved  on  the  Governor  and  others 
named  in  the  writ  in  New  England,  and  a  tranfcript  of  it 
was  probably  brought  to  Maffachufetts  by  the  agents,  for 
the  endorfement  upon  it  ffates  that  it  was  received  on  Octo¬ 
ber  22,  the  day  they  reached  Bofton,  and  four  days  before 
Randolph’s  arrival.350  -pi 


and  confpiracy ;  his  Majeftie  very  mel¬ 
ancholy  &  not  ftirring  without  double 
guards ;  all  the  avenues  and  private 
dores  about  White-hall  and  the  Park 
fhut  up,  few  admitted  to  walke  in  it. 
The  Papifts  in  the  meane  time  very 
jocond,  and  indeede  with  reafon,  feeing 
their  own  plot  brought  to  nothing,  and 
turn’d  to  ridicule,  and  now  a  confpiracy 
of  Proteftants  as  they  call’d  them.” 

855  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  301.  Alfo  for  the  Latin  writ  fee 
Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  420. 

356  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  301.  “  London  July  9*  1683. 
Gentlemen.  There  is  come  to  my 
hands  (as  Secondary  to  ye  Sheriffs  of 
London)  a  writt  of  Quo  Warranto  iffu- 
ing  out  of  ye  Crowne-Office  of  ye  Court 


of  King’s  Bench  at  Weftm  againft  you 
ye  feveral  pfons  hereunder  named  re¬ 
quiring  yor  appearance  before  his  Majtie 
wherever  he  fhall  be  in  England  for  ye 
day  of  St.  Michael  in  three  weeks  to 
anfwer  unto  or  Lord  ye  king  by  what 
warrant  you  claime  to  have  ufe  &  enjoy 
diverfe  libertyes  priviledges  &  fran¬ 
chifes  within  ye  citty  of  London  & 
libertyes  of  ye  fame,  &  in  all  places 
without  ye  fa  Citty  of  London  within 
ye  Kingdom  of  England,  &  in  many 
places  beyond  ye  feas  without  ye  King- 
dome  of  England  of  which  you  are  im¬ 
peached.  Hereof  I  have  given  notice 
to  two  of  you  here  in  London,  vizt :  to 
Jofeph  Dudley  Efqre  &  Jn°  Richards 
Efqre  &  left  with  them  a  copy  of  ye  writt, 
&  yl  you  may  not  be  ignorant  of  any 

part 
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The  Agents  having  no  further  bufiness  in  England,  and 
ftating  in  their  petition  that  “  they  are  not  willing  to  under¬ 
take  the  defence  and  management  ”  of  the  cafe  againft  the 
colony,  they  were  difcharged  from  attendance  on  July  20th 
and  permiflion  given  them  to  return  to  Maffachufetts,  “  fo 


foone  as  Mr  Edward  Randolph, 
thither  upon  his  Maties  fervice  by 
embarkt  for  his  faid  voyage.” 

part  of  ye  contents  of  it  I  have  fent  you 
a  true  copy  alfo,  willing  yor  appearance 
to  it,  &  acquainting  you  yl  in  default 
thereof,  you  will  be  proceeded  ag1  to 
ye  outlawry  &  thereby  yor  libertyes  & 
ffranchifes  will  be  forfeited  to  ye  King  & 
yor  Charter  made  voyd.  Of  this  (Gent) 
pleafe  to  take  notice  from  yor  humble 
fervant  unknowne  to  you 

Ri :  Normanfell 
To  Simon  Bradftreet,  Efq' 

Thomas  Danforth,  Efqr 
Daniel  Gookin,  Elqr 
John  Pinchon,  Efqr 
William  Stoughton,  Efqr 
Peter  Bulkeley,  Efqr 
Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  Efqt 
Humfrey  Davy,  Efqr. 

William  Browne,  Efqt 
Samuel  Nowell,  Efql 
Jno  Chute,  Efqr 
James  Ruffell,  Efqr 
Peter  Tilton,  Efqr 
Bartholomew  Gidney,  Efqr. 

Samuel  Appleton,  Efqr. 

Robert  Pyke  Efqt 
Daniel  fifher,  yeoman 
John  Wayte,  yeoman 
William  Johnfon,  yeoman 
Edmund  Quincy,  yeoman 
Elilha  Cooke,  Gent. 

Elilha  Hutchinfon,  Merch* 

Edmund  Baker,  yeoman 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Efqr 
John  Richards,  Efqr. 


who  is  forthwith  goeing 
his  Maties  comand  fhall  be 

So 

William  Tory,  yeoman 
John  fairweather,  yeoman 
Laurence  Hammond,  yeoman 
Anthony  Stodder  Sem,  yeoman 
Daniel  Turrell,  Sen.r  Blackfmith. 

[fuperfcribed]  for  the  Governour  & 
Company  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England  under  his  Majtie  of  great 
Brittaine.  thefe  reed  22  October  1683.” 

According  to  Hutchinfon  the  agents 
arrived  23d  of  October,  and  the  fame 
week  Randolph  arrived  with  the  quo 
warranto  and  a  declaration  from  the 
King.  See  Hi/lory  of  Maffachufetts 
Bay ,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I.  p.  337. 

Letter  of  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  14 
February,  1683-4,  in  State  Papers,  Co¬ 
lonial. ,  Bundle  54  (61),  fays  :  “  I  arrived 
in  Bolton  upon  ye  26  of  October  late  at 
night  and  found  their  Gen11  Court  that 
afternoon  broake  up.  Their  Agents 
fayling  out  of  ye  Downes  before  me  al- 
molt  a  fortnight  &  arriving  ye  22  of  the 
fame  month  gave  them  notice  that  a  Quo 
Warrto  was  brought  againft  their  Char¬ 
ter  &  that  they  might  dayly  expert  me.” 

The  Court’s  letter  of  Attorney  to 
Robert  Humphreys,  pofl,  ftates  diftindtly 
that  “the  writt  was  not  ferved  on  the 
perfons  concerned  untill  the  time  of  ap¬ 
pearance  was  paft,  and  not  ferved  on 
our  agents  in  England,  nor  any  coppy 
left  wtfl  them  by  the  fecondary.” 

357  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 

CVI.  p.  299.  Difmiflionof  Agents  from 

Court 
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So  far  the  attack  againft  Maffachufetts  had  been  fucceff- 
ful,  but  as  there  might  be  fome  delay  caufed  by  the  legal 
proceedings,  Randolph  fuggefted  that  by  following  the  pre¬ 
cedent  in  the  cafe  of  Virginia,  when  the  charter  of  that 
colony  was  annulled,  the  defendants  named  in  the  quo  war¬ 
ranto  fhould  alone  pay  the  cofts  of  the  trial,  all  non-freemen 
and  all  freemen,  including  the  magiftrates,  willing  to  fubmit, 
to  pay  nothing,  and  that  the  magiftrates  fhould  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  impofe  taxes  and  draw  upon  the  public  treafury  to 
defend  the  charter,  as  they  have  done  lately  “  to  carry  on 
their  Solicitations  agst  your  Ma*’5  Prerogative  and  the  Rights 
of  the  Crown.”  358  This  was  followed  by  another  fuggeftion, 
in  which  Randolph  propofed  the  King  fhould  iffue  a  declara¬ 
tion  that  the  liberties  and  property  of  the  people  would  be 
preferved  upon  the  change  of  government,  “  whereby  they 
will  be  eafily  induced  to  furrender  their  Charter  or  to  fub¬ 
mit  to  fuch  regulations  and  limitations  of  their  Charter  as 
His  Majefty  fliall  prefcribe,  bringing  the  people  to  an  ime- 
diate  dependance  upon  the  Crown,  and  that  in  order  here¬ 
unto  fome  perfon  may  be  immediately  appointed  to  carry 

over 


Court  of  St.  James.  Order  of  Privy 
Council,  20  July,  1683. 

About  this  time  Nathaniel  Mather 
writes  to  Increafe  Mather,  “in  Eng¬ 
land  &  in  Scotland  there  is  fo  great  a 
reftreynt  on  the  Non  conformifts,  that  I 
hear  hardly  of  fo  much  as  of  one  meet¬ 
ing.  We  have  word  that  Vienna  is  not 
yet  taken  by  the  Turk  alfo  that  a  quo 
warranto  is  gone  out  againft  your  Pat¬ 
ent  in  New  England,  that  two  very 
loyall  addreffes  to  his  Majtie  one  from 
New  Plimouth  &  the  other  from  Con¬ 
necticut  were  both  very  gracioufly  re¬ 
ceived  ;  by  which  I  fufpedt  you  of  Maf- 
vol.  1.  —  26 


fachufetts  are  more  whiggifh,  &  your 
neighbors  more  toryifh,  to  fpeak  it  in 
the  language  of  late  in  ufe.”  Majfa- 
chufetts  Hijtorical  Society  Collections , 
Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  46. 

858  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
54  (187).  Petn  of  Mr  Randolph  in  ye 
name  of  divers  Planters  &  others  your 
Ma‘rs  loyall  Subjects  inhabiting  the 
Maffachufetts  Colony  in  New  England. 
That  no  money  may  be  levied  towards 
the  charge  of  defending  ye  charter  upon 
fuch  as  are  willing  to  fubmit.  28  June 
1683,  pojl. 
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over  fuch  declaration  with  the  Quo  Warrt0  and  that  fome 
fmall  Frigott  may  be  ordered  to  attend  that  Service.”359 
The  latter  fuggeftion  was  made  firft  to  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  who  was  an  important  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 
It  is  fomewhat  lingular  that  an  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
fhould  again  become  prominent,  after  a  lapfe  of  fifty  years, 
in  attacking  the  charter  of  Maflachufetts.  Thefe  fuggeftions 
were  immediately  approved  of  by  the  Committee,  and  fo 
reported  to  the  Privy  Council,  adding  “  their  Lops  agree  to 
move  His  Maty  that  Mr  Randolph  bee  ordered  to  carry  the 
Notification  of  the  Quo  Warranto  to  New  England  And 
that,  for  the  better  countenancing  him  therein,  hee  may  be 
tranfported  to  Bofton  by  the  Mermaid  or  any  other  Frigot 
bound  to  America.”  360  Three  days  after  the  receipt  of  the 
report  the  Privy  Council  “  ordered  that  Mr  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph  be  fent  to  New  England  with  the  Notification  of 
the  faid  Quo  Warranto  which  he  is  to  deliver  to  the  faid 
Governour  and  Company  of  the  Maflachufetts  Bay:  and 
one  of  his  Mat!es  Principall  Secrys  of  State  is  likewife  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  faid  Declaration  for  his  Mats  Signature ;  in  order 
to  bee  fent  to  New  England  and  dellivered  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernour  and  Company  by  the  faid  Edward  Randolph  as 
aforefaid.  And  itt  is  hereby  further  Ordered  that  his  Mats 
Printers  do  forthwith  print  and  delliver  unto  the  faid  Ed¬ 
ward 

859  New  England  Hijlorical  and  Book  107,  p.  173.  Randolph  prefents 

Genealogical  Regijler,  Vol.  XXXVII.  Petition,  &c.,  17  July,  1683,  pofl.  At 
p.  267.  Memorial  addrefled  to  Arch-  this  meeting  of  the  Committee  were 
bilhop  of  Canterbury.  11  July,  1683,  prefent,  among  others,  the  Archbifhop 
pojl.  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhop  of  London3 

860  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  and  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
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» 

ward  Randolph  two  hundred  Copies  of  the  aforefaid  Decla¬ 
ration,  as  allfo  one  hundred  Copies  of  all  the  proceedings 
att  the  Councill  Board  concerning  the  Charter  of  London, 
wch  were  printed  by  Order  of  his  Maty  att  this  Board  to  be 
difperfed  by  him  in  New  England  as  he  fhall  think  beft  for 
his  Mats  Service.”  Annexed  to  this  Order  is  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  the  King  Rating  that  “  Altho  wee  have  thought  fit 
to  iffue  Our  Writ  of  Quo  Warranto  againft  the  Charter, 
and  priviledges  claimed  by  the  Governour  and  Company  of 
the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in  New  England  by  reafon  of  fome 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours  by  them  comitted,  Yet  Our 
Royall  Will  and  pleafure  is  And  Wee  doe  hereby  declare 
That  the  private  Interefls  &  proprietyes  of  all  perfons  wthin 
that  Our  Colony  fhall  be  continued  and  prferved  unto  them, 
fo  that  noe  man  fhall  receive  any  prjudice  in  his  freehold  or 
Eftate,  And  that  in  Cafe  the  fayd  Corporation  of  the  Maffa¬ 
chufetts  Bay  fhall,  before  further  profecution  had  upon  the 
fayd  Quo  Warranto,  make  a  full  fubmiffion  &  entire  Refig- 
nation  to  Our  pleafure,  Wee  will  then  regulate  their  Charter 
in  fuch  manner,  as  fhall  be  for  Our  fervice  and  ye  Good  of 
that  Our  Colony  wthout  any  other  alterations  then  fuch  as 
Wee  fhall  find  neceffary  for  the  better  fupport  of  Our  Gov¬ 
ernment  there,  And  Wee  doe  further  declare  and  diredt 
that  all  thofe  perfons  who  are  queftioned  in  or  by  the  fayd 
Quo  Warranto,  and  fhall  goe  about  to  maintain  the  fuite 
againft  Us,  fhall  make  their  defence  at  their  particular 
charge  wthout  any  helpe  by,  or  fpending  any  part  of  the 
publique  ftocke  of  our  fayd  Colony,  And  that  as  well  thofe 
that  are  not  free  men,  as  fuch  as  are  willing  to  fubmit  to 
Our  pleafure,  fhall  be  difcharged  from  all  rates,  Levyes  and 

contributions, 
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contributions,  towards  the  expence  of  the  fayd  fuite,  both  in 
their  perfons  and  Eftates,  And  Our  further  pleafure  is  That 
this  Our  Royall  Declaration  be  publifhed  wlhin  Our  fayd 
Colony,  that  none  may  prtend  ignorance  hereof.” 361 

Having  received  the  royal  order,  Randolph  defired  to  fail 
immediately,  fo  as  to  ferve  the  writ  in  time  to  have  the 
return  made  by  the  third  of  September,  and  as  there  was  a 
profpect  that  he  could  not  be  tranfported  by  the  frigate 
“  Mermaid,”  he  afked  that  a  fmall  veffel  of  war  might  be  de- 
fpatched  at  once  for  New  England,  “  the  Countenance  of  a 
frigott  upon  ye  Coaft  being  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fecond  the 
Quo  Ward0  in  order  to  procure  an  intire  fubmiffion  from  ye 
Boftoners  wherein  all  the  other  Colonyes  will  follow  their 
Exampl  &  the  want  of  a  frigott  will  give  oppertunity  to 
thofe  people  (who  ufe  all  imaginary  artifices)  to  oppofe  his 
Maties  Orders  &  to  plead  to  ye  Quo  Ward0  which  will  take 
up  above  12  months  tyme  before  this  Charter  in  that  cafe 
can  be  vacated.  This  being  in  fome  manner  a  paralell  cafe 
to  that  of  the  late  rebellion  in  Virginia,  where  the  tymely 
fending  one  fmall  fhip  would  have  faved  no  leffe  then  foure 
fcore  thoufand  pounds,  fuch  a  Countenance  as  is  propofed 
will  caufe  the  Boftoners  to  make  their  Submiftion  in  this 
favourable  conjuncture  and  demonftrate  that  the  King  is 
now  in  earneft.”  He  then  quotes  from  a  letter  juft  received 
from  his  Brother  Bernard,  in  which  the  deputy  collector 

fpeaks 

361  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bifhop 
54  (48).  Order  of  Councill  for  Ran-  of  London,  and  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  ; 
dolph  to  carry  Quo  Warranto.  20  July  fee  alfo  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
1683,  pojl.  At  this  meeting  of  the  Privy  p.  422. 

Council  were  prefent,  among  others,  the 
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fpeaks  of  the  affronts  put  upon  him  and  of  the  violence 
offered  to  his  conffable,  and  afks  if  the  colonifls  are  fo 
audacious  while  their  agents  are  ftill  in  England  what  will 
be  their  condudt  unlefs  there  is  an  armed  force  to  over¬ 
awe  them.362  Becoming  impatient  at  delay,  Randolph  wrote 
in  about  a  week  that  it  would  be  better  if  he  fhould  be 
allowed  to  take  the  firft  fhip  failing  and  not  wait  for  an 
armed  veffel,  as  a  fpeedy  defpatch  was  effential,  otherwife 
“the  difaffefted  party  in  New  Engd  would  take  occafion  to 
mifreprefent  his  Maties  intentions,  in  cafe  the  notification  of 
his  pleafure  fhould  arrive  fo  late,  as  that  it  would  be  made 
impoffible  for  them  to  comply  with  the  tyme  appointed  for 
the  return  of  ye  Quo  Warrt0.”  It  is  important  that  the  firft 
news  of  the  writ  fhould  be  “accompanied  with  his  Maties 
Gracious  offers  to  the  Colony  fince  otherwife  the  people  will 
be  amufed  with  variety  of  Reports  &  apprehenfions  (the 
ufuall  artifice  of  the  difaffedfed  party)  which  will  be  pre¬ 
vented  by  my  being  upon  the  Place  and  publifhing  his 
Maties  Gracious  Declaration,  which  I  am  ordered  to  do  upon 
my  firft  arrivall,  and  alfo  the  late  proceedings  againft  the 
Charter  of  London,  with  the  Cittyes  fubmiffion  to  his  Matie 
which  will  invite  the  people  to  follow  the  Example  of  that 
Citty.  Befides,  if  it  fhall  fo  pleafe  his  Matie  to  diredf  ye 
Comm?  of  ye  Admiralty  that  the  firft  frigott  bound  to  ye 
Weft  Indies  be  ordered  to  call  at  Bofton  and  that  I  may 
have  a  copy  of  his  Maties  pleafure  therein,  to  fhew  the 
Magiftrates  when  I  arrive  at  Bofton,  It  will  make  as  great 

an 

862  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  54  (52).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  propofing 
to  have  a  Frigate,  26  July,  1683  ,poJl. 
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an  impreffion  upon  the  people,  as  if  a  frigott  were  then  pres¬ 
ent  and  riding  before  their  doores.  A  prefent  difpatch  will 
take  away  from  that  people  all  occafion  of  Complaint,  & 
leave  them  no  leifure  or  oppertunity  to  avoid  the  regula¬ 
tions  which  are  intended  for  that  Governm*.”  363  The  Com¬ 
mittee,  approving  of  Randolph’s  reafons  for  haftening  his 
departure,  agreed  to  report  to  the  King  “  that  one  of  His 
Maties  Frigots  that  fhall  bee  Ordered  to  carry  my  Lord 
Howard  to  Virg*  or  fome  other  ffrigot  that  {hall  pals  that 
way  bee  Ordered  to  touch  at  Bolton,  and  that  Mr  Randolph 
may  be  ordered  to  proceed  on  his  Voyage  to  New  England 
as  foon  as  may  bee,  And  that  His  Majties  Printer  bee  ordered 
to  deliver  to  him  One  hundred  of  His  Majefty’s  Declarations 
publifhed  concerning  the  late  Confpiracy  to  bee  difpofed  of 
in  New  England  as  Mr  Randolph  fhall  think  fitt.”  364 

While  making  his  preparations  for  the  voyage  Randolph 
wrote  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell  that  he  was  to  embark  on 
the  frigate  “  Rofe,”  under  the  command  of  Captain  Phips, 
afterwards  known  as  Sir  William  Phips,  Governor  of  Maffa- 
chufetts,  who  was  going  to  Bolton  for  “diving  Tubs,”  to 

feek 

863  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  54  the  Governor  “  hath  the  foie  power  of 

(54).  Randolph  to  Jenkins  ;  not  defir-  Impannelling  and  returning  Jurys,”  and 
ous  to  wait  for  a  frigate.  3  Auguft,  alfo  fpeaking  of  Gove’s  infurreftion.  It 
1683,  pofl.  was  probably  at  this  time  that  Ran- 

864  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry  dolph  prepared  and  prefented  to  the 
Book  107,  p.  177.  Randolph  to  have  Committee  a  full  account,  undated,  of 
100  copies  of  Declaration.  17  Auguft,  the  infurreftion,  fee  Majfachufetts  Ar- 
1683,  pojl.  The  declaration  was  concern-  chives,  Y ol.  III.  p.  463,  pojl.  Edward 
ing  the  Whig  plot,  fee  Hijlory  of  Eng-  Gove  had  written  to  Randolph  11  June, 
land, ,  byT.  B.  Macaulay,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  1683,  requefting  his  aid  in  procuring  a 
I.  p.  2x0.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Com-  pardon,  and  alfo  for  a  loan  of  money, 
mittee  were  read  letters  from  Governor  See  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  57, 
Cranfield,  ftating  that  he  had  had  an  Aft  pojl. 

pafled  by  which  a  Marfhal  appointed  by 
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feek  the  funken  treafure  in  a  Spanifh  wreck  off  the  Bahama 
Iflands.  He  adds  the  “  Bofton  agents  are  in  the  Downfs, 
and  ftay  till  our  fhip  now  at  Deptford,  falls  down,  being 
obliged  to  ftay  here  by  order  in  Councill,  till  I  am  ready  to 
fayle,  which  gives  me  a  Creditt  —  and  but  needful  —  for  by 
thofe  who  come  now  from  thence,  as  alfo  by  my  letters,  I 
have  great  reafon  to  believe  the  party  there  had  more  then 
hints  of  the  horrid  confpiracy,  lately  defcribed ;  for  at  my 
coming  away,  they  were  very  calme,  but  fince,  high  and  dar¬ 
ing  in  words  and  actions,  hoping  the  Lord  would  work  a 
great  deliverance  for  his  people,  as  they  ufually  cant.  I 
hope  to  be  with  them  in  Odtober,  the  feffion  of  theire  Gen* 
Court,  ’Twill  ftartle  them  to  find  fuch  a  round  turn  and  if 
they  do  not  comply  in  all  Duty  they  will  make  themfelves 
for  ever  after  uncapable  of  the  bleffings  offered  in  his  Mats 
Declaration  to  them.  As  to  the  way  of  fettling  the  cheife 
power  I  certainly  believe  nothing  can  be  fo  wholefome  for 
the  whole  plantation  as  to  have  one  Gen*  Govr,  a  fober  dif- 
creet  Gent,  to  be  fent  from  his  Ma1  and  to  have  a  Councill 
chofe  out  of  the  Magiftrates  of  all  the  Colonyes  &  provinces 
in  all  not  confiding  above  25  :  to  be  like  the  houfe  of  Lords 
to  heare  all  appeals  from  inferior  Courts  &  to  affigne  places 
&  perfons  to  try  caufes  arifing  betwixt  Colony  &  Colony  & 
inhabitants  of  different  Colonyes.  I  believe  a  Gen*  Govr 
would  be  very  gratefull  to  all  fober  perfons  and  in  regard 
they  are  extended  a  great  diftance  upon  the  fea  &  fo  cannot 
without  great  trouble  repaire  to  Bofton  the  cheife  refidence, 
twere  very  neceflary  That  two  Deputy  Govrs  were  appointed 
&  the  plantation  devided  as  the  two  Ridings  in  Yorkfhire. 
I  am  now  entering  upon  my  forth  voyage  for  New  Engd 

where 


208 


Memoir  of 


where  in  all  my  tranfa<5fions  I  have  plainely  demonftrated 
that  I  have  cheifly  aimed  at  his  Mats  fervice  having  omitted 
all  advantages  &  propofalls  to  gratify  my  private  affaires. 
I  am  now  out  of  purfe  above  300/  in  profecuting  feizures 
made  &  followed  with  great  hazard  &  charge  and  altho  I 
have  to  this  day  received  nothing  towards  it  but  my  travel¬ 
ling  charges  which  every  Gent,  paffes  in  his  Stewards  or 
other  fervants  account,  yet  I  have  fuppref’d  everything  relat¬ 
ing  to  myfelf  in  hopes  at  laft  to  find  a  juft  reward  of  all 
my  undertakings.  I  have  now  4  daughters  living.  It  may 
pleafe  God  fo  to  order  it  that  I  may  by  fea  or  other  accident 
be  taken  away.  Twould  be  but  juftice  that  my  commiffion 
might  be  managed  by  my  brother  who  now  goes  over  with 
me  &  that  my  children  hereby  might*  receive  the  benefit 
of  it,  befides  I  have  difcovered  a  tradl  of  land  granted  to  & 
a  long  tyme  in  ye  poffeffion  of  Hugh  Peters,  fince  difpofed 
of  by  his  Agent:  Tis  worth  2  or  3  hundred  pounds.  Tis 
forfeited  by  his  treafon  to  the  king  &  the  grant  of  it  would 
be  a  kindnefs  to  my  children.  The  dayly  objects  of  pitty  I 
meet  with  at  Court  of  fuch  whofe  relations  have  fpent  in  his 
Ma*  fervice  their  lives  &  fortunes  obliges  me  for  my  chil¬ 
dren’s  fake  to  engage  my  freinds  in  their  behalf  in  cafe  of 
any  accident  befalling  me.  I  therefore  humbly  reprefent 
fuch  a  condition  to  ye  care  of  my  few  freinds  in  which  num¬ 
ber  I  have  alwayes  reafon  to  reckon  you,  but  God  fend  me 
well  home.  I  intend  to  waite  upon  you  at  Kings  Wefton 
to  make  my  fincere  acknowledgmts  for  all  your  exceeding 

favors  to  me.”  365  ., 

While 

365  Collettion  of  Sir  Tho7nas  Phil-  collection  is  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  T. 
lipps,Bart.  19  Augult,  1683, pojl.  The  FitzRoy  Fenwick,  Efqr.  of  Thirleftaine 

Houfe, 


Edward  Randolph.  209 

While  Randolph  was  croffmg  the  Atlantic,  failing  proba¬ 
bly  fome  time  in  September,306  as  he  arrived  in  Bofton  on 
October  the  26th,  the  King  entered  up  judgment  againft  the 
city  of  London,  removing  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pemberton 
from  office,  who  was  confidered  an  upright  and  learned 
judge,  and  promoting  Jeffries.367  The  Tory  party  was 
everywhere  dominant  368  except  in  New  England.  Having 

reached 


Houfe,  Cheltenham.  A  portion  of  the 
letter  of  19  Auguft,  1683,  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  M a jfach u Jetts  Hijiorical 
Society  Proceedings  of  November,  1880, 
but  the  other  letters  of  the  collection 
have  not  been  printed  before,  except  in 
the  form  of  very  fhort  abftraCts.  In  the 
letter  of  Auguft  19  Randolph  promiles 
to  make  a  collection  of  New  England 
rarities  for  Sir  Robert,  and  that  he 
will  afk  Mr.  Cranfield  and  Mr.  Mafon 
to  do  the  fame. 

366  M affach  ufetts  Hijiorical  Society 
Collections,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  91. 
Letter  of  William  Blathwayt  to  Thomas 
Hinckley:  “Whitehall  the  27.  Sept. 
1683.  I  intended  to  put  this  letter  into 
your  hands  by  the  conveyance  of  Mr 
Randolph  who  went  lately  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  with  his  Majefty’s  writ  of  quo 
warranto  againft  the  colony  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  Bay.  I  have  taken  particular 
notice  of  your  defires  for  the  paffing  of 
a  new  patent  for  the  colony  of  New 
Plymouth.  But  I  muft  deal  plainly 
with  you,  that  it  is  not  probable  any 
thing  will  be  determined  in  that  behalf 
until  his  Majefty  do  fee  an  iffiie  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  relation  to  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  Colony ;  and  that  upon  regulating 
their  charter,  that  Colony  be  brought 
under  fuch  an  a6tual  dependence  upon 
the  Crown  as  becomes  his  Majefty’s 
good  Subjects.  It  will  be  convenient 
that  you  fully  inftruCt  Mr.  Randolph 
vol.  I.  —  27 


with  all  particulars  of  your  bufinefs, 
that  upon  his  return  to  England,  which 
will  be  in  few  weeks  after  his  arrival  in 
your  parts,  we  may  join  our  endeavors 
in  behalf  of  your  colony.” 

867  Diary  of  John  Evelyn ,  4  Octo¬ 
ber,  1683.  “  I  went  to  London,  on  re¬ 

ceiving  a  note  from  the  Counteffe  of 
Arlington,  of  fome  considerable  charge 
or  advantage  I  might  obtaine  by  ap¬ 
plying  myfelfe  to  his  Maty  on  this 
fignal  conjuncture  of  his  Majefty  en¬ 
tering  up  judgment  againft  the  City 
charter  ;  the  propofal  made  me  I  wholly 
declin’d,  not  being  well  Satisfied  with 
theSe  violent  tranSaCtions,  and  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  Sorry  that  his  Maty  was  So  often  put 
upon  things  of  this  nature  againft  So 
great  a  Citty,  the  confequence  whereoff 
may  be  fo  much  to  his  prejudice.” 

868  Hijlory  of  England ,  by  T.  B. 
Macaulay,  ed.  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  21 1. 
“  Borough  after  borough  was  compelled 
to  Surrender  its  privileges ;  and  new 
charters  were  granted  which  gave  the 
aScendency  everywhere  to  the  Tories. 
Meanwhile,  the  pulpits  reSounded  with 
harangues  againft  the  fin  of  rebellion. 
The  treatifes  in  which  Filmer  main¬ 
tained  that  hereditary  deSpotiSm  was  the 
form  of  government  ordained  by  God, 
and  that  limited  monarchy  was  a  perni¬ 
cious  abfurdity,  had  recently  appeared, 
and  had  been  favorably  received  by  a 
large  Section  of  the  Tory  party.  The 

Univerfity 
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reached  Bolton  four  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  Agents, 
Randolph  found  that  the  news  of  the  ifluing  of  the  Quo  War¬ 
ranto  had  preceded  him,  and  that  the  General  Court  had 
adjourned  the  very  day  he  landed.  However,  the  next  day, 
the  27th,  he  delivered  to  the  Governor  a  copy  of  the  Quo 
Warranto  and  the  King’s  Declaration,  whereupon  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  was  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  7th  of  November. 
He  reported  that  “  Mr  Dudley  one  of  their  late  Agents  with 
ye  Govr  &  major  part  of  the  Magiftrates,  nine  of  ye  houfe  of 
Deputies  &  as  many  of  their  minifters  were  for  an  intire 
fubmiffion  to  the  propofalls  made  them  in  his  Maties  Declara¬ 
tion.  But  Danforth  with  Mr  Richards  the  other  Agent 
having  made  a  ftrong  party  in  ye  houfe  of  Deputyes  would 
not  affent  but  trifle  away  the  tyme.”3G9  Expecting  to  re¬ 
main  a  fhort  time  only  before  returning  to  England,  he 
wrote  Governor  Hinckley  of  Plymouth,  evidently  in  great 
hafte,  alking  him  to  appoint  a  time  for  his  coming  to  Bofton, 
as,  “  I  mult  have  2  hours  difcourfe  with  you.  By  the  enclofed 
papers  you  will  fee  what  tranfablions  have  been  in  England, 
&  how  far  his  maty  is  refolved  to  deal  with  this  Colony.  It 
therefore  Hands  you  in  hand  to  be  very  carefull  to  improve 
the  prefent  opportunity;  for,  be  confident,  what  regulation 

is 

Univerfity  of  Oxford,  on  the  very  day  Hutchinfon  in  a  note  on  p.  338  of 
on  which  Ruffell  was  put  to  death,  Vol.  I.  2d  edition  of  his  Hijlory  of  Maf- 
adopted  by  a  folemn  public  adt  thefe  fachufetts  Bay ,  fays :  “  The  next  day 
ftrange  dodtrines,  and  ordered  the  polit-  after  Randolph  arrived,  a  terrible  fire 
ical  works  of  Buchanan,  Milton,  and  happened  in  Bofton,  in  the  richeft  part 
Baxter  to  be  publicly  burned  in  the  of  the  town.  Some  of  the  people,  in  their 
court  of  the  Schools.”  rage  and  jealoufy,  fuppofed  the  town 

369  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  to  be  fet  on  fire  by  his  procurement.  I 
54(61).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  14  Feb-  find  this  infinuated  in  an  interleaved 
ruary,  1683-4,  pojl.  almanack,  and  other  manufcripts.” 
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is  made  here  will  pafle  through  all  New  England.  By  fome 
accident,  either  the  copy  of  your  Grant  Tent  over  by  Govr 
Winflow  is  miflaid,  or  quite  loft ;  for,  after  a  long  fearch  it 
could  not  be  found ;  fo  that  I  could  not  make  one  ftep 
about  it.  I  am  diredted  to  write  to  you  for  another  attefted 
copy  of  your  Grant  or  Grants ;  If  you  negledt  this  prefent 
opportunity,  you  may  be  concluded  without  any  hopes  of  a 
revocation.  My  day  here  will  be  not  above  3  weeks.  I 
fhall  day  in  England  4  or  5  months.  I  know  not  whether 
I  diall  have  tyme  to  go  to  Road  Idand,  where  I  am  very 
much  wanted  upon  feveral  accounts.  Excufe  my  had,  for, 
I  am  going  to  New  Hampfhire.” 370 

He  appears  to  have  lod  no  time  in  didributing  the  two 
hundred  copies  of  the  King’s  Declaration  committed  to  his 

care, 


870  Hinckley  Papers ,  Vol.  I.  p.  49, 
Manufcript  in  the  Bolton  Public  Library. 
Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  Thomas 
Hinckley,  29  OCtober,  1683,  pojl.  The 
King’s  Declaration  having  reached 
Plymouth  on  ill  of  November,  led  to 
an  addrefs  being  fent  from  the  Colony 
to  Charles  II.,  Hating  that  “through 
the  friendly  courtefy  of  Mr.  Randolph  ” 
the  Declaration  had  come  to  them  as 
well  as  the  news  that  “  God  Almighty 
was  gracioully  pleafed  (we  hope  in  re¬ 
turn  of  our  prayers,  as  other  your  ma- 
jelty’s  good  fubjeCis)  wonderfully  to 
deliver  your  facred  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment  from  that  late  horrid  and  treafon- 
able  confpiracy  [Rye  houfe  plot],  wee 
could  do  no  lefs  than,  in  confcience  of 
our  bounden  duty  and  in  harmony  there¬ 
with,  to  appoint  the  fifteenth  day  of  this 
inltant  November  to  be  kept  as  a  day 
of  folemn  thankfgiving  unto  God  for 
his  great  mercy  in  his  fignal  falvation 


of  your  majelty’s  royal  perfon  from  that 
and  all  other  hellilh  and  execrable  con- 
fpiracies  and  molt  wicked,  bloody  de- 
figns,  humbly  praying  that  as  we  firft 
broke  the  ice  and  encountered  the  dif- 
treffing  hazards  and  hardfhips  of  fetling 
the  firft  plantation  in  this  wafte  and 
then  uncultivated  wildernefs  we  may  be 
incorporated  into  a  body  politic  with 
fuch  privileges,  as  out  of  the  largenefs 
of  your  royal  bounty  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  grant  to  your  majefties  Colo¬ 
nies  here  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Ifland.”  See  Political  Annals,  by 
George  Chalmers,  p.  108. 

The  colony  of  Plymouth,  having  only 
a  title  to  land,  and  exercifing  the  right 
of  government  only  by  acquiefcence  of 
theEnglifh  authorities,  was  very  defirous 
of  obtaining  an  authorized  fanCtion  for 
their  aCtions.  This  faCt  made  the  colo- 
nifts  generally  cautious  in  their  dealings 
with  the  home  government. 
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care,  hoping  to  haften  a  fubmiffion  of  the  colony.371  He 
alfo  appeared  on  October  30th  before  the  Commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  King  “  to  examine  into  the  claims  and 
Titles  to  the  Narraganfet  Country,”  as  agent  for  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton,  who  laid  claim  to  a  portion  of  the  difputed  ter¬ 
ritory.  The  matter  was  not  decided  for  feveral  years.372 

The  General  Court  having  affembled  on  the  appointed 
day,  the  Governor  acquainted  the  members,  at  the  opening, 
“  that  fince  the  laft  fitting  of  this  Court  Edward  Randolph 

Efq,  arrived  &  had  prefented  him  wth  his  majties  Councils  adf, 
&  his  majt!es  declaration  &  proclamation  wth  the  quo  warranto 
y‘  was  iffued  out  ag*  the  Gounor  &  Company,”  which  were 
given  in  full.373  The  Declaration  was  dated  26  July,  and 

figned 


871  Randolph’s  Short  Narrative, pofl. 
“  I  arrived  in  New  England  ferved  ye 
Quo  Warranto,  publifhed  and  difperfed 
two  hundred  of  his  Majties  Declaracon.” 

872  Majfachufetts  Hijiorical  Society 
Collections,  Fifth  Series ,  Vol.  IX. 
p.  182.  The  cafe  of  Anne,  Duchefs  of 
Hamilton.  “  The  Great  Council  of 
Plimouth  granted,  22  April  1635,  to 
the  Marquis  (afterwards  Duke)  of 
Hamilton  that  part  of  New  England 
beginning  at  the  middle  or  mouth  of 
the  entrance  of  ConeCticott  River,  and 
from  thence  along  the  fea  coaft  to  the 
Narraganfet  River  or  harbor  there  to 
be  accounted  fixty  miles  in  length  and 
breadth.”  In  1683,  Cranfield,  Dudley, 
Stoughton,  Randolph  and  others  were 
appointed  Commiffioners  to  examine 
into  the  claims.  The  report  was  figned 
and  fealed  before  Randolph’s  return  to 
New  England.  He,  however,  induced 
them  to  make  a  fupplementary  report, 
“  being  empowered  by  the  Duke  and 
Duchefs  of  Hamilton  to  exhibit  their 
title  before  thofe  Commiffioners.”  For 


Charles  II. ’s  commiffion  to  Edward 
Cranfield  and  others,  fee  ibid.,  Fifth 
Series,  Vol.  V.  p.  232.  For  the  report 
fee  ibid.,  p.  235.  For  the  “anfwer 
to  Randolph’s  Reprefentation,”  dat¬ 
ing  that  the  Duke  had  no  claim,  fee 
ibid.,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  439.  In  1687  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  received  a  commiffion 
to  make  further  inquiry,  who  reported 
that  the  poffeffiors  had  no  legal  title,  and 
that  the  grants  to  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Ifland  people  were  obtained 
falfely.  In  1697  the  claim  was  again 
brought  forward  by  the  Earl  of  Arran. 
See  alfo  ibid.,V ol.  IX.  p.  114,  letter  of 
Secretary  Allyn  of  Connecticut  con¬ 
cerning  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  ;  fee  alfo  the  Ecclefi- 
a/lical  Hifiory  of  New  England,  by 
Jofeph  B.  Felt,  ed.  1862,  Vol.  II.  p.  404, 
for  the  petition  in  i664to  Charles  II.  of 
•the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  to 
have  their  lands  reftored  to  them,  and 
on  p.  409  for  the  anfwer  of  Connecticut 
denying  their  claim. 

873  Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 

p.  420. 
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figned  “  by  his  majeftjes  comand  &  c  Z.  Jenkins .”  The  Dec¬ 
laration  was  made  public  “by  being  polled  on  ye  Ex¬ 
change.”374  The  community  was  deeply  agitated  and  to  a 
certain  extent  divided  in  fentiment.  The  majority  of  magif- 
trates  was,  as  Randolph  had  reported,  in  favor  of  fubmiffion, 
but  the  deputies  were  firm  in  their  refufal  and  very  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  what  they  could  legally  to  defend  the  charter. 
The  clergy  expreffed  their  opinion  that  Maflachufetts  ought 
not  to  make  “  a  full  fubmiffion  and  entire  refignation  to  the 
pleafure  of  the  Court,  for  that  would  be  deflrublive  to  the 
interefls  of  religion  and  of  Chrift’s  Kingdom  in  the  colony, 
and  cannot  be  done  without  fin  and  a  great  offence  to  the 
majefty  of  heaven.  An  alteration  or  regulation  of  the  char¬ 
ter  will  be  as  deftrudlive  as  its  legal  condemnation.  The 
city  of  London  is  an  example  of  this.  In  fadl  all  thofe  cor¬ 
porations  in  England  which  have  fubmitted  to  the  king’s 
pleafure  have  gained  nothing  thereby  but  are  in  as  bad  a 
cafe  as  thofe  that  have  flood  a  fuit  at  law.  If  Maflachufetts 
fhould  maintain  a  fuit  and  lofe  it,  the  matter  could  Hill  be 
brought  to  Chancery  or  to  Parliament,  and  all  might  be 
recovered.  If  a  governor  is  to  be  appointed  by  royal  author¬ 
ity,  without  the  confent  of  the  people,  that  would  be  an 
efiential  alteration  and  deftrudlive  to  the  vitals  of  the  char¬ 
ter.  The  people  of  New  England  being  non-conformifls, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  their  religion  and  the 
Court’s  pleafure  will  confift  together,  and  how  if  popifh 
councils  fhould  influence  fo  far,  as  that  one  regulation  mufl 

be 

p.  420.  Alfo  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  374  M ajfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 

Vol.  CVI.  p.  301.  p.  423. 
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be  conformity,  in  matters  of  worfhip,  with  the  eftablifhed 
church  government  in  England.  That  would  be  incurring 
the  high  dilpleafure  of  the  king  of  kings.  For  the  govern 
ment  of  the  Maffachufetts  now  to  adt  contrary  unto  the  way 
wherein  God  hath  ordered  our  worthy  predeceffors  ought 
not  to  be.  They  did  not  fubmit  in  1638  or  in  1664.  There¬ 
fore  their  fucceffors  fhould  walk  in  their  fteps  and  truft  in 
God.  A  relignation  will  bring  flavery.  It  is  argued  that 
we  ought  to  fubmit  becaufe  the  Jews  did  to  oriental  poten¬ 
tates,  but  he  fcarce  deferves  the  name  of  an  Englifhman 
that  fhall  thus  argue.  Becaufe,  thofe  monarchs  were  abfo- 
lute,  muft  Englifhmen,  who  are  under  a  limited  monarchy 
confent  to  be  in  that  mifery  and  flavery  which  the  captive 
Jews  were  in  ?  It  is  our  undoubted  duty  to  abide  by  what 
rights  and  privileges  the  Lord  our  God  in  his  merciful  prov¬ 
idence  hath  bellowed  on  us.  And  whatever  the  event 
may  be,  the  Lord  will  forbid  we  fhould  be  any  way  adtive  in 
parting  with  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  minifters  of 
God  in  New  England  have  more  of  the  fpirit  of  John  Baptift 
in  them,  than  now,  when  a  ftorm  hath  overtaken  them,  to  be 
reeds  fhaken  with  the  wind.  The  priefls  were  to  be  the  firft 
that  fet  their  feet  in  the  waters,  and  there  to  fland  till  the 
danger  was  paft.  Of  all  men  they  fhould  be  an  example  to 
the  Lord’s  people,  of  faith,  courage  and  conftancy.  The 
civil  liberties  of  the  people  of  New  England  are  part  of  the 
inheritance  of  their  fathers,  and  fhall  they  give  that  inherit¬ 
ance  away  ?  A  relignation  will  gratify  their  adverfaries 
and  grieve  their  friends  both  in  other  colonies  and  in  Eng¬ 
land  alfo,  whofe  eyes  are  now  upon  New  England,  expecting 
that  the  people  there  will  not,  through  fear  and  diffidence, 

give 
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give  a  pernicious  example  unto  others.  If  bleffed  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  Hooker,  Davenport,  Mather,  Shepard,  Mitchell  were 
now  living,  they  would  fay,  do  not  lin  in  giving  away  the 
inheritance  of  your  fathers.  Put  truft  in  God,  which  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  confidence  in  princes.  If  we  fuffer  becaufe  we 
dare  not  comply  with  the  wills  of  men  againft  the  will  of 
God,  we  will  fuffer  in  a  good  caufe.” 375 

The  deadlock  between  the  magiftrates  and  the  deputies 
was  complete.  The  difagreement  between  the  two  houfes 
could  not  be  healed.  All  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  magif 
trates  to  induce  the  deputies  to  confent  to  vote  for  fubmii- 
fion  were  ftubbornly  refilled.  Finally,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
power  of  attorney  fhould  be  fent  to  fome  one  in  England  to 
reprefent  the  colony.376  “  The  Court  fatte  dje  in  p  diem  on 

the 


375  Maffachufetts  Hijioricat  Society 
Collections,  Third  Series,  Vol.  I.  p.  74- 
Arguments  againft  relinquifhing  the 
charter.  Hutchinfon  fays  in  his  Hijlory, 
Vol.  I.  p.  337  :  “  The  opinions  of  many 
of  the  minifters,  and  their  arguments  in 
fupport  of  them  were  given  in  writing, 
and  in  general  it  was  thought  better  to 
die  by  the  hands  of  others  than  by  their 
own.” 

Their  fear  that  “  Popifh  Councels  ” 
might  prevail  in  England  feemed  at 
the  time  well  founded.  The  heir  to  the 
throne  was  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  The  King,  although 
head  of  the  Church  of  England,  was 
known  to  incline  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  although  it  was  not 
generally  known  that  he  had  become  a 
convert.  The  high  church  party  and 
the  extreme  Tories  then  in  power  looked 
more  favorably  on  the  Church  of  Rome 
than  on  the  churches  of  New  England. 
The  colonifts  felt,  therefore,  that  “to 


raife  a  bulwarke  againft  the  Kingdom  of 
Antichrift  which  the  Jefuits  labour  to 
rear  up  in  all  places  of  the  world,”  one 
of  the  objects  of  tranfporting  themfelves 
through  the  perils  of  the  fea  to  the  hard- 
fhips  of  a  wildernefs  would  be  defeated. 
See  Hutchinfon's  Collection  of  Papers , 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  I.  p.  29. 

376  See  M ajfachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  304-313,  for  the  refolutions, 
votes  and  melfages  fent  from  the  magif¬ 
trates  to  the  deputies,  and  from  the 
deputies  to  the  magiftrates,  between  12 
November  and  6  of  December.  Ran¬ 
dolph  had  counted  upon  fome  of  the 
deputies  voting  for  fubmiffion,  but  the 
records  fhow  that  their  vote  againft 
the  meafure  was  unanimous.  “  The  de- 
putyes  refolve  this  queftion  in  the  nega¬ 
tive  (nemine  contradicente).”  On  the 
queftion  of  empowering  an  agent  the  de¬ 
puties  were  finally  vidlorious.  The  mag¬ 
iftrates  wifhed  to  appoint  an  attorney  to 
appear,  fo  as  to  prevent  a  default  until 

fome 
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the  consideration  of  the  weighty  matters  y*  were  prefented 
before  them,”  377  and  on  the  5th  of  December  authority  was 
given  to  Robert  Humfreys  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
“  to  appeare,  make  anfwer,  and  defend  for  us,  and  in  our 
names,  to  a  certaine  writt  of  venire  facias,  iffued  out  of  his 


Majtjes Court  of  Kings  Bench 
the  27th  of  June  laft.378 

fome  form  of  fubmiffion  could  be  ob¬ 
tained,  but  the  deputies  were  fully  re- 
folved  that  he  lhould  have  power  to 
defend  the  fuit  at  law.  The  magiftrates 
faid  “  the  prefent  appearance  by  their 
atturney  is  not  to  maintayne  a  fuite 
with  his  Majty  but  only  to  fave  a  default 
&  contempt  untill  they  have  further  tryed 
to  give  his  Majty  a  more  full  fatisfac- 
tion.”  To  this  the  deputies  anfwered : 
“  The  deputyes  confent  not  but  adhere 
to  their  former  bills.”  The  magiftrates 
voted  that  “  an  humble  addrefs  be  fent 
to  his  Majty  by  this  fhip  declaring  that 
upon  a  ferious  confideration  of  his 
Majties  Gratious  Intimation  by  former 
Letters  and  more  particularly  in  his  late 
declaration  that  his  pleafure  &  purpofe 
is  onely  to  regulate  our  Charter  in  fuch 
manner  as  fhall  be  for  his  fervice  and 
the  good  of  this  his  colony  and  without 
any  other  alteration  than  what  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  his  Government 
here,  wee  will  not  prefume  to  contend 
with  his  Majefty  in  a  courfe  of  law,  but 
humbly  lay  ourfelves  at  his  Majties  feete 
in  a  fubmiffion  to  his  pleafure.”  To 
this  the  “deputyes  confent  not,  but  ad¬ 
here  to  their  former  Bills.” 

877  MaJTachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  423. 

378  See  M ajfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  308,  for  the  full  text  of  the  let¬ 
ter  of  attorney  to  Robert  Humfreys. 
The  power  of  attorney  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  letter  of  advice  from  which 
the  following  extracts  are  made  :  “  The 
aflurance  that  our  agents  have  at  all 


at  Weftminfter  beareing  tefte 

While 

times  given  us  of  your  ability  &  faith- 
fullnefs  made  us  refolve  to  give  you  the 
further  trouble  of  an  atturneyfhip  in  an 
unhappy  tryall  of  the  quo  warranto. 
Wee  take  not  this  courfe  in  law  of 
choice,  but  of  meere  neceffity,  to  fave  a 
default  &  outlawry  for  the  prefent. 
Gaine  what  time  may  be  had,  cunctando 
rejlituere  rem.  Wee  fhall  be  fenfible  of 
the  unacceptable  fervice  wee  doe  hereby 
impofe  upon  yow.  It  is  thought  necel- 
fary  that  there  be  a  plea  made  to  the 
jurifdi6tion  of  the  Court.  Whither  a 
charter,  &  priviledges  granted  thereby, 
being  exercifed  in  America,  can  be 
tryed  in  a  Court  in  England ;  or  by  what 
authority  the  fheriffs  of  London  Serve  a 
writt  on  perfons  who  never  were  inhabi¬ 
tants  there  ;  and  particular  perfons  are 
only  mentioned  in  the  writt,  whereas  wee 
are  to  fue  and  to  be  fued  by  the  name 
of  the  Gouernor  &  Company;  alfo,  the 
writt  was  not  ferved  on  the  perfons 
concerned  untill  the  time  of  appearance 
was  paft,  and  not  ferved  on  our  agents 
in  England,  nor  any  coppy  left  wth  them 
by  the  fecondary.  The  coppys  of  his 
Majtys  declaration  were  not  delivered  to 
us  by  M'  Edward  Randolph  till  Novem¬ 
ber  twenty  firft  ;  to  which  maybe  added 
a  reprefentation  that  our  predeceffors 
transported  themfelves  hither  fetled 
and  deffended  themfelves  at  their  owne 
cofts  and  charge,  many  of  them  leaving 
large  accomodations  in  England,  for  an 
uncertaine  fetlement  in  this  wildernefs, 
confidently  relying  on  the  fecurity  given 
them  by  our  charter.” 
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While  preparations  for  defending  the  charter  were  being 
made,  Randolph  paffed  part  of  the  time  in  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  affifting  Governor  Cranfield,  for  he  is  fpoken  of  in 
November  as  one  of  the  Council  for  that  province,379  in 
Maine,  and  part  of  the  time  in  Rhode  Ifland,  as  agent 
for  Thomas  Savage  and  others  in  profecuting  a  claim  for 
land  in  that  colony,  and  in  Plymouth,  diftributing  the 
King’s  Declarations  in  thofe  provinces  and  colonies.380 
Being  a  freeman  of  Plymouth,  chofen  undoubtedly  to  that 
pofition  for  the  purpofe  of  influencing  his  adlion,  Ran¬ 
dolph  had  promifed  to  aflifl:  in  obtaining  the  long  deflred 
charter  for  the  colony.  He  therefore  wrote,  on  November 
24*  a  fharp  letter  to  Governor  Hinckley  upon  hearing 
“that  the  Quakers  in  yr  Colony  are  whipped  and  fined  for 
not  marrying  according  to  your  law,  and  that  you  have 
countenanced  the  late  arbitrary  and  till  now  unheard  of 

proceedings 


379  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampjhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  15  Novem¬ 
ber,  1683.  Letter  from  Mr  Cranfield 
to  ye  Commtee  touching  Mr  Mafon’s  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Mr  Mafon  having  obtained 
judgment  againft  thirty  or  forty  of  the 
principal  land  holders  they  “  threatened 
to  kill  &deftroy  with  Gunpowder,  Scald¬ 
ing  water  &  red  hot  fpits  any  that  fhould 
endeavour  to  force  the  doores,  fo  the 
officers  were  forced  to  defift  from  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  law.  I  have  turned  out 
Capt.  Vaughan  from  being  of  the  Coun¬ 
fell  upon  his  indecent  carriage  & 
dangerous  words  fpoken  by  him  in 
whole  room  I  have  put  Mr  Randolph.” 

According  to  a  ftatement  made  on  29 
November,  1684,  by  Richard  Chamber- 
lain,  Secretary  of  the  Province,  Mr. 
Randolph  was  Attorney  General  of 
VOL.  I.  —  28 


New  Hampfhire  in  November,  1682. 
See  Provincial  Papers  of  New  Hamp¬ 
fhire,  Vol.  I.  p.  497. 

880  M affachu/etts  Archives ,  Vol.  II. 
p.  58.  P.ower  of  attorney  from  Thomas 
Savage  and  others  to  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph,  dated  in  Bolton  17  November, 
1683.  Conftituting  “  our  worthy  Friend 
Edward  Randolph  Efqre  our  true  &  law- 
full  attourney  to  fue  etc.  for  one  eigh¬ 
teenth  part  of  the  Land  or  Soyle  of 
Rhode  Ifland,”  an  inheritance  of 
Thomas  Savage,  deceafed  :  figned  by 
Thomas  Savage,  Ephraim  Savage, 
Perez  Savage  and  Ebenezer  Savage. 

See  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
54  (248),  for  his  journies  to  New  Hamp- 
ffiire,  Maine,  Rhode  Ifland  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  pojl. 
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proceedings  againft  Mr.  Saffin  by  imprifoning  him  with 
other  illegall  pradtices.381  What  will  the  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council  think  of  you  who  have  no  grant  or  power  to  govern 
(for  all  you  can  pretend  to  by  your  grant  from  the  Earl  of 
Warwick  is  onely  the  foyle  in  your  Colony,  and  noe  colour 
for  Gov4).  Send  me  a  full  narrative  of  the  matter  and  em¬ 
power  me  by  ye  Teal  of  the  Colony  to  appear  on  your 
behalf.”  382 

Before  failing,  Randolph  appointed  his  brother  Gyles 
Deputy  Collector,383  prepared  a  petition  for  Richard  Smith 
and  others  concerning  lands  in  the  Narraganfett  country,384 
and  wrote  to  Rev.  Increafe  Mather  on  the  13th  of  December, 
the  day  before  leaving,  in  regard  to  an  injured  compafs, 
which  evidently  required  repairing  in  England.385  He  car¬ 
ried  with  him  a  letter  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  from  the 
magiftrates,  giving  an  account  of  their  efforts  to  induce  a 
fubmiffion  to  the  King,  and  concluding  “  wee  fhall  Earneftly 

labour 


881  John  Saffin  had  been  imprifoned 
for  non-payment  of  what  he  confidered 
an  illegal  tax.  See  Plymouth  Colony 
Records ,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  116,  117. 

882  Hinckley  Papers ,  Vol.  I.  p.  51. 
Manufcript  in  Bolton  Public  Library. 
Letter  of  Randolph  to  Governor  Hinck¬ 
ley,  24  November,  1683,  poyi. 

Hinckley  wrote  to  Blathwayt  22  No¬ 
vember,  concerning  “  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  our  defires  in  the  bufinefs  of 
our  pattent,  that  it  may  be  prefented  to 
his  molt  gratious  majelty  by  you  &  Mr. 
Randolph.  We  lhall  not  fhow  ourfelves 
ungrateful  to  either  of  you  for  your  la¬ 
bor  of  love  therein.  I  hope  the  fmall 
gratuity  fent  to  you  through  Mr.  JelTon 
will  not  be  offenfive  either  to  you  or 
Mr.  Randolph  that  it  was  not  fent  by 


him.”  See  Majfachufetts  HiJlo7'ical 
Society  Colleflions,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol. 
L  p.  94- 

883  M ajfachujetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
LX  I.  p.  260.  Giles  Randolph’s  com- 
miffion,  26  November,  1683 ,poJl. 

384  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  II. 
p.  209.  Petition  of  Richard  Smith  and 
others  concerning  lands  in  the  Narra¬ 
ganfett  country,  10  December,  1683  [in 
the  handwriting  of  Randolph].  The 
petitioners  complained  that  an  illand 
belonging  rightfully  to  them  was  held 
forcibly  by  the  Rhode  Illanders. 

385  Mather  Papers ,  Vol.  V.  p.  50. 
Manufcript  in  Bolton  Public  Library. 
Letter  of  Randolph  to  Increafe  Mather, 
13  December,  1683,  pojl. 
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labour  to  give  the  people  a  better  Underftanding  before  the 
next  Ship  faile  from  hence  and  fhall  be  very  joyfull  to  give 
yor  honr  thereby  a  better  account  of  our  fuccefs  heerin.” 386 
While  Randolph  was  eroding  the  Atlantic  Cranfield  was  ex¬ 
erting  himfelf  in  New  Hampfhire  to  enforce  a  conformity  to 
the  Englifh  ecclefiaftical  laws,  although  ordered  to  allow 
liberty  of  confcience,  which  led  to  trouble,  and  made  more 
bitter  the  hoftile  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
and  of  Maffachufetts  againft  the  pretenfions  of  the  crown.387 

Rev. 


386  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
54  (56).  Magiftrates  of  New  Engd  to 
Jenkins,  concerning  Quo  Warr *?  7  Dec. 
1683,  endorfed  R.  21  ffeb.  8f  p  Ran¬ 
dolph  (who  came  at  y  time),  pojl. 

387  Provincial  Papers  ofNew  Hamp- 
fhire,  Vol.  I.  p.  439.  The  words  in 
Cranfield’s  commiffion  are,  “  liberty  of 
confcience  fhall  be  allowed  unto  all 
Proteftants.” 

Hijlory  ofNew  Hampfhire,  by  Jeremy 
Belknap  (Farmer),  p.  467-  “  Cran¬ 

field’s  order  for  the  adminiftration  of 
the  facraments  according  to  the  mode 
of  the  Church  of  England.  At  a  Coun¬ 
cil  held  at  Great  Ifland  10  December 
1683.  It  is  hereby  required  and  com¬ 
manded  that  all  and  Angular  the  refpedt- 
ive  minifters  within  this  province  for 
the  time  being  do  from  and  after  the  firft 
day  of  January  next  enfuing,  admit  all 
perfons  that  are  of  fuitable  years,  and 
not  vicious  and  fcandalous  in  their  lives, 
unto  the  bleffed  facrament  of  the  Lord’s 
fupper,  and  their  children  unto  baptifm. 
And  if  any  perfons  fhall  defire  to  receive 
the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  or 
their  children  to  be  baptized  according 
to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  that  it  be  done  accordingly  in 
purfuance  of  the  laws  of  the  realm  of 
England,  and  his  majefty’s  commands 


to  the  Maffachufetts  government.  And 
if  any  minifter  shall  refufe  fo  to  do, 
being  thereunto  duly  required,  he  fhall 
incur  the  penalty  of  the  ftatutes  in  that 
cafe  made  and  provided,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  freed  from  paying  any  duties 
to  the  faid  minifter.  The  aforefaid  or¬ 
der  was  publifhed.  R.  Chamberlain, 
clerk  council.”  Cranfield  had  written 
to  the  committee  on  October  19th. 
“  The  Colonies  will  oppofe  the  Royal 
government  till  their  charters  are  broke, 
and  the  College  at  Cambridge  utterly 
extirpated.  For  from  thence  thofe  half 
witted  philofophers  turne  either  Atheifls 
or  feditious  preachers.”  See  Rhode 
Ifland  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  III. 
p.  147. 

About  this  time  came  the  news  from 
Europe  which  John  Cotton  communi¬ 
cates  to  Thomas  Hinckley  in  a  letter  of 
December  27th.  “  Perfecutions  of  the 

diffenters  do  increafe  in  England  etc. 
to  a  marvellous  height ;  and  many  per¬ 
fons  of  all  ranks  are  forced  to  fly.  In 
Hungaria  there  is  the  moft  fignal  revolu¬ 
tion  which  this  laft  age  hath  brought 
forth.  The  malcontents  have  made 
moft  honourable  articles  with  the  Turks 
paying  them  in  money  a  certain  annual 
acknowledgment  ;  and  for  this,  to  com¬ 
mand  on  all  occafions  the  whole  Turkifh 

power 
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Rev.  Jofhua  Moodey  of  Portfmouth,  being  prominent,  was 
fummoned  by  the  Governor  to  adminifter  to  him  and  Mr. 
Mafon  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  Tapper  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  having  refufed  to  do  fo, 
was  profecuted  and  imprifoned.388  Being  deprived  of  his 
parifh,  he  became,  upon  his  liberation,  a  minifter  in  Bofton 
among  his  fympathizers,  who  feared  that  if  they  fhould  lofe 
the  fhelter  of  their  charter  they  would  fuffer  in  the  fame 
way  at  the  hands  of  a  royal  governor.389 

After  a  very  tempeffcuous  paffage,  during  which  the  fhip 
narrowly  efcaped  being  wrecked,  Randolph  arrived  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  on  February  14th,  and  fent  the  fame  day  a  hafty  letter 

to 


power  to  affift  them.  The  Jefuits  are  not 
only  banilhed  that  kingdom,  but  perpe¬ 
tually  exiled  from  all  the  Turkifh  domi¬ 
nions.  The  churches  have  the  liberty 
of  the  gofpel  again,  and  fo  have  the 
fchools.  The  fullering  Proteftants  re¬ 
turn  from  all  quarters  to  their  ancient 
pofleffions.  The  Turks  had  almoft  car¬ 
ried  Vienna,  when  an  army  of  Germany 
and  Polanders,  with  great  lofs  to  them- 
felves  forced  them  to  raife  their  fiege.” 
See  M affachufetts  Hijlorical Society  Col¬ 
lections ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  103. 

888  Hiflory  of  New  Hampfhire ,  by 
Jeremy  Belknap  (Farmer),  p.  106. 
Alfo  Provmcial  Papers  of  New  Hanip- 
Jhire,  Vol.  I.  pp.  482-486. 

Rev.  Jolhua  Moodey  or  Moody,  as  the 
name  is  fometimes  written,  was  born  in 
1633,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1653,  and 
died  in  1697. 

For  his  own  account  of  his  arreft  by 
the  Marlhal,  “one  Mathews  of  Bof¬ 
ton,  one  of  Randolph’s,”  and  his  im¬ 
prisonment,  fee  his  letter  to  Thomas 
Hinckley,  12  March,  1683-4,  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collections, 
Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V,  p.  116. 


889  Tranfcripts  of  New  Hampfhire 
Documents ,  by  J.  S.  Jennefs,  16  Janu¬ 
ary,  1683-4.  Cranfield  writes  to  the 
Committee,  “ ’t  is  my  humble  opinion 
that  it  will  be  abfolutely  necelfary  to  ad¬ 
mit  no  perfon  into  any  place  of  Truft  but 
fuch  as  take  ye  Sacrament  &  are  con¬ 
formable  to  the  Rites  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Their  college  mull;  be  fup- 
preft  and  their  minifters  lilenced,  for 
they  are  not  only  Enimies  to  his  Majty 
&  Government,  but  Chrift  himfelf,  for 
of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
being  about  ffour  Thoufand  in  number, 
not  above  Three  Hundred  chrillned  by 
reafon  of  their  Parents  not  being  Mem¬ 
bers  of  their  church.” 

In  the  Provincial  Papers  of  New 
Hampfhire ,  Vol.  I.  p.  478,  there  is  a  de- 
polition  of  Thomas  Thurfton,  dated 
18  February,  1683-4,  Randolph’s  de¬ 
puty,  to  the  effedt  that  while  difcharg- 
ing  his  duty  he  was  llruck  feveral  times 
by  William  Vaughan,  who  faid  he 
would  treat  Randolph  in  the  fame  way, 
if  he  were  there,  and  that  Randolph 
was  as  bad  as  any  of  them. 
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to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  concerning  his  ferving  the  quo  war¬ 
ranto.  “  I  tooke  fhipping  at  Bofton  ye  14th  of  December  in 
hopes  to  arrive  in  Engd  tyme  enough  for  Mr  Atturney  Gen11 
to  gett  Judgm1  entred  againft  their  charter  but  I  have  been 
prevented  by  a  tedious  &  very  dangerous  paffage  &  our  Ship 
by  the  continuall  flormes  made  a  meer  wreck.  I  have  either 
loft  or  damaged  all  my  Goods  &  neceffaryes,  and  am  much 
indifpofed  in  body,  which  occaftons  this  rough  &  hafty  dif- 
courfe.”  390  This  was  followed  by  a  report  to  the  King  of  his 
delivery  of  the  quo  warranto,  giving  a  full  account  of  his 
proceedings  and  the  adtion  of  the  General  Court  and  ftating 
that  “  about  the  time  of  my  Leaving  Bofton,  after  Seaven 
weekes  Stay  I  left  the  Body  of  the  People  very  much  dif- 
contented  Refufing  to  pay  the  Rates  which  were  laid  by  the 
laft  Generali  Court  and  Ordered  out  of  hand  to  be  Col- 
ledled.  I  humbly  befeech  yor  Maty  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury  may  be  directed  to  fupply  mee  with  money  to  pay 
for  the  paffages  of  two  witneffes  brought  with  me,  and  alfo 
to  defray  the  neceffary  difburfements,  which  will  arife  upon 
the  effedfuall  foliciting  and  Profecuting  the  Quo  Ward0.”391 
Not  having  fucceeded  in  making  a  return  of  the  ferving  of 
the  quo  warranto  within  the  prefcribed  time,  Randolph  on 

4th 

390  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  54  891  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle 

(61).  Randolph  to  Jenkins,  Plymouth,  54  (273).  To  the  Kings  most  Excel- 
ffeb.  14,  1688-4,  Pojl.  lent  Ma*.  A  fhort  Narrative  touching 

In  his  Narrative  Randolph  fays :  the  delivery  of  the  Writt  of  Quo  War- 
“Decemr  14  I  embarked  myfelf  for  ranto.  29  Feb.  1683-4,  poji. 

England,  had  a  dangerous  voyage,  the  This  narrative  was  read  before  the 
veflel  wrecked  at  fea,  both  her  tides  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in 
carried  away  in  a  ftorm,  and  my  goods  the  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall  on 
loft.  Feby  14.  I  arrived  at  Plymouth  11  March,  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  En - 
and  was  commanded  to  attend  and  try  Book  107,  p.  268. 
profecute  ye  Bofton  charter.”  Poji . 
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4th  of  March  “attended  Mr  Atturney  Getf1-  with  divers  Arti¬ 
cles  of  high  Mifdemeanours  againft  the  faid  Gom‘ ;  in  order 
to  prepare  an  Information  to  be  brought  in  againft  them  the 
beginning  of  next  tearm,  and  prayed  that  a  prefent  fupply  of 
money  bee  iffued  out  of  ye  Treafury  to  defray  the  Charges  in 
order  to  obtaine  a  fpeedy  &  effecftuall  end  of  this  matter  fup- 
ported  onely  by  delayes  &  Evaftons.”  392  It  was  probably 
about  this  time  that  he  petitioned  the  King  to  reimburfe 
him  for  his  Ioffes  at  Tea  amounting  to  £260.  If  he  does 
not  receive  that  fum  “  yr  petnr  is  near  undone.”  393  He  alfo 
begged  that  he  might  profecute  his  appeals  from  the  Maffa- 
chufetts  courts  to  the  King  in  council  and  the  colony  “  bee 
diredted  to  anfwer  the  fame,”  and  that  an  examination  be 
ordered  “of  the  annexed  articles  ag*  Danforth  for  having 
openly  refifted  your  Majties  authority  and  feduced  yourMajties 
fubjedts  from  their  due  allegiance  to  the  end  that  if  hee 
appeare  guilty  hee  may  receive  the  markes  of  your  Majties 
difpleafure  and  bee  at  leaft  removed  from  fuch  publick 
offices  of  truft  wch  hee  hath  long  exercifed  in  that  Govern¬ 
ment  to  your  Majties  great  differvice.” 394 

Not  only  was  Randolph  determined  to  drive  Mr.  Danforth 
out  of  office,  which  he  conceived  would  break  the  political 
oppofftion  to  the  King’s  commands,  but  alfo  to  attack  the 
ftronghold  of  the  New  England  clergy.  Feeling  with  Cran- 
field  that  Harvard  College  was  the  nurfery  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional 


892  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  894  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
54  (242).  From  Randolph  for  fupply  CVI.  p.  310.  Petition  of  Edward  Ran- 
of  money,  4  March,  1683-4,  poft.  dolph  to  the  King,poJl. 

898  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 

CVI.  p.  311  ,pofl. 
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tional  miniflers  he  urged  that  Thomas  Graves,  formerly  a 
tutor  and  fellow  of  the  college,  difmiffed,  as  Randolph  re¬ 
ports,  for  adhering  to  the  Church  of  England,  fhould  be 
reftored  to  his  portions  by  a  mandamus.395  Such  a  courfe 
had  been  taken,  at  the  restoration,  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
and  was  taken  afterwards  by  James  II.  in  the  interefl  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  “  Butt  above  all  its  very  neceffary 
that  his  Majties  fubjedts  fhould  not  be  debarred  the  ufe  of 
the  facraments,  which  onely  will  be  fupplyed  by  fending 
over  difcreet  gentlemen  who  will  find  encourag4  from  many 
by  Baptizing,  Marriing  &  Burialls  &c.  &c.  Butt  that  they 
may  not  depend  upon  uncertaintyes  its  to  be  defired  that 
his  Majtie  in  Councill  would  order  a  furvey  of  the  money 
gathered  in  ye  yeare  1642  :  by  a  Patent  &  now  managed  by 
the  Honble  Mr  Boyle,  Lord  Anglicys  [Anglefey]  &c.  which 
did  before  the  fire  in  London  amount  to  yearly  nigh  1000^ 
per  annum  but  fince  to  500  or  600  £.  This  is  called  the 
flock  for  Evangelizing  Indians.  But  in  truth  the  money  is 
bellowed  upon  fome  in  ye  Magiflracy  &  others  in  ye  miniflry, 
rather  as  penfion  then  any  other  publick  good  works  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  that  charge,  Chriflians  becoming  heathens, 

whilfl 


895  New  England  Hijlorical  and 
Genealogical  Regijler ,  Vol.  XXVII. 
p.  157.  A  fhort  account  of  prefent  Hate 
of  New  England,  by  Edward  Randolph, 
pojl. 

Thomas  Graves,  born  in  Charleftown 
1638,  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
1656,  in  the  fame  clafs  as  the  Rev.  In¬ 
crease  Mather,  tutor  and  fellow  1666  to 
1671,  according  to  the  College  cata¬ 
logue,  but  tutor  or  fellow  according  to 
Sibley,  deputy  from  Charleftown  in 


1676  and  1678,  Judge  of  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Pleas  under  Andros,  and  im- 
prifoned  at  the  riling  againft  Andros, 
died  in  1697.  Sewall  fpeaks  of  him  as 
“a  Godly  Learned  man,  a  good  Tutor 
&  a  folid  preacher.  His  obftinate  ad¬ 
herence  to  fome  fuperftitious  conceipts 
of  ye  Comon  Prayer  Book  bred  himfelf 
&  others  a  great  deal  of  trouble.”  See 
Harvard  Graduates ,  by  John  Langdon 
Sibley,  Vol.  I.  p.  481. 
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whilft  endeavours  are  pretended  to  convert  ye  Infidels.  Its 
therefore  for  rectifying  To  notorious  an  errour  humbly 
pray’d  that  ye  Lord  Anglycy  &c.  doe  approve  of  &  allow  two 
able  Gentlemen  at  leaft,  recommended  by  my  Lord  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  be  fent  over  &  have  ioo£  a  yeare  paid  out  of  that 
fiock.  If  it  be  directed  from  his  Majtie  in  Councill  that  none 
fhall  pay  by  rate  or  otherwife  to  their  Minifters  who  will  not 
at  leaft  baptize  their  children,  It  will  bring  many  about  in 
remote  places  where  their  maintenance  doth  yearly  arife  by 
rate  or  compofition.  As  to  reducing  the  Bofton  Gent?  to 
his  Majtles  obedience,  a  writt  of  Quo  Warrt0  brought  over 
agst  them  by  ye  Atturney  Gen1  will  foon  bring  them  all  to  a 
full  Complyants  ;  if  that  will  not  doe  his  Majties  declaring 
them  to  be  out  of  his  protection  will  bring  them  in  with  a 
witnefs.”  He  then  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  in  order  to  divert  the  money  given  for  convert¬ 
ing  the  Indians  to  the  fupport  of  minifters  of  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  fettled  in  Maffachufetts,  faying  that  in  1643 
a  patent  was  granted  to  “ye  Ld  Warwick  and  other  factious 
Lords  as  alfo  to  Hugh  Peters  Oliver  Cromwell  &  other 
feditious  Commoners  with  power  to  colleCt  money  all  over 
England.  Great  fums  of  money  were  collected  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  ye  cuftody  of  Rigid  Independent  Minifters.  Now 
inftead  of  fending  money  to  N.  Engld  they  draw  money 
yearely  from  thence,  where  ’tis  faid  they  have  above  20oo£ 
at  intereft.  I  could  never  inform  myfelf  of  any  account  that 
has  been  given  of  this  money.  Ld  Chancellor  Nottingham 
intended  it,  but  was  prevented.  I  was  ordered  to  attend 
his  Lordsp  but  was  hindered  by  a  fuddaine  voyage  to  N. 
Engd.  It  is  humbly  propofed  that  a  commiffion  be  directed 

to 
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to  examine  &  infpedt  ye  flock  &  revenue  here  in  England, 
that  they  may  be  informed  how  ye  money  drawn  from  New 
England  is  employed  here  at  home,  and  to  infpedl  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Truftees  in  New  England.”  He  then  fubmits 
a  lift  of  gentlemen  living  in  Bofton  who  could  adt  on  the 
“  commiffion  of  enquiry  ”  in  Maffachufetts,  and  adding  “  if 
the  A  <51  for  charitable  ufes  may  extend  to  New  England  tis 
here  fitt  they  were  likewife  impofed  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  foundation  of  Haverard  Colledg  in  Cambridg 
New  England  and  to  call  to  account  Mr  Thomas  Danforth 
now  or  lately  Treafurer  of  that  Colledge  and  other  preced¬ 
ing  Treafurers  and  Truftees  for  that  Colledge.”  396  In  the 
meantime  he  had  not  forgotten  his  promife  to  Governor 
Hinckley,  and  had  prefented  the  addrefs  praying  that  a 
charter  be  granted  to  Plymouth  colony,397  but  the  defire  of 
that  colony  was  never  to  be  fulfilled,  and  it  feems  probable 
that  there  never  was  any  intention  of  gratifying  it. 

While  Randolph  was  croffing  the  ocean  and  making 

preparations 


396  j\/ew  England  Hijlorical  and 
Genealogical  Regijler ,  Vol.  XXXVII. 
p.  1 56.  Edward  Randolph  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  26  March,  1684, 
pofl. 

897  Hinckley  Papers  in  Bojlon  Public 
Library.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Thomas 
Hinckley,  from  Whitehall,  4  March, 
1683-4,  pojl. 

Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Col- 
lettions ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  123. 
Letter  of  Thomas  Hinckley  to  William 
Blathwayt.  “New  Plymouth  in  N.  E. 
16  March  1683-4.  Sir,  I  am  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  that  fince  Mr.  Randolph’s 
departure  for  England,  by  whofe  hand 
I  fent  you  a  letter  and  enclofed  there¬ 
with  our  humble  addrefs  and  petition  to 
vol.  1. —  29 


his  majefty,  renewed,  with  a  copy  of 
our  old  patent  (underftanding  by  Mr 
Randolph  that  the  former  copy  fent  was 
miflaid)  I  received  your  loving  letter  of 
the  27th  of  September  1683,  and  return 
you  hearty  thanks  for  the  alTurance  you 
give  us  of  your  readinefs  to  promote  our 
intereft  and  welfare  in  defpatch  of  the 
concerns  of  our  patent  (who  were  al- 
moft  ready  to  defpond).  Hoping  to 
find  grace  in  his  [King’s]  fight,  efpecially 
as  to  the  aflurance  of  the  continuation 
of  our  religious  liberties,  not  that  we 
would  infringe  the  liberties  of  others  of 
orthodox  principles,  much  lefs  of  fuch 
as  defire  to  walk  in  the  exercife  of  their 
religion  according  to  the  way  of  the 
Church  of  England. 
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preparations  for  another  attack  on  the  Charter,  a  ftirring 
event  had  taken  place  in  Bofton,  which  had  great  influence 
throughout  Maffachufetts  and  the  neighboring  colonies.  At 
a  town  meeting  where  a  fubmiflion  to  the  pleafure  of  the 
King  was  difcuffed,  “  Nowell  flood  up  and  declared,  that  thofe 
which  were  free  to  deliver  up  their  Chart"  and  Right  to  the 
Countrey  fliould  hold  up  their  hands,  not  one  man  held  up 
his  hand,  wch  caufed  one  of  the  freemen  to  hold  up  both 
hands,  and  with  Larg  acclamations  cryed  out,  the  Lord  bee 
prayfed.  Mather  flands  up  and  exhorts  the  people  telling 
them  how  their  forefathers  did  purchafe  it,  and  would  they 
deliver  it  up,  even  as  Ahab  required  Naboth’s  Vineyard : 
oh,  their  Children  would  be  bound  to  curfe  them.” 398 

The 

898  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  54  he  made  a  fhort  fpeech  in  the  Town 
(254).  Abftradt  of  a  Letter  fent  to  mee  Houfe,  and  This  was  it,  as  I  find  in  his 
March  ye  14,  1683  from  Bofton  in  New  own  Copy  of  it.  ‘As  the  queftion  is 
England,  rec’d3o  May  1684  poji.  This  now  Stated,  whether  you  will  make  a 
letter  gives  the  date  of  the  town  meet-  full  Submijfion  and  entire  Refgnation 
ing  as  Jan.  21.  Cotton  Mather  fays  in  of  your  Charter  and  the  Priviledges  of 
his  Parentator ,  Memories  of  Remark-  it  unto  his  Majefies  Pleafure ,  I  verily 
ables  in  the  life  and  death  of  the  ever  Believe  We  fhall  Sin  againft  the  God  of 
memorable  Dr.  Increafe  Mather ,  1724,  Heaven  if  we  vote  an  affirmative  unto 
p.  90,  that  when  “  The  Queftion  was  it.  The  Scripture  teacheth  us  other- 
offered  to  Mr  Mather  whether  the  wife.  We  know  what  Jephthah  faid, 
country  could  without  a  plain  Trefpafs  That  which  the  Lord  our  God  has  given 
againft  Heaven  do  what  was  Demanded  us,  Jhall  we  not pojfefs  it  ?  And  though 
of  them  ;  and  in  his  Elaborate  Anfwer  Naboth  ran  a  great  Hazard  by  the  Re- 
to  it  Demonftrated,  that  they  would  a6t  fufal,  yet  he  faid  God  forbid  that  I 
neither  the  part  of  Good  Chriftians ,  nor  fhould give  away  the  Inheritance  of  my 
of  True  Englijhmen  if  by  any  A6t  of  Fathers.  Nor  would  it  be  Wifdom 
theirs  they  fliould  be  acceffary  to  the  for  us  to  Comply.  We  know,  David 
Plot  then  manageing  to  produce  a  Gene-  made  a  Wife  Choice,  when  he  chofe  to 
ral  Shipwreck  of  Liberties.  When  the  fall  into  the  Hands  of  God  rather  than 
Freemen  of  Bojlon  met  on  Jan.  23,  that  into  the  Hands  of  Men.  If  we  make  a 
they  might  give  Inftrucfions  to  their  full  Submijfion  and  e?itire  Refgnation 
Deputies  for  the  General  Court,  and  to  Pleafure,  we  fhall  fall  into  the  Hands 
the  Deputies  with  others  defired  him  to  of  Men  Immediately.  But  if  we  do  it 
be  prefent  and  give  them  his  Thoughts  not,  we  fhall  keep  ourfelves  with  his 
on  the  Cafe  of  Confcience  before  them,  Providence  :  and  who  knows  what  God 

may 
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The  letter  which  gave  an  account  of  the  meeting  fpoke 
alfo  of  a  report  that  the  fortifications  in  Bofton  harbor  were 
to  be  put  in  order,399  that  all  the  magiftrates,  who  favoured 
fubmiffion  to  the  Crown,  were  to  be  turned  out  of  office  at 
the  next  election,  “  and  its  thought  they  defigne  to  opofe 
any  power  from  the  King.”  It  being  very  important  that 
the  forts  in  the  colony  fhould  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  favoring  the  royal  policy  Randolph  petitioned  that  the 
King  “  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  commiffions  to 
Such  loyall  &  able  Gen’t  inhabiting  that  Country  to  have 
the  command  &  charge  of  the  fd  fforts  &  Caftle  and  alfo  to 
receive  inftrudtions  for  preventing  irregular  trade.” 400 

Evidently  feeling  allured  that  the  fuit  againfi;  the  colony 
would  foon  be  ended  he  prefented  a  petition,  on  April  9th, 
to  the  Committee  afking  that  in  addition  to  his  other 
charges  he  might  be  allowed  the  fum  of  £12.  “for  my 
charges  and  pTent  Expenfes  till  the  Tryall  upon  the  Quo 
Warranto  be  determined.” 401  In  this  expedlation  he  was 
difappointed,  for  the  new  writ  iffued  on  April  16th  was 
found  to  be  defective  in  form,  caufing  a  delay.  The  matter 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Attorney  General  Sawyer,  who 

gave 

* 

may  do  for  us?’  The  Queftion  was  CVI.  p.  311.  Petition  of  Edward  Ran- 
upon  the  Vote  carried  in  the  negative  dolph  to  the  King,  pojl. 
nemine  contradicente  and  this  A6t  of  401  State  Papers ,  Colonial ',  Bundle  54 
Bofton  had  a  great  Influence  upon  all  (248.)  To  the  R‘.  Honble  ye  Lds  of  ye 
the  Country.”  Comittee  for  Trade  &  forraign  Planta- 

399  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  tions.  9  April,  1684,  pojl.  On  July 

p.418.  10  October,  1683.  Committee  19th  he  was  granted  ^50.  See  Moneys 

appointed  to  overfee  the  repairs  to  the  received  and  paid  for  Secret  Services, 
caftle.  p.467.  28  January,  1684-5.  Camden  Society,  pojl. 

Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  For  Mr.  Randolph’s  affidavit  about 
accounts  in  regard  to  the  caftle.  ferving  the  Quo  Warranto,  fee  State 

400  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  54(203), pojl. 
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gave  his  opinion  on  May  13th  that  “  upon  Advice  with  the 
Kings  Councill  I  conceive  the  belt  way  to  reach  them  will 
bee  by  a  Scire  facias  againft  the  Company  to  repeale  the 
patent  and  upon  a  nihil  returned  by  the  fherife  of  London, 
afecond  fpeciall  writ  beediredted  to  Mr.  Randall  [Randolph] 
or  fome  other  perfon  who  lhall  give  them  notice  in  time  before 
the  returne  of  the  writ  who  may  make  returne  thereof.” 402 

Before  the  news  reached  Bofton  that  a  fuit  was  to  be 
brought  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  inflead  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  the  magiftrates  had  written  to  their  attorney,  “Wee 
hope  you  will  ufe  your  endeavour  to  fpinn  out  the  cafe  to  the 
uttermofh  We  queftion  not  but  the  council  which  you  re- 
teyne  will  confult  my  lord  Cooke  his  fowerth  part  about  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  &  of  Guernfey,  Jerfey  and  Gafcoine,  while  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  Kings  of  England,  where  it  is  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  judges,  that  thefe,  being  extra  regnum,  can¬ 
not  be  adjudged  at  the  Kings  Bench,  nor  can  appeale  ly 
from  them.  Alfo,  if  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  an  appeale 
from  a  judgment  in  the  King’s  Bench,  by  a  writt  of  error 
to  the  Exchecquer  Chamber,  we  hope  you  will  endeavour 
for  us,  that  whatfoever  benefit  the  law  affords,  we  may,  by 
due  &  meet  applications,  be  partakers  of  the  fame.”403 

At  the  time  that  Randolph  expedfed  to  fail  fhortly  for 

Maffachufetts 


402  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 
54  (188).  Opinion  of  Mr  Attorny  Gral 
touching  the  Quo  Warranto  ag*  N: 
Engp  13  May  1684,  alfo  Randolph’s  let¬ 
ter  of  May  2,  pojt. 

The  Writ  of  Quo  Warranto  to  de¬ 
liver  up  the  charter  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  “there  to  be  cancelled,”  of 


the  16th.  of  April,  is  found  in  MaJJTa- 
chufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI,  p.  321. 

433  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.439.  Courts  Letter  to  Robert  Hum- 
freys,  10  May,  1684.  “Appeals  into 
England  are  not  referved  in  our  Char¬ 
ter.”  See  Winthroffs  New  England \ 
Vol.  II.  p.  246,  ed.  1853. 
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Maffachufetts  he  wrote  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell.  “  I  have 
been  full  of  diftra&ing  bufines  and  attendance  about  the 
profecuting  the  Quo  Warrt0  and  now  at  laft  we  have  difcov- 
ered  a  fundamentall  miftake  in  the  firft  ftep,  the  Clerk  hav¬ 
ing  directed  his  Writt  againft  the  perticular  perfons  in  ye 
Gom*  whereas  it  ought  to  be  brought  againft  the  Govr  & 
Company  etc :  This  night  I  am  to  give  Mr  Blathwait  an 
account  at  Winfor  &  beleive  I  muffc  be  engaged  to  make  the 
other  voyage  to  New  Engd  to  make  a  compleat  fervice.  I 
heare  2  fhips  are  going  for  N.  Engd  from  Briftol  &  if  I  have 
fpeedy  orders  to  be  gone  intend  to  gett  a  paffage  from  thence 
upon  one  of  them.”  404  A  few  days  later  he  wrote,  “  I  hope 
to  be  ready  in  a  fortnights  tyme  if  there  be  a  neceffity  of 
my  fayling  yet  once  againe  upon  ye  fame  errand.  We  heare 
that  Commiffion  of  Admiralty  is  expiring  &  to  revert  to  his 
Royall  Highnes  [Duke  of  York].  Dr.  Oates  arrefted  Sater- 
day  laft  at  ye  Dukes  fuite  (as  reported)  for  fcandalum  mag¬ 
nate.  I  humbly  thanke  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to 
Kings  Wefton  &  fend  to  Mr  Southwell  &  the  young  ladyes 
the  inclofed  to  ad  to  their  Colledtion  of  pidlures.”  m  Be¬ 
fore  he  wrote  again,  at  the  interval  of  four  days,  matters 
had  fo  fhaped  themfelves,  that  his  departure  was  to  be  poft- 
poned  for  fome  time:  “Such  hath  been  ye  variety  &  truely 
inconfultednefs  in  our  late  method  relating  to  ye  proceed¬ 
ings 

404  Collettion  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  brother  Bernard  having  a  poft  in  the 
lipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Plantation  office,  being  fully  qualified 
Southwell,  3  May,  1684,  pofl.  In  this  for  his  pofition,  having  travelled  exten- 
letter  he  fpeaks  of  fearching  by  re-  lively  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  Eaft, 
quell,  and  engaging  his  “  Univerfity  and  being  familiar  with  different  lan- 
acquaintance”  to  do  the  fame,  for  a  col-  guages. 

lege  man,  evidently  to  be  a  travelling  405  Ibid.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir 
tutor  to  Sir  Robert’s  fon,  and  alfo  of  his  Robert  Southwell,  13  May,  1684,  pofl. 
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ings  againft  the  Boffoners  Charter  That  till  Thirfday  lafl  I 
expedted  his  Maty  Commands  to  make  another  trip  to  New 
Engd  but  then  with  fome  difficulty  Mr  Blathwayt  convinced 
Mr  Atturney  (who  all  along  covered  the  overfight  or  rather 
neglebt  of  his  clerk),  of  the  former  errour,  &  now  by  his 
report  wee  are  fetled  in  another  way  &  I  hope  by  the  end 
of  next  term  to  gett  Judgrffi  entred  ag*  their  Charter,  un- 
leffe  prevented  by  fome  extraordinary  providence  (as  the 
Boffoners  hope  for)  for  I  find  every  one  concerned  that 
there  hath  been  fo  great  delayes  in  a  bufines  of  fuch  con¬ 
cern  to  his  Mat.  I  am  promifed  a  difpatch  of  all  our  N. 
Engd  affaires  in  2  months  tyme.  I  am  now  engaged  to  foli- 
cite  new  man  in  a  new  profecution.” 406 

The  rumor  that  the  colonifts,  not  intimidated  by  the  news 
from  England,  were  determined  to  eledf  only  magiftrates 
who  would  uphold  the  charter,  proved  to  be  corredf.  Among 
the  five  who  were  dropped  at  the  annual  eledtion  was  Jofeph 
Dudley.  He  was,  however,  eledfed  again  in  1685,  but 
dropped  a  fecond  time  in  1686.407  Another  addrefs  was 

fent 


408  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  17  May,  1684,  pojl.  His 
pafs  from  the  King  was  dated  24  May, 
State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  54 
(307),  pojl.  At  this  time  Governor 
Cranfield  wrote  from  New  Hampfhire 
to  the  committee  that  Mr.  Mather,  the 
minifter  of  the  North  Church  in  Bofton, 
had  made  “  an  infolent  fpeech,”  telling 
the  people  that  the  inheritance  God  had 
given  them  was  like  to  be  taken  away, 
that  another  minifter  near  Bofton  de¬ 
clared  that  Hugh  Peters  was  unlawfully 
put  to  death  and  died  a  martyr :  “  Such 


virulent  and  malicious  Speeches  of  the 
minifters  poyfon  the  Ignorant  people 
and  while  they  are  fuffered  to  preach 
no  true  Allegiance  will  be  found  in  thefe 
parts ;  itt  is  my  humble  opinion  that 
the  Church  of  England  be  eftablifhed 
and  thefe  filenced.”  Jennefs ’  Tran- 
fcripts,  14  May,  1684. 

407  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  407,  436.  The  five  affiftants  dropped 
were  Jofeph  Dudley,  William  Broune 
[Browne],  John  Hull,  Bartholomew  Gid- 
ney  and  Daniel  Fifher.  The  five  elected 
in  their  places  were  Elifha  Cooke, 
William  Johnfon,  John  Hawthorn,  Elifha 

Hutchinfon, 


231 


Edward  Randolph. 


fent  by  the  General  Court  to  the  King  under  cover  of  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Humphreys,  their  attorney,  who  was  to  prelent 
it  or  not  as  he  fhould  think  belt,  but  the  time  for  petitions 
had  pafled.408  A  month  after  Mr.  Dudley  had  been  left  out 
of  the  magiftracy  he  wrote  to  Randolph,  evidently  in  reply  to 
a  letter  received  from  him,  “  I  fuppofe,  notwithftanding  all 
the  delayes  you  complain  of,  if  Mr  Atturney  General  pleafe 
Trinity  Term  may  end  His  Majties  fuit,  &  make  Way  for  his 
perfedt  Satisfaction.  When  I  may  expect  to  fatisfy  myfelf. 
Wee  well  know  that  your  Influence  &  Induftry  may  prevail 
much.  Sj  Wee  drink  your  Health.”  409 

Not  having  heard  of  the  death  of  his  brother  Gyles,  Ran¬ 
dolph  wrote  to  him  on  June  19th  faying,  “  I  fend  this  only 

to 


Hutchinfon,  and  Samuel  Sewall. 
Neither  William  Stoughton  nor  Peter 
Buckly,  who  were  reelefted  in  1684, 
took  the  oath  of  office,  according  to  the 
records. 

408  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  439,  440.  Alfo  Maffachufetts  Ar¬ 
chives ,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  323.  “Wee 
proftrate  ourfelves  at  your  Maties  royall 
feete,  and  humbly  begg  your  maties 
royall  favour  not  to  charge  it  upon 
us  as  proceeding  from  any  disloyall 
inclinations,  or  the  perverfenefs  of 
our  minds,  that  wee  cannot  make 
fuch  full  fubmiffion  and  entire  refigna- 
tion  to  your  maties  pleafure  as  in  your 
maties  declaration  is  intimated.  Under 
the  fecurity  of  the  charter  granted  by 
your  royall  father,  our  fathers  left  all 
that  was  deare  to  them  in  your  maties 
three  Kingdomes,  not  for  the  fake  of 
outward  advantages,  but  that  they 
might  not  be  offendors  againft  either 
church  or  ftate  in  thofe  things  the  en¬ 
joyment  whereof  they  put  farr  greater 


value  upon  then  theire  private  interefts 
&  proprieties.  Wee  humbly  fupplicat 
that  there  may  not  be  a  further  profecu- 
tion  had  upon  the  quo  warranto,  and 
believe  that  in  times  to  come  it  will  be  no 
regret  of  minde  to  your  matie  that  your 
diftreffed  New  Englith  fubje<5ts  have 
been  relieved  by  your  foveraigne  grace.” 

Nathaniel  Mather  writes  on  May  19th 
to  Increafe  Mather :  “  Poffibly  I  may  be 
driven  to  remove  tho’  whither  I  know 
not,  at  prefent  I  fee  no  place  that  is 
like  to  bee  quiet,  unlefs  you  in  New 
England  bee.  But  if  your  Charter  bee 
gone,  &  other  Governors  appoynted,  I 
expert  not  any  other  but  that  your 
Minifters  muft  conform  or  bee  pack¬ 
ing.”  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Collections,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  56. 

409  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  Society 
Collections ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  484.  Letter  of  Jofeph  Dudley  to 
Edward  Randolph,  7  June,  1684,  poft. 
Alfo  Andros  TraCls ,  Vol.  III.  p.  210. 
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to  acquaint  my  friends  what  was  done  in  their  Charter  yef- 
terday  at  ye  court  of  Chancery:  A  Rule  for  judgment  to  be 
as  of  this  Term:  but  in  cafe  they  fhall  appear  by  the  firft 
day  of  next  Term  &  plead  fo  as  to  go  to  tryall  that  Term, 
then  the  judgment  not  to  be  recorded.  By  the  inclofed 
you  fee  what  is  done  with  Dr.  Oates.  Here  was  a  flying 
report  that  Fergufon  was  taken,  but  that  is  contradicted. 
My  bleffings  to  my  dear  Children.  My  fervice  to  Mr. 
Shrimpton,  Mr.  Wharton,  &  Mr.  Ufher  &  to  all  my 
friends.” 410  The  rule  referred  to  was  made  after  argument, 
the  counfel  for  the  King  praying  that  judgment  might  be 
entered  immediately  for  the  non-appearance  of  the  defend¬ 
ants,  while  the  counfel  for  the  colony  flated  they  had  no 
notice  of  the  writs  of  Scire  facias,  “  tho’  they  had  of  the 
Quo  Warranto  lately  brought  and  therefore  prayed  time  to 
fend  over  to  New  England  to  have  an  anfwere.”  The  Court 
then  decided  that  in  cafe  the  defendants  did  not  appear  at 
the  next  term  “the  faid  Judgment  is  to  ftand  and  to  be  re¬ 
corded  accordingly  with1  further  mdcon.”  Attorney  General 
Sawyer  made  the  endorfement,  “  This  is  the  Order  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  Court;  pray  lett  it  be  entred;  It  very  much 


concerns  the  King.”411 


While 


410  Hijlorical  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tuttle, 
p.  325.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph 
to  Gyles  Randolph,  19  June,  1684 ,poJl. 

411  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  203.  Order  of  Chancery 
for  entring  Judgem1  agt  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Charter  if  they  doe  not  come  to 
Tryall  next  terme.  21  June,  1684 ,poJl. 

In  Hi/lory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  edition,  Vol.  I. 
p.  340,  is  the  following :  “  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  in  this  form  and  order. 


The  firft  fcire  facias,  directed  to  the 
fheriff  of  Middlefex  bore  tell  16th  Ap. 
36  Car.  2d.  whereon  a  nichil  returned. 
Trin.  36  Car.  2d.  an  al.  fcir.  fac.  di¬ 
rected  to  the  fame  fheriff,  returned  2d 
June  1684,  whereon  another  nichill 
returned.  12th  June  36  Car.  2d.  the 
agent  for  the  company  moved  by  his 
council  for  time,  to  fend  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  for  a  letter  of  attorney  under  the 
corporation  feal,  to  appear  and  plead  to 
thofe  fcire  facias’s,  until  Michaelmas 

term 


Rdward  Randolph. 
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While  waiting  for  judgment  to  be  finally  entered  Ran¬ 
dolph  prefented  to  the  Committee  an  account  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  in  which  he  emphafizes  the  news  that  “  the  Magifirates 
there  have  beene  very  bufy  in  repairing  their  ffortifications ; 
that  very  feditious  and  inconfiderable  perfons  were  chofen 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dudley  ”  and  others  who  were  loyal ; 
that  “the  faction  having  gotten  the  foie  government  into 
their  hands  (a  thing  never  till  this  time  attempted)  may  in 
a  fhort  time  prove  very  prevallent  and  dangerous  ” ;  the 
Adts  of  trade  and  navigation  cannot  be  executed ;  “  What 
the  Evill  confequences  of  thefe  proceedings  if  not  fpeedily 
taken  notice  of  &  prevented  may  prove  is  humbly  Submitted 
to  your  Lordps  confiderations  ” ;  he  alludes,  however,  to  the 
exiftence  of  a  loyalifl;  party  by  Rating  that  “  70  of  the  cheif 
Merchants  and  Gen*.m  accompanied  Mr  Stoughton  and  Mr 
Dudley  to  their  homes,”  on  the  day  Mr.  Dudley  was  de¬ 
feated 


term  then  next,  when  the  court  or¬ 
dered  Mr.  Attorney  lhould  be  attended 
thereon,  to  fhew  caufe  the  laft  day  of 
that  term  why  the  defendants  fhould 
not  have  time  to  appear.  Mr.  Attor¬ 
ney  moved  againft  that  order,  and  had 
it  in  some  part  fet  afide,  but  waved  it, 
and  on  hearing  council  of  both  tides  it 
was  ordered,  18th  June  84,  That  judg¬ 
ment  be  entred  up  for  his  Majefty  as  of 
this  term,  but  if  defendants  appear  firft 
day  of  next  term  and  plead  to  iffue,  fo 
as  to  take  notice  of  a  trial  to  be  had  the 
fame  term,  then  the  faid  judgment  by 
Mr.  Attorney’s  confent  to  be  fet  alide, 
otherwife  the  fame  to  Hand  recorded. 
On  the  firft  day  of  Michaelmas  term 
following,  the  company’s  agent  retained 
counfel  to  move,  and  brought  feveral 
merchants  to  teftify,  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  that  in  the  time  given  it  was 
vol.  1.  —  30 


impoflible  to  have  a  letter  of  attorney 
returned  from  New  England,  fo,  as 
they  had  not  given  time  long  enough 
to  perform  a  matter,  it  was,  in  effect, 
giving  no  time  at  all ;  for  a  time  not 
fufficient  was  equally  fatal  to  no  time 
given.  To  which  the  then  Lord  Keeper 
replied,  that  no  time  ought  at  all  to 
have  been  given,  in  regard  that  all  cor¬ 
porations  ought  to  have  attorneys  in 
court  at  all  times  to  appear  for  them 
upon  all  occafions.  And  fo  fet  afide  the 
order  for  time  to  appear  and  plead,  and 
judgment  was  entred  as  in  the  copy.” 

Although  the  periods  of  the  terms  of 
court  varied  fomewhat  at  different  times, 
roughly  ftated  Hilary  term  was  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  Eafter  in  April  and  May,  Trinity 
the  laft  of  May  and  part  of  June,  and 
Michaelmas  in  the  autumn. 
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feated  at  the  polls.412  To  his  friend,  Mr.  Shrimpton,  one 
of  the  loyalifts  in  the  colony,  he  writes,  “  I  find  all  are  mad 
in  your  country,  and  that  Mr.  Mather,  ye  Bellowes  of  Sedi¬ 
tion  &  Treafon ,  has  at  la/t  attained  his  end  in  fetting  his 
fools  a  horfeback.  If  they  do  not  mend  their  manners,  fome 
of  them  may  ride  to  the  divill.  No  better  newes  could  come 
to  me  then  to  heare  Mr.  Dudley  principally  was  putt  out  of  ye 
Ele<5tion,  the  fitter  man  to  ferve  ye  King  &  his  Country  in 
an  honorable  ftation ;  for  they  have  declared  him  fo :  I  hope 
in  god  all  will  do  very  well,  except  your  madmen  endeavour 
to  run  ye  people  into  a  Rebellion.  You  have  Mr.  Mathers 
letter  fent  to  Mr.  Gouge  of  Amflerdam ,  fent  to  Major 
Dudley ;  I  defire  him  to  let  you  have  a  copy  of  it,  pray  have 
a  ftridt  eye  upon  my  daughters  Betty  &  Mary.  Their  filter 
Jane  hath  fhewn  them  a  very  bad  example,  &  is  a  loft  child 
to  me.  God  give  grace  to  repent.  Sr  George  Downing  is 
dead :  I  fend  my  Brother  over  to  fucceed  my  Bro.  Gyles.  I 
am  in  great  haft  &  greater  trouble.”413  The  letter  alluded 
to,  a  copy  of  which  was  obtained  by  Randolph,  has  led  to 
confiderable  intereft  and  difcuffion.  Mather  denied  being 
the  author  of  it,  and  intimated  that  Randolph  himfelf  might 
be  the  writer,  having  fkillfully  counterfeited  his  fignature. 
This  accufation  led  to  a  fuit  brought  by  Randolph  againft 
Mather,  which  will  be  mentioned  later.  The  authorfhip 
ftill  remains  a  myftery.414  To  Mr.  Shrimpton  he  wrote 

again 

412  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Bundle  418  Mather  Papers ,  Vol.  V.  p.  68,  in 

54  (270).  Reprefentation  of  Mr  Ran-  Bofton  Public  Library.  Letter  of  Ed- 
dolph  of  the  State  of  Maffachtifetts  ward  Randolph  to  Samuel  Shrimpton 
Colony ,  16  July,  1684,  pofl.  Alfo  State  from  Whitehall,  18  July,  1684,  pofl. 
Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book  10 7,  414  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 

p.  324.  55  (382).  Mr  Mather  ?  to  Mr  Gouge  ? 

at 
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again  in  a  few  days,  having  been  attacked  by  Governor 
Cranfield,  whofe  candidacy  for  governorfhip  of  Maffachufetts 
he  did  not  approve,  and  by  Mr.  Dyre,  whofe  office  of 
Surveyor  General  of  Cuftoms  for  all  the  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,415  confli6ted  with  his  own.  “  I  am 
prepared  to  anfweare  Gov.  Cranfield  &  Mr  Dyer’s  reports  of 
me.  I  have  not  tyme  to  write  particularly  to  yr  Lady,  as  I 
ought,  but  I  intreat  her  to  give  creditt  to  me,  when  I  affure 
her  that  nobody  in  your  Colony  will  be  difturbed  in  their 
worfhip;  but  when  I  heare  how  foolifh  your  people  have 
been  in  their  late  Eledtion,  I  cannot  but  very  much  blame 
Brother  Allen,416  who  cannot  forbeare  blowing  the  bellowes. 
Its  naturall  to  him  to  be  meddling  in  Gout  &  now  lett  the 
party  fee  what  a  monfter  they  have  made  of  their  Magis¬ 
tracy, 


at  Amfterdam.  Bofton  in  New  Eng¬ 
land  the  3d  of  the  Xth  1683,  pofl.  The 
letter  is  printed  in  the  Maffachufetts 
Hiftorical  Society  Collections,  Fourth 
Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  104,  with  feveral 
verbal  differences  and  fome  words 
omitted,  and  ending  with  the  phrafe, 
“copied  out  Odtober  24.  1684.”  The 
letter  was  confidered  fuch  an  important 
piece  of  evidence  in  fhowing  the  rebel¬ 
lious  feelings  of  the  New  Englanders, 
that  Leftrange,  the  Tory  editor,  took 
notice  of  it  in  the  “Obfervator”  by 
order  of  government.  For  Mr.  Mather’s 
denial  that  he  was  the  author  fee  his 
letter  to  Dudley  10  Nov.  1684,  in  State 
Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  5  5  (384) ,  pofl. 

415  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  530.  Certificate  of  the  appointment 
of  William  Dyre,  Efq.,  Surveyor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  Cuftoms,  4  January,  1682-3. 

Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut ,  V ol. 
III.  p.  344.  “William  Dyre  was  com- 
miffioned  by  the  Duke  of  York  Colledtor 


of  his  cuftoms  in  America,  and  came  to 
New  York  with  Andros  in  1674.  In 
1681  the  arbitrary  impofition  of  cuftoms 
was  refitted  by  the  merchants  of  New 
York,  and  Dyre  was  indicted  for  high 
treafon,  for  having  enforced  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  unlawful  duties  and  cuftoms,  and 
was  fent  to  England  for  trial.  No  one 
appearing  to  profecute  the  charge,  in 
September,  1682,  he  was  difcharged 
from  his  bonds,  and  a  few  months  after¬ 
wards  was  again  defpatched  to  America 
with  more  ample  powers.” 

Cranfield  had  hired  a  houfe  in  Bofton 
and  told  the  inhabitants  he  was  fure  of 
being  appointed  Governor  upon  the  va¬ 
cating  of  the  charter.  See  Randolph’s 
letter  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  March, 
1685,  pofl. 

416  “The  Reverend  James  Allen,  a 
graduate  of  Oxford,  came  to  America  in 
1662.  He  died  while  minifter  of  the 
firft  Congregational  church  in  Bofton 
September  22,  1710,  aged  78  years.” 
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tracy,  compofed  of  ffooles  &  knaves :  I  am  extreamly  foli- 
citous  that  Mr.  Dudley  might  have  the  foie  Goul  of  N. 
Engd,  for  no  man  better  underftands  the  conftitution  of 
your  country,  &  hath  more  loyalty  &  refpedf  to  his  Maties  af¬ 
faires,  but  I  dare  not  openly  appeare  in  it,  lead  it  be  thought 
there  is  fome  private  defign  in  it,  butt  I  am  upon  all  occa- 
fions  hinting  his  meritt  to  his  freinds :  but  as  yet  there  are 
no  refolutions  taken,  wheither  one  Gour  over  the  whole,  or  a 
diftindt  Gour  over  your  Colony,  to  be  allowed  of  by  his  Matie, 
with  the  addition  of  N.  Plymouth.  Every  body  here  that  is 
generally  well  inclined  to  your  Country  are  fo  flartled,  that 
I  am  forced  to  take  paines  to  convince  them  that  the  late 
proceedings  are  not  the  adt  of  the  whole  Colony.  Once 
more  I  make  my  folemn  proteft,  that  if  your  minijlers  do  not 
preach  up  rebellion ,  as  lately  Mr.  Nowell 417  did  in  his  Artil¬ 
lery  Sermon ,  &  Mr.  Mather  in  his  late  letter ,  they  may 


preach  till  they  and  all  their  hearers  are  tyred.” 


418 


The 


417  The  Artillery  ele&ion  fermon  was 
preached  by  Samuel  Nowell  in  1678. 
See  Records  of  the  Ancient  and  Hon¬ 
orable  Artillery  Company.  Randolph 
has  evidently  confounded  that  fermon 
with  one  preached  later. 

Sibley's  Harvard  Graduates ,  Vol. 
I.  p.  335.  Samuel  Nowell  born  in 
Charleftown  1634,  graduated  from  Har¬ 
vard  1653,  Tutor  or  Fellow  1655,  Affift- 
ant  in  1680,  and  elected  annually  to 
that  office  until  diffolution  of  charter. 
He  died  in  London  in  1688,  where  he 
had  joined  Increafe  Matherin  a  remon- 
ftrance  againft  the  encroachments  on 
the  rights  of  New  England. 

Increafe  Mather,  fonof  Rev.  Richard 
Mather,  was  born  21  June,  1639.  Har¬ 
vard  College,  1656.  Received  A.  M. 
from  Trinity  College,  Dublin  1658. 


Preached  in  England.  Returned  to 
Maifachufetts  1661.  Ordained  Teacher 
of  the  Second  Church  in  Bofton,  27 
May,  1664,  difcharging  this  office  till 
his  death,  23  Auguft,  1723.  Refufed 
office  of  Prefident  of  Harvard  College 
1681,  but  accepted  it  in  1685.  Head  of 
the  college  for  iixteen  years.  Em¬ 
barked  in  difguife  7  April,  1688  on  ffiip 
Prefident ,  for  England  carrying  ad- 
dreffes  to  James  II.  Obtained  new 
charter  for  Maifachufetts  from  William 
and  Mary,  returning  with  it  14  May, 
1692. 

418  Mather  Papers ,  Vol.  V.  p.  69,  in 
Bofton  Public  Library.  Letter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph  to  Samuel  Shrimpton, 
26  July  1684,  printed  in  Mafifachufietts 
Hifiorical  Society  Collections ,  Fourth 
Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  225. 
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The  fuit  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  did  not  fufpend  that 
in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  one  being  againfl  the 
corporation,  the  other  againfl  individuals,  confequently  Mr. 
Humphreys  made  preparations  to  defend  both  fuits,  although 
he  felt  there  was  no  chance  of  fuccefs.  “  I  heare  without 
dores  a  Governour  is  defigned  yow  with  that  certainty  as  if 
the  matter  would  not  endure  an  howers  debate,  but  I  can 
give  you  fome  negative  Comfort,  that  Mr  Cranfield  will  not 
be  your  Governor.  I  fhould  be  extreamly  pleafed  to  have 
one  or  two  of  your  felves  here  to  overfee  matters,  to  take 
fhare  of  my  cares,  and  feares  and  regulate  dilburfmts.” 419 

The  refult  of  the  fuits  depending  chiefly  upon  Randolph’s 
activity  and  perfeverance,  “my  enemyes  here  in  London,” 
as  he  writes,  “  whofe  hoftility  has  been  raifed  by  my  con¬ 
tinued  zeal  to  fettle  his  Majties  affaires  in  n.  England,”  made 
a  move  againfl  him,  which  might  have  delayed  the  rendering 
a  judgment  for  fome  time.  He  was  arretted  for  debt,  and, 
not  being  able  to  procure  bail,  was  imprifoned.  He  begged 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  who  evidently  was  deeply 

interefted 


419  M a [fa chufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  326.  Letter  of  Robert  Hum¬ 
phrey  to  Secretary  Rawfon  about  the 
profecutions  of  the  Crown  againfl  Maf- 
fachufetts  Charter,  28  July,  1684.  “  The 
leaving  out  of  Mr  Dudley  in  your  late 
choice  is  improved  here  by  Mr  Ran¬ 
dolph  (your  fall  friend)  as  a  matter  of 
ftubbornnefs  and  dilloyalty.  In  the 
profecution  in  the  King’s  bench  Crowne 
office  on  the  firll  Writt  ag‘  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Affiftants  by  name  I  muft  have 
a  particular  Lre  of  Attorney  from  them 
perfonally  figned  &  fealed  before  Wit- 
neffes  wherein  Mr  Dudley  muft  Joyne, 


with  power  for  me  to  defend  &c.  as  in 
yor  Lre  of  Attorney  for  the  Corpor. 
mutatis mutandis.  I  have  fome  thoughts 
of  pleading  the  Pendency  of  the  writt 
to  the  new  fcire  facias  if  yor  Councell 
agree  but  I  keep  that  from  them  at 
prefent.  Pray  fend  per  next  a  com¬ 
plete  vollume  of  your  laws  in  force,  I 
begg  yow  would  give  the  worthy  Gov¬ 
ern01'  my  humbleft  Refpe£ts,  and  allure 
himandyor  whole  Corporation  that  I  will 
neither  be  frightened  nor  yet  comple¬ 
mented  out  of  ferving  them  to  the  ut- 
moft  power  of  yor  affecionate  friend 
and  Sere  Robert  Humphreyes.” 
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interefted  in  Randolph’s  fuccefs,  to  come  to  his  aid.  “  I 
dill  lie  under  a  very  chargeable  confinement :  which  will 
fpeedily  mine  me  &  otherthrow  his  Majties  intentions  to  re¬ 
duce  that  whole  plantation  to  the  rules  of  Governfi  in  regard 
I  have  no  vifible  eltate  in  Engd  &  fo  cannot  procure  Bail  to 
the  Adfion  as  is  expe<5ted.  I  humbly  fubmitt  myfelfe  to 
your  Grace’s  favour  entreating  that  your  Grace  will  pleafe 
to  promote  fo  Chriftian  a  propofall  that  others  of  the  Lords 
of  his  Majties  Councill  being  encouraged  by  your  Graces 
Example  may  in  a  few  days  make  that  money  up,  220  £ ; 
yefterday  a  Gentn  condoling  my  unhappy  condition  offered 
me  $o£  to  be  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriffe  as  Cau¬ 
tion  for  my  liberty  till  ye  next  Term  begins ;  and  that  loan 
will  be  then  duely  returned.  My  lord,  this  prefent  advance 
will  be  of  greater  benefitt  to  me  than  above  twice  as  much 
given  me  at  Mich3  for  this  is  the  tyme  of  my  extremity 
&  I  fhall  thereby  be  enabled  to  folicit  the  procuring 
my  money  in  the  Treafury.”  420  His  requeft  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  granted  immediately,  for  his  fervices  were  very  valu¬ 
able  to  the  Crown  officers.  On  the  4th  of  September  he 
wrote  to  Governor  Bradflreet  promifing  to  fend  him,  when¬ 
ever  an  opportunity  offered,  information  relative  to  the 
progrefs  of  affairs  which  he  could  hardly  have  done,  if  ftill 
confined.  “  I  fhall  not  faile,  by  way  of  Barbados,  if  oppor¬ 
tunity, 


420  New  England  Hijiorical  and 
Genealogical  Regijler ,  Vol.  XXXVII. 
p.  158.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  23  Au- 
guft,  1684 ,pofl.  About  this  time  Thomas 
Gloverwrote  to  Thomas  Hinckley:  “  We 
live  in  bad  times.  I  doubt  the  fame  evils 


will  at  leaft,  in  a  great  meafure,  reach 
you.  Were  it  not  for  fear  of  the  lofs  of 
thofe  enjoyments  that  are  enjoyed  in 
New  England,  very  many  of  us  fhould 
certainly  retire  to  New  England.”  See 
Majfachufetts  Hijiorical  Society  Collec¬ 
tions ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  129. 
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tunity,  of  fhipping  prefent  not  here  for  Bofton,  to  give  your 
Honr  advife  how  your  affaires  are  here  like  to  be  carried.  I 
pray  God  grant  it  may  all  anfwear  the  expectations  of  the 
good  &  prudent  people  in  your  Colony,  and  end  in  your 
perfeCt  peace  &  tranquillity.  Nothing  as  yet  can  be  done 
till  the  beginning  of  next  term,  and  then,  in  cafe  they  [in] 
tyme  enough  fend  over  new  power  to  their  Atturney  to 
plead  upon  his  appearance,  it  will  but  inflame  the  reckning. 
But  what  care  your  people  :  They  have  the  Gou*  now,  & 
will  hold  it  as  long  as  they  can,  knowing  they  fhall  never 
be  troubled  more  in  that  ftation.  Its  no  wonder  you  and 
feverall  of  ye  Magiflrates  had  fo  few  votes  at  ye  nomination, 
when  one  of  the  Sanedrim  [Rev.  Increafe  Mather]  had  fo 
magifterially  prejudged  you  all.  When  S'  Lionell  Jenkins 
ajked  me  what  his  name  was  who  wrote  the  letter ,  &  finding 
it  to  be  Mr  Mather  (as  I  could  well  informe  him)  he  J 'aid, \ 
what,  is  it  that  Star-Gazer ;  that  halfe  diflraCted  man?  & 
tooke  no  more  notice  of  him  (as  he  deferved).  In  this  letter 
he  has  treated  me  very  much  unlike  a  Good  Chriftian,  much 
leffe  a  minifter  of  God’s  word.  Butt  I  thank  God  I  heartily 
forgive  him,  and  pray  that  he  may  repent  of  fo  great  a  fin 
againfl  the  king.”  The  letter  had  denounced  in  fevere 
terms  the  actions  of  the  royal  government,  “  the  death  of 
that  good  Lord  Ruffell,  and  how  barberioufly  the  Earle  of 
Effex  was  murthered  in  the  tower,  this  Randolph  has  beene 
a  Mortall  Enemy  to  our  Country  and  molt  fay  if  he  had  not 
often  moved  his  Majty,  it  would  neaver  have  beene  his  Con- 
cerne  to  attack  the  charter;  God  will  Surely  follow  him 
where  Ever  he  goes  for  he  has  much  prejudiced  us.  If  he 
fliould  mifcarry  in  his  Voiage  it  is  Gods  Juft  Judgm*.”  The 

letter 
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letter  goes  on,  “  Could  any  thing  be  contrived  of  more  dan¬ 
gerous  confequence  at  fuch  a  criticall  minute,  as  this  paper. 
All  the  enimyes  you  have  (if  you  have  any)  could  not  give 
fo  mortall  a  wound  to  your  ecclefiafticall  affairs  as  this ; 
for  what  prince  will  fuffer  their  fubjedts  to  be  inftrudted  by 
fuch  Teachers,  when  one  of  the  chiefeft  vents  abroad  into 
the  world  for  great  truth,  fuch  feditious  difcourfes  as  thefe ; 
after  all  this  my  bufines  fliall  bee  to  gett  all  that  is  paft 
buried  here  in  oblivion  ;  praying  heartily  that  your  peo¬ 
ple  may  ftudy  to  be  quiett,  &  in  all  duty  &  obedience 
fubmitt  to  thofe  powers  that  are  fett  over  them ;  Some  of 
them  (I  feare)  believing  their  Liberty  is  as  large  as  their 
confciences.” 421 

The  colonifts  not  having  heard  that  a  new  fuit  had  been 
brought  againft  them  were  very  much  furprifed  at  the  news 
of  it  received  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Humphreys  to  Mr. 
Dudley,  the  contents  of  which  were  communicated  to  the 
General  Court  at  a  fpecial  meeting.422  The  other  New 

England 


421  Mather  Papers ,  Vol.  V.  p.  76,  in 
Bofton  Public  Library.  Letter  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph  to  Simon  Bradftreet, 
4  September,  1684,  poji.  Printed  in 
Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collec¬ 
tions,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  527. 

422  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.449.  The  court  met  on  11  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  Governor  declaring  the  grounds 
for  calling  the  meeting.  Ibid.,  Vol.  V. 
p.  451.  Secretary  Rawfon  writes  to 
Mr.  Humphreys  12  September.  “By 
a  private  letter  to  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq' 
wee  are  informed  of  new  meafures  taken 
at  Court,  in  our  cafe,  at  wch  wee  are 
amafed.”  The  copy  of  the  letter,  made 
by  Mr.  Dudley,  is  found  in  Majfachu¬ 


fetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  332,  in 
which  Mr.  Humphreys  gives  a  detailed 
account  of  the  entire  proceedings  up  to 
the  date  of  his  writing.  “  Upon  Mr 
Randolph’s  return  &  application  to  the 
Secretary  Mr  Atturney  Generali  was 
fent  for  &  the  London  Secondaries  per- 
fuaded  to  return  a  Summons  againft 
your  Corporation  which  it  feemed  he 
thought  himfelfe  not  fafe  in  doing. 
Being  fent  for  by  M'  Atturney  I  waived 
anfwering  and  defired  that  if  I  muft  be 
catachifed  it  might  be  in  writing,  there 
was  prefent  Mt  Atturney  Mr  Solicitor 
Mr  North,  Mr  Randolph  &  Mr  Burton 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury  &  M 
Ward  the  clerk  of  the  Kings  Bench 

Crown 
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England  Colonies  forming  the  Confederation,  feeling  that 
the  blow  againft  Maffachufetts  was  alfo  aimed  at  them, 
ordered  through  their  Commiffioners  then  fitting  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  that  the  2  2d  of  October  fhould  be  kept  as  a  day  of 
humiliation  and  prayer.423  The  addrefs  to  the  King  pre¬ 
pared 


Crown  office  againft  you  I  was  dif- 
mift  as  unmalleable.  Some  days  after 
I  was  fent  for  by  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
who  alked  if  I  had  authority  to  appeare 
for  your  corporation.  Before  anfwer- 
ing  I  defired  to  know  if  they  had  iffued 
any  writ  againft  the  Corporation.  The 
profecutors  replied  they  had  not,  but 
had  fent  one  againft  the  Governor  and 
Affiftants  by  name.  I  told  them  I  had 
no  warrant  but  under  the  common  feal 
of  your  company  which  would  not  Juf- 
tify  appearing  for  pertecular  members  & 
his  Lordftiip  told  them  the  writ  would 
not  do  fo  I  was  difmift  then  alfo.  Soon 
after  a  Scire  facias  and  alias  was  fent 
into  Middlefex  againft  your  patent  out 
of  ye  Petty  bag  office  in  Chancery  & 
two  nihills  returned.  I  advifed  as  I  had 
done  feverall  times  with  Sr  Francis 
Pemberton,  Mr  Holt  etc.  who  upon 
confultation  to  prevent  the  entring  up  of 
Judgnfl  againft  your  patent  advifed  a 
motion  in  Chancery  whereon  was  made 
the  order  inclofed  of  ye  12th  inftant.  I 
have  fince  attended  Mr  Atturney  Gen. 
who  will  give  no  quarter  but  ftands 
upon  our  fo  appearing  as  to  try  it  next 
tearm.  18  June  Mr  Atturney  moved 
in  Chancery  for  fetting  afide  the  order 
of  the  12th  &  upon  the  debate  had  it 
was  ordered  Judgmet  ffiouldbe  entered 
againft  you  but  with  a  ftay  of  execu¬ 
tion  if  you  appeared  by  the  firft  day  of 
Michs  tearm  &  plead  fo  as  to  try  it  that 
tearm.  I  have  retayned  three  chancery 
pradlifers  Mr  Keck,  Phillips  &  Rawlin- 
ion.  I  have  as  much  as  I  could  taken 
your  Secretaryes  advice  in  being  a 
VOL.  1.  —  31 


good  Hufband,  but  yor  beft  Councill 
will  be  beft  payd.  Pray  fee  that  I  be 
not  pincht  for  money,  ftnce  rowing 
againft  wind  &  tide  all  hands  muft 
be  employed  &  you  well  know  what 
tooles  work  here.  Your  witneffes,  who 
muft  be  men  of  fence,  muft  be  fent  as 
foon  as  you  can  leaft  we  be  forced  to 
tryall  the  next  tearm,  though  we  fhall 
Hang  back  as  much  as  may  be  &  you 
fee  the  Judgm1  over  our  heads  tenui 
pendens  filo.  Bermudas  had  a  tryall 
againft  them  this  tearm  &  judgrrn  for  ye 
King  &  no  corporation  is  found  fuffi- 
ciently  fortifyed  againft  Quo  Warrantos. 
If  we  plead  to  I  flue  we  muft  be  fent  into 
ye  Kings,  if  upon  demurrer  my  Lord 
Keeper  will  give  Judgm  .” 

423  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  463.  17th  of  September  1684.  The 
order  was  figned  by  Robert  Treat  as 
Prefident. 

In  the  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  329,  is  found  under  the  date  of 
September  12  an  addrefs  to  the  King, 
which  appears  alfo  in  the  Maffachufetts 
Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  457,  under  the  date 
of  October  15,  reiterating  what  had  al¬ 
ready  been  faid  in  regard  to  the  early 
planters  leaving  England  becaufe  they 
could  not  conform  to  certain  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  Church  of  England.  They 
beg  that  the  King  will  fhow  them  favour, 
having  juft  heard  from  private  fources, 
that  without  legal  notice  a  fcire  facias 
had  been  iffued  and  judgment  entered 
againft  their  charter.  In  Ibid.,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  334,  under  date  of  30  October, 
1684,  is  a  full  draft  of  an  “  anfwer 
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pared  by  the  General  Court  was  fent  under  cover  of  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Humphreys.  In  this  letter  it  was  afferted  that  the 
quo  warranto  was  never  ferved  in  the  colony  on  the  perfons 
named,  “  and  our  agents  wholly  deny  that  it  was  ever  ferved 
on  themfelves  in  England.  That  now  a  fcire  facias  fhould 
come  from  chancery  to  be  returned  within  fix  weekes  cannot 
but  amaze  us.  Wee  hope  wee  have  not  forfeited  the  privi- 
ledge  of  Englifhmen  that  wee  fhould  be  condemned  un¬ 
heard,  much  lefs  without  being  fumoned  to  appeare,  which 
you  know  was  impoffible  in  the  time  prefixed.” 424 

Petitions  and  addreffes,  as  well  as  the  efforts  of  counfel  to 
flay  proceedings  on  account  of  infufficient  time  given,  were 
of  no  avail.  The  laft  foothold  of  Puritanism  was  loft.  In 
the  firft  week  of  Michaelmas  term  425  judgment  was  entered 
againft  Maffachufetts  for  non-appearance.  “  My  Lord 
Keeper426  cutt  the  ground  from  under  us  which  wee  flood 
upon  by  telling  us  the  order  of  the  18th  of  June  was  a  fur- 
prize  upon  his  Lop  and  that  he  ought  not  to  have  granted 
it,  for  that  every  Corporation  ought  to  have  an  Attorney  in 

every 


of  General  Court  to  the  King  re- 
fpe cling  charges  made  againft  Maffa- 
chufetts  Government.”  In  this  the 
coinage  is  mentioned,  which  had  been 
imputed  to  them  as  a  crime.  “  In  1662 
when  our  firft  agents  were  in  England, 
fome  of  our  money  was  the  wed  by  Sir 
Thomas  Temple  at  the  Council-Table, 
and  no  dillike  thereof  manifefted  by 
any  of  thofe  honourble  Perfons,  much 
lefs  a  forbidding  of  it.” 

424  Maffach ufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  330.  Alfo  Maffachufetts  Rec¬ 
ords ,  Vol.  V.  p.  458.  “  Courts  letter  to 

Mr  Robert  Humfreysfent  wth  ye  adreffe 
by  Mr  Ballfton  7th  November  84.” 


426  The  term  began  16th  of  06lober. 
Vernon's  Cafes  in  Chancery ,  Vol.  I. 
p.  253.  Judgmt  was  entered  up  for 
his  Majtie  ag  ye  Bofton  Charter;  Oc- 
tobr  23.  1684.  See  Randolph's  Short 
Narrative  of  his  Proceedings  and  Voy¬ 
ages ,  poft. 

Mr.  Humphreys  alfo  gives  the  fame 
date  —  23  of  October  —  as  the  day  in 
which  the  laft  motion  was  made,  fee  his 
bill  of  charges  in  Maffachufetts  Ar¬ 
chives ■,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  346. 

426  Sir  Francis  North,  created  Lord 
Guilford,  who  was  fucceeded  in  1685 
by  Lord  Jeffreys,  as  Lord  Chancellor. 
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every  Court  to  appeare  to  his  Maties  fuite.427  Therefore 
by  the  faid  court  here  itt  is  adjudged  That  the  aforefaid  Let¬ 
ters  Patents  foe  as  aforefaid  to  them  the  faid  Governor  and 
Company  made  and  granted  and  the  Inrollment  thereof  be 
vacated  Cancelled  and  annihilated  and  into  the  faid  Court 
reftored  there  to  be  cancelled.”  428  Knowing  how  critical 
their  pofition  was  the  General  Court  ordered,  before  Michael¬ 
mas  term  began,  that  “  all  records  of  this  Court  relating 
to  his  majtyes  &  our  affaires  in  England  be  carefully  kept  & 
preferred,”  429  and,  not  knowing  that  the  charter  had  already 
been  condemned,  November  the  9th  was  appointed  as  a  day 

of 


427  Majfachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  343.  Letter  from  Robert  Humphreys 
about  lofs  of  charter.  2  May,  1685. 
Mr.  Humphreys  writes,  “noe  Corpora- 
con  in  England  (as  I  know)  had  at 
that  time  an  Attorney  in  that  Court  foe 
impowred  as  to  have  appeared  &  pleaded 
to  fuch  Scire  facias  ag1  there  Charter. 
But  the  Dye  is  call.”  The  addreffes 
he  did  not  prefent,  for  they  were  not 
properly  figned  ;  “  neither  private  hand 
nor  publique  feale  and  foe  mull  be  loft.” 

428  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol.  II. 
p.  246.  An  Exemplification  for  our 
Souaigne  Lord  the  King  againft  the 
Governor  of  the  Mattachufetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  figned  Pengry.  The 
authenticated  copy  dated  from  “Weft- 
minfter  the  Thirteenth  Day  of  October 
in  the  Firft  yeare  of  our  Reigne  ” 
[King  James  II.  1685]  is  at  the  State 
Houfe  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Having  difappeared  from 
view  for  fome  time,  it  was  brought  to 
light  from  its  hiding  place  by  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  editor,  aided  by  Mr.  Tracy 
and  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Department  of 
Archives. 


A  copy  of  the  judgment  had  already 
been  fent  by  Mr.  Humphreys  in  May, 
reaching  Secretary  Rawfon  on  July  2?, 
1685.  Mr.  Humphreys  writes:  “I 
have  fent  per  Bearer  a  copy  of  the 
Judgm4  ag‘  your  Charter,  Inner  Temple 
May  2.,”  and  Secretary  Rawfon  writes 
to  Thomas  Hinckley  on  July  2 d.  “I 
have  received  this  day  a  large  packet 
from  our  agent  Mr  Humphreys,  with  a 
letter  enclofed  to  our  Governor  and 
Council,  in  the  whole,  a  forty  feven 
fheets  of  paper  in  lawyers  lines;  a 
narrative  of  the  judgment  againft  our 
charter.”  See  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical 
Society  Collections ,  Fourth  Series ,  Vol. 
V.  p.  141.  See  alfo  Majfachufetts  Ar¬ 
chives,  Vol.  III.  pp.  38-44. 

The  judgment  recites  the  charter  in 
full  and  enumerates  the  infractions  of 
its  provifions,  according  to  royal  inter¬ 
pretation,  viz  :  “  they  levy  money  with¬ 
out  authority;  they  coin  money;  they 
impofe  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  ye  Gov¬ 
ernin', ”  etc. 

429  Majfachufetts  Records,  Vol.  V. 
p.  454.  Order  for  tranfcribing  letters, 
etc.  15  OCtober,  1684. 
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of  thankfgiving,  for  “  the  Lord  our  God  doth  yet  continue 
unto  us  our  liberties,  both  civil  and  ecclefiaffical.”  430  The 
charter  having  been  vacated,  it  became  neceffary  to  eftablifh 
fome  form  of  government  by  royal  authority.  On  the  8th 
of  November  the  Committee  took  into  confideration  “  what 
Methods  of  Government  may  bee  fitted:  for  His  Majefty’s 
Service  in  thofe  parts,  as  alfoe  that  a  Commiflion  and  In- 
ftrudlions  bee  prepared  for  Coll0  Piercy  Kirk431  whom  his 
Majefty  hath  appointed  Governor.  Whereupon  their  Lops 
taking  notice  that  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  New 
Hampfhire  being  already  in  His  Matys  hands,  are  of  opinion 
that  it  bee  put  under  the  Government  of  Coll0  Kirk  upon 
the  Revocation  of  Mr  Cranfeild’s  Commiflion.  And  that  the 
Colony  of  New  Plimouth,  having  no  legal  Charter  or  Confti- 
tution  may  bee  alfoe  fit  to  bee  annexed  thereunto,  together 
with  the  Province  of  Main.  Their  Lops  doe  likewife  ob- 
ferve  that  the  Colonys  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Cone&icut  are 
governed  at  prefent  by  Charters  granted  by  His  Maty  in  the 
year  1663  which  are  not  yet  vacated  by  any  Proceedings  at 
Law.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Governor  have  a  Council  of 
twelve  to  bee  chofen  by  the  King,  five  to  bee  a  quorum  and 
that  they  bee  fufpended  by  the  Govr  as  hee  fhail  fee  caufe, 
and  that  an  Affembly  bee  called  when  the  Govr  fhail  fee 
occafion.  [It  is  alfoe  propofed  that,  upon  the  fitting  of  an 

Affembly, 

430  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  worft  of  all  fchools,  Tangier.”  For 
p.  462.  Day  of  Thankfgiving  ordered  his  exceffive  cruelty  towards  the  cap- 
ninth  of  November.  24  0<5tober  1684.  tives  from  Monmouth’s  forces  fee  ibid., 

431  Hijlory  of  England,  by  T.  B.  Ma-  Vol.  I.  p.  482,  etc.  The  prifoners  who 
caulay,  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  480.  “Colonel  were  fent  into  exile  were  not  permitted 
Percy  Kirke,  a  military  adventurer,  to  go  to  New  England,  for  there  they 
whofe  vices  had  been  developed  by  the  woulddiave  met  with  fympathy. 
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Affembly,  the  Govr  endeavor  to  pafs  an  for  confirming 
fuch  Marriages  as  have  been  made  by  Magiftrates,  And 
that  none  bee  made  after  that  time  but  by  the  Clergy].  It 
is  likewise  ordered  that  there  bee  a  Clause  in  the  Commif- 
fion  giving  particular  Countenance  and  encouragement  to 
the  Church  of  England,  And  that  one  of  the  Churches  at 
Bofton  bee  fet  apart  for  that  fervice.  The  Petition  of  Mr 
Edward  Randolph  is  delivered  by  my  Lord  Prefident  from 
His  Maty,  wherein  Mr  Randolph  prays  that  in  confideration 
of  his  Services,  hee  may  have  a  Grant  of  the  place  of  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Recorder  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  which  their 
Lops  taking  notice  of  his  paft  fervices  and  ability  to  ferve 
His  Maty  agree  to  report  their  opinion  that  the  faid  Places 
bee  conferred  on  him.”432 

Happily  for  the  inhabitants  of  New  England,  they  were 
to  be  fpared  the  prefence  of  Colonel  Kirke,  whofe  fervices 
were  required  before  long  in  England  to  quench  in  blood 
the  dying  embers  of  Monmouth’s  rebellion.  Before  his 

commiffion 


432  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  108,  p.  21.  Meafuresto  be  taken 
after  vacation  of  charter.  At  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Trade  &  Plantations,  8th  No¬ 
vember,  1684  ,poJt. 

It  was  probably  at  this  meeting  that 
took  place  the  fcene  defcribed  by  Ma¬ 
caulay  in  his  Hijlory  of  England,  Vol. 
I.  p.  214,  ed.  1861.  “At  one  of  the 
laft  councils  which  Charles  held  a  re¬ 
markable  fcene  took  place.  The  char¬ 
ter  of  Maffachufetts  had  been  forfeited. 
A  queftion  arofe  how,  for  the  future, 
the  colony  fhould  be  governed.  The 
general  opinion  of  the  board  was  that 
the  whole  power,  legiflative  as  well  as 
executive,  fhould  abide  in  the  crown. 
Halifax  [Lord  Privy  Seal]  took  the 


oppofite  fide,  and  argued  with  great 
energy  againft  abfolute  monarchy,  and 
in  favour  of  reprefentative  government. 
It  was  vain,  he  faid,  to  think  that  a 
population  fprung  from  the  Englifh 
flock,  and  animated  by  Englifh  feelings, 
would  long  bear  to  be  deprived  of  Eng¬ 
lifh  inflitutions.  Life,  he  exclaimed, 
would  not  be  worth  having  in  a  country 
where  liberty  and  property  were  at  the 
mercy  of  one  defpotic  mafter.  The 
Duke  of  York  was  greatly  incenfed  by 
this  language,  and  reprefented  to  his 
brother  the  danger  of  retaining  in  office 
a  man  who  appeared  to  be  infe<5led  with 
all  the  worfl  notions  of  Marvell  and 
Sidney.” 
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commiffion  was  fuperfeded  by  that  of  Dudley  as  temporary 
Prefident  he  had  an  unfatisfadlory  interview  with  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phreys  in  regard  to  the  Colony.433  The  claufe  in  his  inftruc- 
tions  propofed  by  the  committee  in  regard  to  an  Affembly, 
which  reprefented  the  people,  being  diftaffceful  to  the  King, 
“  my  Lord  Keeper  acquaints  ye  Committee  with  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  Pleafure  That,  in  Colonel  Kirk’s  Commiffion  and  In- 
ftrudtions  noe  mention  bee  made  of  an  Affembly ;  but  that 
the  Governor  and  Council  have  Power  to  make  Laws  and 
to  perform  all  other  A6ts  of  Government,  till  His  Matys 
Pleafure  bee  further  known ;  the  Council  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Governor;  all  marriages  contracted  according  to  the 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  New  England  bee  confirmed  by  the 
Commiffion ;  that  Liberty  of  Confcience  which  His  Maty  is 
pleafed  to  grant  to  the  Inhabitants  bee  mentioned  only  in 
the  InftruCtions.  Their  Lops  doe  likewife  think  fit  that  fuch 
Lands  as  ffiall  bee  in  His  Matys  difpofal  in  New  England 
bee  not  granted  to  any  perfon  without  a  refervation  to  His 

Maty 


433  “The  Gentleman  [Col.  Kirke] 
was  pleafed  lately  to  give  me  a  vilit  and 
to  informe  me  that  he  had  heard  of  an 
addrefs  lately  come  over  from  you  to 
his  Maty  and  that  as  haveing  the  Honour 
of  being  appointed  your  Governour  He 
alone  expeCted  the  being  employed  in 
prefenting  it.  Whereto  I  confeft  to  him 
that  there  was  an  addrefs  come  over  but 
unfigned,  wherein  I  would  advife  with 
your  Counfell  and  accordingly  lteare 
my  courfe,  in  the  prefenting  and  not 
prefenting  it,  and  by  what  hand  to 
doe  it.  His  Honor  was  pleafed  to 
alke  me  fome  few  other  queftions,  which 
not  haveing  your  directions  in  I  was 
fullen,  and  begg’d  his  pardon  for  not 
anfwering,  and  foe  between  a  fmall 


threat  and  complement  wee  parted.” 
See  letter  from  Humphrey  about  lofs  of 
charter  in  M affachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  343,  dated  2  May,  1685,/^. 

What  the  refults  would  have  been,  if 
Colonel  Kirke  had  come  to  Maflachu- 
fetts  without  a  difciplined  force  to  fup- 
port  his  arbitrary  authority  can  only  be 
conjeCtured.  The  impetuous  uprifing 
of  the  people  againft  Andros,  when  the 
news  was  received  of  the  landing  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange  in  England,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking  was 
allured,  would  lead  one  to  fuppofe  that  a 
limilar  aCtion  would  have  taken  place, 
even  if  Colonel  Kirke  had  not  been 
forcibly  refitted  earlier. 
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Maty  of  two  fhillings  fixpence  at  leaft  for  every  hundred 
acres  to  bee  paid  as  Quit  rent ;  which  Rate  hee  may  alfoe 
augment  as  there  fhall  bee  occafion.  It  is  likewife  thought 
fit  that  Coll.  Kirk  bee  directed  to  appoint  one  of  the 
churches  now  in  Bofton  for  the  exercife  of  Religion  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Church  of  England.”  434  As  already  mentioned, 
Randolph  was  in  favor  of  Dudley  being  appointed,  and 
Dudley  himfelf  had  hopes  of  being  feledted.  He  wrote  to 
Randolph,  “  you  will  bee  very  eafily  capable  to  recommend 
your  beft  Friends,  who  will  bee  fuch  alfo  as  may  bee  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Body  of  this  people.  If  his  Majefly  fhould  at 
firffc  betruft  the  Governmt  wholly  to  perfons  among  us,  I  am 
fure  the  change  would  be  the  lefs,  &  I  believe  the  fervice 
performed  to  good  fatisfadfion,  both  to  His  Majefty  &  peo¬ 
ple.”  He  adds,  if  in  the  new  fettlement  of  the  government, 
thofe  who  have  been  loyal  fhould  not  be  taken  notice  of 
fome  of  the  people  would  “  fling  up  their  caps  for  joy,  that 
wee  are  negledted.” 435 

Randolph  did  not  hefitate  to  exprefs  his  opinion  that 
Colonel  Kirke  was  unfit  for  the  pofition,  “  I  could  not  at 

any 


434  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  108,  p.  35.  Concerning  Coll.  Kirk 
—  Quit  Rents  —  Churches,  22  Novem¬ 
ber,  1684 iP°ift'  ^  is  probable  that  the 
claufe  relating  to  the  Aflembly  was 
ftruck  out  by  the  King  at  the  fuggeftion 
of  the  Duke  of  York. 

435  Mather  Papers  in  Bofton  Public 
Library,  extract  in  the  handwriting  of 
Cotton  Mather,  of  a  letter  from  Jofeph 
Dudley  to  Edward  Randolph,  dated 
i  December,  1684,  poji.  The  extract 
is  printed  in  the  Andros  Trails,  Vol. 
III.  p.  210,  edited  by  W.  H.  Whitmore. 


(Prince  Society.)  Alfo  in  Maffachu- 
fetts  Hiftorical  Society  ColleSions, 
Fourth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  483. 

Randolph  had  evidently  written  to 
Dudley  that  probably  Sir  Edmund  An¬ 
dros  would  come  in  time  as  Governor. 
Majfach ufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Col¬ 
lections ,  Fifth  Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  447- 
Letter  of  Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John 
Winthrop :  “Bofton  Nov.  11.  1684. 
Mr  Randolph  writes  Mr  Dudley  that 
Sr  Edmund  Andross  will  com  Govr 
hither.” 
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any  tyme  believe  he  would  make  a  fitt  Govr  for  thofe  people,” 
and  he  feared  that  an  oppreffive  rule  would  utterly  deftroy 
the  New  England  colonies,  for  the  inhabitants  he  writes 
“will  not  be  forced.”  436  “If  they  be  once  broken  &  difperfed 
into  the  Southern  plantations,  the  French  will  certainly  by 
degrees  fwallow  up  that  great  Countrey,  planted  &  poffeffed 
by  his  Majefties  fubjedts  now  above  thefe  60  years,  &  fo  at 
length  become  mafters  of  all  his  Majties  Weft  India  planta¬ 
tions,  which  by  the  Benefit  &  Advantage  of  thofe  many 
Harbors  in  that  Countrey  may  bee  obtained.” 437 

The  colon ifts  ftill  clung  to  the  hope  that  the  King  would, 
even  if  judgment  were  pronounced  againft  them,  ftill  “con- 
tynue  the  goument  here  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  intimated  in 
his  Maties  declaration.”438  Of  this  hope  Randolph  writes, 
they  “are  fo  weake  as  to  believe  that  his  Matie  will  give 
them  a  pardon,  &  continue  their  Gonft  to  them  with  large 
powers.”  439  As  a  new  government  was  to  be  eftablifhed 
in  the  Colony  Randolph  folicited  the  place  of  Secretary, 
although  “  I  forefee  that  I  am  like  to  be  very  uneafy :  for  by 
letters  lately  received  from  my  friends  in  Bofton  I  am  ad- 
vifed  that  all  the  mifchiefs  which  are  expedled  to  befall  them 
are  all  laid  to  my  charge  &  what  will  not  a  difcontented 
people  endeavour  to  bring  upon  a  perfon  who  has  little  or 

no 


436  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  i  Auguft,  1685,  pofl. 

437  Mather  Papers  in  Bojlon  Public 
Library.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Ran¬ 
dolph  to  the  Committee,  3  December, 
1684,  in  the  handwriting  of  Cotton 
Mather,  pofl.  Printed  in  Maffachufetts 
Hifiorical  Society  Collections ,  Fourth 
Series ,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  530. 


438  Mather  Papers  in  Bofton  Public 
Library,  Vol.  V.  p.  82.  Letter  of 
Simon  Bradftreet  to  Edward  Randolph, 
8  December,  1684,  pofl.  Printed  in 
Maffachufetts  Hijtorical  Society  Collec¬ 
tions,  Fourth  Series,  V ol.  VIII.  p.  532. 

439  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir 
Robert  Southwell,  29  January,  1684-5, 
pofl. 
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no  countenance  from  ye  Govr,  who  to  gratyfe  a  freind  may 
be  induced  to  fide  with  my  enemies.”  In  the  fame  let¬ 
ter  he  fpeaks  of  having  married  again  lately,440  of  having 
taken  a  journey  to  Holland  on  official  bufinefs,441  and  of 
having  prefented  to  the  Committee  an  account  of  his  voy¬ 
ages  and  expenfes,  amounting  to  fomewhat  more  than  £ 200 , 
with  the  hopes  of  being  reimburfed  by  the  Treafury.442  Of 
Governor  Cranfield  he  fays,  “  complaints  are  ftill  increafed 
from  N.  Hampffiire  of  the  molt  arbitrary  nature  that  I  have 
heard  of,”  people  being  imprifoned  without  reafon,  and  “  he 
has  ruined  Mr  Mafon  by  getting  him  to  fettle  upon  him 

150/ 


440  Hiflorical  Papers  of  C.  W.  Tut¬ 
tle,  p.  288.  “  Edward  Randolph’s  third 
wife  —  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1684  — was  Sarah  Platt,  the 
widow  of  Peter  Platt.  Her  maiden  name 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Backhoufe, 
for  the  following  licenfe  from  the  vicar- 
general  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  is  preferved :  ‘1671-2  Jany.  31. 
Peter  Platt  of  Swallowfield,  Berks, 
Gent.  Bachelor,  aged  about  30,  and 
Sarah  Backhoufe  of  Alton,  near  Staf¬ 
ford,  co.  Stafford,  Spinfter,  aged  about 
22.  at  her  own  difpofal,  to  marry  at  St. 
Sepulchre’s,  London.’  The  regifter  of 
St.  Sepulchre’s  fhows  that  the  laid  par¬ 
ties  were  married  in  that  church  Feb.r. 
1671-2.  The  burial  of  Peter  Platt  is 
recorded  in  the  regifter  of  St.  Martin- 
in-the-Fields,  as  of  Nov.  3,  1681.  The 
licenfe  for  the  marriage  of  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Platt  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  ‘  1684  Dec.  22.  Edward  Randolph 
of  St.  Margaret’s,  Weftminfter,  Efq^ 
widower,  and  Sarah  Platt  of  St.  Martin- 
in-the-Fields,  widow,  to  marry  at  St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields  ;  ’  and  in  the  regif¬ 
ter  of  the  laft  named  parifh  occurs  this 
entry:  ‘166  Dec.  24.  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Weftminfter, 
vol.  1.  —  32 


and  Sarah  Platt  of  this  parifh,  by  licenfe 
from  the  Archbifhop.”  The  Backhoufes 
were  alfo  of  Swallowfield,  Berks ;  and 
Sarah  may  have  been  a  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Backhoufe,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
who  died  in  1649.  She  was  related  to 
the  wife  of  Edward  Hyde,  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon.” 

441  In  his  accounts  appears  the  item : 
“  1684  Novber  5.  Charges  in  my  voy¬ 
age  to  Holland  ^205.06.” 

442  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  351-8.  The  humble  Petition 
of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  Right 
Honble  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Maties 
Cuftomes.  Dec.  1684  ,po/l.  Probably 
it  was  after  his  return  from  Holland 
that  the  “  Propofals  of  James  Hodfon 
relative  to  the  Coal  Trade  of  England” 
in  Randolph’s  handwriting  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  King.  It  was  propofed 
that  an  export  tax  fhould  be  laid  on 
Scotch  coal,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Scotch 
from  underfelling  the  Englifh,  and  alfo 
that  foreign  built  and  manned  veflels 
fhould  not  be  allowed  in  the  domeftic 
coal  trade,  for  they  failing  with  fewer 
hands,  would  drive  the  Englifh  veflels 
from  the  feas.  Majfachufetts  Archives , 
Vol.  LXI.  p.  285  [168 Slpoji. 
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1 50/ a  year  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proffitts  of  his  lands  to 
fupport  the  Gom*  upon  which  Mr  Mafon  has  made  over 
his  province  for  yeares.  You  have  heard  of  ye  difference 
betwixt  my  Ld  Baltamore  &  Mr  Penn  about  Boundaryes : 
they  have  been  for  fome  tyme  here  &  attended  the  Lords 
with  their  Councill :  but  yet  no  hearing.  I  have  been  told 
his  Matie  will  revoke  their  patents  &  allow  no  more  fuch 
independent  Gomts.  Col.  Talcott  was  made  by  Lord  Balta¬ 
more  Governor  of  the  lands  in  difpute,  who  proceeded  bar- 
baroufly  ag*  the  Quakers  &  threatened  to  roote  out  fuch 
Quaking  fcifmaticks.  Its  thought  his  Matie  will  appoint  a 
Govr  in  Maryland  in  a  little  tyme.  I  could  heartily  with  I 
was  as  well  recommended  theither  as  I  am  to  Bofton.  I 
have  nothing  to  objedt  but  the  ill  aire.  I  intreat  you  to 
pardon  me  for  not  paying  my  duty  fo  often  as  I  ought  by 
giving  of  an  account  of  our  N.  Engd  proceedings  to  which 
you  were  pleafed  to  lay  ye  foundation.  Mr  Blathwayt  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Road  Iflanders  will  furrender  their  charter 
upon  his  Maties  letter  to  them.  Some  tyme  fince  I  putt  in 
the  names  of  very  honeft  &  the  beft  men  of  eftates  in  Boflon 
Colony  to  be  of  ye  Councill.  I  heare  they  are  recommended 
to  the  Govr  [Kirke]  who  may  either  admitt  or  refufe  them 
according  to  his  own  pleafure.  I  know  none  of  them  will 
come  to  heare  divine  fervice,  which  may  be  a  fufficient 
ground  to  fett  them  afide.”  443 

The 

443  Collettion  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  I  had  in  my  life  that  yor  Lord?55  have 
lipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  given  me  an  oppertunity  to  remove  from 
Southwell,  29  January,  1684-5,  P°ft-  thefe  unreafonable  people.”  See  Tran- 

Governor  Cranfield  writes  to  the  fcripts  of  New  Hampfhire  Documents 
Committee,  6  January,  1684-5.  “  I  ef-  by  J.  S.  Jennefs. 

teeme  it  the  greateft  happinefs  that  ever 
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The  rumor  having  reached  Bofton  that  the  charter  was 
condemned  and  that  Colonel  Kirke  was  coming  with  a  large 
force  444  led  Governor  Bradftreet  to  call  a  fpecial  meeting  of 
the  General  Court.445  An  addrefs  was  prepared  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  King,  differing  very  little  from  thofe  already 
fent,  the  12th  of  March  was  appointed  to  be  kept  as  a  day 
of  humiliation,  and  a  letter  fent  to  Mr.  Humphreys,  faying, 
“  How  far  we  are  indebted  to  yourfelfe  we  know  not  till 
we  heare  from  you :  we  would  willingly  difcharge  our  debts 
while  we  have  it  [the  means]  efpecially  to  your  felfe,  to 
whom  for  your  friendfhip  as  well  as  fervice  we  are  deeply 
indebted.”  446  While  the  colonifts  were  waiting  anxioufly  for 
further  and  authentic  news  Charles  II.  died,447  and  James  II. 
was  proclaimed  King  on  February  6th.448  , 


444  Fitz-John  Winthrop  writes  from 
Conne<5ticut  to  James  Fitch,  28  January, 
1684-5.  “  He  [Captain  Jenner]  reports 
that  the  charter  of  the  Mattachufetts 
was  condemned  the  laft  terme  in  Lon¬ 
don;  that  one  Coll.  Kirke,  who  was 
Governor  of  Tangere,  is  coming  there 
with  6  or  7  frygatts  &  5,000  men  ;  Mr. 
Randolph  to  be  fecretary  &  regifter,  & 
feverall  gent,  there  to  be  of  the  con- 
cill.”  See  Maffachufetts  Hiflorical  So¬ 
ciety  Colletdions ,  Fifth  Series ,  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  300. 

445  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.465.  28th  January  1684-5.  Forthe 
addrefs  fee  ibid.,  p.  466;  alfo  Maffa- 
chufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI.  p.  338, 
under  date  of  January  31. 

446  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  338.  Letter  to  Robert  Hum¬ 
phrey  about  condemnation  of  charter, 
31  Jan.  1684-5  >  alfo  Maffachufetts 
Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  468. 

447  Hiftory  of  England,  by  Macaulay. 
Vol.  I.  p.  336,  ed.  1861,  for  an  account 


of  the  death  of  Charles  II.,  and  of  his 
acknowledgment  before  death,  that  he 
belonged  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  In  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh 
People ,  by  J.  R.  Green,  ed.  1888,  p.  664, 
is  the  following :  “  All  the  children  of 
his  miftreffes  fave  Monmouth  were 
gathered  round  the  bed ;  and  then  the 
bilhops  moved  him  as  he  was  the  Lord’s 
anointed  and  the  father  of  his  country 
to  blefs  them  alfo  and  all  that  were  there 
prefent,  and  in  them  the  general  body 
of  his  fubjedts.  Whereupon,  the  room 
being  full,  all  fell  down  upon  their  knees 
and  he  raifed  himfelf  in  his  bed  and 
very  folemnly  bleffed  them  all.” 

448  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol. 
CVI.  p.  340,  for  the  printed  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  acceffion  of  James  II. 
“  London.  Printed  by  the  affigns  of 
fohn  Bill  deceaf’d,  and  by  Henry 
Hills  and  Thomas  Newcomb,  Printers 
to  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Maiefty. 
1684.” 

He  was  proclaimed  in  Bofton  on 

April 
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A  fhort  time  before  that  event  Randolph  had  written  to 
Dudley:  “  I  queftion  not  but  you  will  have  reports,  as  if  a 
great  fleet  of  fhips,  with  regements  of  horfe  and  foot,  are 
coming  againft  you,  but  I  know  of  no  fuch  thing,  only  I 
believe  a  frigott  or  two  will  attend  the  governor.  I  remem¬ 
ber  what  you  advife,  that  the  government  be,  in  the  firft 
place,  tranfpofed  and  committed  to  the  care  of  fitting  per- 
fons  upon  the  place  to  prepare  and  accommodate  affairs 
againft  the  arrival  of  the  governor.  I  am  not  wanting  to 
prefs  for  liberty  of  confcience  and  confirmation  of  all  your 
rights  and  poffeffions,  and  have  nominated  according  to 
what  was  agreed  betwixt  you  and  myfelfe,  perfons  for  the 
councill.  The  King  has  been  pleafed  to  make  me  fecretary 
and  regifter  of  New-England.  I  have  nominated  you  for 
the  King’s  receiver-generall  of  all  New  England,  which 
will  be  a  place  of  profit.  I  had  other  things  to  propofe  on 
your  behalfe,  but  that  mult  attend  a  further  opportunitie. 
Its  yet  uncertain  whether  proceffe  will  iffue  out  againft 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut  Collony  to  bring  in  both 
them  before  the  governour  come  over,  or  to  do  that  after¬ 
ward,  in  cafe  they  refufe  to  fubmit  to  a  general  governour. 
Here  was  fent  over  a  moft  fcandilous  paper,  preached,  as 

tis 


April  20th,  fee  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall. 
“  The  King  was  proclaimed ;  8  com¬ 
panies,  the  Troop,  and  feveral  Gentle¬ 
men  on  horfeback  affifting ;  three 
Volleys  and  then  Canon  fired.  Mr. 
Blathwayt  writes  to  Simon  Bradftreet 
Efq.  fuperfcribed  for  his  Majefties  Ser¬ 
vice,  advifing  that  ’twould  be  belt  for 
us  early  to  doe  it ;  and  our  charter 
being  vacated  in  Law  and  no  Govern¬ 


ment  fettled  here,  was  the  reafon  we 
were  not  writt  to.”  The  proclamation 
was  made  in  High  Street,  by  Edward 
Rawfon,  Secretary,  who  was  on  horfe¬ 
back.  See  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol. 
V.  p.  473.  The  proclamation  con¬ 
firmed  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  in 
their  pofitions  until  his  Majeftys  pleaf- 
ure  be  further  known. 
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tis  faid,  by  Mr.  Moody  and  Mr.  Mather ;  the  Duke  of 
Yorke  hath  a  copy  of  it,  and  others  have  coppies  alfo; 
twill  doe  your  country  great  prejudice  and  put  jealoufies 
into  the  minde  of  the  councel  here,  as  if  the  collony  would 
not  abide  by  the  judgment  againft  their  charter,  but  ftand 
lip  to  defend  their  liberties.  My  bufinefs  has  been  and 
fhall  be  to  ward  off  as  much  as  I  can.”  449  In  his  efforts  to 
prevent  the  fending  of  Colonel  Kirke  to  New  England  Ran¬ 
dolph  appealed  very  ftrongly  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph. 
“  I  hope  when  his  Majefty  is  made  fenfible  that  there  is 
more  need  of  a  prudent  man  to  reconcile  then  of  a  hott, 
heady  paffionate  Soldier  to  force  ;  that  the  Gentn  under  pref- 
ent  thoughts  may  be  defigned  for  a  Service  more  proper  for 
his  qualifications.  Its  great  pitty  &  lookes  like  injuflice 
that  a  great  country  of  good  fubjedts  fhould  not  have  fome 
tyme  of  tryall  before  they  are  all  at  once  condemned  to  the 
paffion  &  avarice  of  an  unreafonable  man,  befides  ’twill 
above  all  greatly  reflect  upon  our  church  to  have  men  of  ill 
principles  &  debauched  lives  appeare  as  the  promoters  of 
that  religion,  they  fo  much  difhonour  in  their  converfation. 
Should  a  Govr  go  over  who  will  tread  in  Mr  Cranfield’s  fteps 
or  do  worfe  things  if  poffible,  It  will  cool  the  inclinations  of 
good  men  and  make  them  take  the  firft  occafion  to  free 
themfelves.  I  am  well  affured  that  they  will  eafily  upon 
Grant  of  a  Generali  Pardon,  liberty  of  Confcience  &  Con¬ 
firmation  of  Propertyes  be  ready  to  fubfcribe  to  any  condi¬ 
tion  his  Majefty  fhall  bee  pleafed  to  propofe  and  a  prudent 

fober 

449  Hutchinfon' s  Colle  Elion  of  Papers,  ter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  Jofeph 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  283.  Let-  Dudley,  9  January,  1684 S,poJl. 
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fober  Gent"  fent  their  Govr  will  be  very  acceptable  to  the 
people,  which  is  the  only  way  to  preferve  them  from  Ruine. 
’Tis  the  intereft  of  the  Crowne  to  keep  up  thofe  inhabitants 
after  they  have  fubmitted  to  his  Maties  regulation,  for  they 
are  a  Great  body  of  people,  fober  &  induftrious  &  in  tyme 
of  Warr  able  to  drive  the  french  out  of  all  their  American 
dominions  and  be  a  Good  defence  &  releife  to  all  his  Majef- 
ties  forain  Plantations.  The  prefent  date  of  that  country  is 
in  moft  circumftances  very  like  that  of  England  at  the  tyme 
of  his  late  Majeflies  happy  reftauration :  and  I  can  confi¬ 
dently  aver,  That  the  moft  &  beft  part  of  the  Inhabitants 
groaning  under  above  30  years  oppreffion  will  as  much  rejoice 
upon  ye  hopes  of  liberty  as  wee  did  here.  Some  few  zealous 
perfons,  by  the  artifice  of  5  or  6  of  their  independent  minif- 
ters,  lately  gott  the  foie  management  of  their  Government, 
who  are  like  our  late  Sequeftrators450  in  zeale  &  ignorance.”451 

While  awaiting  further  orders  Randolph,  having  made  a 
reprefentation  to  the  Committee  that  there  was  no  impartial 
tribunal  in  New  England  to  try  caufes  between  individuals 
and  the  colonies,  was  ordered  “  to  prepare  a  paper  contain¬ 
ing  all  fuch  particulars  upon  which  a  Quo  Warranto  may 
bee  grounded  againfl:  their  Charters.”452  This  was  evidently 

aimed 


450  Alluding  to  the  fines  and  impofi- 
tions  placed  on  the  eftates  of  royalifts 
by  the  Parliamentary  party. 

451  New  England  Hiftorical  and 
Genealogical  Regifler,  Vol.  XXXVII. 
p.  268.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
Dr.  Lloyd,  Bilhop  of  St.  Afaph.  March, 
1685 ,pofl.  In  his  letter  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell  of  16  February,  Randolph 
gives  much  interefting  news  about  the 
royal  court,  fpeaking  among  other 


things  of  King  James’  attendance  at 
the  Queen’s  chapel,  “  ye  Princefie  Ann 
is  conftant  at  ye  chappell  &  yefterday 
all  the  noblemen  were  there  early 
&  heard  ye  fermon.”  See  Collection 
of  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps ,  16  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1684-5 ipofl-  At  the  firft  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Council  James  II.  had 
promifed  to  maintain  the  Church  of 
England. 

452  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 

Book 
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aimed  at  Connedlicut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  for  New  Hamp- 
fhire  was  already  a  royal  province,  and  Plymouth  had  no 
charter.  There  was  no  fear  felt,  however,  of  refiftance  being 
offered,  Maffachufetts  having  fallen,  and  the  other  colonies 
having  always  fhown  themfelves  fubmiffive.  In  the  mean 
time  events  had  taken  place  in  England  —  the  defeat  of  the 
Earl  of  Argyle  in  Scotland  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  in 
the  weft  of  England  —  which  made  the  Tory  party  ftronger 
than  ever.453  “  Never,  not  even  under  the  tyranny  of  Laud, 
had  the  condition  of  the  Puritans  been  fo  deplorable  as  at 
that  time.  Never  had  fpies  been  fo  actively  employed  in 
detecting  congregations.  Never  had  magiftrates,  grand 
jurors,  rectors,  and  church  wardens  been  fo  much  on  the 
alert.” 454 

Book  108,  page  140.  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture  wanted  in  New  England.  5  May- 
1685, /<?/?.  On  the  2d  of  May  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Mr.  Humphreys  the  letter  about 
the  lofs  of  the  Charter  already  alluded 
to,  enclofing  his  bill.  All  the  details  of 
the  expenfes  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI.  p. 

346,  including  coach  hire,  polling  from 
the  country  to  London,  tavern  fee,  fees 
to  the  eminent  lawyers,  Sir  Francis 
Pemberton,  Mr.  Pollexfen,  Mr.  Holt, 

Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  others,  copies  of 
legal  papers  etc.,  amounting  to  ^104. 

16.  08.  Having  already  received  in  two 
inftalments  £i2J.  17.  04  I  have  “  rett¬ 
ing  in  my  hands  towards  my  extraordi¬ 
nary  Paines  and  attendance  both  on  the 
matter  of  Law,  and  attempting  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  pardon  ^23.  00.  08.”  The  laft 
item  is  dated  Feb.  5,  “paid  Mr.  Pen- 
gry  for  a  copy  of  the  Judgment  and  ffee 
£S-  JO-  o.” 

453  For  the  trial  of  Oates  see  letter  of 


Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  9 
May,  1685,  in  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas 
Phillipps ,  pofl. 

James  II.  wrote  on  26  June  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Plymouth,  giving  an 
account  of  the  rebellion  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Argyle  in  the  Weft  Highlands,  and 
alfo  an  account  of  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth’s  landing,  “  who  is  being  pur¬ 
sued  by  troops.”  See  Maffachiifetts 
Hijlorical  Society  Collections ,  Fourth 
Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  139. 

454  it  This  may  be  fixed  upon  as  the 
moment  at  which  the  enthufiasm  of  the 
Tory  party  reached  the  zenith.  Even 
the  capital  was  profoundly  obfequious. 
The  lawyers  and  traders  vied  with  each 
other  in  fervility.  But  nowhere  was 
the  fpirit  of  loyalty  llronger  than  in  the 
two  Univerfities.  The  legiflature  of 
the  northern  kingdom  was  as  obfequi¬ 
ous  as  thofe  provincial  eftates  which 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth  Hill  fuffered  to 
play  at  fome  of  their  ancient  fundlions 

in 
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On  the  firfl  of  July  arrived  in  Bofton  a  copy  of  the  judg¬ 
ment,  which  was  delivered  the  following  day  to  Secretary 
Rawfon.455  Although  the  notice  was  not  official,  the  news 
of  the  condemnation  of  the  charter  led  the  magiftrates  to 
convene  the  elders  to  afk  their  advice  in  fo  grave  a  junc¬ 
ture.456  Accordingly  the  General  Court  met  on  the  21ft  of 
July  and  held  a  conference  with  the  minifters.457  There 
was  much  diffenfion,  fome  favoring  immediate  fubmiffion, 
and  others,  the  majority,  holding  the  opinion  that  the 
“  Government  ought  not  to  give  way  to  another  till  the 
Generali  Court  had  feen  and  judged  of  the  Comifion  ” 
of  the  new  Governor.458  “  There  were  all  the  fymptoms 

of 


in  Britanny  and  Burgundy.  None  but 
an  Epifcopalian  could  fit  in  the  Scottilh 
Parliament,  and  in  Scotland  an  Epifco¬ 
palian  was  always  a  Tory.  In  general 
the  Puritan  fpirit  feemed  to  be  more 
effectually  cowed  at  this  conjuncture 
than  at  any  moment  before  or  fince. 
The  Tory  pamphleteers  boafted  that 
not  one  fanatic  dared  to  move  tongue 
or  pen  in  defence  of  his  religious  opin¬ 
ions.”  See  Hiftory  of  England,  by  T. 
B.  Macaulay,  Vol.  I.  p.  365,  ed.  1861. 

455  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  “  1685 
July  1.  Commencement  day.  Peter 
Butler  comes  in  from  London,  brings 
news  of  the  King’s  coronation,  a  copy 
of  the  judgment  about  145  pages  colt 
5lb-  10.”  “July  2.  Conference  at  his 
Honours;  were  unanimous  as  to  what 
difcourfed  relating  to  our  Circumftan- 
ces,  the  charter  being  condemned.” 

456  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p. 
492.  Order  to  convene  the  Elders,  July 
10,  “  that  the  reund  elders  of  the  feverall 
tounes  be  defired  to  meet  &  conferr  wth 
this  Court  in  council,  the  21  inftant,  at 
eight  of  the  clock  in  the  morning.” 


457  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  494. 

458  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall ,  1 685, 
Tuefday,  July  21.  “This  day  about  31 
minifters  meet.  Mr.  Higginfon  Prayes 
excellently :  Governor  gives  the  Quef- 
tion.  Dine  all  together  at  Monk’s  [Blue 
Anchor  Tavern].  After  diner  about  3 
or  4  oclock,  they  give  their  anfveare. 
The  Meeting  has  been  unconfortable, 
and  I  doubt  will  breed  great  Ani- 
mofities.  Friday  July  24.  Very  fharp 
debates  about  fubmiffion  &c.  upon  a 
Govenour’s  arrival,  occafioned  by  a 
vote  from  the  Deputies  to  the  purpofe 
that  the  Court  be  adjourned  till  3d 
Wednefday  in  Auguft  except  fome  de¬ 
mand  of  the  Government,  and  no  an- 
fwer  to  be  given  till  the  convening  of 
the  General  Court.  Addrefs  [to  the 
King]  is  paft  but  feveral  did  not  vote  of 
which  felf  one.”  The  addrefs  is  found 
in  Maffachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  359 ;  alfo  in  Maffachufetts  Records, 
Vol.  V.  p.  495.  It  was  fent  back  by 
Mr.  Humphreys. 

For  the  “  Certificate  as  to  the  true 
opinion  of  the  Elders  as  to  the  Surren¬ 
der 


Edward  Randolph.  257 

of  an  expiring  conftitution.  Little  businefs  was  done  at  the 
court.”459 

Having  prepared  his  articles  againft  Rhode  Ifland  and 
Connecticut,  Randolph  prefented  them  to  the  Committee, 
where  they  were  read  July  15th:  “And  to  the  intent  no 
time  may  be  loft  in  profecuting  thofe  Articles  to  Effect 
which  will  otherwife  much  hinder  the  fettlement  of  New 
England :  It ’s  humbly  prayed  that  writts  of  Quo  warranto 
may  be  forthwith  iffued  out  againft  the  Govern15  &  Com- 
panyes  of  those  Colonys,  That  their  Charters  being  vacated 
they  alfoe  may  thereby  be  United  under  His  majties  Lawes 
and  Government.”  460  The  mifdemeanors  charged  againft 
thofe  colonies  were  fimilar  to  thofe  charged  againft  Maffa- 
chufetts.461  No  time  was  loft.  Two  days  later  the  Privy 

Council 


der  of  the  Government  to  a  governour 
appointed  by  the  Crown  ”  and  the  “  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  Diflfent  ”  fee  M affachufetts 
Archives ,  Vol.  CCXLII.  p.  328,  printed 
in  M affachufetts  Hiftorical  Society 
Proceedings ,  June,  1871.  The  certifi¬ 
cate  says  that  27  minifters  were  prefent. 

On  July  24  the  General  Court  or¬ 
dered  that  “  befides  the  balance  of  23'’ 
retting  in  his  hands,  Mr.  Humphreys 
thould  alfo  receive  five  pounds  more  to 
buy  him  a  good  beaver  hatt,”  and  on 
the  25th  “  for  your  great  care  &  trouble 
from  time  to  time  in  our  bufinefs  wee 
have  ordered  our  Treafurer  to  make 
payment  to  you  of  Eighty  Pounds  by 
ye  hands  of  Mr.  John  Ives,  which  wee 
pray  yow  to  accept  of  as  a  fmall  com- 
penfation  from  a  poor  people.”  Maffa- 
chufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  496,  and 
MaJJ'achufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI. 
p.  350.  Mr.  Humphreys’  receipt  for 
thirty  pounds  dated  25  September,  1685, 

vol.  I.  —  33 


is  in  M ajjachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  CVI. 
P-  367- 

469  Hijlory  of  Majfach  u fetts  Bay,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  340. 
In  May  the  Council  had  refufed  to  give 
an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Thacher,  the  deputy 
collector,  as  to  the  queftion  whether 
a  velfel  from  a  foreign  port  in  cafe  of 
entry  not  being  made,  was  liable  to 
feizure  according  to  the  15th  of  the 
King,  or  laws  of  the  colony.  See  M af¬ 
fachufetts  Archives,  Vol.  LXI.  p.  276. 
“  Quettion  as  to  entry  of  veflels  from 
foreign  ports.”  21  May,  1685. 

460  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
54  (245).  Randolph’s  petition  againft 
Rhode  Ifland  &  Connecticut,  15  July, 
1685,  pofi.  Printed  in  Rhode  Ifland 
Records,  Vol.  III.  p.  175. 

461  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  108,  p.  163.  Randolph’s  repre- 
fentation  read,  15  July,  16 8$,pofl. 
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Council  ordered  that  writs  be  brought  againft  Rhode  Ifland 
and  Connecticut,  and  for  the  Attorney  General  “  to  enter 
ye  like  Writs  of  Quo  Warranto  againft  ye  refpective  Proprie¬ 
tors  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfy,  and  of  Delaware,  if  he  fhall 
find  caufe,  it  being  of  very  great  &  growing  prejudice  to 
yor  Mats  affaires  in  ye  Plantation  &  to  yor  Cuftoms  here, 
that  fuch  independent  Governments  be  kept  up  &  main¬ 
tained  wthout  a  nearer  &  more  I  mediate  Dependence  on 
yor  Maty.”  462  Thefe  writs  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Randolph 
to  be  ferved  by  him.  He  writes,  July  30th,  “  I  have  5  Quo 
Warrtos  by  me ;  againft  Connecticut,  Road  Ifland,  the  two 
Eaft  &  Weft  New  Jarfeyes  &  Delaware.  I  am  in  great  ex¬ 
pectation  of  orders  to  go  to  New  Engd  in  a  little  tyme :  with 
a  commiffion  to  fettle  a  temporary  Goml  there;  &  alfo  with 
a  new  commiffion  for  my  office  of  collector  in  regard  fome 
ill  perfons  have  broak  open  the  office  &  taken  away  my 
former  Commiffion  as  ye  Govr  of  Bofton  writes  me.  There 
have  been  2  orders  of  Councill  fucceffively  directed  for  a 
Quo  Warrt0  againft  the  Gom*  of  Lord  Baltimore.  The  pro¬ 
ject 


462  New  York  Colonial  Documents, 
Vol.  1 1 1 .  p.  362,  poft.  Alfo  Rhode  Ifland 
Colonial  Records,  Vol.  III.  p.  176. 
Alfo  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut, 
Vol.  III.  p.  349. 

Randolph  adds  Maryland  and  Penn- 
fylvania.  See  his  Short  Narrative 
under  date  of  15  July,  1685 ,poJl.  “  The 
Attorney  Gen"  ordered  to  iffue  out  writs 
of  Quo  Warranto  age  ye  Collony  of 
Rhode  Ifland,  Connetticutt  &c.  and 
againft  ye  feveral  Proprietors  of  May- 
land,  Penfilvania  and  Eaft  and  Weft 
Jarfy.”  On  the  17th  Delaware  was 
alfo  named.  See  Maryland  Archives, 


Vol.  V.  p.  445.  On  21  April,  1686,  a 
requeft  was  made  that  the  quo  warrantos 
fhould  be  profecuted  to  effedt.  See 
ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  456.  Pennfylvania  was, 
however,  not  named.  On  April  30, 
1687,  it  was  again  moved  that  the  quo 
warrantos  fhould  be  carried  out  againft 
Maryland,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Ifland, 
Providence  Plantation,  Eaft  and  Weft 
Jerfey,  and  Delaware.  See  ibid.,  Vol. 
V.  p.  541.  The  King’s  pleafure  was 
afked  18  May,  1687.  On  May  28  the 
King  gave  the  required  order  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court. 
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ject  of  ye  New  Duty  upon  Tobacco  goes  on  but  heavily  as 
yet.  It  is  fallen  idJ  in  ye  pound  in  Holland.”463 

At  this  time  the  official  connection  of  Randolph  with 
New  England  came  very  near  being  broken  off.  There 
was  a  profpect  of  his  being  appointed  to  the  Governorffiip 
of  Bermuda.  Through  his  friend  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  to 
whom  he  owed  much,  and  whofe  advice  he  prized,  he  wiffied 
to  find  out  how  Lord  Clarendon,  then  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
whom  he  calls  “my  noble  patron  &  great  friend,”  and  with 
whom  he  was  now  connected  by  marriage,  viewed  the  pro¬ 
ject.  He  hoped  alfo  to  interefl  the  Dukes  of  Ormond  and 
Beaufort,  “to  whom  my  fervices  to  the  crown  are  well 
known.”  He  wrote  hesitatingly,  however,  about  the  place, 
for,  “  I  am  heartily  fo  well  inclined  to  New  Engd  that  tho  I 
have  for  io  yeares  tyme  been  mortified  by  their  ill  treatment 
&  have  now  2  writts  of  Quo  Warranto  ag*  ye  Colonyes  of 
Connecticut  &  Road  Ifland,  which  makes  me  obnoxious  to 
the  whole  Plantation  yett  after  all  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  I  may  live  very  happily  there,  for  they  will  in  tyme  be 
convinced  of  their  folly  in  contending  with  their  prince, 
unleffe  they  be  condemned  to  that  mifery  to  have  Coll.  Kerk 
to  be  their  Govr  then  tho  I  go  under  the  gard  of  his 
Majties  favour  &  Protection  aflured  me  in  his  inftructions 
yett  heel’  break  thro  all,  and  the  harder  he  preffes  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  heavier  muff  be  my  tafke  &  the  greater  my  per¬ 
plexities  fo  that  I  muff  expect  betwixt  Govr  &  people  to  be 
ground  to  powder.  Since  the  great  carnage  he  has  made  in 

ye 

463  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert 
Southwell,  30  July,  i 68$,  pojl. 
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ye  Weft  he  will  be  much  more  arbitrary  &  oppreffing,  and  I 
had  rather  have  100/  a  yeare  in  New  Engd  under  a  quiet 
prudent  Govr  then  500/  if  he  were  upon  ye  place.  The 
troubles  I  mett  there  in  1681,  broak  my  wives  heart.  I  pre¬ 
fer  the  quiett  &  fatisfacftion  of  my  family  before  money  which 
I  have  no  hopes  of  expecting  if  he  goes  Governour,  fo  that 
upon  fuch  termes  N.  Engd  will  be  no  place  for  mee.  On 
the  other  hand  fhould  I  bring  the  people  of  Bermuda,  who 
have  been  mutinous,  to  a  quiet  temper  &  the  place  come 
to  be  any  way  by  their  trade  to  be  confiderable  as  N.  York 
was  to  Sr  Edmund  Andros,  how  foon  was  he  upon  unlucky 
miftakes  unkindly  laid  afide,  so  that  I  am  now  after  10 
yeares  tofting  about  the  world  under  fuch  uncertaintyes  that 
I  can  find  no  releife  like  application  to  yourfelfe ;  from  whom 
I  have  from  ye  firft  of  my  undertakings  received  fafe  &  prof- 
perous  directions.  Bermodos  at  firft  fight  feemes  full  of 
difficultyes,  but  nothing  like  living  under  a  debauched  Athe- 
ifticall  perfon  who  will  doe  his  Matie  in  one  yeare  more  dif¬ 
ference  then  20  yeares  indulgence  can  repaire.  This  I 
fpeake  from  ye  experience  I  have  had  of  the  people  who  will 
not  be  forced  &  fince  the  French  King  at  this  juncture  is 
bidding  faire  for  the  Spanilh  Weft  Indies,  he  will  not  be 
wanting  to  engage  the  Indians  on  ye  backfide  of  New  Engd 
to  make  another  incurfion,  &  then  what  by  the  oppofition 
of  an  incroaching  Govr  on  ye  one  hand  &  falfe  neighbours 
on  the  other,  that  hopefull  &  moft  neceffary  plantation  to 
the  Crown  will  in  a  few  yeares  be  brought  to  utter  ruine.”464 

Having 

464  Colleftion  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  I  Auguft,  1685, 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  pofl.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  Robert  dated 
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Having  experienced  the  ill  confequences  of  delay  in  the 
cafe  of  Maffachufetts,  Randolph  defired  to  crofs  the  Atlantic 
as  foon  as  poffible,  fo  as  to  make  a  return  of  the  fervice  of 
the  writs  againft  Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut  within  the 
legal  time.  He,  accordingly,  propofed  on  Auguft  3  that  he 
fhould  fail  in  a  veffel  that  was  to  leave  direCtly  for  New 
England  within  three  weeks.405  The  Committee  approved 
of  his  propofal,  “  and  M'  Randolph  having  offered  to  goe  in 
perfon  and  ferve  them  upon  the  refpeCtive  Corporations  in 
New  England,  their  Lop.s  think  fitt  That  His  Matys  directions 
bee  received  in  this  matter.” 466 

Being  determined  to  prevent,  if  poffible,  Governor  Kirke 
from  going  to  Maffachufetts,  Randolph  saw  Lord  Clarendon 
upon  the  fubjeCt.  After  the  interview,  he  writes,  “  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal  has  affured  me  that  I  fhall  be  taken  care  of 
wheither  ye  Govr  goes  or  not  &  wee  want  onely  a  Committee 
to  give  life  to  ye  affaire.  They  [the  colonifts]  are  affrighted 
at  their  N.  Govr  &  fhould  he  paffe  the  feas  into  forain  parts 
whither  then  will  they  remove.  I  hope  all  will  end  well. 
Mr  Pipps  [Pepys]  has  a  report  from  ye  Commrs  of  ye  Navye 
who  exceedingly  like  my  propofall  &  defire  40  trees  to  be 
provided  in  N.  Engd  for  a  prefent  fupply.467  I  heare  little 
of  Coll.  Kirk  &  many  are  of  opinion  that  he  will  not  go. 
I  was  yefterday  in  clofe  waite  upon  L?  P.  Seale  at  Winfor 

in 

3  Auguft,  he  fpeaks  of  a  report  that  466  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
“Fergufon  is  gott  over  to  Holland,”  Book  108,  p.  173.  Randolph’s  Pro- 
pojl.  pofals  concerning  5  Writs  of  Quo  War- 

465  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Records ,  ranto.  3  Auguft,  1685,  pofl. 

Vol.  III.  p.  1 77.  Mr.  Randolph’s  pro-  467  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
pofals  about  Quo  Warranto,  3  Auguft,  lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
1685 ,poJl.  Alfoin  Colonial  Records  of  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  8  Auguft,  1685, 
Connecticut ,  Vol.  III.  p.  351.  pojl. 
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in  hopes  to  have  my  papers  about  a  temporary  Gom*  read 
&  ordred,  but  I  feare  his  Lordfp  forgott  my  paper,  as  his 
Majt!es  tyme  was  taken  up  with  examining  the  prifoners 
from  the  Weft.”  468  His  paper,  however,  was  not  forgotten, 
and  its  contents  was  approved  of  by  the  Privy  Council.  It 
recited  the  fact  that  more  than  nine  months  had  elapfed 
ftnce  the  charter  was  condemned  and  no  government  had 
yet  been  fettled  by  royal  authority.  Confequently,  the  Puri¬ 
tan  faction  retaining  power,  irregular  trade  was  carried  on 
to  the  detriment  of  the  King’s  revenues.  “  It  is  therefore 
humbly  propofed  that  his  Majefty  would  gracioufly  pleafe 
forthwith  to  order  a  temporary  government,  by  his  com- 
miftion  to  the  beft  difpofed  perfons  upon  the  place  untill 
fuch  time  as  his  Majefty ’s  Governor  Generali  fhall  be  dis¬ 
patched  from  hence  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  all 
the  Collonys  in  New  England.  The  Quo  Warrantos  againft 
the  Collonys  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland  are  return¬ 
able  the  next  term ;  now  to  the  intent  his  Majefty ’s  profecu- 
tions  againft  thofe  Collonys  be  not  by  the  difficulty  of  a 
winter’s  voyage  rendered  ineffectual,  It  is  neceffary  (as  I 
humbly  conceive)  that  fome  perfon  be  difpatched  thither 
with  orders  to  that  purpofe,  upon  the  firft  fhip  which  fails 
from  hence  to  Bofton ;  and  if  his  Majefty  pleafe  to  commit 
that  fervice  to  my  charge,  with  the  conveyance  of  a  Com- 
miffion  to  ere6t  a  temporary  government  there,  I  queftion 

not 

468  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  di refled  to  ferve  ye  Quo  Warranto  upon 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  my  Ld  Baltimore,  Proprietor  of  Mary- 
to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  17  Auguft,  land,  and  ye  Proprietors  of  Eaft  and 
1685,  pof.  Weft  Jarfey,  and  to  ferve  ye  two  writs 

Under  date  of  Auguft  15th  Randolph  upon  ye  Colonies  of  R.  Ifland  and 
fays  in  his  Short  Narrative :  “  I  was  Connetticutt,  all  wch  I  duely  pformed.” 
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not  but  to  give  his  Majefty  a  good  account  of  that  affair ;  and 
alfo  the  two  Collonys  againft  which  Quo  Warrantos  are 
iffued,  and  fo  by  that  means  bring  the  feveral  Collonys  in 
New  England  to  a  united  and  nearer  dependance  upon  the 
Crown.” 469 

Feeling  fure  that  no  oppofition  would  arife  from  Rhode 
Ifland  and  Connecticut,  and  that  all  the  Colonies  of  New 
England  would  foon  be  united  under  a  Governor  General, 
Randolph  begged  “  that  in  Confideration  of  his  paft  fervices 
his  Matie  would  gracioufly  pleafe  to  grant  him  the  Office  of 
Secretary  &  Regifter  of  thofe  places  which  are  or  fhall 
be  brought  under  his  Maties  Govern1,  Gen11  of  New  Engd.”470 
“  Whereupon  their  Lop.s  agree  to  confider  further  of  this  Peti¬ 
tion  when  the  Government  of  all  the  Colonys  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  fhall  be  fetled.” 471  His  perfeverance  was  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  and  it  was  decided  to  ereCt  a  temporary  govern¬ 
ment  in  Maffachufetts.  “  I  have  gaind  ye  point  &  am  earn¬ 
ing  over  with  me  a  Commiffion  for  a  Temporary  Goml.  I 
hope  it  will  fucceed.  I  am  now  preffed  with  great  zeal  by 
ye  Comm?  of  ye  Cuftoms  to  goe  to  New  England  with  large 
powers  from  them.”  472  “  Mr  Blaithwayt  is  haftning  my  dif- 

patches  for  N.  Engd  and  the  propofalls  about  fupplying  his 
Matie  with  mails  will  take  effeCt :  for  M'Sec17  Pipps  [Pepys] 
has  directions  to  confult  &  conclude  the  matter  with  ye  Commrs 

of 

469  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Records ,  471  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 

Vol.  III.  p.  178.  Mr.  Randolph’s  Pro-  Book  108,  p.  186.  Petitions  of  Ran- 
pofals  about  Quo  Warranto,  18  Auguft,  dolph  &  Gove.  26  Auguft,  168 $,pofl. 
1685,  pojl.  Alfo  Colonial  Records  of  472  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
Connetticut ,  Vol.  III.  p.  352.  lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 

470  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  54  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  29  Auguft,  1685, 
(358).  Randolph’s  Petition  to  be  Secre-  pofl . 

tary  of  N.  Engd.  26  August,  1685,  po/l. 
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of  the  Navye;  as  yet  is  no  tidings  of  ye  Earl  of  Macklesfield, 
I  faw  his  fon  in  clofe  cuftody  in  ye  Tower  at  the  tyme  I 
called  upon  Gove,  Mr  Cranfeilds  traytor,  whom  Mr  Blath- 
wayt  has  gott  fett  at  liberty:  all  is  in  great  peace  &  quiett 
with  us,  yet  the  Virginia  merchts  are  under  diffatisfadfion 
about  their  Tobacco.”  473  His  anxiety  to  crofs  the  Atlantic 
before  the  winter  dorms  fhould  fet  in,  and  to  ferve  the  writs 
within  the  legal  time,  led  Randolph  to  fend  a  memorial  to 
the  Committee  “  humbly  intreating  that  the  Commiffion  pre¬ 
pared  by  Mr  Blathwayt  may  be  read  before  yr  Lordsps  enter 
upon  the  matters  in  difference  betwixt  ye  Ld  Baltamore  & 
Mr  Penn,  and  that  ye  Exemplification  of  ye  Judgm*  ag*  the 
Bofton  Charter  be  laid  before  yr  Lordsps  at  ye  next  Committee, 
lead;  I  be  forced  to  day  yet  longer  for  it.  A  great  part  of  the 
tyme  limited  for  Serving  ye  Quo  Warrantee’s  upon  ye  Col- 
onyes  of  Connedlicutt  &  Road  Idand  is  allready  lapfd  & 
Its  necedary  for  his  Mates  Service  that  I  bee  forthwith  dis¬ 
patch’d  for  New  Engd.”  In  the  memorial  he  enclofed  a  lid 
of  names  of  thofe  whom  he  thought  fuitable  for  the  podtion 
of  members  of  the  temporary  Council,  including  Maffachu- 
fetts,  New  Hampfhire,  Maine,  and  the  King’s  Province,  and 
adding  the  number  of  Affembly  men  to  be  allotted  to  the 
different  towns.474  His  lid  was  ufed  by  the  Committee. 
Among  thofe  fuggeded  was  Robert  Mafon,  who  received 
the  appointment.  “  Mr  Mafon  is  nominated  one  of  our 

Councill : 

473  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  with  Names  of  Men  fit  to  be  Council- 

lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  l™  2  September,  1685,  pofl.  See  alfo 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  1  September,  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phillipps. 
1685,  pofl.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  South- 

474  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  well,  7  September,  1685,  pofl. 

54  (359)-  Memorial  of  Mr.  Randolph 
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Councill :  ’twill  be  a  great  favour  to  him  and  promote  the 
generall  defign  of  their  quiett  lettlement,  if  you  would  pleafe 
by  your  letter  before  I  go,  to  advife  him  to  moderation,  for 
I  feare  when  he  comes  to  be  mated  with  fome  of  his  former 
antagonifts  twill  tranfport  his  paffion  &  putt  all  into  a  fer¬ 
ment.  I  lately  laid  before  the  Committee  a  paper  inform¬ 
ing  that  I  was  ready  to  go :  But  fhewed  the  impoffibility  of 
my  fecuring  the  trade  of  that  countrey  extending  above  ioo 
leagues  upon  ye  fea :  &  that  unlefs  there  be  a  fmall  frigott 
to  plye  upon  that  Coaft  their  fhipps  will  now  more  than 
ever  fhip  off  Tobacco  &  Sugers  becaufe  of  the  late  imposi¬ 
tions  in  Engd.  I  find  them  well  inclined  &  prepare  that 
matter  with  the  neceffity  of  having  a  Boat  &  men  alwayes 
to  attend  ye  King’s  fervice,  &  this  to  be  prefented  to  my  Ld 
Treafurer.  No  newes  who  fhall  be  Ld  Keeper:  the  vogue 
runns  for  ye  Ld  Jeffreyes:  this  will  very  much  delay  my 
difpatches  for  N.  Engd  &  bring  me  upon  ye  Coaft  in  the  ex- 
treamity  of  their  ftormy  feafon,  which  is  very  hazardous 
upon  ye  beginning  of  their  winter.  I  heartily  thank  you 
for  taking  notice  of  my  affaires  to  his  Grace  ye  D.  of 
Beaufort.” 475 

It  was  not  until  the  21st  of  September  that  Randolph’s 
commiflion  as  Secretary  and  foie  Regifter  for  the  Territory 
or  Dominion  of  New  England  was  iffued,  with  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  enjoyed  by  the  Secretary  and  Regifter  of  the  Ifland  of 
Jamaica  or  of  any  of  the  King’s  Plantations  in  America.476 

A 

475  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  CXXVI.  p.  95.  Commiffion  to  Ed- 
lipps.  Edward  Randolph  to  Sir  Robert  ward  Randolph,  printed  in  Majfachu- 
Southwell,  10  September,  1685,  pojl.  fetts  Hiflorical  Society  Collections , 

476  M ajfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol.  Third  Series,  Vol.  VII.  p.  16 1,  pojl. 
vol.  I.  — 34 
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A  few  days  later,  on  the  27th,  was  figned  the  order  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  New  England,  appointing  Jofeph  Dudley  Prefi- 
dent,  and  a  certain  number  of  Councillors,  including  Edward 
Randolph,  who  before  entering  upon  their  duties  were  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  To  them  was  granted  the  power  to 
a<5t  as  a  Court  of  Juftice,  an  appeal  lying  to  the  King  in 
Council  in  cafes  involving  a  fum  not  lefs  than  three  hundred 
pounds,  to  eredt  fubordinate  courts,  to  appoint  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  officers,  to  difcipline  the  militia,  to  continue  the  taxes, 
“  and  for  the  greater  eafe  and  fatisfadtion  of  Our  faid  Loving 
Subjects  in  matter  of  Religion,  Wee  do  hereby  will  require 
and  Command  that  liberty  of  Confcience  fhall  be  allowed 
unto  all  perfons,  and  that  fuch  efpecially  as  fhall  be  Con¬ 
formable  to  the  Rights  [rites]  of  the  Church  of  England 
fhall  be  particularly  Countenanced  and  encouraged.”  477 
The  bufinefs  of  New  England  being  thus  far  advanced 
Randolph  wrote  on  the  3d  of  Odtober  to  Sir  Robert  South- 
well  that  he  expedted  to  fail  in  about  ten  days  ;  that  he  had 
received  a  commiffion  478  to  be  “  Surveyor  of  all  the  King’s 

Woods 


477  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  252.  His  Ma‘ys  Commif¬ 
fion  for  the  Governin'  of  New  England. 
27  September,  1685,  ftojl.  In  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Collettions , 
Firfl  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  244,  the  date  is 
given  as  October  8th.  “In  witnefs 
whereof,  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  let¬ 
ters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  Our- 
felf  at  Weftminfter  the  8th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign.” 

478  State  Papers ,  Board  of  Trade , 
New  England ,  Vol.  V.  p.  437.  Docket 
of  Mr  Randolph’s  Commiffion,  0<5tober, 
1685,  pojl. 

In  the  Publications  of  the  Camden 


Society ,  1851,  under  the  head  of  moneys 
received  and  paid  for  fecret  fervices  of 
Charles  II.  and  James  II.  from  30th 
March,  1679,  to  25th  December,  1688, 
are  the  following  items  :  “  December 
26th.  1685.  To  Wendover  Lowndes,  for 
preparing  a  patent  to  conftitute  Edward 
Randolph  Survey  of  the  Woods  in 
New  England  39/.  gs.  2 d. 

To  John  Lloyd,  for  fo  much  money 
by  him  laid  out  and  expended  in  palling 
l’res  patents  to  conftitute  Edwd  Ran¬ 
dolph  collector,  furveyor,  and  fearcher 
of  the  cuftomesin  New  England 

51/.  x8j.  0 d.” 
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Woods  &  Tymber  in  Maine  within  io  miles  of  a  navigable 
river  with  40  or  50/  a  yeare  to  defray  the  Charge  of  furvey- 
ing  &  preferving  thofe  woods  from  fpoile,  which  will  be  all 
fpent  in  that  fervice ;  for  ’twill  be  chargeable  work  to 
travel  by  fea  &  land  above  120  miles  upon  the  coaft  of  that 
Province ;  and  now  as  to  your  fupplyes  of  the  production  of 
our  Country,  I  fliall  take  care  to  informe  my  felfe  what  is 
growing  there  that  hath  not  yett  been  fent  to  Engd.  Laft 
weeke  Mr  Blathwayt  was  propofing  that  Mr  Mafon  fhould 
quitt  his  pretenfions  in  N.  Engd  &  lay  all  at  his  Matie  ffeet 
upon  his  Matie  making  him  Govr  of  Bermodos  &  allowing  to 
him  &  his  heires  2  or  300/  yearely  for  ever  to  be  paid  out 
of  ye  quitt  rents  which  will  in  a  fhort  tyme  arife  to  his  Matie 
upon  this  fettlem*,  for  the  people  will  rather  pay  to  his 
Matie  6d  an  acre  than  one  farthing  to  Mr  Mafon,  &  now  fince 
Charters  are  at  fo  low  an  ebb  I  feare  his  Grants  will  hardly 
hold  out  upon  a  tryall  at  ye  Councill  Board,  but  I  know  not 
what  his  conceptions  may  bee  of  fuch  propofalls.  I  believe 
this  day  at  Winfor  I  may  have  a  further  difcourfe  with  Mr 
Blathwayt  of  this  matter.  I  feare  he  will  be  in  a  perpetuall 
conteft  about  his  lands  in  N.  Engd,  which  I  heartily  with  he 
had  fetled  to  his  fatisfaCtion.  Nothing  now  as  I  can  think 
of  can  encourage  Coll.  Kerk  to  expeCt  the  Goml  of  N.  Engl 
but  the  promife  of  his  late  Matie  which  how  farr  his  prefent 
Matie  will  oblige  himfelfe  to  take  notice  of  is  yet  queftion- 
able.  I  heare  the  Ld  Chancellour  is  now  well  fatisfied  that 
the  reports  of  his  manage  in  ye  Gonf  Taunton  are  more 
then  flying  rumors:  his  Matie  will  be  in  town  Tuefday  next. 
I  then  go  to  the  Downes,  aboard  ye  Rofe  frigott  to  gett  all 
things  in  readinefs  for  my  voyage  &  then  return  to  receive 

his 
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his  Mat,es  commands.”  479  After  vifiting  the  frigate  and 
meeting  the  commander,  Captain  George,  whom  he  de- 
fcribes  as  a  “  civill  perfon,”  he  fent  his  goods  from  London 
to  be  fhipped,  fo  as  to  be  ready  to  flart  at  once,480  and  re- 
quefted  that  a  certain  number  of  flags  fhould  be  fent  to  him 
from  the  Ordnance  Offlce  to  be  ufed  for  the  Caftle  and  forts 
of  New  England.481  “  I  am  now  preparing  for  ye  Downes  as 
faffc  as  I  can,  the  Capt.  being  impatient  of  a  longer  flay :  to¬ 
morrow  I  have  orders  for  500/  from  ye  Navy  board  &  by 
Monday  all  my  Commiffions  publick  &  private  will  be  com- 
pleated.  I  fhall  lett  Mr  Bulkley  &  Mr  Stoughton  know  you 
are  pleafed  to  continue  your  refpedts  to  them  &  deflre  the 
fettlement  of  their  diffracted  Countrey  upon  a  good  founda¬ 
tion.  I  have  found  extraordinary  civilityes  from  Mr  Secry 
Pepys  &  from  Sr  Richard  Haddock  beyond  what  I  could 
expect.  I  have  fpent  too  much  tyme  in  difcufling  my  bufl- 
nes:  Its  now  high  tyme  to  be  upon  action  in  which  God 
willing  I  fhall  ufe  all  care  &  circumfpedtion  to  acquitt  my- 
felfe  to  his  Matie  who  has  been  fo  bountifull  to  me  beyond 
my  propofalls  :  formerly  after  I  had  pas’d  the  Dangers  of  the 
feas  I  expected  a  greater  florm  a  fhoar  then  I  mett  with  in 
my  voyage  &  never  failed  of  my  expectation  :  but  now  mat¬ 
ters  turning  fo  quick  upon  their  freinds  in  England  I  fhall 
finde  them  all  in  our  N.  Governm!  of  another  minde  &  when 

they 

479  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  Is  a  rumor  in  Town  of  Joll’s  being  caft 

lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  away  on  the  Cape  and  all  the  PaiTengers 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  3  Odtober,  1685,  Loft  but  five  Persons.  Mr.  Randolph 
pofl.  drowned  :  but  fupofe  all  groundlefs.” 

480  Ibid.  Letter  of  Edward  Ran-  481  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle 

dolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  14  06to-  54  (367).  Pet1.1  of  Mr  Randolph  for 
ber,  1685,  pofl.  fflaggs.  17  October,  1685,  pofl. 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all.  “Oct1  13. 
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they  come  to  heare  that  Sheriffe  Cornifh  was  hanged  & 
quartered  in  the  heart  of  their  Citty  in  Cheapfide  upon  a 
Gibbett  againft  the  Guild  Hall  they  will  be  glad  to  be  quiett 
even  upon  any  tearmes :  my  bufines  fhall  be  to  gett  all  mat¬ 
ters  carried  fairely  for  his  Matie  &  the  generall  good  of  that 
country,  who  know  not  how  to  be  kind  to  themfelves.” 482 

The  execution  of  Mr.  Cornifh,  who  died  courageoufly,  a 
highly  refpedted  citizen  of  London,  arbitrarily  fentenced, 
was  well  calculated  to  ftrike  terror  in  the  Whig  party,  and 
difpose  the  colonifts  to  fubmiffion.483  This  was  the  time 
chofen  to  fend  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
to  Maffachufetts,  and  accordingly  the  Reverend  Robert 
Ratcliffe  was  feledted  by  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  and 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  Privy  Council  for 
“  a  kinde  entertainment  and  futable  maintenance.”  484  The 
preparations  for  Randolph’s  departure  moved  flowly.  On 

the 


482  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  23  Odtober,  1685, 
pojl. 

488  For  account  of  the  execution  fee 
Hi/iory  of  England,  by  T.  B.  Macaulay, 
ed.  1861,  Vol.  I.  p.  502.  “  The  govern¬ 
ment  was  peculiarly  defirous  to  find  vic¬ 
tims  among  the  great  Whig  merchants 
of  the  city.  One  of  the  moil  confider- 
able  among  them  was  Henry  Cornifh. 
He  had  been  an  Alderman  and  Sheriff. 
It  is  not  proved  by  truftworthy  evidence 
that  he  ever  approached  the  verge  of 
treafon.  The  bar  and  the  bench  united 
to  browbeat  the  unfortunate  Whig.  In 
fpite  of  the  indignant  murmurs  of  the 
public  he  fuffered  death  within  ten 
days  after  he  had  been  arrefted.  That 
no  circumftance  of  degradation  might 


be  wanting,  the  gibbet  was  fet  up  where 
King  Street  meets  Cheapfide,  in  fight 
of  the  houfe,  where  he  had  long  lived  in 
general  refpe6t,  of  the  Exchange  where 
his  credit  had  always  flood  high,  and 
of  the  Guildhall  where  he  had  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  a  popular  leader.” 

Hiflory  of  England,  by  James  Ralph, 
London,  1744,  Vol.  I.  p.  902.  “The 
very  Heart  of  Faction  was  broke  ;  and 
all  the  contefl  which  now  remained 
among  the  People,  feemed  to  be,  who 
fhould  go  fartheft  in  aggrandizing  the 
Prerogative,  and  in  enflaving  themfelves 
and  their  Pofterity.” 

484  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  259.  Mr  R.  Ratcliff  a  min- 
ifler  to  be  provided  for.  30  October, 
1685,  pojl. 
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the  5th  of  November  he  received  a  certain  number  of  docu¬ 
ments  to  carry  with  him,  among  others  a  copy  of  the  judg¬ 
ment,  the  commiffion  for  eredting  a  temporary  government, 
and  a  deputation  to  himfelf  from  Mr.  Blathwayt  to  be  audi¬ 
tor  of  New  England,485  and  a  few  days  later,  after  he  had 
reached  Deal,  ready  to  ftart,  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  com¬ 
miffion  from  the  King  appointing  Jofeph  Dudley  Vice 
Admiral,486  and  one  to  himfelf  to  be  Poll  Matter  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  from  the  Earl  of  Rochefter,  Poll  Matter  General.487 

Hoping 


485  Ibid.,  108,  p.  223.  Lift  of  Papers 
given  to  Randolph,  going  to  New  Eng¬ 
land.  5  Nov.,  1685.  Alfo  State  Papers , 
Colonial ,  Bundle  54  (369).  A  lift  of 
papers  received  from  the  Plantation 
Office  the  5th  of  November,  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  pojl. 

488  State  Papers ,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  266.  Commiffion  for  Mr. 
Jofeph  Dudley  to  be  Vice  Adm1.1  of  the 
Colony  of  New  England.  13  Novem¬ 
ber,  16S5. 

487  Ibid.,  61,  p.  269.  M  Randolph 
to  be  poft  matter  of  New  England,  23 
November,  1685,  pojl. 

In  the  Majfachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
LXXXVIII.  p.  312,  is  the  following: 
“  Petition  to  appoint  a  pojlman.  To 
the  Honble  Gen11  Court  now  fitting  in 
Bofton  May  23?  1 677.  We  whofe 

names  are  underwritten  hearing  many 
complaints  made  by  merchants  and 
others  (and  feverall  of  us  being  fenfible) 
of  the  lofs  of  letters,  whereby  merchts 
efpecially  with  their  friends  and  im- 
ployed  in  forraigne  parts  are  greatly 
damnified :  many  times  the  Letters 
imported  are  throwne  upon  the  Ex- 
ch :  fo  that  who  will  may  take  them 
up;  no  perfon  (without  fome  fatisfac- 
tion)  being  willing  to  trouble  their 
houfes  therewith :  fo  that  Letters  of 


great  moment  are  frequently  Loft. 
Our  humble  requeft  therefore  to  this 
hono‘1  Court  is  that  they  will  pleafe  to 
depute  fome  meet  perfon  to  take  in  and 
convey  Letters  according  to  direction  : 
and  if  this  hono?  Court  pleafe,  we  fup- 
pofe  L‘  Richard  Way  may  be  a  fitt  per¬ 
fon  for  that  fervice  and  ye  Honod  Court 
fett  ye  prifes  on  Letters,  &  ftate  that 
affaire. 

John  fayerweather.  Tho!  Deane, 
Thomas  Brattle,  Richard  Knight, 

Edward  Shippen  John  Uffier 

&  others. 

The  deputies  have  granted  the  peti¬ 
tioners  theire  defire  herein  &  in  Richard 
Ways  rome  doe  make  choice  of  Mr. 
John  Hayward  the  fcribner  to  be  the 
man,  the  Honored  magiftrates  content¬ 
ing  hereunto. 

William  Torrey,  cleric. 

28th  May  1677.  Contented  to  by  the 
Magists.  Edw.  Rawfon,  Secy.” 

The  order  is  alfo  found  in  the  Majfa- 
chufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  p.  147,  under 
date  of  June  1.  As  early  as  5  November, 
1639,  7S  f°ur>d  the  following  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Records,  Vol.  I.  p.  281.  “For 
the  prenting  the  mifcarriage  of  letters  ; 
&  it  is  ordered  that  notice  bee  given 
that  Richrd  Fairbanks  his  houfe  in  Bof¬ 
ton  is  the  place  appointed  for  all  letters 

which 
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Hoping  to  make  fome  profit  out  of  the  New  England 
poft,  Randolph  decided  to  give  what  he  fliould  gain  to  the 
children  of  Mr.  Mafon :  “  what  profitt  arifes  I  defign  to  Mr 

Mafons 


which  are  brought  from  beyond  the 
feas,  or  are  to  be  fent  thither,  are  to 
bee  brought  unto  ;  &  hee  is  to  take 
care  that  they  bee  delivered  or  fent  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  direction;  &  hee  is  al- 
owed  for  every  fuch  letter  a  id,  &  muft 
anfwer  all  mifcarriages  through  his 
owne  negleCt  in  this  kind  ;  pvided  that 
no  man  fhalbee  compelled  to  bring  his 
letters  thither,  except  hee  pleafe.” 

In  a  letter  to  the  editor,  dated  26 
May,  1894,  Mr.  C.  W.  Emit,  an  author¬ 
ity  on  matters  connected  with  the  Poft 
Office,  writes,  “  The  Englith  Poft  Office, 
as  we  underftand  the  term,  was  cre¬ 
ated  in  1657  (Scobell,  p.  51 1),  not  in 
1660,  as  is  frequently  ftated.  The  great 
and  important  Poft-Office  A6t  of  1660 
(12  Carol.  II.  ch.  35)  fimply  renewed 
the  a6t  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  the 
poftal  monopoly  was  not  abfolute.  Eng- 
lifh  America  had  vetted  rights,  includ¬ 
ing  that  of  creating  a  poftal  fervice  of 
its  own.  Maflachufetts  had  exercifed 
this  right  in  1639  and  later.  Hayward 
was  appointed  by  Maflachufetts  in 
1677 ;  in  1680  he  was  reappointed, 
holding  the  office  till  he  died,  Dec.  2, 
1687.  Randolph,  by  virtue  of  his  com- 
miffion,  was  free  to  do  one  of  two 
things:  either  to  eftablith  a  poftal  fer¬ 
vice  in  New  England,  or  to  feize  Hay¬ 
ward’s  office.  The  firft  would  have 
coft  much  money;  the  latter  would 
have  entitled  Hayward  to  damages. 
Neither  Randolph  nor  his  matter  was 
prepared  for  either.”  He  then  fpeaks 
of  Andrew  Hamilton’s  poftal  laws  paffed 
in  1692-3.  “  His  fervice  from  Pifcat- 

aqua  (Portfmouth,  N.  H.)  to  Bofton, 
Saybrook,  New  Haven,  New  York, 
Amboy,  Burlington,  Philadelphia, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia  began  on 


May  1,  1693.  It  was  the  firft  great  ftep 
toward  union  and  all  implied.”  An  a6t 
encouraging  a  Poft  Office  was  paffed 
in  Maflachufetts,  1693,  fee  Province 
Laws  of  M ajfachufetts  Bay,  Vol.  I. 
p.  1 1 5.  The  rates  of  poftage  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  from  Bofton  to  Rhode  Ifland 
fixpence,  to  Connecticut  ninepence, 
to  New  York  twelvepence,  to  Jerfey  or 
Pennfylvania  fifteen  pence ;  to  Mary¬ 
land  or  Virginia  two  fhillings;  to  Salem 
threepence,  to  Ipfwich,  Newbury,  etc. 
fourpence  ;  to  Pifcataqua,  fixpence. 

Lord  Cornbury  wrote  from  New  York 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  30  of  June, 
1704  :  “  The  poft  that  goes  through  this 
place  goes  Eaftward  as  far  as  Bofton 
but  Weftward  he  goes  no  farther  than 
Philadelphia.  The  leaft  I  have  known 
any  Exprefs  take  to  go  from  hence 
to  Virginia  has  been  three  weeks.  I 
hope  we  fhall  find  a  way  to  remedy 
that  fhortly,  for  Coll.  Nicholfon  and 
Coll.  Seymour  have  wrote  me  word 
that  they  will  be  here  in  September, 
and  I  do  then  intend  to  propofe  to  them 
the  fettling  of  a  Poft  to  go  through  to 
Virginia,  by  which  I  fhall  have  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  write  your  Lordpps  by  every 
Ship  that  fails  from  this  Continent.” 
See  Documents  Colonial  Hijlory  of 
New  York ,  Vol.  IV.  p.  1113.  In  the 
Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut ,  Vol. 
III.  p.  393,  John  Perry,  the  poft,  is 
fpoken  of  as  going  between  Bofton  and 
Hartford  once  a  month  in  1687.  It 
would  feem  from  Sewall’s  letter  to 
Thomas  Glover,  15  July,  1686,  in  Sew- 
all's  Letter  Book ,  that  Randolph  exer¬ 
cifed  his  right  as  poft-mafter.  “  Our 
letters  that  come  by  the  [poft  ?]  do  now 
pafs  through  the  hands  of  Councillour 
Randolph.” 
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Mafons  young  children  in  England.  I  allow  them  now  20/ 
a  yeare  till  his  better  fortunes  will  afford  them  a  larger  fup- 
ply.  I  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  do  him  &  his  all  the  fervice 
that  lyes  in  my  power.  At  my  taking  leave  of  ye  E.  of 
Clarendon  I  reminded  his  Lordsp  of  Mr  Mafon  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  ye  Gom*  of  Bermodos  which  was  well  approved 
of  by  his  Lordsp  &  I  hope  will  be  for  his  benefitt.488  I 
would  glad  be  furnifhed  with  fome  diredfions  about  Mr 
Mafon  being  very  unwilling  to  think  he  fhould  be  obliged 
to  come  for  England  to  be  expofed  to  his  mercilefs  credi¬ 
tors.”489  Although  he  had  haftened  to  Deal  to  be  ready  to 
fail  as  foon  as  poffible,  not  even  making  a  farewell  vifit  upon 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  to  whom  he  wrote,  “  I  know  your 
goodnes  will  pardon  me :  efpecially  when  I  tell  you  that  tho 
I  fent  my  goods  down  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  hoped  they 
had  been  all  fafe  aboard  ye  Ship,  yett  now  I  find  them  Mat¬ 
tered  up  and  down,  &  my  whole  accommodation  to  make  in 
the  fhip,”  the  frigate  did  not  ftart  for  fome  weeks.  On  the 
23d  of  November  he  wrote  from  Deal,  “  Mr  Secry  Pepys 
has  advifed  Capt.  George  to  gett  all  ready,  fo  that  in  3  or  4 
dayes  the  wind  prefenting  I  hope  wee  may  fett  forward  for 
our  dangerous  voyage.  I  will  fend  from  New  England  fuch 
plants  as  will  grow  at  Kings  Wefton,  and  alfo  fome  feeds 
and  plants  to  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort.490  Since  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  give  me  a  hint  of  a  happy  underftanding 

which 

■  488  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil -  dolph  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  27  No- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  vember,  16  85,  pof. 

Sir  Robert  Southwell.  10  November,  490  Ibid.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph 
1685,  pojl.  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  23  November, 

489  Ibid.  Letter  of  Edward  Ran-  1685,  pojl. 
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which  may  be  the  produce  of  this  prorogation,  I  go  over 
with  abundance  of  fatisfadfion  and  queftion  not  but  that 
may  be  of  great  force  to  oblige  thofe  people  to  a  dutyfull 
complyance  with  his  Matie  commands.  Twould  be  very 
gratefull  to  N.  Eng?  if  his  Matie  fhould  fend  over  Sr  Mathias 
Vincent  or  fome  Gen!  of  good  eftate ;  twill  make  the  Gom! 
very  eafye  to  thofe  people  who  have  been  greatly  oppreffed 
and  now  will  be  ruined  by  thefe  late  new  imports  upon 
Plantation  Comodityes.” 491  On  the  nth  of  January  he 
wrote  again  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  regretting  that  he  was 
obliged  to  flay  fo  long  “  in  this  dirty  &  chargeable  town, 
but  the  fhip  broak  2  Cables  in  the  Great  Storm  laft  Thirf- 
day  night  &  wee  are  to  ftay  here  or  call  at  Portrtnouth  for  a 
fupply.  I  have  the  newes  of  another  prorogation :  I  would 
have  been  glad  wee  had  fayld  before  that  report  came  out. 
Our  delay  I  feare  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  bufines  I 
am  engaged  in.  I  carry  over  with  me  a  very  fober  Gen4 
for  our  minifter  who  will  by  his  modeft  &  prudent  converfe 
gaine  upon  the  people.492  Our  Commander  has  orders  to 

continue 


491  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Nov.  27,  pojl. 

Bifhop  Burnet  fays  in  the  Hijlory  of 
his  own  Time ,  Vol.  III.  p.  39,  ed.  1833  : 
“  The  revenue  was  granted  for  life, 
and  everything  elfe  that  was  ordered, 
with  fuch  a  profufion,  that  the  houfe 
was  more  forward  to  give,  than  the 
King  was  to  atk.” 

The  duty  on  Tobacco  and  Sugar 
was  increased ;  fee  Statutes  at  Large 
from  Ist  Year  of  James  I.  to  \oth  Year 
of  William  III.,  Vol.  III.  p.  405  :  “  An 
a<5t  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  Im- 
pofition  upon  all  Tobacco  and  Sugar 
vol.  I.  —  35 


imported  between  the  four  and  twen¬ 
tieth  day  of  June  1685  and  the  four  and 
twentieth  day  of  June  1693 ;  further 
rate  on  all  forts  of  Tobacco  of  the 
Growth  and  Production  of  any  of  his 
Majefties  Plantations  etc.  three  pence 
for  every  pound  above  what  it  now 
pays ;  foreign  tobacco  fix  pence  per 
pound ;  on  Mufcovado  Sugar  of  the 
Plantations  1  farthing  per  pound,  on 
common  fugar  three  farthings  etc. 
Anno primo  Jacobi  II.  Cap.  IV.” 

492  <‘]y[r.  Ratcliff e  was  a  graduate  of 
Oxford,  where  he  took  his  B.  A.  at 
Exeter,  OCt.  16,  1677,  his  M.  A.  June  15, 

1680, 
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continue  upon  our  Coaft  for  a  twelve  month,  except  the 
prefident  fee  fitt  to  fend  him  home  with  prifoners.  That 
Article  may  keep  the  heady  in  awe.”  493  It  was  not  until  the 
20th  of  January  that  Randolph  finally  embarked  on  board 
the  frigate,494  and  after  a  tedious  voyage  he  reached  Bofton 
on  May  14th,495  feeling  that  his  main  talk  had  been  accom- 
plifhed.  “  Then  the  Colony  of  ye  Maffachufetts  Bay,  ye  Prov¬ 
ince  of  New  Hampfhire  and  Maine  are  brought  under  his 
Majties  Governm*.”  496  The  prefence  of  a  man  of  war  on  the 
coaft,  with  the  poffibility  that  Colonel  Kirke  might  ftill  come 
as  Governor,497  would  be  fufftcient,  it  was  thought,  to  overawe 
the  few  difaffedled,  while  the  news  from  France  alone  was 
enough  to  make  the  Colonifts  acquiefce  in  the  commands 

of 


1680,  and  his  B.  D.  July  1 6,  1691.”  See 
Annals  of  King's  Chapel,  by  Henry 
Wilder  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  43. 

493  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil- 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
Sir  Robert  Southwell,  11  January, 
1685-6,  pofl. 

At  this  time,  and  before  the  arrival  of 
Randolph,  Samuel  Sewall  writes  in  his 
Diary ,  on  Jan.  21 :  “  The  Symptoms  of 
Death  are  on  us.” 

On  16  February,  1685-6,  Samuel 
Nowell  was  appointed  naval  officer  in 
place  of  James  RufTell,  who  refigned. 
See  Maffachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V. 
p.  510. 

494  Randolph's  Short  Narrative,  pofl. 
“Jam  20,  1685-6.  I  and  my  family  Im- 
barked  upon  ye  Rofe  ffriggot  for  N. 
Engld.” 

495  Ibid.  “1686  May  14.  I  arrived 
at  Bofton  wth  his  Majties  Comiffion  of 
Govern"11  to  a  Prefident  and  Councill.” 

While  Randolph  was  failing  acrofs 
the  Atlantic,  his  debt  of  £100,  proba¬ 
bly  the  one  for  which  he  had  begged 


the  aid  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  was  paid.  See  Publications  of 
the  Camden  Society,  1851.  “  Moneys 

received  and  paid  for  Secret  Services 
of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  from  30th 
March  1679  to  25th  December  1688. 
March  22.  1686.  To  Philip  Burton,  to 
fame  being  intended  to  be  applied  for 
and  towards  the  compoficon  and  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  debt  of  Mr.  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph,  furveyor  of  Bofton,  in  New  Eng¬ 
land,  due  Mrs.  Culmer  from  the  faid 
Randolph,  at  whofe  fuit  the  faid  Bur¬ 
ton,  by  direccons  of  the  late  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Trea’ry,  bayle  for  ye  f4 
Randolph  200H.  os.  od .” 

496  His  Short  Narrative ,  under  date 
of  14  May,  1686,  pofl. 

497  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  1686, 
April  15.  “Newes  is  brought  that  Mr 
Randolph  alone  was  come  for  New 
England;  fo  that  the  Report  that  the 
Devil  Kirk  was  coming  (as  was  faid  the 
mariners  called  him)  now  abates.” 

The  General  Court  of  Elections  had 
been  held  at  Bofton  on  May  12th. 
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of  the  King,  no  matter  how  arbitrary  they  might  be.  The 
tide  was  running  ftrongly  in  England,  as  well  as  on  the 
Continent,  in  favor  of  abfolute  monarchy.  The  Revocation 
of  the  Edidt  of  Nantes  was  a  proof  of  the  autocratic  power 
of  a  fovereign.498 

Immediately  after  landing  at  Bofton,  in  the  morning, 
Randolph  drove  to  Roxbury  to  confult  with  Mr.  Dudley 
upon  the  neceffary  meafures  to  be  taken  to  proclaim  the 
new  government.  The  next  day  the  attefted  copy  of  the 
judgment  againft  the  Charter  was  fhown  to  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  the  Council.  The  following  day,  being  Sunday, 
Sewall  noted  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willard,  in  whofe  church 
Mr.  Randolph  fat,  offered  prayer  as  if  the  Government  “  had 
changed  or  was  changing,”  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips  at  the 
Old  Church  “  prayed  for  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Gover¬ 
nor.”  On  the  17th,  the  General  Court  having  afiembled, 
Mr.  Dudley  made  a  fpeech  faying  he  was  forry  they  could 

no 


498  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall ,  1686, 
March  27.  “  Ship  comes  in  from 

Dartmouth  to  Salem  this  week,  about  8 
weeks  pafTage,  brings  news  of  horrid 
progrefs  of  the  Perfecution  in  France.” 

Diary  of  fohn  Evelyn ,  3  Nov.,  1685. 
“The  French  perfecution  of  ye  Prot¬ 
eftants  raging  with  the  utmoft  barbarity, 
exceeded  even  what  ye  very  heathens 
ufd,  innumerable  perfons  of  the  greateft 
birth  and  riches  leaving  all  their  earthly 
fubftance,  and  hardly  efcaping  with 
their  lives,  difperf’d  thro’  all  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  Europe.  I  was  fhew’d  the  ha¬ 
rangue  wch  the  Bifhop  of  Valentia  on 
Rhone  made  in  ye  name  of  ye  cleargie, 
celebrating  the  French  King  as  if  he 
was  a  God,  for  perfecuting  the  poore 
Proteftants  with  this  expreffion  in  it, 


‘That  as  his  victory  over  herefy  was 
greater  than  all  the  conquefts  of  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Caesar,  it  was  but  what  was 
wifh’d  in  England.’  May  5,  1686. 
About  this  time  alfo  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
inftigated  by  ye  French  King  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  the  Proteftants  of  Piedmont, 
flew  many  thoufands  of  thofe  innocent 
people,  fo  that  there  feem’d  to  be  an 
universal  defigne  to  deftroy  all  that 
would  not  go  to  Mafle  throughout  Eu¬ 
rope.  ftme  27.  The  new  very  young 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Herbert  declar’d  on 
ye  bench  that  the  Government  of  Eng¬ 
land  was  entirely  in  the  King  ;  that  the 
Crown  was  abfolute ;  that  the  King 
could  pardon  all  offences  againft  the  law 
and  forgive  all  penalties.” 
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no  longer  be  treated  “  as  Governor  and  Company.”  He  then 
exhibited  publicly  the  exemplification  of  the  judgment,  the 
commiffion  appointing  him  Prefident  of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment,  and  his  commiffion  as  Vice  Admiral.  Mr.  Danforth, 
the  Deputy  Governor,  afked  if  an  anfwer  was  expe<5ted  from 
the  Court,  at  which  Mr.  Dudley  faid  they  could  not  be 
acknowledged  as  fuch.  There  was  no  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  Prefident.  Silence  fell  upon  the  affembled  members, 
and  the  fpe6tators,  who  had  nearly  filled  the  room.  When 
the  Prefident  had  gone,  a  difpofition  was  fhown  to  enter  a 
proteft,  but  that  was  not  done.499 


499  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall ,  1686, 
May  14.  “The  Rofe  Frigot  arrives  at 
Nantalket,  Mr.  Randolph  up  at  Town 
about  8  mane :  takes  Coach  for  Rox- 
bury.  Satterday  May  1 5.  Govr  Hink- 
ley,  Major  Richards,  Mr.  Ruffel  and  Self 
fent  to  by  Major  Dudley  to  come  to  Capt. 
Paige’s,  where  we  faw  the  Exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Judgment  againft  the  Char¬ 
ter,  with  the  Broad  Seal  affixed  :  dif- 
courfed  about  their  acceptance.  Sabbath 
May  16,  Mr.  Randolph  at  Meeting,  fate 
in  Mr.  Lufcombe’s  Pue.  Mr.  Willard 
prayed  not  for  the  Governor  or  Govern¬ 
ment  as  formerly ;  but  fpoke  fo  as  im¬ 
plied  it  to  be  changed  or  changing.  It 
feems  Mr.  Phillips  at  the  Old  Church 
prayed  for  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor.  Monday  May  17.  General 
Court  Sits  at  one  o’clock.  I  goe  thither 
about  3.  The  Old  Government  draws 
to  the  North  fide,  Mr.  Addington,  Capt. 
Smith  and  I  fit  at  the  Table,  there  not 
being  room  :  Major  Dudley  the  Prefi¬ 
dent,  Major  Pynchon,  Capt.  Gedney, 
Mr.  Mafon,  Randolph,  Capt.  Winthrop. 
Mr.  Wharton  came  in  on  the  Left.  Mr. 
Stoughton  I  left  out:  Came  alfo  Capt. 
[of]  King’s  Frigot,  Govr  Hinkley,  Gov! 
Weft  and  fate  on  the  Bench,  and  the 


Room  pretty  well  filled  with  Spectators 
in  an  Inftant  ...  no  Reply  .  .  .  when 
[Prefident]  gone,  Major  Generali,  Major 
Richards,  Mr.  Ruffel  &  Selfe  fpake  our 
minds.  I  chofe  to  fay  after  the  Major 
Generali,  adding  that  the  foundations 
being  deftroyed  what  can  the  Righteous 
do,  fpeaking  againft  a  Proteft ;  which 
fome  fpake  for.” 

The  fpeech  of  Prefident  Dudley  and 
the  reafons  for  publiffiing  it  are  given 
in  the  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  So¬ 
ciety  Proceedings ,  September,  1864,  as 
follows : 

“By  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  his 
Majefties  Territory  and  Dominion  of 
New  England  in  America  :  — 

“  Whereas  the  Prefident  and  Council 
are  informed  that  many  falfe  Reprefen- 
tations  and  reflections  have  been  made 
upon  what  was  lately  fpoken  and  de¬ 
clared  by  the  Prefident  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  Houfe  at  Bofton  when  he  together 
with  the  members  of  the  Council  did 
there  ffiew  forth  and  publiffi  to  fuch  of 
the  late  Magiftrates  and  Deputies  and 
other  principal  inhabitants  as  were  then 
prefent  the  Exemplification  of  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  his  Majefty  in  his  High  Court 
of  Chancery  againft  the  late  Governour 

and 
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There  was  onefmall  hope  left.  If  Mr.  Dudley  could  be  in¬ 
duced  to  refufe  the  Prefidency,  time  at  leaft  would  be  gained. 

Mr. 


and  Company  of  this  place  as  alfo  his 
Majefties  Royal  Commiffion  for  the 
eredling  of  the  prefent  Government 
they  have  thought  it  expedient  that  the 
Prefidents  fpeech  taken  verbatim  by 
credible  perfons  be  forthwith  printed 
and  publifhed. 

Edward  Randolph  Seer. 
Council  Houfe  Bofton  June  3d  1686.” 

“  The  Speech  of  the  Honourable  Jofeph 
Dudley  Efq.  Prefedent  of  his  Majefties 
Coimcil  of  this  his  Territory  and  Do¬ 
minion  of  New  England  to  the  late 
General  A ffembly  in  the  Council- 
Houfe  in  Boflon  May  17  1686  is  as 
followeth : 

“  Gentlemen,  Here  are  prefent  of 
his  Majefties  Council  feveral  of  this 
place  befides  whom  there  are  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  whom  we  have  defired  to  be  here 
as  witnefles  of  what  we  have  in  charge 
to  declare  unto  you. 

“  And  Firft  I  muft  acquaint  you  that 
we  may  now  take  you  now  only  for  fuch 
as  you  are  (viz.)  confiderable  gentle¬ 
men  of  this  place  and  Inhabitants  of  all 
parts  of  the  countrey,  and  fo  a  proper 
aflembly  to  have  his  Majefties  com¬ 
mands  communicated  to  you  and  under 
that  notion  we  treat  with  you,  we  may 
not  deal  with  you  as  a  Governour  and 
Company  any  more. 

“  The  firft  thing  we  notifie  to  you  is 
the  exemplification  of  a  judgement  en¬ 
tered  on  his  Majefties  behalf  given  in 
his  High  Court  of  Chancery  againft  the 
Charter  and  Government  of  this  place. 
We  are  commanded  to  make  it  known 
to  his  Majefties  fubjedls  here  and  we 
are  willing  to  do  it  firft  to  yourfelves. 
From  your  Attourney  (while  you  were  in 
being)  I  had  a  copy  of  it  and  it  was 
communicated  to  the  Council  here  read 


in  the  Houfe  of  Magiftrates  and  in  the 
Houfe  of  Deputyes,  the  difference  be¬ 
twixt  them  is  in  thefe  words  [wher- 
[upon]  a  copy  of  the  Infpeximus  was 
read].  I  leave  it  with  you  to  be  added 
to  what  I  formerly  gave  you  :  if  any 
gentlemen  defire  further  fatisfadlion, 
there  will  be  an  office  open  fuddenly 
where  it  may  be  feen. 

“The  next  thing  is,  His  Majefties 
pleafure  to  fettle  a  government  here. 
The  copy  of  his  Royal  Commiffion  for 
that  end  we  fent  to  you  and  underftand 
it  has  been  communicated.  We  are 
next  to  notifie  unto  you  His  Majefties 
grace  and  favour  for  the  encouragement 
of  Trade  in  fettling  a  Vice  admiralty 
here  with  power  and  authority  to  extend 
from  the  Territory  of  New  York  to  the 
utmoft  bounds  of  his  Majefties  Domin¬ 
ion  Eaftward  the  management  of  which 
is  to  be  in  this  place,  each  page  is 
figned  with  his  Majefties  own  hand  (His 
Majefty  being  pleafed  to  manage  the 
Admiralty  in  his  own  Royal  perfon)  and 
I  here  prefent  you  with  the  fight  of  it. 

“  We  have  further  letters  from  his 
Majefty  and  the  honourable  the  Lords 
Committees  for  Foreign  Plantations  and 
I  am  willing  his  Majefties  fubjedls  here 
fhould  know  (fo  farr  as  concerns  them) 
the  diredtions  and  inftrudlions  therein 
contained.  And  we  have  other  particu¬ 
lar  inftrudlions  for  his  Majefties  fervice, 
but  if  any  be  fo  hardy  (as  is  faid)  to 
objedl  to  any  claufes  in  his  Majefties 
Commiffion,  we  have  no  diredlion  or 
allowance  to  capitulate  with  you  about 
his  Majefties  command  therein.  We 
hope  you  will  not  afk  things  of  us  we 
are  not  allowed  to  argue,  fuch  muft  ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  immediately  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty.  It  may  be  thought  the  unkind- 
nefs  of  this  good  people  and  the  many 

injuries 
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Mr.  Phillips  endeavored,  therefore,  to  bring  him  to  that  view, 
but  without  fuccefs.500  The  change  in  the  conftitution  of 
the  Colony  was  made  evident  not  only  by  the  prefence  of  a 
naval  officer  of  the  Crown  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Court,  but  alfo  by  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  fervice 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England  by  Mr. 
Ratcliffe  on  the  18th,  thofe  fervices  having  been  hitherto 
performed  by  magiftrates,  or  thofe  efpecially  authorized  by 
the  civil  power.501  No  time  was  loft  in  organizing  the  new 

government 


injuries  they  have  done  me  may  have 
put  me  forward  to  doe  more  in  this  mat¬ 
ter  than  otherwife  I  would  have  done. 
I  will  endeavour  and  (I  will  allure  you) 
I  will  pray  to  God  to  enable  me  I  may 
forget  all  injuries  and  and  \Jic\  preju¬ 
dices  and  if  I  can  do  any  thing  towards 
an  Indulgence  in  matters  of  Religion 
and  put  forward  the  good  of  this  place 
and  reprefent  their  grievances  (when  I 
lhall  orderly  know  them)  I  lhall  be  glad 
to  ferve  you  as  well  as  ever  I  have  done 
and  more. 

“  The  addrefs  of  this  countryes  Gov- 
ernour  and  Company  could  not  come  to 
the  Kings  ear,  nor  obtain  the  fight  of 
his  Majefty,  but  if  thefe  gentlemen 
whofe  Eftates  and  Interefts  are  here 
amongft  you  can  affilt  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  any  thing  that  can  fecure  you 
or  reprefent  your  intereft  to  the  King 
His  Majefty  has  allowed  us  and  gra- 
cioully  commanded  us  fo  to  doe  ;  and 
there  will  be  alwaies  fomething  for  you 
to  alk  which  cannot  be  laid  before  his 
Majefty  but  by  the  humble  addrefs  of 
the  Perfons  now  betrufted,  and  you 
need  not  follicit  them  to  affift  in  what 
they  know  requifite  for  this  peoples 
good. 

“  Mr.  Danforth.  I  fuppofe  you  ex¬ 
pert  no  reply  from  the  Court  ? 


“  Pres.  I  know  no  Court  here  in 
being  till  the  Kings  Court  be  in  order 
and  fetled  ;  and  it  will  incurr  the  Kings 
difpleafure  fo  to  underftand  yourfelves 
and  I  fuppofe  what  I  now  fpeak  is  the 
mind  of  the  reft  of  the  Council  here 
prefent. 

“To  which  the  gentlemen  of  His 
Majefties  Council  then  aflented.” 

500  Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all,  May  18. 
“  Mr.  Phillips  had  very  clofe  Difcourfe 
with  the  Prefident  to  perfuade  him  not 
to  accept;  ’twas  in  Mr.  Willard’s  Study 
Monday  afternoon  juft  at  night.  Mr. 
Stoughton  and  Mather  there  too.” 

501  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  1686, 
May  18.  “A  great  Wedding  from 
Milton,  and  are  married  by  Mr.  Ran¬ 
dolph’s  chaplain,  at  Mr.  Shrimpton’s, 
according  to  the  Service-Book,  a  little 
after  noon,  when  Prayer  was  had  at  the 
Town-Houfe  :  Was  another  married  at 
the  fame  time.  The  former  was  Vofle’s 
Son.  Borrowed  a  Ring.  ’Tis  faid  they 
having  alked  Mr.  Cook  and  Adding¬ 
ton,  and  they  declining  it,  went  after  to 
the  Prefident  and  he  fent  them  to  the 
Parfon.” 

Hiflory  of  M affachufetts  Bay ,  by  T. 
Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  444.  “  I 

fuppofe  there  had  been  no  inftance  of  a 
marriage,  lawfully  celebrated,  by  a  lay¬ 
man 
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government.  On  Sunday,  the  1 6th,  the  firft  official  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  was  prepared 
and  figned  by  Dudley,  and  by  Randolph  as  Secretary,  bat¬ 
ing  “  wee  are  now  Affembled  this  day  to  fend  Summons  to 
the  Gentlm  Nominated  in  the  Commiffion  (fome  whereof 
are  farre  diftant)  to  attend  at  a  fhort  day,  and  humbly 
Affure  yor  Lordffi?  that  Wee  accept  this  his  Majtyes  unfpeak- 
able  favour  with  all  duty  and  Obedience,  And  ffiall  fend  yor 
Lorfh  an  Acco*  of  our  management  by  Mr  Mafon  one  of 
the  Councill  who  comes  to  England  by  the  next  fhip.”  502 
Not  only  were  notices  forwarded  to  the  gentlemen  nom¬ 
inated  for  the  Council,  but  an  order  was  alfo  fent  to  the 
Governor  of  Rhode  Ifland,  even  before  the  fervice  of  the  writ 
of  quo  warranto,  prohibiting  any  transferring  of  lands  in  the 
King’s  Province.603  The  receipt  of  the  order  was  acknowl¬ 
edged,  but  the  Quaker  Governor,  who  appears  to  have  been 
at  that  time  on  very  friendly  terms  with  Randolph,  pleaded 
that  the  lands  in  queftion  belonged  to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  that 
the  rights  of  Rhode  Ifland  were  protedled  by  charter.504 
While  awaiting  the  affembling  of  the  newly  nominated 

Council, 

man  in  England  when  they  left  it.  I  be-  council,  dated  May  17,  see  Maffachu- 
lieve  there  was  no  inftance  of  marriage  fetts  Hijlorical Society  Collections,  Sixth 
by  aclergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  Series ,  Vol.  III.  p.  474 ,  pojl. 
their  charter,  but  it  was  always  done  by  503  MaJJachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
a  magiftrate,  or  by  perfons  fpecially  ap-  CXXVI.  p.  2.  Order  for  the  Gov  of 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  were  con-  Rhode  Ifland  relative  to  the  Kings 
fined  to  particular  towns  or  diftridts.  Province,  Narraganfet  Country. 

If  a  minifter  happened  to  be  prefent,  he  504  Ibid.,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  4.  Letter 
was  defired  to  pray.”  of  Gov.  Walter  Clarke  and  others  to 

502  State  Papers ,  Colonial ,  Bundle  Prefident  Dudley,  28  May,  1686. 

55  (65).  Dudley  &  Randolph  to  the  Gov.  Clarke  had  written  on  the  15th 
Comtee,  16  May,  168 6,  pojl.  a  moft  friendly  letter  to  Randolph,  fay- 

For  the  fummons  to  Fitz-John  Win-  ing,  “  I  fhall  be  glad  to  ferve  thee  in  any 
throp  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  new  office  of  love  to  my  power,  which  I  pre¬ 
fume 
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Council,  the  General  Court  met  on  the  20th  and  prepared  a 
reply  to  Prefident  Dudley,  in  which  they  fay,  “  Upon  pe- 
rufall  of  your  Commiffion  wee  finde,  as  wee  conceive,  that 
there  is  no  certeine  determinate  rule  for  your  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  &  that  which  is  feemes  to  be  too  arbitrary.  That 
the  fubje(5ts  are  abridged  of  their  liberty  as  Englifhmen, 
both  in  the  matter  of  legiflation  and  in  the  laying  of  taxes, 
and  indeed  the  whole  unqueftioned  priviledge  of  the  fubjetft 
transferred  upon  yourfelves,  there  being  not  the  leaft  men¬ 
tion  of  an  affembly  in  the  comiffion.  And  therefore  wee 
thinke  it  highly  concernes  yow  to  confider  whither  fuch  a 
comiffion  is  fafe,  either  for  yow  or  us.”  505  At  the  fame  time 
a  committee  was  feledfed  to  take  charge  of  all  papers  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Charter,  and  of  all  titles  to  lands  purchafed  from 
the  Indians.506  The  next  day,  the  whole  Court  having  met 
at  the  houfe  of  Governor  Bradffreet,  after  difcuffing  the 
queftion  whether  the  keys  of  a  fort  ought  to  be  given  up 
until  the  Prefident  and  Councillors  had  been  fworn  to  office, 
“  the  Adjournment  which  had  been  agreed  before,  Second 
Wednefday  in  Odfober  next  at  8  o’clock  in  the  Morning, 
was  declared  by  the  Weeping  Marfhal-General.  Many  Tears 
Shed  in  Prayer  and  at  parting.”  507 

fume  in  the  minds  of  all  my  well  cannot  give  our  aflent  thereto  [change 
beloved  friends.”  See  Majfachufetts  of  government],  yet  hope  fhall  demeane 
Archives, Y ol.  CCXLII.  p.  335.  Letter  ourfelves  as  true&  loyall  fubjedlsto  his 
from  Walter  Clarke  to  Edward  Ran-  Maj'y,  and  humbly  make  our  addrelfes 
dolph,  Efq.,  ft  oft;  printed  with  flight  unto  God,  &  in  due  time  to  our  gracious 
changes  of  orthography  in  the  Maffa-  prince  for  our  releife.” 
chufetts  Hiftorical  Society  Collections,  606  Ibid.,  Vol.  V.  p.  516.  Court’s  or- 
Third  Series,  Vol.  I.  p.  81.  der  for  a  repofitory  of  papers,  ftoft. 

605  Majfachufetts  Records ,  Vol.  V.  607  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  Friday, 
P-  5I5-.  Court’s  reply  to  his  Majeftye’s  21  May,  1686.  On  the  19th  Sewall 
Commiffioners.  20  May,  1686,  ftoft.  writes,  “Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Noyes 
The  Magiftrates  faid,  “  although  wee  Ready  for  Submilfion.” 
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In  the  afternoon  the  Prefident  having  gone  on  board  the 
frigate,  “  the  Flagg  is  hung  out  at  the  Main  Top.  About 
4.  or  5.  p.  m.  She  comes  up  with  a  fair  wind,  Caflle  fires 
about  25  Guns;  a  very  confiderable  time  after  the  Frigot 
fires,  then  the  Sconce  and  Ships,  Noddles  Ifland,  Charlef- 
town  Battery,  Frigot  again,  Ships  with  their  Ancients  out, 
and  Forts  their  Flaggs.  Not  very  many  Spedfators  on  Fort 
Hill  and  there  about.”  508  The  25th  of  May  having  been 
feledted  for  the  inauguration  of  the  new  government,  it  was 
propofed  that  the  militia  fhould  parade  under  arms,  and 
the  Bofton  Troop  efcort  Prefident  Dudley  from  Roxbury 
to  Bofton,  but  the  difcontent  among  the  foldiers  was  fo 
great  that  the  plan  feems  to  have  been  given  up.509  “No 
Body  that  I  obferved  went  to  meet  the  Prefident  at  his  firft 
coming  to  Town  that  I  know  of.”510  Eleven511  members  of 
the  Council  having  met  in  Bofton  on  the  25th,  the  oaths 
required  were  adminiftered  to  them  and  to  the  Prefident, 

after 

bury ;  what  was  thought  of  the  former 
notion  is  now  laid  afide.” 

610  Ibid .,  26  May. 

611  Fourteen  is  the  number  given  by 
Randolph,  but  according  to  the  Council 
Records ,  Vol.  II.,  State  Paper  Office , 
Maffiachufetts ,  Vol.  I.  p.  I,  only  eleven 
members  were  prefent  befides  the  Pref¬ 
ident.  Thefe  records  in  manufcript 
copied  from  the  tranfcripts  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land  are  in  the  State  Houfe.  Some  of 
the  minutes  of  the  Council  under  An¬ 
dros  are  alfo  there,  and  fome  are  in  the 
poifeffion  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  at  Worcefter.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  in  time  be  publifhed  by 
the  State,  or  by  the  American  Antiqua¬ 
rian  Society. 

VOL.  I.  —  36 


608  Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all,  fame 
date.  The  entry  of  adjournment  ap¬ 
pears  under  the  date  of  the  20th  in  the 
printed  records  and  in  the  manufcript. 
Probably  Secretary  Rawfon  neglected 
to  place  the  numeral  21  opposite  the 
words,  “This  Day  the  whole  Court  mett 
at  the  Governors  houfe  etc.,”  in  making 
his  fhort  final  entry,  the  previous  one 
being  on  the  20th. 

509  Ibid.,  fame  date.  “  Major  Rich¬ 
ards  objected  the  difcontent  of  the 
Souldiers  and  may  be  it  might  prove 
inconvenient.” 

18  May.  “  In  the  afternoon  Major 
Richards  and  Self  fent  for  to  Capt.  Win- 
throp’s,  and  defired  to  have  our  Com- 
panyes  in  Arms  next  Tuefday,  Bofton 
Troop  to  bring  the  Prefident  from  Rox- 
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after  the  reading  of  the  Judgment  and  the  Commiftion  of 
government.  Their  firft  a6t  was  to  “  impower  all  conftables 
to  continue  in  their  places,”  and  juftices  of  the  peace  were 
appointed.  “  Our  next  care  was  to  intruft  the  Militia  in 
the  hands  of  perfons  well  affected  to  his  Majtie,  the  cheifeft 
whereof  being  members  of  the  Councill.  The  Caftle  of 
Bofton  a  place  of  great  importance  to  this  Country  is  now 
put  under  the  Care  and  Command  of  Capt"  Wait  Winthrop, 
a  perfon  of  known  loyalty.”  The  means  of  fupporting  the 
government  were  then  difcuffed,  the  treafury  being  empty, 
and  the  Colony  found  to  be  heavily  in  debt.  It  was  fug- 
gefted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  that  the  Council 
fhould  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  among  themfelves,  be- 
fides  thofe  caufed  by  death.  In  regard  to  the  Church  of 
England  it  was  faid,  “  Your  Lordfhips  Letters  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  Mr  Robert  Ratcliff  to  the  performance  of  his 
function  here  have  been  communicated  to  us,  and  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  and  other  Inhabitants  in  Bofton  who  do  attend  the 
worfhip  of  God  with  him,  fhall  want  no  Incouragement 
from  us,  nor  will  Mr  Ratcliffe  faile  of  a  good  fupport  and 
maintenance  by  their  means.” 512  The  eftablifhment  of 

the 


612  State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  55 
(337)*  Account  of  proceedings  of  the 
new  Government,  dated  1  June,  1686, 
pojl.  This  account  was  prefented  at 
Windfor  by  Mr.  Mafon  on  July  26. 
The  fpeech  delivered  by  Prefident 
Dudley  to  the  Aflembly  in  the  Council 
Houfe  on  May  25  is  found  in  Council 
Records,  Vol.  II.,  State  Paper  Office, 
Maffiachufetts,  Vol.  I.  p.  1,  and  is 
printed  in  the  Maffiachufetts  Hiflorical 
Society  Proceedings,  September,  1864. 


In  this  fpeech  he  exprefles  the  hope  of 
“  a  fober  loyal  and  dutiful  demeanour 
towards  his  Majefties  government  here, 
for,  his  Majefties  delire  is  no  other 
than  the  happy  increafe  and  advance 
of  thefe  provinces  by  their  more  im¬ 
mediate  dependence  upon  the  Crown 
of  England.”  He  then  adverts  to  the 
“  gracious  and  favourable  claufe  of  In¬ 
dulgence  in  matters  of  religion  fo  necef- 
fary  for  the  peace  and  flourilhing  of 
this  place.  As  for  the  injuries  late 

offered 
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the  new  government  was  proclaimed  by  beat  of  drum  and 
found  of  trumpet,  and  copies  of  the  printed  proclamation 
were  fent  to  various  towns.513 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  “  Mr  Ratcliff,  the  minifter,  waits 
on  the  Council ;  Mr.  Mafon  and  Randolph  propofe  that  he 
may  have  one  of  the  3  Houfes  to  preach  in.  That  is  deny’d, 
and  he  is  granted  the  Eaft-End  of  the  Town-Houfe,  where 
the  Deputies  ufed  to  meet;  untill  thofe  who  defire  his  min- 
iftry  fhall  provide  a  fitter  place.”  514  On  the  following  Sun¬ 
day,  the  30th,  fervices  were  held  according  to  the  rites  of 
the  Church  of  England,  to  which,  it  appears,  many  went, 

partly 


offered  to  myfelf  by  this  people  I  fhould 
not  once  have  mentioned  them  but  to 
affure  you  that  I  have  perfectly  forgot¬ 
ten  them.” 

513  Council  Records  of  M affiachufetts , 
Vol.  II.,  State  Paper  Office,  Vol.  I.  p.  i. 
In  the  Proclamation  Simon  Bradftreet, 
William  Stoughton,  Peter  Bulkley, 
John  Pinchon,  Robert  Mafon,  Richard 
Wharton,  Wait  Winthrop,  Nathaniel 
Saltinftall,  Bartholomew  Gidney,  Jona¬ 
than  Ting,  John  Ufher,  Dudley  Brad¬ 
ftreet,  John  Hinks,  Francis  Champer- 
noon,  Edward  T  yng,  J  ohn  F  itz- Winthrop, 
and  Edward  Randolph  were  mentioned 
as  being  appointed  members  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  among  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
were  John  Richards,  Samuel  Sewall, 
Edward  Rawfon,  Daniel  Gookin,  James 
Ruffell,  John  Hawthorne,  John  Wood- 
bridge,  and  John  Appleton,  Sr. 

By  a  curious  coincidence  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Andros  was  nominated  by  the 
King  on  the  fame  day  Governor  of 
New  England,  but  did  not  come  to  his 
government  until  the  following  Decem¬ 
ber.  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry 
Book  61,  p.  270.  “On  the  25*  of 
May  1686,  His  Maj‘y  was  pleafed  to 


nominate  Sr  Edmund  Andros  for  that 
Government  and  to  figne  a  Warrant  for 
the  following  commiffion.”  The  com¬ 
miffion  was  figned  on  June  3d, 

614  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall,  26  May, 
1686.  There  is  no  mention  of  this  re- 
queft  and  refufal  in  the  Council  records 
for  that  day  ;  feme  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
were  appointed ;  an  order  was  paffed 
that  ali  caufes  under  Forty  {hillings 
fhould  be  heard  by  a  member  of  the 
Council  or  by  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace. 
William  Stoughton  was  made  Deputy 
Prefident,  and  forms  for  military  com- 
miflions  were  ordered  to  be  prepared. 

The  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks  fpeaks  of 
the  oppofttion  to  the  introdudtion  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  Hifory  of 
the  American  Episcopal  Church ,  Vol. 
II.  p.  486.  “To  the  old  Puritan  dif- 
like  of  epifcopacy  had  been  added  the 
diftruft  of  the  Englifh  Church  as  the 
church  of  the  oppreffors  of  the  colonies. 
Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution 
the  Epifcopal  Church  in  Bofton  had 
been  counted  an  intruder.  It  had  never 
been  the  church  of  the  people,  but  had 
largely  lived  upon  the  patronage  of  the 
Englifh  Governors.” 
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partly  for  the  novelty,  very  few  of  the  inhabitants  then  liv¬ 
ing  having  been  prefent  at  the  fervices  of  that  Church.515 

The  Council,  on  the  27th,  organized  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 
and  appointed  the  places  and  times  of  their  meetings,616 

Randolph 


516  Hi/lory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay , 
by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  355. 
“  Moft  of  the  inhabitants  who  were 
upon  the  ftage  in  1 686  had  never  feen 
a  Church  of  England  affembly.”  See 
John  Dunton's  Letters  from  New  Eng¬ 
land,  Prince  Society,  p.  137.  “  An¬ 

other  Occurrence  that  happened  whilft  I 
was  here  was  the  Arrival  of  the  Rofe 
Frigot  from  England  with  a  New  Char¬ 
ter,  brought  over  by  one  Randal  [Ran¬ 
dolph],  a  Perfon  greatly  hated  by  the 
Boftonians ;  by  this  Charter  Major 
Dudley  was  made  Prefident;  a  very 
worthy,  honeft  and  accomplifhed  Per¬ 
fon,  and  every  way  a  Gentleman.  Mr. 
Ratcliff  was  the  Parfon  that  came  over 
with  the  Charter,  who  was  a  very  ex¬ 
cellent  Preacher,  whofe  matter  was 
good,  and  the  drefs  in  which  he  put  it, 
Extraordinary;  he  being  as  well  an 
Orator  as  a  Preacher.  The  next  Sun¬ 
day  after  he  landed,  he  preached  in  the 
Town-Houfe,  and  read  Common  Prayer 
in  his  Surplice,  which  was  fo  great  a 
novelty  to  the  Boftonians  that  he  had 
a  very  large  audience ;  and  myfelf  hap¬ 
pening  to  go  thither  for  one,  it  was 
told  about  Town,  as  a  piece  of  wonder, 
that  Dr.  Annefley’s  Son-in-Law  was 
turned  apoftate  ;  fo  little  charity  have 
Some  Men  in  New  England,  'for  all 
that  have  a  larger  charity  than  them- 
felves.  Dr.  Bullivant  and  Mr.  Gouge 
and  Mr.  Tryon  were  conftant  hearers 
at  the  New  Church  ;  but  for  my  own 
part  I  went  but  once  or  twice  at  firft, 
tho’  Mr.  Ratcliff  (as  I  have  faid  before) 
was  an  Extraordinary  good  Preacher.” 

Mr.  Dunton  fpeaks  alfo  of  the  lofs 


of  liberty  of  the  colonifts.  “They 
being  now  to  lofe  the  old  Title  of  Gov- 
ernour  and  Magiftrates  for  Prefident 
and  Council,  tho’  more  Modifh,  it  would 
not  relifh  fo  well  with  men  that  had 
their  Liberty  for  above  60  years.” 

Samuel  Sewall  in  his  Diary  fpeaks  of 
the  fervices  as  follows  :  “  Sabbath  May 
30th  1686.  My  Son  reads  to  me  in 
courfe  the  26th  of  Ifaiah.  —  In  that  day 
lhall  this  Song  &c.  and  we  fing  the  141 
Pfalm,  both  exceedingly  fuited  to  this 
day,  wherein  there  is  to  be  Worfhip 
according  to  the  Church  of  England,  as 
’tis  call’d,  in  the  Town-Houfe,  by  coun¬ 
tenance  of  authority.  ’Tis  deferred  ’till 
the  6th  of  June  at  what  time  the  Pulpit 
is  provided :  The  pulpit  is  movable 
carried  up  and  down  flairs,  as  occafion 
ferves  ;  it  feems  many  crouded  thither, 
and  the  Minifters  preached  forenoon 
and  afternoon.” 

516  Coimcil  Records  of  Maffachujetts , 
Vol.  II.,  under  date  of  27  May,  1686.  The 
Courts  organized  included  a  “  Superior 
Court  of  General  Aflize  and  General 
Goal  Delivery  ”  to  be  held  by  the  Prefi¬ 
dent  or  Deputy  Prefident  and  Council 
three  times  a  year  in  Bofton  for  the 
whole  Dominion  of  New  England  for 
all  cafes  of  appeal,  criminal  cafes,  and 
other  matters  above  the  cognizance  of 
the  Inferior  Courts  ;  from  which  Court 
an  appeal  would  lie  to  the  King  in 
Council.  On  the  28th  an  order  was 
paffed  to  the  effe6l  that  none  but  fworn 
attorneys  fhould  plead  in  the  courts, 
“  fave  that  every  man  is  allowed  to 
plead  his  own  cafe.” 
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Randolph  writing  the  fame  day  to  Governor  Treat  and  the 
Council  of  Connedficut,  “  I  have  with  me  two  Quo  Warran¬ 
tees  againft  yor  Colonie,  as  also  againft  Road  Ifland :  his 
Malie  intends  to  bring  all  New  England  under  one  Gov¬ 
erning  and  nothing  is  now  remaining  on  yor  part  but  to 
think  of  an  humble  Submiflion  and  a  dutifull  resignation  of 
your  Charter  wch  if  you  are  fo  hardie  fo  [as  to]  offer  to 
defend  at  law,  whilfte  you  are  contending  for  a  fhaddow  you 
will  in  the  firfte  place  loofe  all  that  part  of  your  Colonie 
from  Connedticot  to  N.  Yorke  and  have  it  annexed  to 
that  governin'.  To  prevent  this  you  muff  make  an  hear- 
tie  and  timely  application  to  his  Matie  with  an  humble 
fubmiffion  and  petition  for  liberty  of  confcience  and  con¬ 
firmation  of  your  lands.  A  Court  by  this  Governin'  is  or¬ 
dered  fhortly  to  be  kept  in  ye  Narraganfit  to  affert  the 
authority  granted  by  His  Maties  Commiffion  &  to  prevent 
ye  Road  Iflanders  further  incurfions :  I  expedt  not  that  you 
trouble  me  to  enter  your  Colonie  as  a  herauld  to  denounce 
warre.  Srs  Blefs  not  yourfelves  wth  vaine  expedition  of 
advantage  &  fpinninge  out  of  time  by  my  delay :  I  will  en¬ 
gage  tho’  the  weather  be  warme  the  writs  will  keep  found 
and  as  good  as  when  firft  landed.” 617  Being  doubtful  as  to 

what 

617  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut ,  Attorney  Grail  that  ye  profecution  of 
Vol.  III.  p.  352.  Edward  Randolph  feveral  Writts  of  Quo  Warranto  againft 
to  Governor  Treat  and  Council,  27  the  Propriety  of  the  Province  of  Mary- 
May,  168 6,pofl.  land  &  againft  the  Colonies  of  Con- 

The  time  for  ferving  the  writs  in  eCHcut  &  Rhode  Ifland  &  yc  Proprieties 
Randolph’s  hands  had  already  pafled.  of  Eaft  &  Weft  New  Jerfey  &  of  Dela- 
The  following  is  found  under  date  of  21  ware  in  America  may  be  renewed  & 
April,  1686.  “  Mem :  My  Lord  Prefident  that  ye  Same  may  be  profecuted  to 
isdefiredby  the  Right  Honbleye  Lords  of  effeft.  Councill  chamber.”  New  York 
ye  Comtee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  Colonial  Documents ,  Vol.  III.  p.  363  ; 
move  his  Ma*?  that  the  directions  to  Mr  alfo  Maryland  Archives,  Vol.  V.  p.  45^- 


286 


Memoir  of 


what  courfe  he  ought  to  purfue,  the  writs  being  no  longer 
of  legal  force  on  account  of  the  lapfe  of  time,  the  Governor 
of  Connecticut  turned  to  Governor  Dongan  of  New  York 
for  advice.  If  the  agent  of  Connecticut  in  London  could 
not  defend  the  fuit  againft  the  Charter,  the  queftion  arofe 
as  to  what  province  the  Colony  fhould  be  annexed.  Prefi- 
dent  Dudley  was  anxious  that  it  fhould  be  added  to  the 
Dominion  of  New  England,  while  Governor  Dongan  wifhed 
it  to  be  joined  to  New  York.518 

On  the  28th  the  Council  ftill  continued  their  work  of 
arranging  the  details  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the 
recording  of  deeds  and  other  legal  documents,  appointing 
John  Ufher,  Treafurer,  and  fettling  the  cuftom  houfe  fees 
for  Randolph.619  To  Randolph  was  alfo  affigned  the  office 

of 


618  Colonial  Records  of  Conneflicnt , 
Vol.  III.  p.  354.  Governor  Treat  to 
Governor  Dongan  from  N.  Haven,  14 
June,  1686.  “If  Conecticot  Co:  muft 
fall,  it  may  be  as  eafie  for  us  to  fall 
Weftward  as  Eaftward.  Mr.  Randolph 
enformes  us  of  a  Quo  Warranto  yt  is 
with  him  againft  this  Government  but 
we  have  feen  nothing  as  yet.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.  355.  Governor 
Treat  to  Governor  Dongan  from  Mil¬ 
ford,  3  July,  1686.  “  Mr.  Randolph 

in  his  lafte  letter  to  Govr  and  Companie 
feems  to  winde  up  his  refolve,  inftead 
of  ferving  his  Quo  Warranto,  to  report 
as  a  private  Gentleman  lineally  yt  he 
hath  fuch  a  thing,  and  ye  receat  of  fuch 
a  letter  is  owned  by  o  Counfell,  wch  he 
faith  is  fufficient  for  to  jultifie  him  at 
Whitehall  without  any  further  ferving 
or  fhewing  any  authority  from  his  Ma- 
jeftie  at  all  about  this  colonie,  wch  way 
of  proceeding  we  underhand  not,  feeing 
its  his  Majefties  proclamation  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  we  were  till  his  Royall  pleafure 


be  manifefted  to  us,  and  there  we  hand 
and  muft  doe  fo  for  ought  I  fee  yet.” 

Ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.  358.  Prefident 
Dudley  to  Governor  Treat,  21  July, 
1686,  urging  Connecticut  to  join  Mafla- 
chufetts  having  a  “  common  intereft  of 
Religion  and  Liberty.”  Major  Jno. 
Pincheonand  Mr.  Waite  Winthrop  were 
appointed  by  Prefident  Dudley  to  fee 
Governor  Treat  in  Connecticut  for  the 
fame  end. 

Ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.  366.  Governor 
Dongan  to  Governor  Treat,  13  Auguft, 
1686,  urging  Connecticut  to  join  New 
York. 

Ibid.,  Vol.  III.  p.  368.  Inftructions 
to  William  Whiting,  agent,  to  defend 
the  Connecticut  charter  at  law  if  poffible, 
24  Auguft,  1686. 

619  Maffachufetts  Archives ,  Vol. 
CXXVI.  p.  5.  May  28,  1686.  Cuftome 
Houfe  Fees  allowed  by  the  Prefident 
and  Councill  to  Edward  Randolph,  Efq. 
Collector  etc.  pofl. 
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of  recording  licenfes  to  perform  marriage  fervices,  the  au¬ 
thority  to  perform  thofe  fervices  being  conferred  by  proclama¬ 
tion  upon  minifters  as  well  as  juftices  of  the  peace.620  This 
change  was  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Church 
of  England.  A  regiftry  was  alfo  to  be  kept  of  the  births 
and  deaths.  Upon  the  30th,  Randolph  ferved  the  writ  of 
quo  warranto  upon  Rhode  Ifland,521  and  on  June  12th 
[2 2d]  he  made  a  fecond  journey  to  that  Colony  in  order  to 
receive  the  anfwer.622  The  date  of  ferving  the  fecond  writ 
given  by  Randolph  does  not  agree  with  that  in  the  records 

of 


620  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts , 
Vol.  II.  29th  May,  1686.  An  order 
was  alfo  made  the  fame  day  “for  the 
orderly  and  equall  appearance  of  juries 
to  ferve  in  Courts,”  and  orders  fent  to 
Maine  about  money  already  collected. 
On  the  1st  of  June  the  Council  being  dif- 
turbed  by  the  General  Court’s  reply  of 
May  20th,  which  the  members  called  a 
“libellous  paper,”  an  order  was  palled 
“  that  Mr.  Rawfon  be  examined  about 
the  faid  paper.” 

On  June  2d  “its  thought  neceffary  ” 
to  continue  the  duty  of  one  penny  in 
the  pound  upon  goods  brought  from 
England  ;  the  rates  and  duties  of  wines 
to  be  continued  ;  entry  to  be  made  be¬ 
fore  landing  of  goods ;  retailers  of  wine 
to  obtain  licenfes  from  the  Treafurer; 
powder  duty  for  fupplying  the  forts  to 
be  continued;  no  one  to  trade  with  the 
Indians  for  Pelfrey  or  Beaver  without 
the  Treafurer’s  licenfe,  the  Province  of 
New  Hampfhire  excepted;  fees  for 
trials,  probate  of  wills,  appeals  etc. 
fettled :  Secretary  Randolph  was  re- 
quefted  to  draw  up  a  petition  “that  if 
Judgment  pafs  againft  Road  Ifland  and 
Connedlicut,  or  they  refigne,  it  will  be 
of  great  importance  and  fatisfadtion  to 
all  his  Majties  fubjedts  in  thofe  and  this 


colony  to  be  annexed  under  the  fame 
Government,  at  leaft  that  the  free  com¬ 
merce  that  hath  alwayes  been  between 
the  faid  colonyes  may  be  continued 
without  which  neither  can  fubfift ;  that 
it  will  be  much  for  his  Majties  fervice, 
and  needfull  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Government  &  profperity  of  all  thefe 
Plantations  to  allow  a  well  regulated 
Affembly  to  reprefent  the  people  in  mak¬ 
ing  needfull  lawes  and  levyes.”  The  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  Mint  was  alfo  afked 
for,  and  that  Sugar  fhipped  from  New 
England  need  not  pay  a  duty  in  Eng¬ 
land,  if  it  had  already  been  paid  in  the 
Plantations,  and  “that  all  Tobacco 
fhipped  from  New  England  to  London 
have  the  penny  in  the  pound  abated.” 
Thomas  Scattow  became  deputy  fecre- 
tary  for  Randolph  in  Maine,  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Waldron  in  New  Hampfhire.  See 
Hijlory  of  New  England, ,  by  J.  G.  Pal¬ 
frey,  ed.  1864,  Vol.  III.  p.  503. 

621  Randolph's  Short  Narrative, pofl. 
“  May  30.  I  ferved  ye  Writ  of  Quo  War¬ 
ranto  upon  the  Govern  and  Compa  of 
Rhode  Ifland.” 

622  Ibid.  “June  12.  I  made  a  fec¬ 
ond  journey  to  Rhode  Ifland  to  receive 
ye  Gen11  Court’s  anfwer.” 
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of  the  Colony.523  His  firft  journey  must  have  been  a  rapid 
one,  for  he  was  prefent  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in 
Bofton  on  May  29th,  and  alfo  on  June  iff.524  His  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Council  meetings  was  regular,  only  being  abfent 
when  performing  official  duties  elfewhere  than  in  Bolton. 
Few  members  only  were  prefent  at  thofe  meetings.  On  the 
13th  there  was  not  even  a  quorum,  and  confequently  “no 
bufinefs  was  done  that  day.”  Prefident  Dudley  wrote,  how¬ 
ever,  to  Mr.  Edward  Rawfon  requiring  him  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  Randolph  the  records,  papers,  and  documents  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  office  of  Secretary.525  The  refufal  of  feveral  of 

thofe 


623  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Records , 
Vol.  III.p.  190.  29 June,  1686.  “Voted 
whereas  we  have  received  from  our 
gracious  Majefty  by  the  hand  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph  Efq.  a  writ  of  quo  war¬ 
ranto,  bearing  date  06tober  6,  1685. 
and  received  the  22d  of  June  1686,  this 
Aflembly  do  hereby  order  publifh  and 
declare  that  they  are  determined  not  to 
ftand  fuit  with  his  Majefty.” 

624  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts , 
Vol.  II.,  under  the  above  dates. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  Council  or¬ 
dered  “  that  each  Town  have  the  fame 
liberty  and  power  of  choofing&  Inftruft- 
ing  their  Seleft  Men,  Conftables  and 
other  officers  for  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs  as  they  have  ufed  and 
exercifed,  and  all  fuch  elections  to  be 
made  by  the  Freeholders  in  every 
Towne.”  Power  was  alfo  given  to  the 
towns  to  tax  themfelves,  the  amount 
being  firft  allowed  by  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  or  a  refident  member  of  the 
Council. 

On  the  nth  the  Prefident  took  the 
oath  to  obferve  the  A<5ts  of  Trade  and 
Navigation ;  and  a  Committee  was 
chofen  to  inquire  as  to  the  beft  method 


of  improving  trade.  On  the  fame  day 
Samuel  Sewall  “  took  the  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance  and  rec’d  my  new  Commiffion  as 
Capt.”  See  his  Diary,  June  n. 

625  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts , 
Vol.  II.,  under  date  of  13  June,  1686. 
Prefident  Dudley  wrote  to  Mr.  Edward 
Rawfon,  “  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  his 
Majty  in  the  fettlemt  of  the  Government 
of  this  His  Majtys  Territory  &  Domin¬ 
ion  to  appoint  and  commiffionate  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph,  Efq1:  to  be  the  Secretary 
and  Regifter  of  this  his  Majtys  faid  Gov- 
ernmt  and  Dominion,  Thefe  are  there¬ 
fore  in  his  Majtys  name  to  order  & 
require  you  to  deliver  into  the  faid 
Randolph’s  hands  the  Books,  Records, 
Files  and  other  utenfells  belonging  to 
the  faid  office  of  Secretary  late  exer¬ 
cifed  by  your  felfe,  that  they  may  be 
fafely  difpofed  and  managed  for  his 
Majtys  fervice  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  that  are  or  may  be  given  unto  the 
faid  Edw.  Randolph,  and  hereof  you 
may  not  fail.  J.  Dudley,  P.” 

On  the  14th,  “  Elifha  Hutchinfon  re- 
fufed  a  commiffion  for  Capt11  of  the 
Foot  Companyes  in  Bofton.”  This 
refufal  is  mentioned  by  Sewall  in  his 

Diary , 
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thofe  who  had  been  feledled  to  ierve  as  members  of  the 
Council  led  to  the  nomination,  on  the  19th,  of  eight  perfons 
by  the  Council  to  fill  vacancies,  the  names  to  be  approved 
by  the  King.526  Three  days  later,  Randolph,  then  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  wrote  a  fharp  letter  to  Governor  Hinckley  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  complaining  of  the  impofition  of  minifterial  taxes  on 
the  Quakers :  “  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  reafonable  to  move  that 
your  colony  fhould  be  voted  to  pay  our  minifter  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  now  preaches  in  Bofton,  and  you 
hear  him  not,  as  to  make  the  quakers  pay  in  your  col¬ 
ony.”527  The  next  day  he  was  in  the  Narraganfet  country, 
when  a  Court  was  held  to  proclaim  the  royal  authority  over 
the  King’s  Province.  •  It  was  there  decided  that  no  action 
on  title  to  lands  fhould  begin  before  Augufi;  20th.528  The 

Affembly 

immediately  upon  opening  the  commif- 
fion,  but  he  made  feveral  excufes,  and 
did  not  accept.  His  Son  Dudley  Brad- 
ftreet  alfb  refufed.” 

State  Papers,  Colonial ,  Bundle  55 
(339).  From  ye  Prefix  @  Council  of 
New  Engld  to  ye  Comittee,  June  ye  19th 
1686,  pojl. 

627  Rhode  IJland  Colo7iial  Records , 
Vol.  III.  p.  199;  alfo  Hutchinfon's 
Maffachufetts  Bay ,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I. 
p.  357.  Letter  of  Randolph  to  Hink- 
ley,  22  June,  1686,  pojl.  Hutchinfon 
adds,  “  Randolph  had  the  infolence  to 
reprove  and  threaten  the  governor  of 
Plimouth  for  exadting  taxes  from  the 
quakers  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry 
in  that  colony  before  the  authority  was 
fuperfeded.” 

628  On  the  28th  of  May  a  proclama¬ 
tion  had  been  iffued  by  the  Prefident 
and  Council  “  difcharging  all  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fubjedts  within  the  laid  Narragan- 
fett  Country  or  King’s  Province,  and 

vol.  I.  —  37 


Diary ,  who  a  little  later,  on  the  18th,  re¬ 
cords  the  death  of  a  child  to  whom  he 
was  attached.  “My  dear  Son  Hull 
Sewall,  dyes  at  Newbury  about  one 
oclock  Brother  Toppan  gets  hither  to 
acquaint  us  on  Satterday  morn  between 
5  and  6.” 

On  the  17th,  on  Mr.  Randolph’s  mo¬ 
tion,  William  Rawfon  was  retained  as 
meffenger  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  with 
the  fame  privileges  enjoyed  by  him  when 
his  father  held  the  polition  of  Secretary- 

On  the  18th,  ordered  that  a  fine  fhould 
be  levied  upon  any  one  felling  Wine, 
etc.  to  an  Indian  or  negro  without  per- 
miffion. 

526  Hijlory  of  Maffachufetts  Bay ,  by 
T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  351, 
note.  “Nathaniel  Saltonftall  appeared 
once  to  excufe  himfelf,  having  a  few 
days  before  taken  the  oath  of  affiftant. 
The  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet,  was  alfo 
named,  and  the  prefident,  with  the 
council  waited  upon  him  at  his  home, 
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Affembly  of  Rhode  Ifland  was  difturbed  by  a  demand  made 
by  Randolph  of  a  thoufand  acres  of  land  for  his  friend,  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  treat 
with  him.529  They  then  prepared  an  addrefs  to  James  II., 
begging  that  their  religious  privileges  might  be  continued, 
“  becaufe  we  are  a  people  that  have  been  and  are  real  to 
your  majeftye’s  intereft,  and  defpifed  by  our  neighboring 
colonies.”  Although  the  time  for  the  return  of  the  writ 
was  paft,  we  will  “  not  Hand  fuit  with  your  majefty.” 530 

An  Epifcopal  Church  having  been  fully  organized  in  Bof- 
ton  on  June  the  15th,531  Randolph  made  a  report  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings 


all  the  Iflands,  rights  and  members 
hereof,  from  the  government  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Rhode  Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantation,  and  all  others  pretending 
any  power  or  jurifdiction,”  flgned  by 
Edward  Randolph,  Secry.  See  Rhode 
IJland  Colonial  Records ,  Vol.  III. 
P-  19  7- 

Maffachufetts  Hijloncal  Society  Col¬ 
lections ,  Firfl  Series ,  Vol.  V.  p.  246. 
Proceedings  of  a  Court  held  by  his 
Majefty’s  Commiflioners  and  Juitices 
in  the  Narraganfet  Country:  “Kings 
Province,  June  23,  1686.  At  a  court 
held  by  his  Majefty’s  commiflioners 
and  juftices  at  Major  Richard  Smith, 
in  Rochefter,  in  the  King’s  Province. 
Prefent  Jofeph  Dudley  Efq.  Prefident ; 
John  Winthrop  Efq.,  Edward  Randolph 
Efq.,  Richard  Wharton  Efq.”  Com- 
miffion  read  ;  oath  taken  ;  John  Fones 
fworn  as  clerk ;  Militia  commiflions  de¬ 
livered  ;  towns  named  Kingfton,  Weft- 
erly,  and  Greenwich  became  Rochefter, 
Feverfham,  and  Deptford  ;  no  aCtion  on 
title  of  lands  to  begin  before  Auguft 
twentieth  next. 

529  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Records, 


Vol.  III.  p.  191,  under  date  of  29  June, 
1686.  “Voted  whereas  it  appears  to 
this  Affembly  that  Edward  Randolph, 
Efq.  hath  demanded  one  thoufand  acres 
of  land  of  this  colony,  on  behalf  of  the 
Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Claren¬ 
don,  This  Affembly  having  taken  the 
matter  into  ferious  confideration,  have 
thought  meet  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  treat  with  the  Honored  Edward  Ran¬ 
dolph,  and  to  make  fuch  agreement  as 
they  fee  moft  meet.” 

630  Political  Annals ,  by  George 
Chalmers,  p.  280.  The  addrefs  of  the 
governor  and  company  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations  to  James 
II.,  3  July,  1686.  “  The  greateft  part  of 
our  colony  was  affumed  from  us,  called 
the  King’s  province,  before  we  received 
a  quo  warranto.” 

631  Annals  of  King’s  Chapel,  by 

Henry  W.  Foote,  Vol.  I.  p.  44.  “  Be- 

fides  Mr.  Ratcliffe  and  Mr.  Randolph 
were  prefent  Captain  Lydgett,  Meffrs. 
Lufcomb,  White,  Maccartie,  Ravenf- 
croft,  Dr.  Clarke,  Meffrs.  Turfreyand 
Bankes  and  Dr.  Bullivant.  It  was  voted 
to  defray  the  expenfes  of  the  church  by 
a  weekly  colledtion  at  evening  fervice. 

Dr. 
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ceedings  in  the  matter  to  the  Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury, 
who  had  firft  propofed  in  Council  “  that  one  of  theire  meet¬ 
ing  houfes  in  Bofton  fhould  be  ordered  to  be  fet  apart  for 
the  exercife  of  the  religion  according  to  the  Church  of 
England.”  532  In  his  letter  he  defcribes  the  attempts  made 
to  perfuade  Mr.  Dudley  not  to  accept  the  office  of  Prefi- 
dent,  and  of  the  flight  put  upon  Mr.  Ratcliffe:  “  ’twas  a  long 
time  before  they  tooke  the  lealt  notice  of  him  or  his  bufi- 
nefs ;  at  laft,  though  ftrongly  oppofed,  I  got  a  little  roome 
in  the  towne  houfe,  for  fuch  as  were  for  the  Church  of 
England  to  affemble  in,  but  found  it  fo  ftraite  that  we  are 
forced  now  to  make  ufe  of  the  exchange  for  that  purpofe  ; 
where  to  humour  the  people  our  minifter  preaches  twice  a 
day  and  baptizes  all  that  come  to  him,  fome  infants,  fome 
adult  perfons  ;  we  are  now  come  to  have  praiers  every 

Wednefday 


Dr.  Benjamin  Bullivant  and  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Bankes  were  elected  the  firft  church 
wardens.”  Mr.  Randolph  was  made 
one  of  the  committee  to  treat  with  the 
Prefident  and  Council  in  regard  to 
church  matters.  It  was  “  agreed  that 
a  letter  be  fent  to  ye  Right  Reverend 
father  in  God,  the  Lord  Arch-Bifhop  of 
Canterbury  and  another  to  the  Rever¬ 
end  father  in  God  the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
London  to  implore  thofe  Prelates  favour 
towards  our  church.”  The  favor  of  the 
King  was  alfo  alked,  and  of  “  all  true 
fons  of  the  Church  of  England.” 

532  For  an  account  of  the  three  Bof¬ 
ton  churches,  fee  note  on  page  68  of 
Dunton's  Letters,  Prince  Society.  The 
Firft  Church  flood  where  Joy’s  Building 
now  is  on  Wafhington  Street.  Rev.  John 
Wilfon  was  the  firft  minifter,  in  1632. 
James  Allen,  1668-1710.  Jofhua  Moody 
affiftant  1684-92.  The  Second  Church 
or  Old  North,  was  eftablilhed  by  Samuel 


Mather,  brother  of  Increafe,  in  1650. 
It  flood  at  the  head  of  North  Square, 
and  the  fecond  edifice,  built  in  1677,  was 
deftroyed  by  the  Britifh  troops  in  1775. 
Increafe  Mather  preached  here  from 
1669  to  1723,  Cotton  Mather  1685  to 
1728,  and  Samuel  Mather  (fon  of  Cot¬ 
ton)  1732  to  1741.  The  Third  Church 
was  the  Old  South,  of  which  Thomas 
Thatcher  was  inftalled  the  firft  paftor 
in  1670,  Samuel  Willard  fucceeded  him 
in  April,  1678,  and  died  in  1707.  The 
Town  House  was  built  about  1657.  It 
was  where  the  Old  State  Houfe  now 
ftands,  at  the  head  of  State  Street, 
and  flood  until  the  great  fire  of  1711,  in 
which  it  was  confumed.  Dunton  de¬ 
fcribes  the  Town  Houfe  as  a  building 
on  pillars  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
where  the  merchants  meet  every  day. 
In  the  chambers  above,  the  monthly 
Courts  are  kept. 
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Wednefday  and  Friday  mornings  on  their  exchange,  and 
refolve  not  to  be  baffled  by  the  great  affronts ;  fome  calling 
our  minifter  Baal’s  prieft,  and  fome  of  their  menefters,  from 
the  pulpit,  calling  our  praiers  leeks,  garlick,  and  trafh.  We 
have  often  moved  for  an  honorable  maintenance  for  our 
menifler ;  but  they  tell  us  thofe  that  hire  him  must  main- 
taine  him,  as  they  maintaine  their  own  menifters,  by  con¬ 
tribution.  Of  a  prefident  and  eighteen  members  of  the 
councell,  there  is  onely  myfelfe,  fince  Mr.  Mafon’s  departure 
for  England,  that  is  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  ’twas 
never  intended  that  that  charge  fhould  be  fupported  by 
myfelfe  and  fome  few  others  of  oure  communion.  I  hum¬ 
bly  reprefent  to  your  grace  that  the  three  meeting  houfes 
in  Boflon  might  pay  twenty  (hillings  a  weeke,  a  piece,  out 
of  their  contribution,  towards  the  defraieng  our  church 
charges ;  that  fume  being  lefs  per  annum  than  each  of  their 
minifters  receive.  We  have  yet  neceffitie  for  another  min¬ 
ifter  to  come  over  to  us :  for  if  any  illnefs  or  indifpofition 
happen  to  the  prefent  incumbent,  we  have  no  man  heere  to 
performe  the  office.  I  am  not  to  forgit  to  your  grace  the 
banke  of  monie  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  for  evangeliz¬ 
ing  the  Indians.  Your  grace  was  very  defireous  that  the 
monie  might  be  inquired  after,  and  applied  to  build  us  a 
church  and  a  free  fchooll,  that  our  youth  might  be  no  longer 
poyfoned  with  the  feditious  principles  of  this  country  :  I  am 
told  that  there  is  not  lefs  than  two  thoufand  pounds  here,  but 
adventure  not  to  ftir  the  leaft  in  it,  having  all  redie  brought 
upon  myfelfe  fo  many  enemife,  and  to  all  my  crimes  added 
this  one  as  the  greateft  in  bringing  the  letherdge  [liturgy] 
and  ceremonife  of  the  Church  of  England  to  be  obferved 

amongft 
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amongft  us,  and  this  day  is  a  Commencement  at  our  Collidge, 
which  your  grace  was  pleafed  to  honoure  with  a  prefent  of 
the  learned  Hamonds  works,  that  rich  man  :  They  are  all  at 
prefent  more  taken  up  in  putting  in  one  Morton  of  Neven- 
ton-green,  a  rank  independent,  to  be  theire  precident,  than 
to  fhew  any  refpect  which  is  due  to  youre  graceous  prefent, 
and  I  cannot  expedt  it  fhall  be  otherwife  till  his  Majefty 
fhall  be  pleafed  to  fend  us  a  generall  governor  from  England. 
Mod;  part  of  our  chiefe  officers,  as  juflices  of  the  peace  etc. 
are  Congregationall  men,  and  not  above  three  church  of 
England  men ;  and  not  above  three  church  of  England  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  militia ;  fo  that  in  the  maine  I  can  only  affure 
your  grace  that  the  perfons  onely  and  not  the  government 
is  changed.  I  am,  by  their  malicioufe  practices  made  very 
uneafie ;  and  fuch  perfons  who  reape  particular  advantages 
by  the  change  of  government  hate  me  for  accomplifhing  it, 
and  are  makeing  parties  and  factions  to  mifreprefent  me  to 
his  Majeftie.  I  humblie  pray,  upon  all  occafions,  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  your  graceoufe  favour,  by  which  I  fhall  be  bet¬ 
ter  inabled  to  attend  his  Majeflies  affairs  heer  committed 
to  my  care.”  533  twt 


633  Hutchinfon' s  Colleftion  of  Papers, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  291.  Mr. 
Randolph  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  1686,  July  7,  according  to  Mr. 
Palfrey,  pojl. 

On  July  ift,  Mr.  Randolph  took  his 
oath  of  office  as  Secretary  and  Regifter, 
and  Mr.  John  Ufher  as  Treafurer.  On 
the  fame  day,  “  Mr.  Robert  Ratcliff’s 
paper  defireing  an  honourable  mainte¬ 
nance  and  good  encouragement  (futable 
for  a  minifter  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land)  was  read  &  thereupon  ordered ; 


that  Mr.  Lifcomb  and  others  do  con- 
fider  and  make  Report  (of  what  his 
Auditors  have  agreed)  to  the  Councill.” 
Council  Records ,  Vol.  II.  State  Paper 
Office ,  Maffiachufetts ,  Vol.  I.,  under 
date  of  1  July. 

At  a  meeting  of  members  of  the  Epif- 
copal  church,  4  July,  it  was  “  agreed  to 
pay  Mr  Ratcliff  e  our  minifter  50/  p 
annu  Salary  befides  what  ye  Counfell 
Shall  thinke  fitt  to  Settle  on  him  ;  and 
if  Mr  Buckley,  chaplain  to  his  Majefties 
Frigatt  the  Rofe,  fhall  pleafe  to  affift 

mr 
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Mr.  Dudley,  through  the  influence  of  Randolph  having 
obtained  the  prefldency,  foon  began  to  grow  cold  towards 
him,534  which  he  notices  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Southwell : 

“  who  would  otherwife  expecft  but  coming  with  fuch  an  olive 
branch  in  my  mouth,  but  I  fhould  meet  with  from  all  par- 
tyes  &  places  a  gratefull  reception.  I  confeffe  at  my  firft 
landing  all  people  told  me  they  were  glad  to  fee  me :  &  I 
knowing  then  no  reafon  to  the  contrary  beleived  them :  but  * 
when  the  Gonfl  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Prefl  &  Councill,  I 
found  twas  ftill  but  ye  Govr  &  Company  :  with  this  altera¬ 
tion  onely :  they  good  men  were  moft  of  them  old  &  infirm 
&  had  lands  enough:  But  our  Prefid4  in  the  firft  place 
turnes  out  an  underftanding  man  Clerck  of  the  County 
Court  in  Bofton  worth  above  100/  a  yeare  to  make  way  for 
his  fon  a  {tripling  of  16  yeares  old  and  to  make  it  worth 
his  while  has  added  3  fourth  parts  of  the  perquifites  of 
my  office  of  Secry  &  Regifter  &  to  humble  me  has  coun¬ 
tenanced 


mr  Ratcliffe,  he  fhall  receive  for  his 
paynes  ios  a  weeke.  Agreed,  That 
there  be  a  Sacrament  the  2?  Sabbath 
in  Auguft  next.  Agreed,  That  the 
Counfell  be  addrefled  unto,  to  give  us 
Libertie  and  authority  by  a  briefe  to 
paffe  through  the  Whole  territory  of  his 
Majeftie  in  New  England,  and  therein 
to  Colledl  and  Receive  all  Such  volun¬ 
tary  Donations  as  all  perfons  whatfo- 
ever  fhall  be  difpofed  to  give  us  for  and 
towards  ye  Building  of  a  church  in  Bof¬ 
ton,  to  be  erected  for  the  Service  of  God, 
and  for  the  ufe  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  p  Law  Eftablifhed.  Agreed, 
That  the  prayers  of  y  Church  be  faid 
every  Wednefday  and  Friday  in  the 
yeare,  for  the  prefent,  in  the  Library 
Chamber,  in  ye  town  houfe  in  Bofton, 


and  in  the  Summer  Seafon  to  beginne 
at  7  of  the  Clock  in  the  morneing.  and 
in  the  Winter  Seafon  at  9  of  the  Clock 
in  the  Forenoone.” 

634  Hiftory  of  Majfachufetts  Bay , 
by  T.  Hutchinfon,  2d  ed.,  Vol.  I.  p.  351. 
“  Mt  Dudley,  having  made  Randolph 
trumpeter  of  his  attachment  to  the  pre¬ 
rogative  and  anfwered  his  ends,  foon 
after  grew  cool  towards  him.” 

Mr.  Dudley  being  Vice  Admiral  held 
his  firft  court  on  July  5th :  “  Several 
Ships  have  been  condemned  here  for 
tradeing  contrary  to  the  A£ts.  Firft 
Court  of  Admiralty  under  the  new 
Government  was  held  the  5‘h  inftant.” 
See  Sewall’s  letter  to  John  Ive,  15  July, 
1686,  in  M affachufetts  Hiftorical Society 
Collections,  Sixth  Series ,  Vol.  I.  p.  31. 
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tenanced  Cap4  George  Command"  of  the  frigatt  &  lett  him 
into  all  the  profitts  of  my  office  of  furveyor  &  allowes  him 
to  make  feizure  or  to  profecute  as  an  informer  during  his 
fhipp  lying  at  an  anchor  within  2  cables  length  of  Bofton. 
I  agree  if  he  were  in  his  ftation  crufing  off  at  fea  he  ffiould 
have  all  the  refpedt  due  to  a  Cap*  of  a  Kings  ffiip  &  all  the 
encouragm*  that  he  would  expedt:  But  to  lye  in  harbour  & 
hedtor  fo  that  our  Councill  are  afraid  to  fpeak  to  him  or 
refufe  what  he  propofes  is  of  very  ill  confequence  &  all 
turnes  to  my  unhappy  account.”  He  then  defcribes  a  quar¬ 
rel  he  has  had  with  Capt.  George,  on  account  of  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  man  of  war :  “  The  Capt.  came  in  a  great  fury 
to  my  houfe  &  abufed  me  beyond  expreffion  with  a  defign 
to  engage  him  [the  failor]  to  draw  upon  me.  This  is  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  fadiion  who  care  not  if  wee  were  both 
hanged  &  makes  me  very  uneafye.  They  have  not  fpared 
my  wife.  They  report  here  that  fhe  was  never  married,  & 
you  need  not  queftion  but  upon  Capt.  Georges  countenan¬ 
cing  fuch  reports  it  gaines  creditt,  but  it  is  a  great  trouble 
to  my  wife.  All  this  makes  me  think  the  tyme  long  till 
Sr  Edmund  comes  over  to  us:  for  our  Prefid*  is  fo  much  a 
Gent,  that  he  gives  the  preference  to  Capt.  George  but 
makes  the  Governm*  very  cheap.  The  frigott  lyes  ftill  &  I 
have  loll  above  500/  by  not  having  liberty  to  profecute 
according  to  my  office.  I  expedt  to  be  affalled  at  Court  with 
all  the  Calumnies  envy  &  ingratitude  can  mufter  up.” 535 

Hardly  had  Randolph’s  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury 

635  Collection  of  Sir  Thomas  Phil-  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  io  July,  1686, 
lipps.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to  po/t. 
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terbury  ftarted  on  its  way,  when  that  dignitary  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  an  Ecclefiaftical  Commiffion  with  almoft 
unlimited  power.530  It  was  pradtically  the  Court  of  High 
Commiffion  re-eftablifhed.  What  was  to  prevent  the  exer- 
cife  of  its  authority  in  the  Plantations  deprived  of  their 
chartered  rights? 

On  July  20th  the  two  writs  againft  the  Colony  of  Con¬ 
necticut  were  ferved  by  Randolph  in  perfon,  although  the 
time  for  making  a  return  was  paft.  Their  receipt  was 
acknowledged  by  John  Allyn,  the  Secretary,  and  they  were 
delivered  to  the  Governor  on  the  following  day.537  The 
date  differs  from  that  given  by  Randolph  in  his  narrative, 
who  fays :  “  July  12  I  ferved  ye  writ  of  Quo  Warranto  upon 

ye 


686  Diary  of  John  Evelyn ,  14  July, 
1686.  “Was  feal’d  at  our  office  the 
Conftitution  of  certaine  Commiffioners 
to  take  upon  them  full  power  of  all 
Ecclefiaftical  affairs,  in  as  unlimited  a 
manner,  or  rather  greater,  than  ye  late 
High  Commiffion  Court,  abrogated  by 
Parliament ;  for  it  had  not  onely  faculty 
to  infpeft  and  vifite  all  Bifhops  dio- 
cefes,  but  to  change  what  laws  and 
ftatutes  they  fhould  think  fit  to  alter 
among  the  Colledges,  tho’  founded  by 
private  men ;  to  punifh,  fufpend,  fine, 
&c.  give  oathes  and  call  witnefles.  In 
sum,  it  was  y  whole  power  of  a  Vicar 
General  —  note  ye  confequence  !  Of 
the  Cleargy  the  Commiffioners  were  the 
Abp.  of  Canterbury  [Sancroft],  Bifhops 
of  Durham  [Crewe]  and  Rochefter 
[Sprat];  of  ye  Temporals,  the  Lord 
Treafurer,  the  Lord  Chancellor  [Jef¬ 
fries]  (who  alone  was  ever  to  be  of  the 
quorum),  the  Cheife  Juftice  [Herbert], 
and  Lord  Prefident  [Earl  of  Sunder¬ 
land].”  According  to  Hallam  the  Arch- 
bifhop  never  fat.  Lord  Mulgrave  was 


added  to  the  Commiffion.  See  his  Confli- 
tutional HiftoryffoX.  III.  p.  68,  ed.  1861, 
note.  Hallam  adds  :  “  It  is  not  known, 
I  believe,  at  whofe  fuggeftion  the  King 
adopted  this  meafure.  The  pre-emi¬ 
nence  referved  by  the  commiffion  to 
Jeffries,  whofe  prefence  was  made 
neceflary  to  all  their  meetings,  and  the 
violence  with  which  he  adted  in  all 
their  tranfa&ions  on  record,  feem  to 
point  him  out  as*its  great  promoter.” 

Alfo  Hijlory  of  England ,  by  David 
Hume,  1826,  Vol.  VIII.  p.  223,  for  an 
account  of  the  inquifitorial  power  of  the 
Commiffioners,  acting  upon  bare  fuf- 
picion,  while  no  law  or  ftatute  was  to 
ftand  in  their  way.  By  the  commif¬ 
fioners  the  Bifhop  of  London  was 
fufpended. 

637  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut, 
Vol.  III.  p.  356.  “  Rec’d  of  Edward 

Randolph,  Efqr.  the  20th  of  July  1686, 
about  12  or  one  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  pr  us  John  Talcott  AfT’t,  John 
Allyn  Sefty.  Dd.  ye  Govr,  July  .21, 


Edward  Randolph. 


297 


ye  Govenr  and  Compa  of  Connetticott  above  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  diftant  from  Bolton.”  538  As  his  name  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in  Bolton  on  the 
12th,  he  probably  Itarted  on  his  journey  that  day,539  re¬ 
turning  to  Bolton  from  Connecticut  on  or  before  the  26th.540 
During  Mr.  Randolph’s  abfence  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fettle  the  difficulties  in  Harvard  College,  the  Rev.  Increafe 
Mather  having  religned  his  pofition  as  its  head,  and  the 
College  “  being  in  an  unfettled  polture  by  the  late  alteration 
of  government.” 541  For  that  purpofe  the  Council  met  at 
Cambridge  on  the  23d,  and  voted  unanimoully  “  that  the 
Reverend  Mr  Increafe  Mather  be  delired  to  Except  of  the 
ReCtorlhip  of  the  Collidge,  &  make  his  ufuall  vifitatT.” 542 

The 


638  Randolph's  Short  Narrative,  pojl. 

639  Comicil  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.,  under  date  of  July  12.  At 
that  Council  meeting  news  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  Edward  Gove  had  been 
pardoned ;  Merrimack  County  was 
formed ;  Capt.  George  appeared  and 
“  a  paper  read  relateing  to  his  affronting 
Edw.  Randolph  Efq1:6  one  of  his  Maj^5 
Council”;  a  committee  appointed  for 
reviling  the  laws;  “  Mr  Attorney  Gen¬ 
erali  paper  relating  to  an  annuall  pro- 
vifion  for  Ratcliffe,  and  Ihewing 
what  were  raifed  amongft  his  Auditors 
(wch  amounted  to  about  50lb  p  annu) 
was  received  ”  ;  a  German  from  Ham¬ 
burg  was  admitted  to  be  a  free  denizen 
upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as 
were  alfo  the  French  Proteftants  lately 
arrived  from  St.  Chriftophers.  The 
fame  order  to  be  applicable  to  all 
French  Proteftants  coming  to  Maffa- 
chufetts  to  refid  e. 

540  Ibid.,  under  date  of  July  26.  Ran¬ 
dolph  was  on  that  day  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Council  in  Bofton. 
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641  Ibid.,  under  date  of  July  20.  “  The 
Colledg  of  Cambridge  being  in  an  un¬ 
fettled  pofture  by  the  late  alteration  of 
government,  and  Mr  Increafe  Mathers 
difmiffing  himfelf  from  further  care  and 
fervice  there,  the  Councill  have  agreed 
to  meet  there  upon  Fryday  next  23rd 
Inft.  to  confider  of  fome  form  of  fettle- 
ment  thereof;  M1:  Mather  to  have  no¬ 
tice  given  him  of  faid  meeting,  and  be 
defired  to  be  there  prefent  ” ;  the  rules 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Mather  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  ftudents  and  prefented 
to  the  Council  were  ordered  to  be  fent 
to  Mr.  John  Leverett  and  other  princi¬ 
pal  fcholars  for  their  confideration  ;  a 
committee  appointed  to  decide  a  differ¬ 
ence  that  had  arifen  between  the  mafter 
of  the  fhip  and  fome  “poor  diftreffed 
people  lately  brought  from  the  Ifle 
of  Eleutheria  ” :  Mungo  Crawford,  a 
Scotchman,  was  admitted  to  citizenfhip. 

542  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  5  5 
(358).  Order  ab‘  the  Colledge  in  Cam¬ 
bridge,  in  New  England,  23  July,  1686, 
pojl. 
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The  fir  ft  fymptom  of  an  oppofition  to  the  adts  of  the  new 
government  now  appeared.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ipfwich  and  Rowley  refufed  to  obferve  the  public  faft  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Prefident  and  Council,  and  they  were  to  be 
fummoned  to  court.543  On  July  26th,  Mr.  Randolph  having 
relumed  his  feat  at  the  Council  board,  the  form  of  the  oath 
required  of  all  attorneys  was  adopted,  and  an  anfwer  given 
to  Mr.  Ratcliffe’s  petition  for  public  maintenance,  “  That 
the  contribution  money  colledted  in  the  Church  where  he 
performs  divine  fervice  be  folely  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  Mr  Ratcliffe.”  544  Ipfwich  and  Rowley  were  not  the  only 
places  where  diffatisfadtion  exifted.  Information  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Woburn  had  alfo 
refufed  to  obferve  the  faft,  and  they  were  fummoned  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Prefident  and  Council  and  “  anfwer  for  their 
contempt  of  authority.”  545  Trouble  was  brewing  in  the 
Council  itfelf,  and  foon  quarrels  broke  out:  “the  prefident 
and  Capt.  George  carry  all  as  they  pleafe,  to  the  great  diffatif- 
faction  of  the  members  of  the  councill,  that  now  inftead  of 
meeting  to  do  publick  bufinefs,  tis  only  to  quarrill  and  that 
in  fuch  heats  that  I  feare  it  will  occafion  the  defolving  this 
government.  I  am  forced  to  moderate  others  paffions  (tho* 

I 

843  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts,  fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  order  palled 
Vol.  II.,  under  date  of  21  July,  1 686.  againft  delinquent  taxpayers. 

“  A  letter  fent  to  Bartholomew  Ged-  644  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts , 
ney,  Efqr  with  order  for  his  repair-  Vol.  II.  26  July,  1686.  At  that  meet¬ 
ing  to  Rowley  or  Ipfwich  to  covent  be-  ing  Richard  Waldern  Jr.  was  made 
fore  him  and  the  Juftices  of  the  County  Randolph’s  Deputy  Regifter  for  New 
fuch  perfons  there  as  refufed  to  obferve  Hamplhire,  and  William  Stoughton,  the 
the  late  Publique  Faft  appointed  by  the  Deputy  Prefident,  was  made  the  Pre- 
Prefident  and  Councill.”  Tiding  Judge  of  the  County  Courts. 

On  the  22d,  exportation  of  corn  and  845  Ibid.,  Vol.  II.  27  July,  1686. 
grain  prohibited  on  account  of  the 
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I  have  moft  caufe  to  complaine)  and  quietly  to  fuffer  my 
profitts  to  be  shared  out  amongft  others  till  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  come  over;  he  is  longed  for  by  all  fober  men  who 
find  themfelves  abufed  by  the  falfe  prefident.”  In  the  fame 
letter  Randolph  fpeaks  of  the  furrender  of  the  Rhode  Ifland 
charter  by  letter,  which  is  to  be  followed  by  a  formal  one 
under  the  feal  of  the  Colony :  “  I  was  with  the  governor  of 
Conne£ticott  and  delivered  to  him  the  quo  warranto.  I 
fuppofe  they  intend  not  to  ftand  it  out;  our  Councill  have 
fent  Major  Pincheon  and  Capt.  Winthrop  to  Hartford  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  accommodate  the  matter,  fo  as  they  may  be 
added  to  the  government  here ;  how  farr  they  will  prevaile  I 
know  not;  they  are  fenfible  of  Mr.  Dudleyes  encroachment 
on  all  and  every  fide,  and  are  unwilling  to  trufi:  him,  and  are 
ftrongly  invited  to  come  under  New  Yorke,  but  it  is  more  for 
the  publick  advantage  to  have  that  Colony  continued  to  us. 
Since  my  going  to  Hartford,  the  prefident  has  fo  contrived 
the  matter  that  Capt.  George  has  received  above  two  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  money  which  legally  belongs  to  me,  who  as 
collector  and  informer,  ought  to  be  admitted  to  profecute  a 
fhip  laden  with  Scotch  goods,  but  its  all  as  Capt.  George 
pleafes.  There  will  be  I  feare  an  eruption  betwixt  the 
French  of  Nova  Scotia  and  our  people  in  Mayne  and  New 
Hampfhire,  occafioned  by  Capt.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Weft  of 
New  Yorke,  who  being  at  the  fort  of  Pemmaquid  546  and 
haveing  advice  of  a  fhip  of  Pifcattaqua  which  landed  wine 
at  Ponopfcutt  [Penobfcot]  belonging,  as  they  fay,  to  Nova 

Scotia, 

546  The  part  of  Maine  in  which  the  fort  was  fituated  belonged  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  New  York  at  that  time. 
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Scotia,  they  by  force  went  afhoar  and  took  off  the  wine. 
The  governor  of  New  Yorke,  I  am  told,  has  given  them 
directions  to  claim  all  the  land  as  farr  eaftward  as  the  river 
St.  Croix.  We  have  fent  to  all  places  to  warne  our  people 
and  to  the  fifhermen  not  to  venter  upon  their  coafts.  I  am 
informed  that  the  land  whereon  the  wine  was  landed  have 
been  allwayes  deemed  to  belong  to  the  French  and  was 
the  very  place  formerly  belonging  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple, 
and  was  delivered  up  to  the  French  upon  the  articles  of 
Breda.  We  are  over  voted  [in  the  Council]  and  cannot 
help  ourfelves  till  Sir  Edmund  come  to  regulate  the  matter. 
Sir,  I  am  under  great  difficultyes,  and  were  it  not  for  my  in- 
gagement  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  mads,  I  would  once  more 
make  a  journey  over,  for  I  am  treated  by  Mr.  Dudley  worfe 
than  by  Mr.  Danforth.  Honeffc  Major  Buckley  is  quite 
tyred  out  and  can  hardly  be  perfwaded  to  come  to  Bofton. 
This  is  our  prefent  diftraCted  condition.  Wee  have  only 
patience  and  our  friends  affiftance  to  depend  upon  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  redrefs.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  councill  are 
of  opinion  that  fince  the  conftitution  of  this  government  is 
by  a  prefident  and  councill,  who  united  are  all  but  governor, 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  have  a  proper  proportionable 
fhare  of  the  profitt  as  well  as  the  charge  and  burden,  which 
they  have  defired  me  to  reprefent  and  pray  your  opinion 
thereupon,  as  alfo  whether  the  prefident  is  virtute  officij  the 
ordinary  to  grant  adminiftrations  and  to  allow  the  probate 
of  wills,  he  producing  no  authority  from  his  Majefties  lords 
of  the  councill,  or  from  my  Lord  of  London.”  547  Qn 

647  Hutchinfon' s  Collettion  of  Papers,  dolph  to  Mr.  Blaithwait,  28  July,  1686, 
Prince  Society,  Vol.  II.  p.  288.  Ran-  poji. 
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On  the  fame  day  he  wrote  to  the  Committee  informing 
them  of  his  having  ferved  the  writs  againft  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Ifland ;  “  the  tyme  of  their  return  was  lapf ’d :  how¬ 
ever  the  Govr  of  ConneCticutt  upon  my  delivering  the  writt 
to  him  at  Hartford  on  ye  21  inftant  has  appointed  a  meeting 
of  the  Gen11  Court  of  that  Colony  to  be  called  together  to 
furrender  their  charter  to  his  Matie  if  not  perfwaded  by  the 
factious  party  here  (who  are  unwilling  to  depend  upon  his 
Maties  favour)  to  ftand  a  tryall:  onely  to  gain  tyme  &  delay 
his  Majt!es  fending  over  a  Gen11  Gov!  The  proceedings  of 
the  prefident  &  Councill,  whatever  they  write  or  pretend  in 
their  letters  to  your  Lordfpps  are  managed  to  ye  Incourage- 
ment  of  the  Independent  faCtion,  &  utter  difcountenancing 

both 

“  as  farr  as  conveniently  may  be.” 
Documents  concerning  the  Colonial  Hif 
tory  of  New  York ,  Vol.  III.  p.  372. 
This  may  have  been  owing  to  the  Arch- 
biffiop’s  being  at  the  head  of  the  Ecclefi- 
aftical  Commiflion,  or  poffibly  becaufe 
Compton,  the  Biffiop  of  London,  was 
then  in  disfavor  with  the  King,  James 
II.  having  deprived  him  of  his  feat  at 
the  Council  board.  That  the  King  was 
the  fupreme  head  of  the  Church  in  the 
plantations,  as  well  as  in  England,  was 
affirmed  explicitly,  when  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  minifters  wifhed  in  1725  to  hold  a 
fynod  in  Maffachufetts.  Such  a  fynod, 
it  was  faid,  would  infringe  on  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  See 
Hiftorical  Collections  of  the  A  merican 
Colonial  Church ,  Vol.  III.  p.  190.  In 
the  fame  volume  is  found  a  petition  of 
Thomas  Coram  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  praying  that  a  college  might 
be  eftabliffied  at  Cambridge,  Maflachu- 
fetts,  to  be  called  the  King’s  College, 

“  for  the  Honor  and  advantage  of  the 
Church  of  England.” 


The  jurifdiflion  of  the  Biffiop  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  did  not  feem  to  be  accurately 
defined.  By  order  of  the  King  in  Coun¬ 
cil,  1  Oflober,  1633,  in  Calender  of 
State  Papers,  Domeflic ,  “  The  Company 
of  Merchant  Adventurers  ffiould  not 
hereafter  receive  any  minifter  into  their 
churches  in  foreign  parts  without  his 
Majefty’s  approbation  of  the  perfon ; 
the  Liturgy  and  difcipline  ufed  in  the 
Church  of  England  ffiould  be  received 
there,  and  in  all  things  concerning  their 
church  government  they  ffiould  be  un¬ 
der  the  jurifdiflion  of  the  Biffiop  of 
London.” 

Alfo  Hijlorical  Collections  of  the 
American  Colonial  Church ,  by  W.  S. 
Perry,  D.D.,  Vol.  III.  p.  174.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  inftruflions  given  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Dongan  of  New  York,  29  May,  1686, 
all  minifters  and  fchoolmafters  coming 
from  England  were  to  have  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  whofe  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiflion 
was  to  extend  through  that  province, 
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both  the  Minifter  &  thofe  Gent  &  others,  who  dare  openly 
profeffe  themfelves  to  be  of  the  Church  of  England,  not  hav¬ 
ing  any  allowance  for  Our  Minifter  more  then  wee  Raise  by 
contribution  amongft  our  felves.  Nonconformifts  from  all 
places  refort  heither:  about  2  months  ago  one  Mr.  Mourton 
[Morton]  an  Excommunicated  Minifter  came  heither  from 
Newington  Green:  he  was  welcomed  by  our  Prefident  & 
defigned  to  be  made  head  of  Our  Colledge :  But  not  daring 
to  proceed  at  firft  by  fuch  larg  ftepps;  he  is  called  to  be 
minifter  at  Charles  town  a  very  good  living,  &  he  is  ready 
at  hand  to  be  the  Prefident  of  the  Colledge.  In  the  tyme 
of  Munmouths  Rebellion  moft  part  of  the  Minifters  ani¬ 
mated  the  poeple  Saying  the  tyme  of  their  deliverance  was 
at  hand  &  not  one  of  them  prayed  for  his  Matie  &  would  not 
give  Creditt  to  his  Maties  gracious  letter  fignifying  the  Over¬ 
throw  of  the  Rebells:  I  humbly  propofe  as  greatly  for  ye 
quiett  &  welfare  of  this  plantation  of  N.  Engd  that  no  min¬ 
ifter  from  England  be  admitted  to  land  without  the  licenfe 
of  the  Gen11  Govr  &  That  he  have  power  to  licenfe  or  re- 
ftrain  from  preaching  publickly  fuch  as  are  already  upon  ye 
place  ffrom  all  which  it  will  appeare  very  needfull  that  his 
Matie  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fend  us  over  a  Gen11 
Govr  to  unite  &  fettle  this  diffracted  Country  &  alfo  to 
make  good  what  is  newly  begun  in  this  Colony  the  delayes 
whereof  may  be  of  evill  confequence  and  give  way  to  the 
factious  poeple  here  to  reaffume  the  Governm*  which  they 
openly  declare  they  have  not  parted  with  all  but  expedf  an 
opportunity  to  be  reftored.  I  am  by  all  accounted  the  Sole 
Enemy  of  the  Country  having  been  for  1 1  yeares  attending 
his  Maties  commands  in  this  affaire  &  by  ferving  the  writts 

upon 
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upon  ye  other  Colonyes  my  life  will  be  made  very  uneafy 
unleffe  his  Matie  fhall  be  pleafed  gracioufly  to  recommend 
me  to  the  care  &  protedtion  of  his  Gen11  Govrfor  whofe  fpeedy 
arrivall  all  Good  men  heartily  pray.” 548 

The  three  inhabitants  of  Woburn  fummoned  to  appear  at 
court  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  after  paying  their  fees 
were  allowed  to  depart.  Information  was  prefented  to  the 
Council  that  John  Gold,  or  Gould,  as  the  name  was  fome- 
times  written,  of  Topsfield,  had  fpoken  treafonable  words,549 
and  an  order  was  made  the  next  day  that  he  fhould  ap¬ 
pear.550  A  few  days  later  Randolph  wrote  a  letter  of  feveral 
pages  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury :  “  Its  long  fince  I 
received  your  Grace’s  Bleffing  and  alfo  your  Grace’s  noble 
gift  of  Dr  Hammonds  work  beftowed  on  our  Colledge:  I 
intended  long  fince  to  give  yr  Grace  an  account  of  my  pro¬ 
ceedings  therein;  but  I  have  forborn  that  I  might  have 

opportunity 


548  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
55  [82].  Lre  from  mr  Randolph  [to  the 
Committee],  28  July,  1 686,  pojl.  Alfo 
State  Papers,  Colonial,  Entry  Book 
109  (16)  ;  fee  also  Hutchinfori1 s  Collec¬ 
tion  of  Papers,  Prince  Society,  Vol. 
II.  p.  285. 

649  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  30  July,  1686.  “This day  ap¬ 
peared  Wm  Johnfon,  Thomas  Kendall 
and  John  Carter  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Wooborn,  being  fummoned  by 
the  Prefident  and  Councill  to  anfwer 
the  complaint  of  Wm  Syms  Efqr.  for 
breaking  the  order  of  obferving  the  Fall 
in  this  Governm4  and  confefled  their 
abfence  from  the  publique  Aflembly 
that  day,  but  in  their  feverall  defences 
gave  great  fufpition  of  this  [their]  dif- 
affedlion  to  his  Matys  Govermt;  where¬ 
upon  twas  ordered  that  they  fhould  take 


the  oath  of  allegiance  upon  paine  of 
Imprifonment.  Johnfon  and  Carter 
after  fome  demur  tooke  the  oath  of  Alle¬ 
giance,  upon  which  they  were  acquitted, 
paying  their  Fees.  Several  depofitions 
againft  John  Gold  of  Toppsfield  for 
fpeaking  Seditious  words  againft  the 
Governm1  were  prefented  by  Major 
Gedney.”  A  prifoner  for  debt  having 
efcaped,  “  Ordered  that  the  Secretary 
[Randolph]  do  forthwith  grant  his  war¬ 
rant  to  the  Marlhal  of  Middlefex  to 
purfue,  etc.”  Ports  of  entry  were  eftab- 
lifhed.  On  the  fame  day  was  paffed  an 
“  A6t  eftablifhing  fees  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,”  including  the  Judges’,  the 
Regifters’  and  the  Juftices’  fees.  Majfa¬ 
chufetts  Archives,  Vol.  CXXVI.  p.  47. 

550  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts, 
Vol.  II.  31  July,  1686. 
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opportunity  to  make  yr  Grace  fome  remarks  upon  this  new 
Conffitution  of  Go vl.  At  my  firft  Landing  I  was  received 
by  the  honeft  party  very  kindly,  who  upon  ye  frigotts  tedious 
paffage  did  all  feare  that  I  was  caft  away.  The  factious 
party  were  of  opinion  that  (according  to  their  prayers)  God 
would  never  fuffer  me  to  land  againe  in  this  Country.  A 
merchant  in  Bolton  worth  io.ooo^-  was  being  profecuted  to 
death  or  Banifhment  in  faying  only  that  he  hoped  the 
frigott  would  arrive,  but  the  Tryall  was  adjourned  fine  die 
upon  my  arrival.  Altho’  his  Majefty  has  obtained  a  judg¬ 
ment  ag*  their  Charter,  yet  they  have  not  confented  and 
therefore  hope  fome  providence  like  that  of  Munmouth’s 
Rebellion  may  fall  out  wch  will  reltore  them  to  their  former 
priveledges  &  enjoyment  of  their  precious  things  (which 
God  avert) :  however,  that  they  may  have  fome  footing  the 
late  Govr  &  Company  before  they  broke  up  adjourned  them- 
felves  to  ye  fecond  Wednefday  in  Oct.  next  &  this  is  one 
great  reafon  which  Hill  fupports  the  faction.  As  to  Mr  Dud¬ 
ley  our  Prefident  he  is  a  N.  Conformift  minifter  &  for  fev- 
erall  yeares  preached  in  New  Engd  till  he  became  a  Magif- 
trate,  then  he  fett  up  for  a  King’s  man,  and  when  in  London 
made  his  application  to  my  Lord  of  London  and  was  well 
liked  by  fome  about  his  late  Majties  perfon,  whereupon  he 
was  appointed  for  this  turn  to  be  prefident,  who  at  my 
arrivall  with  all  outward  expreffions  of  duty  &  loyalty  re¬ 
ceived  his  Maties  Commiffion.  Sweetened  with  liberty  of 
confcience,  and  now  we  believed  wee  had  gained  the  point 
fuppofmg  the  Prefident  our  own  for  ye  C.  of  Engd.  At  the 
opening  his  Majties  Commiffion  I  defired  Mr  Ratcliffe  our 
minifter  to  attend  the  ceremony  &  fay  Grace,  but  was  re- 

fufed.” 
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fufed.”  He  then  fpeaks  of  the  difficulties  he  encountered 
in  obtaining  a  room  to  worfhip  in,  but  now  on  “  fome  Sun¬ 
days  7  or  8  are  in  one  day  Baptized  and  more  would  dayly 
be  of  our  communion  had  wee  but  the  company  &  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  Prefident  &  Councill.  Had  wee  a  Gen11  Govr 
wee  fhould  foon  have  a  larg  congregation,  and  alfo  one  of 
the  churches  in  Bofton,  as  your  Grace  was  pleafed  to  pro- 
pofe  when  thefe  matters  were  debated  at  ye  Councill  Table. 
I  humbly  remind  your  Grace  of  the  money  granted  formerly 
for  Evangelizing  the  Indians  in  our  neighborhood.551  Its  a 
pitty  that  there  fhould  be  a  Confiderable  Stock  in  this  Coun¬ 
try  (but  how  imployed  I  know  not)  &  wee  want  7  or  800^ 
to  build  us  a  church.  Could  they  gett  me  out  of  the  Coun¬ 
cill  their  work  was  done ;  but  now  they  can  pafs  no  orders 
without  my  knowledge.  The  Prefident  ftrongly  drives  on 
his  private  interefl  that  the  members  of  the  Councill  are  un¬ 
willing  to  meet ;  So  that  I  feare  the  Govm*  will  be  loft  un- 
leffe  his  Majtie  will  be  pleafed  to  fend  us  a  Gen11  Gov!  with 
all  convenient  fpeed ;  otherwife  both  myfelfe  &  thofe  of  ye 
Church  of  Engd  muft  leave  the  place.  Your  Grace  can 
hardly  imagine  the  fmall  artifices  they  have  ufed  to  prevent 
our  meetings  on  Sundays ;  they  have  libelled  my  wife  &  our 

minifter ; 


661  In  1649  there  was  an  Ordinance 
paffed  for  eftablilhing  the  “Prefident 
and  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  New  England.”  In  1661  the 
Society  was  continued  for  propagating 
the  gofpel  “in  New  England  and  the 
parts  adjacent.”  In  1685  two  fellow- 
lhips,  founded  by  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins  at 
Jefus  College,  Oxford,  the  holders  of 
which  were  to  go  as  minifters  to  fea  or 
vol.  1.  —  39 


to  foreign  plantations.  20 £  to  be  given 
by  order  of  Charles  II.  to  any  minifter 
or  fchoolmafter  for  his  paflage,  having 
licenfe  from  the  Bilhop  of  London.  In 
1701  the  Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts  was  founded, 
the  firft  Prefident  being  the  Arcbilhop 
of  Canterbury.  See  Account  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  publilhed  in  1706. 
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minifter;  they  fupport  Capt.  Georg  againft  me,  while  they 
would  rejoice  to  fee  us  or  any  others  intruded  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  hang’d  at  our  doors.  I  am  attacked  from  every  part : 
the  minifters  quarrel  for  my  bringing  in  ye  Comon  prayer, 
the  old  magiftrates  and  freemen  for  vacating  their  Charter, 
the  mobile  are  troubled  that  the  Lawes  of  Engd  are  in  force ; 
&  the  merchts  for  putting  the  Adts  of  trade  in  full  execu¬ 
tion  ;  the  proprietors  of  Main  are  troubled  that  province  is 
taken  from  them  &  is  now  (being  well  ftored  with  Malts  & 
other  navall  Stores)  become  his  Majeftys ;  the  Tavern  Keep¬ 
ers  &  victualling  houfes  curfe  me  for  advancing  their  excife  ; 
the  other  Colonys  have  a  great  charge  a g1  me  for  ferving 
Quo  Warranto  ag*  their  Charters,  and  all  are  highly  incenfed 
to  fee  me  their  enemy  his  Maties  Secretary  of  the  Councill 
here.  I  am  like  to  expect  Sampson’s  fate,  for  fuch  is  their 
implacable  malice  that  Oliver  the  late  Tyrant  was  not  more 
ingrateful  to  the  Royalists  then  I  am  to  the  molt  of  the 
people  &  now  nothing  can  fettle  this  diflracted  country  & 
checq  the  Infolencyes  of  this  people  but  a  fober  &  unbyaffed 
Gen1  from  England  to  be  our  Govr;  who  muft  hold  the 
raines  of  Govm*  in  his  hands  &  reftrain  the  liberty  of  Con- 
fcience  which  they  now  groffly  abufe.  Its  neceffary  ye  Govr 
licenfe  all  their  minifters  &  that  none  be  called  to  be  a  paf- 
tor  of  a  congregation  without  his  approbation;  by  this 
method  alone  the  whole  country  will  eafily  be  regulated  and 
then  they  will  build  us  a  church  and  be  willing  to  allow  our 
miniftry  an  honorable  maintenance ;  ’twould  be  very  grate- 
full  to  our  church  affaires  if  his  Majty  would  pleafe  to  grant 
us  his  Royall  letters  —  that  the  3  meeting  houfes  in  Boffon, 
which  feverally  colledt  7  or  8£  on  a  Sunday,  do  pay  to  our 

church 
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church  warden  2cxr.552  a  weeke  for  each  meeting  houfe,  and 
were  they  directed  to  contribute  to  build  us  a  church  or  part 
from  one  of  their  meeting  houfes  fuch  as  wee  fliould  ap¬ 
prove,  they  would  purchafe  that  exemption  at  a  great  rate, 
and  they  could  but  call  us  papifts,  and  our  Miniflers  but 
Baal’s  Priefts :  as  to  Dr.  Hammonds  works,  they  are  flill 
with  me,  but  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  library  as  foon  as  the 
College  is  duly  regulated,  that  matter  alfo  muff  attend  the 
fandlion  of  a  Gen11  Gov!  in  which  I  queftion  not  but  your 
Grace  will  pleafe  to  continue  your  Affiftance,  in  regard  the 
beginning  was  promoted  by  your  Grace’s  favour.  I  humbly 
beg  in  all  Duty  your  Graces  Bleffmg.” 553 

John  Gold  having  appeared  before  the  Prefident  and 
Council  on  Auguft  the  5th,  and  it  being  proved  before  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  of  which  Randolph  fat  as  one 
of  the  Judges,  that  he  had  uttered  treafonable  words,  he  was 
committed  to  prifon  for  fix  months  and  fined.554  Three  days 

later, 


552  In  the  printed  copy  of  the  letter 
the  amount  is  ftated  as  20^,  which  is 
manifeftly  an  error. 

553  New  England  Hijlorical  and 
Genealogical  Regijler ,  Vol.  XXXVII. 
p.  270.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
Dt  Wm  Sancroft,  Archbifhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  2  Auguft,  1 686,  pof. 

554  Council  Records  of  Maffachufetts , 
Vol.  II.  5  Auguft,  1686.  “The  wit- 
neftes  then  appearing  makeing  prooff 
that  the  laid  Gold  had  fpoken  treafon¬ 
able  words  on  or  about  the  il‘.h  of  July 
laft  was  committed  to  clofe  Cuftody  in 
the  prifon  of  Bolton.” 

Diary  of  Samuel  Sew  all.  5  Aug. 
“  One  John  Gold,  Chief  Commander  of 
the  Military  Company  at  Topsfield  is 
fent  to  Prifon  for  Treafonable  Words 


fpoken  about  the  change  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  is  to  be  tried  this  day  fortnight. 
Council  faid  he  was  not  bailable.  W'.n 
Harrifon,  the  Bodice  maker,  is  buried, 
which  is  the  firft  that  I  know  of  buried 
with  the  Common-Prayer  Book  in  Bof- 
ton.  He  was  formerly  Randolph’s 
Landlord.” 

Maffachufetts  Hijlorical  Society  Col¬ 
lections ,  Third  Series ,  Vol.  VII.  p,  151. 
Cafe  of  John  Gould  charged  with  trea- 
fon,  pofl.  The  cafe  of  John  Gould  is 
alfo  found  under  date  of  Auguft  19,  in 
the  Records  of  a  Special  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  De¬ 
livery,  p.  2,  the  judges  being  Jofeph 
Dudley,  W™  Stoughton,  Richard  Whar¬ 
ton,  John  Ulher,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Ed¬ 
ward  Randolph,  Barth.  Gedney  and 

Peter 
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later,  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  adminiftered 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  England.555  An 
effort  was  now  made  to  raife  money  for  the  purpofe  of  build¬ 
ing  a  church  for  the  worfhippers  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  Mr.  Randolph  made  a  vifit  upon  Samuel  Sewall,  hoping 
to  induce  him  to  contribute.556  On  the  25th  an  order  was 
given  “that  the  military  laws  be  printed.”  557  The  crofs, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  flag,  was  to  be  reftored,  as 
it  is  “  now  so  much  fet  by  in  England  and  here.”  558  The 


Peter  Bulkley.  Randolph  was  alfo  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
Grand  Affize  &  General  Goal  Deliv¬ 
ery  held  on  November  3d.  See  p.  3. 
On  pp.  15  and  16  are  two  writs  of  ex¬ 
ecution  figned  by  Randolph  as  Secre¬ 
tary.  The  records  are  contained  in 
twenty-fix  pages,  including  the  “  Su¬ 
perior  Court  of  Judicature,”  ending 
24  May,  1687,  and  are  among  the  Suf¬ 
folk  Court  Files. 

On  Auguft  5  it  was  “ordered  by 
the  Council  that  a  Brief  be  drawn 
up  &  printed,  and  read  in  all  Meet¬ 
ing  Houfes  to  fupply  the  neceffityes 
of  the  French  lately  arrived  here  in 
great  diftrefs,  fifteen  familyes  with  a 
Religious  Proteftant  Minifter,  who  were 
in  all  men,  women  and  children  more 
than  four  fcore  foules,  and  are  fuch 
as  fled  from  France  for  Religion’s 
Sake,  and  by  their  long  pafiage  at 
Sea,  their  Doctor  &  twelve  men  are 
dead,  and  by  other  inconveniences,  the 
living  are  reduced  to  great  ficknefs  and 
Poverty  &  therefore  objects  of  a  true 
Chriftian  Charity.  Alfoe  fifty  perfons, 
men  women  and  children,  which  were 
by  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  driven 
off  from  Eleutheria  (an  ifland  of  the 
Bahamahs)  naked  and  in  great  diftrefs, 
as  alfoe  many  other  poor  French  Prot- 


reftoration 

estants  are  dayly  expefled.”  Capt. 
Elifha  Hutchinfon  and  Capt.  Samuel 
Sewall  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
relieve  them. 

On  the  10th  of  Auguft  the  Council 
ordered  that  the  records  of  New  Hamp- 
fhire,  which  had  been  brought  to  Bof- 
ton,  be  reftored.  They  determined  not 
to  interfere  between  Capt.  John  Tufton 
and  the  inhabitants  of  New  Hampfhire 
for  cutting  down  of  timber,  as  the  cafe 
was  then  before  the  King  for  final  ad¬ 
judication.  They  further  ordered  that 
copies  of  Town  orders  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Council,  “to  the  end  fuch  further 
order  may  be  given  herein  as  may  be 
found  needfull.” 

555  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall.  “  Sab¬ 
bath  day  Augt  8.  Tis  faid  the  Sacra¬ 
ment  of  the  Lords  Supper  is  admin¬ 
iftered  at  the  Town  Houfe.” 

556  Diary  of  Sajnuel  Sewall.  “  Aug. 
21.  Mane.  Mr.  Randolph  and  Bulli- 
vant  were  here.  Mr.  Randolph  men¬ 
tioned  a  Contribution  toward  Building 
them  a  Church,  and  feemed  to  goe 
away  difpleafed  becaufe  I  fpake  not  up 
to  it.” 

557  Council  Records  of  Majfachufetts , 
Vol.  II.  25  Auguft,  1686. 

558  Diary  of  Samuel  Sewall ,  22  Au¬ 
guft.  “  I  fetcht  home  the  Silk  Elizur 

Holyoke 
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reftoration  of  the  crofs  in  the  flandard  was  a  fign  that  the 
Puritan  government  was  paffing  away,  and  yet  Randolph 
complains  conltantly  that  the  faction,  as  he  calls  the  oppofi- 
tion,  ftill  controls.  He  writes  to  the  Lord  Treafurer,  “un- 
lefs  his  Majesty  pleafe,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  to  fend  us  over 
a  General  Governor  from  England,  all  that  is  already  done, 
will  be  of  little  advantage  to  his  Majefty’s  interest.  The  in¬ 
dependant  faction  still  prevails.  They  have  put  Captain 
Blackwell,  Oliver  [Cromwell’s]  treafurer  in  London,  fon-in- 
law  to  Lambert,  excepted  in  the  A6f  of  Indemnity,  and  a 
violent  Commonwealth’s  man  to  be  of  the  commiffion  of 
the  peace,  and  a  man  confulted  with  in  all  public  affairs. 
Some  of  the  minifters  have  fpoken  treafonable  words  in 
their  pulpits.  His  Majeffy  hath  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
make  me  Secretary  of  his  Council  here,  but  the  accounts 
of  the  late  Treafurer  and  whatever  relates  to  the  difcovery 
of  his  Majefty’s  Revenue  is  kept  from  my  knowledge.  The 
public  records,  and  all  the  grants  and  fettlement  of  lands  in 
this  country,  which  ought  to  be  lodged  in  my  office  are 
otherwife  dispofed  of.  Mr.  Wharton,  a  member  of  the 
Council,  did  openly  declare,  that  his  Majefty,  in  appointing 
me  his  Secretary  and  Regifter,  intended  to  inthrall  this  peo¬ 
ple  in  vaffalage.  Here  have  been  five  or  fix  fhips  feized  and 

condemned, 


Holyoke  had  of  me  to  make  the  Crofs, 
laft  Friday  noon;  and  went  and  dif- 
courfed  Mr.  Mather.  He  judged  it  Sin 
to  have  it  put  in,  but  the  Captain  not  in 
fault ;  but  I  could  hardly  underftand 
how  the  Command  of  others  could 
hardly  excufe  them,  at  lead;  me.  Augt 
23.  At  even  I  wait  on  the  Prefident 
and  fhew  him  that  I  cannot  hold  be- 


caufe  of  the  Crofs  and  offer  him  my 
commiffion.  Aug  30.  Eight  Com- 
panyes  Train,  but  I  appear  not  fave  to 
take  leave  in  the  morning.  Aug  31. 
Mr.  Nowell,  Moodey  and  Rawfon  vifit 
me  and  comfort  me.”  On  the  23d 
Dudley  told  Sewall  that  Gov.  Andros 
was  expe6ted  to  arrive  in  about  fix 
weeks. 
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condemned,  which  inflames  the  people’s  malice  againfl:  me. 
And  the  Prefldent,  who  by  his  office  and  duty  is  obliged  to 
affiff  me,  has  openly  refufed,  to  his  Majefty’s  great  differvice. 
I  queftion  not  but  by  his  Majefty’s  uniting  the  feveral  Colo¬ 
nies  under  one  Government,  to  raife  his  Majefty  a  conflder- 
able  revenue  by  quit  rents,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  which  will  yearly  increafe.  They  have  taken  fo 
great  prejudice  againfl:  me  that  they  have  difpofed  of  the 
perquifltes  of  my  office  to  perfons  of  their  own  ftamp,  fo  that 
for  all  my  trouble  and  attending  the  Council  here,  I  am  not 
like  to  make  ^20  a  year.”  559  In  all  his  troubles  and  difap- 
pointments  he  was  buoyed  up  by  the  hope  of  the  fpeedy 
arrival  of  a  Governor-General,  who  by  his  authority  would 
eaflly,  as  he  conceived,  bring  the  Colonies  to  terms.  Having 
heard  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  had  finally  been  felected,  he 
wrote  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop,  “  I  fend  you  for  a  cordiall  the 
good  newes  that  Sr  Edmd  Andros  is  appointed  ourgovn1-; 
calls  firft  at  Bermudos  to  fettle  that  governirf,  and  upon 
ye  Kingfiflier,  a  fhip  of  50  guns,  comes  for  Bofton,  where  he 
may  arrive  fome  time  in  Novbr  next,  with  his  lady.  God 
fend  them  a  fafe  paffage !  ”  560  R  • 


659  M aj) achufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections,  Third  Series ,  Vol.  VII. 
p.  154.  Letter  of  Edward  Randolph  to 
the  Lord  Treafurer,  23  Auguft,  1686, 
pojl. 

Alfo  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle 
55  (91).  Letter  from  Mr  Randolph  to 
the  Committee,  23  Aug.  1686,  pojl, 
printed  in  Rhode  IJland  Colonial  Rec¬ 
ords ,  Vol.  III.  p.  205.  In  this  letter 
Randolph  fays  that  many  non-conform- 
ifts  are  coming  from  England  and  Scot¬ 
land.  He  has  urged  that  all  above  16 
muft  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 


560  Majfachufetts  Hijlorical  Society 
Collections,  Sixth  Series,  Vol.  III. 
p.  476.  Edward  Randolph  to  Fitz- 
John  Winthrop,  25  Aug.  16 86,  pojl. 

Ibid.,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  VIII.p.  464. 
Wait  Winthrop  to  Fitz-John  Winthrop. 
“  Bofton,  Aug.  25,  1686.  On  Satterday 
night  arrived  Balfton,  and  another  fhip 
from  London,  and  by  feverall  letters  we 
have  the  advice  that  Sr  Edmond  Andros 
had  a  comiffion  for  Gov  of  this  and  ad¬ 
jacent  placefe.  Secretary  Pepifs  writes 
Mr  Randolph  y‘  the  Lords  did  haften 
him  becaufe  he  fhould  touch  at  Bermu¬ 
dos 
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Being  defrauded,  as  he  claimed,  of  his  rightful  falary, 
Randolph  petitioned  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  that  he 
fhould  be  paid  eighty  pounds  a  year,  the  amount  formerly 
paid  to  Secretary  Rawfon,  and  fhould  receive  all  the  per- 
quifites  belonging  to  his  office.561  To  the  proper  accom- 
plifhment  of  his  duty  it  was  important  that  he  fhould  have 
in  his  poffeffion  the  documents  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
office,  but  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  them  he  met  with  much 
oppofition.  Mr.  Rawfon  objected  “  that  the  oath  of  God  is 
upon  him,  and  he  cannot  fatisfie  his  confcience  that  he  is 
obliged  to  refign  them,  unlefs  he  be  difcharged  by  a  power 
that  can  indempnifie  him,  he  alfo  thinks  it  very  juft  that 
before  he  be  difcharged  of  y*  truff,  his  arrears  of  falary  be 


dos  to  fettle  the  Government  there,  many  On  the  26th  the  Council  ordered 
complaints  having  bin  mad  againft  that  “that  on  Tuefday  next  the  Committee 
Governor.  He  comes  in  the  Kings  appointed  to  revife  the  Lawes,  fitt  to 
Either,  a  frigat  of  fifty  guns,  and  was  to  revife  the  Lawes  in  order  to  prefent 
fayle  in  a  month  or  fix  weekes  after,  them  to  his  Majty.”  See  Council  Rec- 
Will  Wharton  writes  his  father  that  he  ords  of  Majfachufetts,  Vol.  II. 
read  the  Comiffion,  and  it  differs  not  661  State  Papers,  Colonial,  Bundle  55 
much  from  that  which  is  here  already,  (166).  Randolph’s  Petition  for  fees 
the  fame  councill,  Pemaquid  and  Plim-  as  Sec1^  &  Regr  f8o  p  ann.  28  Auguft, 
outh  added,  and  Govr  Hinkley  aded  to  1686,  pofl. 

the  Councill.  The  procedure  againft  662  Ibid.,  55  (168).  Mr  Bullivant’s 
Conne&icott  and  Rode  Ifland  to  be  Lfe  to  Mr  Randolph  abt  the  Records 
this  next  terme.  Quo  Warrantofe  out  in  Mr  Rawfon’s  hands.  11  Sept.  1686, 
againft  Penfill vania,  Eaft  &  Weft  Jar-  pofl. 
fey,  Carolina  etc.” 
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